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DISASTER RESPONSE

USAID/OFDA Supports Early Recovery in Disaster-Affected Areas of Indonesia

As families continue to return to houses in volcano-affected areas of Indonesia, USAID/OFDA has expanded support for

early recovery activities, helping to rebuild communities by assisting families
in re-establishing their livelihoods and rehabilitating water infrastructure.
From late November to early December, a USAID/OFDA Regional Advisor
(RA) visited disaster-affected areas of Indonesia to monitor ongoing pro-
grams, as well as review priorities for early recovery activities in volcano-
Based on meetings with Government of Indonesia officials,
relief agencies, and USAID/Indonesia, USAID/OFDA has focused early recov-
ery support in volcano-affected areas on the rehabilitation of water infra-
structure, distribution of tools for short-cycle crop cultivation, and provision

affected areas.

of cash grants and support for cash-for-work activities to supply households o

with the resources to buy food and other critically needed goods.

Following the mid-November reduction in the evacuation zone, an esti-
mated 160,000 people have returned to homes near the Merapi volcano.

Volcanic ash covers houses and fields in af-

However, returning families have faced numerous challenges in restarting fected villages near Mt. Merapi. (Photo by

their lives and livelihoods. In Magelang District, Central Java Province, local

Rob Friedman, USAID/OFDA).

officials reported that volcanic ash destroyed 80 percent of crops—many
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Supporting Disaster Preparedness in Laos

In mid-December, a USAID/OFDA RA traveled to Laos to at-
tend the first Program for the Enhancement of Emergency Re-
sponse (PEER) training courses held in the country—Community
Action for Disaster Response (CADRE) and Hospital Prepared-
ness for Emergencies (HOPE)—as well as participate in a work-
shop on the draft National Risk Profile Report.

Launch of CADRE and HOPE in Laos
Funded by USAID/OFDA since 1998 and implemented by the
Asian Disaster Preparedness Center, PEER is a regional disaster
risk reduction initiative aimed at improving disaster response ca-
pacity, reducing mortality, and increasing the survival rate of disas-
ter victims. Laos joined the thlrd stage of PEER in 2010, which
@@ aims to improve community
"2 and hospital preparedness
— through the CADRE and HOPE
| courses. By the end of the first
. CADRE course in Laos, the 24
ma Participants from the Lao Red
Cross were able to assess haz-
ards, manage mass casualties,
and rescue people trapped un-
der collapsed buildings, among
other activities. Twenty-six
participants from the Govern-
ment of Laos Ministry of Health

CADRE participants work to
rescue a “dummy” victim from
a collapsed structure during a
simulation. (Photo by Brian
Heidel, USAID/IOFDA). and
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USAID/OFDA Monitors Typhoon Megi

Response Programs in the Philippines
From December 5 to 8, the USAID/OFDA Principal
Regional Advisor (PRA) for East Asia and the Pacific
traveled to Typhoon Megi-affected areas in the Philip-
pines to
monitor on-
going shelter
and agricul-
tural recov-
ery pro-
grams. With
USAID/
OFDA fund-
ing, World
Vision had
distributed  world Vision distributes housing ma-
shelter ma-  terigls to typhoon-affected families.

terials to (Photo by Al Dwyer, USAID/OFDA).
450 families

to repair their houses and provided at least 2,700
households with rice seeds to restart agricultural pro-
duction as of early December.

In mid-October, Typhoon Megi—locally known as
Juan—swept through North Luzon, completely or par-
tially damaging more than 120,000 houses and the
crops of an estimated 50,000

(Continued on page 2)




Monitoring Programs in the Philippines
(Contlnued from Page 1)
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With USAID/OFDA funding, typhoon-affected families re-
ceived rice seeds in time for the November planting season.
(Photo by Al Dwyer, USAID/OFDA).

farmers in the most-affected Isabela Province. While many
families began to repair damaged houses and buy replacement
seeds following the typhoon, many of the poorest and most
vulnerable families lacked the resources to rebuild their houses
and restart their livelihoods. In response, USAID/OFDA pro-
vided $1.1 million to World Vision to help vulnerable families
restart agriculture and repair houses in Isabela Province, in-
creasing total USAID/OFDA funding in response to Typhoon
Megi to $1.2 million.

