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BACKGROUND AND KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
• From August 8 to 9, Typhoon Morakot passed over Taiwan with heavy rains and wind speeds of more than 100 mph, 

resulting in extensive flooding and mudslides.  The storm caused widespread damage throughout central and southern 
Taiwan, particularly in Kaohsiung, Pingtung, Taitung, Nantou, Chiayi, and Tainan counties.  Typhoon Morakot has 
displaced approximately 4,000 people and resulted in the deaths of at least 126 people, with 45 people injured and 61 
reported missing, according to the Taiwan authorities.  The death toll is expected to increase considerably as recovery 
operations continue.   

• The USAID/OFDA regional advisor reported on August 18 that the humanitarian situation is stable, that no immediate 
life-threatening situations are being reported, and that critical requirements for food, water, shelter, and health 
assistance are being met in the affected areas. 

• On August 9, following reporting of the typhoon’s impacts by the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT), 
USAID/OFDA provided $250,000 through AIT to support the relief efforts of the Taiwan Red Cross Organization 
(TRCO).  Following the initial response, USAID/OFDA deployed a regional advisor to Taiwan on August 14.  The 
regional advisor is working closely with the TRCO, local government officials, the Taiwan military, and U.S. 
Department of Defense (DoD) personnel to assess humanitarian needs and coordinate U.S. Government (USG) 
assistance efforts. 

• On August 15 and 16, the DoD delivered 517,420 water purification tablets and 120 rolls of plastic tarpaulin via two 
C-130 cargo planes for distribution to typhoon-affected populations.  In addition, the U.S. Pacific Command 
(PACOM) is providing air assets, including two heavy-lift helicopters that are transporting excavation equipment, and 
two helicopters from the ship U.S.S. Denver on stand-by in the event that additional transportation of relief supplies 
and personnel is needed.   

 
NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                                                          SOURCE 
Total Affected Population 126 dead, 61 missing, 45 injured, approximately 

4,000 displaced 
Taiwan authorities – August 2009 

 
FY 2009 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING PROVIDED TO DATE 
USAID/OFDA Assistance to Taiwan .......................................................................................................................$250,000 
DoD Assistance to Taiwan .........................................................................................................................To be determined 
Total USG Humanitarian Assistance to Taiwan.....................................................................................................$250,000 
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
• Taiwan authorities reported that Typhoon Morakot damaged more than 130 roads and 68 bridges, cut off safe drinking 

water to an estimated 850,000 households, and left 130,000 households without power.  As reported by the U.N. 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, the most affected areas include Gaoxiong, Pingtung, and Tainan 
counties in southern Taiwan. 

• According to the USAID/OFDA regional advisor, approximately 4,000 displaced people received assistance in 
collective centers at the height of the emergency.  As of August 16, an estimated 1,000 people remained in collective 
centers, as most typhoon-affected individuals were taking shelter with family and friends. 

• On August 18, the USAID/OFDA regional advisor participated in an aerial assessment of Kaohsiung, the most 
affected county.  The regional advisor reported that Taiwan authorities plan to reopen road access to affected areas 
in seven days.  Nine bridges and several kilometers of roads remain impassable. 

• The USAID/OFDA regional advisor reported on August 16 that the Taiwan military had deployed teams to rural 
villages in affected areas to support the local distribution of emergency relief supplies.  In addition, an estimated 5,000 
Taiwan military staff and volunteer organizations are assisting with immediate cleanup activities, including land 
clearance.  Taiwan authorities are focusing on cleanup, recovery, and rehabilitation efforts. 



Taiwan Typhoon – August 18, 2009 

• To support search and rescue efforts, the TRCO has deployed more than 200 volunteers to assist local authorities in 
Tainan and Kaohsiung in southern Taiwan.  The Taiwan military has also provided 70 helicopters to support 
evacuations and search and rescue operations. 

 
USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
• On August 9, following initial reporting by AIT, USAID/OFDA provided $250,000 through AIT to support the 

relief efforts of the TRCO.  A USAID/OFDA regional advisor is currently in country working closely with the 
TRCO, local government officials, the Taiwan military, and DoD officials.  The regional advisor is assessing the 
extent of the damage in affected areas, identifying additional assistance requirements, and coordinating USG 
assistance efforts. 

• On August 15 and 16, DoD delivered 517,420 water purification tablets and 120 rolls of plastic tarpaulin donated by 
the DoD via two C-130 cargo planes for distribution to typhoon-affected populations.  PACOM is also providing air 
assets, including two heavy-lift helicopters that are transporting excavation equipment, and two helicopters from the 
ship U.S.S. Denver on stand-by in the event that additional transportation of relief supplies and personnel is needed.   

 
 

USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO TAIWAN 
        

FY 2009 
Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

TRCO Emergency Relief Supplies Affected Areas $250,000 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA      $250,000 
DOD ASSISTANCE 

DOD Emergency Relief Supplies, Logistics and 
Transportation Affected Areas To be determined 

TOTAL DOD     To be determined 
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN FY 2009 $250,000  
        

FY 2009 USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO TAIWAN 
USAID/OFDA     $250,000 
DOD     To be determined 
TOTAL FY 2009 USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO TAIWAN $250,000 

1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of August 18, 2009.   
 
 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

• The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian 
organizations that are conducting relief operations.  Information on organizations responding to the humanitarian 
situation in Taiwan can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

• USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in 
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, warehouse 
space, etc.); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-
stricken region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

• More information can be found at: 
o USAID:  www.usaid.gov – Keyword:  Donations 
o The Center for International Disaster Information:  www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914 
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 
 
 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.cidi.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
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