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DISASTER RESPONSE 

USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor Conducts 
Field Assessment in Southern Laos 

________________________________________________ 

With USAID/OFDA support, the U.N. Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) is installing wells in communities relocated 
following Typhoon Ketsana (Photo by Brian Heidel, 
USAID/OFDA). 
________________________________________________ 

From March 3 to 10, USAID/OFDA regional advisor for 
East Asia and Pacific Brian Heidel traveled to communities 
affected by Typhoon Ketsana in Sekong Province, as well as 
met with Government of Laos (GoL) representatives and 
relief agency partners in the capital city of Vientiane.
    On September 29, 2009, remnants from Typhoon Ket-
sana caused heavy rainfall and related flooding in southern 

(Continued on page 2) 

USAID Staff Travel to Dzud-Affected  
Areas in Mongolia 
    USAID Representative Chuck Howell and USAID/ 
OFDA regional advisor for East Asia and Pacific Ron Libby 
visited Arkhangai, Uvurkhangai, and Dundgovi, three of the 
five provinces hardest hit by severe winter conditions, or 
dzud, as well as assessed humanitarian conditions. The 
team met with local and national Government of Mongolia 
(GoM) officials, U.N. and non-governmental organization 
(NGO) representatives, and herder families.   

The dzud has affected eight provinces and 88 counties. 
According to the GoM Ministry of Food and Agriculture, 
an estimated 5.8 million livestock from a total population 
of 44 million have perished to date. The National Emer-
gency Management Agency expects the figure to increase 
to six million by June 2010.
    Herding accounts for one-third of Mongolia’s total labor 
force. To date, an estimated 100,000 herder families, or 
500,000 people, have been affected by the dzud. Of the 
affected herder population, approximately 33,000 families, 
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Fami l ie s  b  enef  i t  
from USAID/OFDA-
supported  re l ie f  
activities (Photo by 
Ron Libby, USAID/ 
OFDA). 
________________ 

(Continued on page 2) 

DISASTER RESPONSE 

USAID/OFDA contributed $100,000 to the Fiji Red Cross 
Society (FRCS) for the provision of emergency relief supplies 
to families affected by Tropical Cyclone Tomas.       

Tomas, a Category Four storm, made landfall on the 
northern islands of Fiji between March 14 and 16, causing 
extensive damage in the northern island groups of Lau and 
Lomaiviti, as well as Vanua Levu Island. At the height of the 
emergency, more than 11,000 people had temporarily moved 
to 217 evacuation centers set up by the Government of Fiji 
(GoF), according to the FRCS. The GoF reported that the 
cyclone resulted in two deaths, destroyed more than 500 

houses, damaged approximately 1,150 others, and caused 
structural damage to schools and health facilities in Northern 
and Eastern divisions. Teams comprising representatives from 
the GoF, FRCS, New Zealand’s International Aid and Devel-
opment Agency, Australian Agency for International Develop-
ment, and the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs conducted aerial surveys of affected areas via 
two C-130s provided by Australia and New Zealand. 

With USAID/OFDA funds, FRCS is providing temporary 
shelter materials, water purification tablets, and water con-
tainers to cyclone-affected families.  

USAID/OFDA Provides Life-Saving Assistance to Cyclone-Affected Communities in Fiji 
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Assessment in Laos 
(Continued from page 1) 
Laos, affecting 272,000 people in five provinces, according to 
the GoL. Government agencies and local residents reported 
that the level of flooding was unprecedented in the south. Al-
though GoL agencies issued warnings to local populations, no 
evacuation took place prior to the typhoon, in large part due 
to the unprecedented scale of the disaster.  
    Immediately following the typhoon, USAID/OFDA provided 
an initial $50,000 to the Lao Red Cross Society (LRCS) to help 
meet immediate emergency needs of flood-affected popula-
tions. USAID/OFDA acting regional advisor Heather Huppe 
traveled to Laos in late October to monitor the humanitarian 
situation, as well as visit flood-affected provinces. 

