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KEY DEVELOPMENTS  
• From June 17 to 18, the U.S. Chargé d’Affaires and USAID/OFDA staff traveled to Vavuniya District in northern Sri 

Lanka.  The team met with local Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) authorities and U.N. and non-governmental 
organization (NGO) partners, and visited USAID/OFDA-funded health, shelter, and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH) programs implemented at Manik Farm internally displaced person (IDP) camp. 

• United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) staff reported that as of the June 15 deadline, all humanitarian 
organizations had signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the GoSL.  The MOU details the guidelines 
for on-going GoSL and NGO cooperation to address the humanitarian needs of IDPs.  

• Local media reported on June 22 that the GoSL is scheduled to establish two forums, one in Colombo and one in 
Vavuniya, composed of senior U.N. and NGO staff to discuss protection issues and coordinate humanitarian activities.      

 
NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                                                                         SOURCE 
IDPs who fled the conflict zone between October 27 and May 19* 285,018 OCHA1 – June 18, 2009 
IDPs in camps in Jaffna, Mannar, Trincomalee, and Vavuniya districts 280,148 OCHA – June 18, 2009 

*  OCHA estimates based on improved IDP registration as of June 16 
 

FY 2008 AND FY 2009 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING TO DATE 
USAID/OFDA Assistance to Sri Lanka ........................................................................................................... $11,027,446 
USAID/FFP2 Assistance to Sri Lanka ............................................................................................................. $42,900,000 
State/PRM3 Assistance to Sri Lanka4 ................................................................................................................. $6,820,000 
State/PMWRA5Assistance to Sri Lanka............................................................................................................. $8,079,322 
Total USAID and State Humanitarian Assistance to Sri Lanka ................................................................... $68,826,768 
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
• OCHA reported that more than 280,000 people resided in temporary camps as of June 16, including approximately 

260,000 people in Vavuniya District camps.  Between October 27, 2008 and June 16, 2009, more than 285,000 people 
crossed from the former conflict zone to GoSL-controlled territory, according to OCHA.   

• On June 23, the World Bank announced the approval of a $24 million credit to support GoSL efforts for improved 
health service delivery programs.  The World Bank country director in Sri Lanka stated that $12 million of the total 
amount is expected to fund health services for IDPs in former conflict areas. 

• On June 23, the European Commission announced the allocation of €5 million, or approximately $7 million, to NGOs 
and U.N. agencies for the purchase and distribution of emergency relief supplies as well as health, nutrition, and 
WASH activities for IDPs.  

• During the June 17 to 18 visit to Vavuniya District, USAID/OFDA staff observed several commercial activities at 
Manik Farm IDP camp, including mobile bakeries, banks, barber shops, and stores selling non-food items.  Vendors 
also sell fish and meat, according to the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 

 
Health 
• On June 17 and 18, the U.S. Chargé d’Affaires and USAID/OFDA staff visited two USAID/OFDA-funded primary 

health care centers established by the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Manik Farm IDP camp.  The 
                                                           
1 U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
2 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) 
3 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) 
4 In addition, State/PRM has provided support to the South Asia regional activities of UNHCR and the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
which includes programs to support IDPs, refugees, and conflict victims throughout South Asia, including Sri Lanka. 
5 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Political and Military Affairs Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement (State/PMWRA) 
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primary health care centers are equipped with pharmacies and staffed with GoSL Ministry of Health (MoH) doctors 
and nurses.  IOM had established six of the 10 planned primary health care centers at the Manik Farm site as of early 
June. 

• While in Vavuniya District, the U.S. Chargé d’Affaires and USAID/OFDA staff also visited two USAID/OFDA-
supported referral hospitals established by implementing partner Medical Teams International (MTI).  The two 
referral hospitals receive up to a total of 3,000 patients per day.  USAID/OFDA supports these hospitals with funding 
provided through an umbrella grant with UMCOR. 

• On June 12, the MoH reported having provided 37 ambulances equipped with basic life support equipment to 
hospitals providing care to IDP patients.  The MoH plans to contribute an additional 40 ambulances to primary health 
care centers in IDP camps, with the assistance of MTI and local government authorities.   