“With USAID/OFDA funding, families reported receiving
rice seeds of extremely high quality in time for the November
planting season, helping to improve food security,” PRA Al
Dwyer noted. World Vision is also distributing corn seeds in
coastal areas ahead of the February planting season.

As of early December, World Vision had also distributed
shelter material packages, including items such as galvanized
iron sheeting, cement, and tools, to at least 450 families with
USAID/OFDA funding. Designed to complement shelter initia-
tives undertaken by the Government of the Republic of the
Philippines and other agencies, USAID/OFDA-supported shelter
activities have enabled typhoon-affected families to rebuild and
repair their houses in a safe manner. World Vision is currently
working to distribute shelter packages to an additional 1,500
families in coastal areas of Isabela Province.
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ASEAN Regional Forum Disaster Relief Exercise
Planning Meeting

From December 13 to 17, a USAID/OFDA RA traveled
to Manado, Indonesia, to attend the final Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Regional Forum (ARF)
Disaster Relief Exercise (DiREx) planning conference. The
DiREx—scheduled for March 201 |—will be premised on a
7.5 magnitude earthquake and subsequent tsunami affecting
Manado and surrounding coastal areas and will include rep-
resentation from civil society, defense agencies, disaster
relief experts, and members from at least 14 of the 16
ASEAN member states, as well as seven non-ASEAN dia-
logue partners. USAID/OFDA staff plan to participate in
the exercise and advise working groups as needed in coor-
dination with other U.S. Government officials. During the
December conference, ARF co-chairs from Japan and Indo-
nesia led participants in finalizing planning and site surveys
to ensure the successful execution of the 2011 DiREx.
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USAID/OFDA Staff Attend the Pacific Humanitar-
ian Team (PHT) Workshop in Fiji

From December 8 to 10, a USAID/OFDA RA attended a
PHT workshop in Suva, Fiji. Hosted by the U.N. Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and attended by a
range of disaster response agencies in the Pacific, the work-
shop focused on reviewing the structure of the humanitar-
ian community in the Pacific and identifying opportunities to
improve regional preparedness, response, and advocacy,
among other activities.

Early Recovery in Indonesia

(Continued from Page 1)

families’ main source of income—threatening food security and
livelihoods. Ash also clogged |5 of the 20 water springs in Du-
kun sub-district, leaving families with no reliable water supply.

In response, USAID/OFDA is providing $550,000 to Save the
Children to rehabilitate an estimated 53 percent of damaged
water springs and other water infrastructure in Dukun sub-
district, train women’s groups to reinforce good health and hy-
giene practices, distribute materials for short-cycle plant cultiva-
tion, and provide cash grants and cash-for-work opportunities
for an estimated 8,000 volcano-affected individuals. To date,
USAID/OFDA has provided more than $1.I million in response
to the Mt. Merapi eruption.

Supporting Disaster Preparedness in Laos
(Continued from Page 1)

other health care institutions also attended the first HOPE
course in Laos, which focuses on improving hospital and health-
care facilities’ capacity to manage emergencies and mass casualty
events. The best students from these ;

and other
trainings

Participants assess in-

will partici-  ;red individuals in a
pate in Na-  mass casualty simula-
tional and 45 (Photo by Brian
regional

Heidel, USAID/OFDA).
training of

trainers

workshops to expand the number of
CADRE and HOPE instructors, as well as the number of people
trained, in Laos and other countries in the region.

Profiling Risks in Laos

From December 14 to |5, the USAID/OFDA RA also joined
technical specialists and disaster management personnel at a
workshop in Vientiane, Laos, to provide input on a draft Na-
tional Risk Profile Report, which outlines seven significant haz-
ards in the country, including floods, storms, drought, landslides,
epidemics, unexploded ordnance, and earthquakes. Participants
agreed that, although Laos is generally at a low risk for major
disasters, more needs to be done to improve disaster prepared-
ness from the local to the national level. In early 2011, the U.N.
Development Program plans to host an event to present the
final report and discuss follow-up actions.
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