While initial distribution of relief supplies moved swiftly 
following the GoL’s request for assistance and was mostly 
completed during the first month, further assistance and early 
recovery activities have been slow to get off the ground. GoL 
authorities charged with disaster response and preparedness 
acknowledged that they did not have prior experience with 
long-term recovery efforts in Laos. 

Affected families 
rebuild their houses 
destroyed by Ty-
phoon Ketsana in 
s o u t h e r n  L a o s  
(Photo  by Br ian 
H e i d e l ,  U S A I D /  
OFDA). 

GoL officials noted that Typhoon Ketsana provided a learn-
ing experience for better disaster preparedness. The GoL, in 
close collaboration with U.N. and relief agencies, is taking 
steps to improve disaster preparedness throughout the coun-
try. Several initiatives include hazard mapping activities, training 
to key national and local GoL staff in disaster preparedness, 
and the development of communication strategies to improve 
dissemination of warnings and weather information.  

The GoL and NGOs also plan to increase the levels of pre-
positioned relief supplies in the country. In addition, the U.N. 
Development Program (UNDP) is working with national and 
local GoL agencies on a nationwide disaster preparedness pro-
gram that aims to build government and local community ca-
pacity to prepare for and respond to disasters.
    While families are beginning to recover from the impact of 
the typhoon, individuals face the possibility of a drought result-
ing from low water levels in the Mekong River, which is at a 
20-year low, according to the Mekong River Commission.
    USAID/OFDA's assistance, totaling $400,000 to date, has 
contributed to immediate relief assistance and supported early 
recovery efforts, benefiting more than 5,000 of the estimated 
50,000 flood-affected families. 

USAID/OFDA and USAID representatives in Laos will con-
tinue to maintain contact with the relevant GoL authorities, 
U.N. agencies, and NGOs, as well as monitor the evolving 
drought situation in the country. 

Field Visit to Mongolia 
(Continued from page 1) 

Millions of livestock 
have died due to 
extreme weather 
conditions in Mon-
golia (Photo by Ron 
L i b b y ,  U S A I D /  
OFDA). 

or 165,000 people, are at risk of losing their livelihoods. 
Libby reported that local herders have described the current 
dzud as the most severe in the last 30 years.     

In the provinces visited by the USAID team, herder fami-
lies reported having some difficulties in keeping their houses 
warm and finding adequate water supplies due to severe 
weather conditions. The USAID team noted that, although 
the situation is challenging, there are no visible life-
threatening needs. The team also reported that herder fami-
lies will likely have adequate food stock until May or June 
due to preplanning in the fall, according to province gover-
nors and Mongolia Red Cross staff.   

The Khan Bank, which has provided loans to 60,000 
herder families, is working with the GoM to provide loans 
for livestock restocking, new business opportunities, equip-
ment, and for the payment of school fees. USAID/Mongolia 
and XAC Bank have also made loans available to herders.
    The U.N. World Health Organization and UNICEF are 
working with the GoM Ministry of Health to address medical 
supply shortage and provide psychosocial assistance to af-
fected families. 

USAID/OFDA and USAID/Mongolia will continue to 
monitor humanitarian developments in the coming months. 

DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 
VDAP Meeting in Bangkok 

On March 1, Volcano Disaster Assistance Program 
(VDAP) chief officer John Pallister and USAID/OFDA-
U.S. Geological Survey geoscience advisor Gari Mayberry 
met with USAID/OFDA staff in Bangkok to discuss 
VDAP past and current activities in the Asia region. 

Since its inception in 1986 following the eruption of 
the Nevado del Ruiz and related mudflow that killed 
more than 23,000 people in the town of Armero, Co-
lombia, VDAP has responded to 25 major disasters in 24 
years. 

To date, USAID/OFDA has contributed  more than 
$4.2 million to support VDAP activities worldwide.

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
Regional Office for Asia-Pacific 
USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia (RDMA) 
Bangkok, Thailand 
Tel: +66-2-257-3000 
Internet: www.usaid.gov 
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