• As of June 12, the U.N. World Health Organization (WHO) reported 12,195 chicken pox cases and 2,139 hepatitis A 
cases in IDP transit sites and camps in Vavuniya District.  WHO also noted that medical personnel have treated a 
significant number of IDPs for acute upper respiratory tract and skin infections.  WHO observed that the disease 
surveillance system remained relatively weak at Manik Farm and indicated that several doctors were not referring 
patients to the nearest hospital as recommended. 

 
Humanitarian Access 
• At a June 17 meeting with the U.S. Chargé d’Affaires and USAID/OFDA staff, UNHCR staff noted that access to the 

Manik Farm site had improved in recent weeks.   
 
Nutrition 
• At a June 17 meeting with U.N. representatives in Vavuniya District, the U.N. Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported 

providing targeted services for malnourished children with and without medical complications.  Children who are 
malnourished and who do not present medical complications receive a two-week supply of supplementary food such 
as BP-100 high energy biscuits.  Children with medical complications are transferred to the pediatric ward at the 
hospital in Vavuniya District to receive treatment and therapeutic feeding.   

• On June 15, UNICEF reported that 12 of the 21 planned nutrition centers were operational in Manik Farm IDP camp, 
with six centers staffed by personnel from the local NGO Sarvodaya and the MoH. 

 
WASH 
• As of June 24, USAID/OFDA partner UMCOR reported that the NGOs Sewalanka and Arbeiter-Samariter Bund 

(ASB) had built 580 latrines in Manik Farm IDP camp with USAID/OFDA funds provided through the UMCOR 
umbrella grant. 

• On June 18, the U.S. Chargé d’Affaires and USAID/OFDA staff visited WASH programs at Manik Farm 
implemented by NGOs ASB and the Agency for Technical Cooperation and Development (ACTED) with funding 
from the UMCOR umbrella grant.  ACTED also has five 6,000-liter water bowsers, or water distribution trailers, in 
Vavuniya District, of which two are funded by USAID/OFDA.  USAID/OFDA has provided support for ASB and 
ACTED through the UMCOR umbrella grant. 

• At the June 15 WASH meeting with USAID/OFDA and the U.K. Department for International Development (DFID), 
the chief of the WASH section at UNICEF reported progress on two pipelines from the local river to Manik Farm IDP 
camp.  The GoSL National Water and Drainage Board and UNICEF completed construction of the first pipeline to 
one zone of Manik Farm and scheduled completion of the second pipeline to another zone in June.  The UNICEF-
supported pipeline is expected to provide an estimated 4 million liters of water per day. 

 
USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
• A USAID humanitarian assistance team composed of two USAID/OFDA staff members remains in Sri Lanka 

working closely with USAID/Sri Lanka and partners to assess needs and coordinate U.S. Government (USG) 
humanitarian assistance. 

• On October 21, 2008, U.S. Ambassador Robert O. Blake redeclared a disaster in Sri Lanka due to increased conflict 
and resulting displacement, requesting USAID/OFDA support for FY 2009.   

• To date in FY 2009, USAID/OFDA has provided more than $6 million to assist IDPs and returnees, including support 
for health, logistics, protection, disaster risk reduction, agriculture and food security, economy and market systems, 
shelter and settlements, humanitarian coordination and information management, and WASH programs.   

• In FY 2009, USAID/FFP has provided 19,490 metric tons (MT) of P.L. 480 Title II emergency food assistance, 
valued at $14.3 million, to the U.N. World Food Program (WFP).  To date in FY 2009, State/PRM has provided $4.8 
million to ICRC and UNHCR to support conflict-affected Sri Lankans.  In addition, State/PRM has provided support 
to UNHCR and ICRC regional programs, which include activities to support IDPs, refugees, and conflict victims 
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throughout South Asia, including Sri Lanka.  State/PMWRA has also contributed $6,600,000 for humanitarian 
demining in key areas of northern Sri Lanka including Jaffna, Kilinochchi, Mannar, and Vavuniya districts. 

