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USAID/OFDA Provides $100,000 to Sup-
port China’s Earthquake Relief Efforts 
    On April 14, a magnitude 6.9 earthquake rocked north-
west China’s Qinghai Province, followed by a series of af-
tershocks ranging from magnitude 4.1 to 5.8, according to 
the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). The earthquake’s epi-
center was located approximately 25 km from the capital 
of the Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture of Yushu, Jiegu 
Township.  

        As of April 25, the earthquake had killed more than 
2,200 people and injured over 12,100 others, according to 
the Government of China (GoC). In addition, approxi-
mately 80 people remained missing. The International Fed-
eration of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies reported 
that the earthquake destroyed an estimated 85 percent of 
housing structures in and around Jiegu, displacing an esti-
mated 100,000 people. As of April 19, search and rescue 
teams had rescued more than 6,100 people from damaged 
and collapsed buildings.   

    USAID/OFDA responded swiftly to the earthquake by 
providing $100,000 through the U.S. Embassy in Beijing to 
Red Cross Society of China and the Qinghai Provincial Red 
Cross for the provision of emergency relief supplies to 
earthquake-affected families. U.S. Ambassador to China Jon 
M. Huntsman, Jr. presented the donation to Red Cross So- 
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U.S. Ambassador Jon M. Huntsman, Jr. presents one of 
two checks to Red Cross Society of China Vice Presi-
dent Guo Changjiang (Photo courtesy of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Beijing). 
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USAID/OFDA Provides $250,000 for 
ASEAN Disaster Management Activities 
    USAID/OFDA is contributing $250,000 through 
USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia to the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to sup-
port joint U.S. Government and ASEAN efforts to enhance 
disaster early warning capabilities among ASEAN member 
countries. The U.S. Department of State (State) is provid-
ing $300,000 from the State’s Economic Support Funds to 
support ASEAN activities. 
    Utilizing USAID/OFDA and State funds, the ASEAN 
Technical Assistance and Training Facility plans to provide 
technical support to the ASEAN Committee on Disaster 
Management Task Force, develop a regional multi-hazard 
early warning system in close consultation with ASEAN 
member countries, and appoint a regional expert to coor-
dinate disaster management assistance.  
    Through the early warning system, ASEAN member 
states will be able to share information and support deci-
sion making processes on policy making, preparedness, 
mitigation, response, and recovery activities.      
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Emergency Relief in the Philippines: Save 
the Children’s Program Accomplishments 
    Between September and October 2009, a series of 
tropical storms struck Philippine’s Luzon island, causing 
widespread flooding and landslides throughout all regions 
of the island, including the Cordillera Administrative Re-
gion, the National Capital Region, and Cagayan Province.  
    The unprecedented flooding affected more than 10 mil-
lion people, killed 990 others, prevented nearly one million 
school-age children from attending classes, and damaged or 
destroyed more than 307,000 houses, according to the 
Government of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP) Na- 
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tional Disaster Coordinating Council and the World Bank 
and GRP-led post-disaster needs assessment.      
    As part of the overall emergency response effort, USAID/
OFDA provided $800,000 to Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US) 
to support health and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH) emergency interventions in affected areas. 

    SC/US continues to run four mobile clinics and is provid-
ing support to 10 barangay health stations. In the WASH 
sector, SC/US has provided 18,600 bottles of water purifica-
tion solution, provided training to 28 community mobilizers 
in 21 evacuation centers, and built 190 emergency latrines, 
20 units of hand washing points, and 60 units of bathing cubi-
cles.  

_________________________________________________ 
 
Following the severe floods caused by storms Ketsana, 
Parma, and Mirinae, SC/US implemented hygiene and 
sanitation interventions, including hygiene promotion 
training for community mobilizers (left) and discussions 
with communities on the proper use and maintenance 
of WASH facilities (right) (Photos courtesy of SC/US). 
_________________________________________________ 

    In all water and sanitation activities, SC/US worked closely 
with local government authorities and targeted beneficiaries, 
particularly the most vulnerable populations such as women 
and children, to identify location sites, number, and design of 
facilities. Families who remained in areas of origin, as well as 
those who relocated due to damaged or destroyed homes, 
benefited from the program. The construction of WASH 
facilities was complemented with hygiene promotion ses-
sions conducted by the community mobilizers who received 
training. In addition, SC/US distributed hygiene kits that 
helped individuals restore personal hygiene care. 

    “Through this project, Save the Children helped to reduce 
the risk of illness and death through improved water and 
sanitation services, reaching 8,350 families,” explained pro-
gram manager Sarah Talbot. 
    As the Philippines moves into early recovery, SC/US plans 
to continue and expand WASH activities, including the con-
version of WASH facilities built through this project to more 
permanent structures, with other donor assistance. 

Humanitarian Assistance to China 
(Continued from page 1) 
ciety of China Vice President Guo Changjiang in a ceremony 
at the U.S. Embassy on April 15. On April 21, the U.S. Em-
bassy held a memorial ceremony in recognition of a nation-
wide day of mourning in China to pay a tribute to Qinghai 
earthquake victims. 
 
USAID/OFDA’s Earthquake Preparedness in China 
    In response to the May 12, 2008, magnitude 7.9 earth-
quake in Sichuan Province, USAID/OFDA began supporting 
USGS to promote activities related to earthquake and land-
slide issues in China. In partnership with the China Earth-
quake Administration (CEA) and the China Geological Sur-
vey (CGS), USGS aims to provide technical assistance to 
China to enhance their ability to prepare for large earth-
quakes. 
    Between March 2009 and 2010, one accomplishment is 
that USGS successfully installed a real-time earthquake after-
shock forecast system at the China Earthquake Network 
Center in Beijing. The April 14 magnitude 6.9 Qinghai earth-
quake provided CEA with the administration’s first opportu-
nity to apply technical capabilities such as the rate of earth-
quake aftershocks following a major shock. The system will 
provide in graphical form the areas around the main shock 
that are highly prone to strong aftershocks.  
    “The information will be used by earthquake disaster first 
responders to guide their emergency plans,” explained USGS 
seismologist Walter Mooney.  
    Through this two-year program, the CEA and CGS are 
also receiving training on landslide hazards and the use of the 
USGS Prompt Assessment of Global Earthquakes for Re-
sponse (PAGER), providing real-time information used by 
China to plan the emergency response.  
    USAID/OFDA has provided a total of $278,800 for this 
program, including nearly $147,600 in Fiscal Year 2010. 

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
Regional Office for Asia-Pacific  
USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia (RDMA)  
Bangkok, Thailand 
Tel:  +66-2-257-3000 
Internet: www.usaid.gov 

Disaster Management Conferences in 
FSM and MRI 
    From April 19 to 20 and from April 22 to 23, USAID 
Disaster Assistance Coordinator Bart Deemer served 
as a panel member for two USAID educational and ta-
bletop exercise planning conferences in the Federated 
States of Micronesia (FSM) and the Republic of the Mar-
shall Islands (RMI). Attendants included representatives 
from the U.S. embassies in Pohnpei and Majuro, State 
disaster coordinators, USAID, Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency, U.S. Joint Task Force-Homeland De-
fense, FSM Office of Emergency and Environmental Man-
agement, FSM Department of Foreign Affairs, and the 
RMI National Emergency Management Committee. The 
conferences focused on disaster management structure 
and mechanisms and included a discussion on how 
USAID would provide disaster relief and reconstruction 
assistance to FSM and RMI. Participants also discussed 
contingency planning concepts and objectives for a pro-
posed disaster tabletop exercise scheduled to take place 
in the fall of 2010.   
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