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BACKGROUND 
Recurrent seasons of failed or poor rains, sustained high food prices, environmental degradation, outbreaks of disease, 
and flooding have led to deteriorating food security conditions throughout Kenya, straining coping mechanisms, 
exacerbating existing chronic poverty, and contributing to increased inter-ethnic conflict over access to limited land and 
water resources.  Food insecurity in Kenya has also occurred in the context of ongoing civil and political unrest, 
including violence associated with the December 2007 election that displaced more than 663,000 people in Nairobi and 
across areas of Rift Valley, Western, Nyanza, and Coast provinces, according to the Government of Kenya (GoK).  
Although the majority of displaced individuals have subsequently returned to areas of origin, vulnerabilities among 
remaining internally displaced persons (IDPs) and disruptions to agricultural production in affected areas have 
contributed to increased food insecurity.         
 
On August 20, the Kenya Food Security Steering Group (KFSSG)1 increased the projected number of people requiring 
emergency food assistance between September 2009 and February 2010 to 3.8 million individuals, representing a 32 
percent increase since February 2009.  In addition, the report identified approximately 2.5 million chronically food-
insecure individuals located in urban areas, 100,000 persons displaced by post-election violence, 1.5 million drought-
affected primary school students, and 2 million rural HIV/AIDS patients as food insecure countrywide and in need of 
humanitarian assistance.     
 
On October 29, 2008, U.S. Ambassador Michael E. Ranneberger reissued a disaster declaration due to food insecurity in 
Kenya.  To date in FY 2009, the U.S. Government (USG) has provided nearly $192 million for humanitarian assistance 
programs in Kenya, including more than $24 million in USAID/OFDA funding to support nutrition, economic recovery 
and market systems, agriculture and food security, and water, sanitation, and hygiene interventions, as well as local 
procurement and distribution of food. 
 

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                                                        SOURCE 
Total Population in Need of Emergency Food 
Assistance until February 2010 3.8 million KFSSG – August 2009 

FY 2009 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING 
USAID/OFDA Assistance to Kenya .............................................................................................................$24,239,293 
USAID/FFP2 Assistance to Kenya..............................................................................................................$135,427,300 
State/PRM3 Assistance to Kenya..................................................................................................................$23,140,044 
USDA4 Assistance to Kenya............................................................................................................................$9,000,000 
Total USG Humanitarian Assistance to Kenya ........................................................................................$191,806,637 

                                                           
1 KFSSG works as an advisory body on drought management and food security in Kenya.  The group consists of 12 members, including GoK 
departments and ministries, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), U.N. agencies, and the USAID-funded Famine Early Warning Systems 
Network (FEWS NET). 
2 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) 
3 U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (State/PRM) 
4 U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 
CURRENT SITUATION 
Poor performance of the March to June portion of the 
long rains, combined with high food prices and three 
previous consecutive seasons of poor rains, have 
resulted in deteriorating food security, nutrition, and 
livestock conditions in most pastoral areas, coastal 
lowlands, and southeastern lowlands, as well as parts 
of southern Rift Valley and Central provinces.   
 

 
On August 20, KFSSG released findings from the 2009 
long rains season assessment, conducted in late May 
and July 2009 in 30 districts throughout Kenya.  The 
report identified 3.8 million individuals in need of 
emergency food assistance, representing a significant 
increase from the 2.6 million drought-affected 
individuals identified as requiring food assistance in 
the February 2009 short rains assessment.  In addition, 
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the long rains assessment identified 1.5 million primary 
school children requiring food assistance, an increase 
of 800,000 children from the previous short rain 
assessment results.   
 
Due to decreased crop production and limited water 
and pasture regeneration during the long rains, 
humanitarian agencies expect food insecurity to persist 
or increase for pastoralists until the onset of the 
October to December 2009 short rains and until the 
subsequent February 2010 harvest for farmers.  In 
response to increased food insecurity, in mid-August, 
the GoK established an emergency response program 
to lead GoK response plans and provide food, water, 
and medicine to food-insecure Kenyans in the most-
affected arid and semi-arid lands (ASAL) of the 
country.     
 