 
USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO SRI LANKA 

FOR THE COMPLEX EMERGENCY IN FY 2008 AND FY 2009 
        

FY 2009 
Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

IOM Health Jaffna, Mannar, 
Vavuniya districts  $880,866 

UMCOR 

Umbrella Award for Small Grants in Health, 
Protection, Risk Reduction, Agriculture and 
Food Security, Economy and Market Systems, 
Shelter and Settlements, Water, Sanitation, 
and Hygiene 

Batticaloa, Jaffna, 
Kilinochchi, 
Mannar, 
Mullaitivu, 
Trincomalee, and 
Vavuniya districts 

$3,500,060 

UNICEF Nutrition and Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene  

Ampara, 
Batticaloa, Jaffna, 
Kilinochchi, 
Mullaitivu, 
Trincomalee, and 
Vavuniya districts 

$1,700,000 

Administrative Costs     $17,738 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA      $6,098,664 

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE2 

WFP 19,490 MT of P.L. 480 Title II Emergency 
Food Assistance Countrywide $14,300,000 

TOTAL USAID/FFP      $14,300,000 
STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE 

ICRC IDP Assistance and Protection 
Northern, North-
Central, and 
Eastern provinces 

$1,760,000 

UNHCR IDP Assistance and Protection Countrywide $3,070,000 

TOTAL STATE/PRM      $4,830,000 
STATE/PMWRA 

Danish Demining Group 
(DDG), HALO Trust, Mine 
Action Group (MAG), Swiss 
Foundation for Mine Action 
(FSD) 

Humanitarian Demining 

Jaffna, 
Kilinochchi, 
Mannar, and 
Vavuniya districts 

$6,600,000 

TOTAL STATE/PMWRA    $6,600,000 
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN FY 2009 $31,828,664 



FY 2008 
Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

ACTED 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economy and 
Market Systems, Water, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene 

Batticaloa District $599,999 

IOM Economy and Market Systems 

Batticaloa, Jaffna, 
Kilinochchi, 
Mannar, 
Trincomalee, and 
Vavuniya districts 

$605,000 

Internews Humanitarian Coordination and Management 
North, North-
Central, and 
Eastern Provinces 

$826,851 

Norwegian Refugee Council Protection 
Batticaloa, 
Trincomalee, and 
Vavuniya districts 

$614,991 

UMCOR 

Umbrella Award for Small Grants in Health, 
Protection, Risk Reduction, Agriculture and 
Food Security, Economy and Market Systems, 
Shelter and Settlements, Water, Sanitation, 
and Hygiene 

Batticaloa, Jaffna, 
Kilinochchi, 
Mannar, 
Mullaitivu, 
Trincomalee, and 
Vavuniya districts 

$1,000,000 

WFP Logistics, Emergency Relief Supplies Countrywide $1,250,000 
USAID/Sri Lanka Administration and Logistics Countrywide $31,941 
TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE  $4,928,782 

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE2 

WFP 36,260 MT of P.L. 480 Title II Emergency 
Food Assistance Countrywide $28,600,000 

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE    $28,600,000 
STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE 

UNHCR IDP Assistance Countrywide $1,990,000 
TOTAL STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE    $1,990,000 

STATE/PMWRA       

DDG, FSD, MAG Humanitarian Demining Countrywide $1,479,322 

TOTAL STATE/PMWRA    $1,479,322 
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE  IN FY 2008 $36,998,104 

    
FY 2008 AND FY 2009 USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE PROVIDED TO DATE 

USAID/OFDA     $11,027,446 
USAID/FFP      $42,900,000 
STATE/PRM      $6,820,000 
STATE/PMWRA     $8,079,322 
TOTAL FY 2008 AND FY 2009 USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO SRI LANKA $68,826,768 

1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of June 25, 2009.   
2 Estimated value of food assistance 



 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
• The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations.  Information on organizations responding to the humanitarian situation in Sri 
Lanka can be found at www.reliefweb.int. 

• USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in 
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse 
space); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken 
region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

• More information can be found at: 
o USAID:  www.usaid.gov – Keyword:  Donations 
o The Center for International Disaster Information:  www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914 
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.cidi.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
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