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    From May 9 to 21, USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor for 
East Asia and Pacific Brian Heidel and Senior Information 
Officer Liza Mantilla visited Vietnam to follow up on the im-
pact of recently completed USAID/OFDA-funded typhoon 
response programs. The USAID/OFDA team visited ty-
phoon-affected provinces Kon Tum, Gia Lai, and Quang Nam 
with American Red Cross (ARC) and Vietnam Red Cross 
(VNRC) staff to follow up on the USAID/OFDA-funded cash 
transfer program implemented jointly by the ARC and 
VNRC. The team met with Red Cross provincial, district, and 
commune level chapter representatives, and interviewed 
beneficiaries who received cash assistance. The team also 
met with USAID/Vietnam Director Francis Donovan and staff  
from the Program Development and General Development 
offices.  
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ADPC Launches PEER in Vietnam 

     

    On May 18, the Asian 
Disaster Preparedness Cen-
ter (ADPC) facilitated the 
l a unch  o f  t h e  USA ID /
OFDA-supported Program 
for the Enhancement of 
E m e r g e n c y  R e s p o n s e 
(PEER) for Vietnam. Repre-
sentatives from USAID/

OFDA, USAID/Vietnam, ARC, 
VNRC, and Government of Vietnam (GVN) officials par-
ticipated in the meeting. PEER aims to strengthen disaster 
preparedness and response capacities in Asia. PEER offers 
a number of trainings, including medical first response, 
collapsed structure search and rescue, hospital prepared-
ness for mass casualties following a disaster, and enhance-
ment of community action disaster response (CADRE). 
The CADRE training course contributes to strengthening 
the GVN Community-Based Disaster Risk Management 
program, which targets approximately 6,000 communities. 
The program will also provide standardized training to 48 
instructors and members of 144 communities and manuals 
adapted for the Vietnam context on essential topics for 
disaster risk management.   
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USAID/OFDA Staff Visit Emergency and Disaster Preparedness Programs in Vietnam 

Photo courtesy of ARC 

 

USAID/OFDA Provides Additional Assis-
tance to China following Earthquake 

     

    USAID/OFDA contributed an additional $100,000 for 
the local procurement of medical equipment and provided 
two water purification units, valued at $110,000, after the 
April 14 magnitude 6.9 earthquake in Qinghai Province. 
The water treatment units can provide clean water to 
meet the needs of up to 10,000 people per day. “The 
United States Government and the American people re-
main dedicated to supporting China in the days and 
months ahead as [Chinese government authorities] con-
duct recovery operations and continue the long and ardu-
ous process of reconstruction," noted U.S. Consul Gen-
eral David Brown. To date, USAID/OFDA has provided 
more than $300,000 in cash and in-kind donations to sup-
port earthquake-affected populations in Qinghai Province. 
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Representatives from USAID/OFDA, USAID/Vietnam, 
ARC, and VNRC meet with beneficiaries in Kon Tum 
(Photo by Liza Mantilla, USAID/OFDA). 

___________________ 
USAID/OFDA pro-
vides water purifica-
tion units to support 
ongoing relief efforts 
in Qinghai (Photo by 
Liza Mantilla, USAID/
OFDA). 
___________________ 



USAID/OFDA Staff Attend MRC 8th  
Annual Flood Forum in Laos 
    From May 26 to 27, the Mekong River Commission 
(MRC), in cooperation with the national Mekong committees 
of Cambodia, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, and MRC dialogue 
partners China and Burma held the 8th Annual Flood Forum 
in Vientiane, Laos. USAID/OFDA staff and 125 participants 
from member countries attended the forum.   
    The forum served as an opportunity for national, regional, 
and international professionals to share a summary of the 
2009 flood season, national and international flood forecast-
ing and flood warning experiences, and community-based 
preparedness activities. Participants discussed the progress 
on MRC’s Flood Management and Mitigation Program 
(FMMP).  

_________________________________________________ 
 

USAID/OFDA Hydrometeorological Hazards Advisor  
Sezin Tokar (left) gives opening remarks at the MRC 
forum (Photo by Liza Mantilla, USAID/OFDA). 
_________________________________________________ 
    
    Commencing in January 2005, the FMMP aims to lessen 
adverse impacts of floods on lives and livelihoods in the re-
gion while preserving the environmental benefits of floods.     
    Participants noted that national flood reports have im-
proved significantly over recent years, demonstrating in-
creased capacity and a solid knowledge of how to communi-
cate effectively and lessen the impact of flood risks.  
    The USAID/OFDA-supported Lower Mekong Flash Flood 
Guidance System is part of the FMMP and aims to aid na-
tional agencies in each MRC member country to monitor 
potential for flash floods and prepare warnings for at-risk 
communities. The guidance system detected potential flash 
flood events during Typhoon Ketsana while countries in the 
region were testing and being trained on the system.  
    The system will become operational in the Regional Flood 
Management and Mitigation Center, based in in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia, and four Lower Mekong basin countries by the 
onset of the upcoming 2010 rainy season.    
    Since 2001, USAID/OFDA and other U.S. Government 
agencies have been providing support to the MRC on satel-
lite precipitation estimation and forecasts in support of MRC 
flood forecasting efforts.  
    Over the last decade, USAID/OFDA has provided techni-
cal assistance to support the program’s forecasting and early 
warning activities and funding worth approximately $2.5 mil-
lion, including an estimated $1 million to MRC. 

Field Assessment in Vietnam 
(Continued from page 1) 

    Approximately half of USAID/OFDA's total $1 million 
assistance to Vietnam in response to Typhoon Ketsana was 
awarded to ARC to initiate a cash transfer program for se-
lected beneficiaries. The ARC program was designed to as-
sist especially vulnerable families who had lost houses and 
livelihoods through cash distributions to address emergency 
gaps. ARC implemented the program jointly with the VNRC 
in the four hardest hit provinces of Quang Nam, Quang 
Ngai, Kon Tum, and Gia Lai.   
    The program successfully reached approximately 30,000 
people. The USAID/OFDA team found that the cash transfer 
was well received by affected communities and filled an im-
portant gap in the recovery process. The most common use 
of the cash was purchase of food. Other common uses in-
cluded purchase of farming tools and fertilizer, restoration of 
agricultural land, and repair of damaged houses.  
    USAID/OFDA provided more than $1 million to imple-
menting partners ARC, International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, and Save the Children to 
support relief activities in Vietnam following Ketsana.  

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance 
Regional Office for Asia-Pacific  
USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia (RDMA)  
Bangkok, Thailand 
Tel:  +66-2-257-3000 
Internet: www.usaid.gov 

USAID/OFDA Assists Flood-Affected 
Families in China 

    USAID/OFDA provided $50,000 to the Red Cross 
Society of China for the provision of relief supplies in 
response to floods in China. Since June 10, monsoon 
rains have caused widespread flooding in several central 
and southern provinces, including the most-affected 
provinces of Fujian, Jiangxi, Hunan, and Guizhou. Guang-
dong and Fujian have each received more than 40 inches 
of rain in recent days, with some affected provinces 
experiencing their worst flooding in more than 50 years. 
Floods have affected more than 29 million people, killed 
at least 235 others, left more than 109 people missing, 
and caused the evacuation of more than 2.4 million indi-
viduals from flooded areas as of June 25.   
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VNRC staff shows 
damage caused by 
Typhoon Ketsana in 
Kon Tum Province 
(Photo by Liza Man-
tilla, USAID/OFDA). 
__________________ 
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