USAID/OFDA continues to monitor humanitarian 
conditions, conduct assessments in drought-affected 
areas, and coordinate with implementing partners to 
prioritize critical assistance programs for affected 
populations.  In response to increased humanitarian 
needs countrywide, USAID/OFDA provided more than 
$4.2 million in additional humanitarian assistance 
programming during the months of July and August.   
 
Agriculture and Food Security 
According to KFSSG, the 2009 long rains performed 
poorly in most areas of the country, with four of the 
eight provinces of Kenya experiencing less than 40 
percent of average rainfall for the season.  As a result 
of poor or failed rains, KFSSG anticipates a 2009 long 
rain season maize harvest 28 percent below the five-
year average, with possible further decreases in the 
coming weeks due to crop failures in the main maize-
producing areas of Rift Valley Province.   
 
In pastoral areas, drought conditions have resulted in 
deteriorating livestock body conditions, increased 
incidence and risk of livestock disease, and early and 
extended livestock migration patterns.  According to 
GoK officials, poor pasture has led pastoralists to move 
between 60 and 90 percent of livestock from normal 
grazing zones in search of water and pasture and 
contributed to significant livestock deaths.   
 
In response to reports of deteriorating food security 
conditions, USAID/OFDA field staff visited West 
Pokot and Turkana districts, Rift Valley Province, from 
August 18 to 22.  USAID/OFDA staff observed 
distressed population coping mechanisms in certain 
areas, such as increased school dropout rates, cross-
border livestock migration, and reduced meal 
consumption.  However, USAID/OFDA staff 
highlighted varying rain performance within the 
districts, noting healthy livestock and maize crops in 
some locations assessed. 

In addition to affecting vulnerable farmers and 
pastoralists, KFSSG reports that poor rains, loss of 
livestock, and limited grazing area has affected the 
food security of approximately 100,000 IDPs from 
post-election violence residing in transit centers in Rift 
Valley Province.  According to KFSSG, failure to plant 
crops in 2008, limited household food stocks, lack of 
quality seeds, and long distances between farms and 
transit camps have also contributed to deteriorating 
food security conditions among IDPs. 
 
According to KFSSG, average staple food prices 
remain significantly above normal price levels 
throughout Kenya, exacerbating food insecurity and 
resulting in deteriorating terms of trade, particularly 
among pastoral, agro-pastoral, and marginal 
agricultural populations.  In August, KFSSG reported 
maize prices 100 to 130 percent higher than normal 
levels.  At the same time, relief agencies report 
livestock prices 30 to 50 percent below normal due to 
poor animal conditions and livestock migration.     
 
In FY 2009, USAID/OFDA provided nearly $17 
million to support agriculture and food security and 
economic recovery and market systems programs in 
Kenya, including interventions in pastoral areas 
intended to safeguard livelihood assets.  USAID/OFDA 
funding includes $15 million provided to a five-
member NGO consortium as part of a Horn Food Price 
Crisis Regional Strategy.  The program is designed to 
complement the President’s Food Security Response 
Initiative and strengthen livelihood opportunities, 
protect and diversify household assets, and increase 
agricultural productivity among more than 663,000 
vulnerable pastoralists and subsistence farmers 
throughout northern and eastern regions. 
 
Insecurity and Population Movements 
Relief agencies continue to report concerns regarding 
increased inter-ethnic fighting and resource-related 
conflicts, particularly in West Pokot and Turkana 
districts, Rift Valley Province, and Isiolo District, 
Eastern Province.  According to the U.N. Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, violence in 
pastoral areas killed 242 people between January 1 and 
August 21, an increase from the 222 reported deaths 
during the same time period in 2008.   
 
Increased incidence of livestock theft and inter-ethnic 
conflict have also resulted in displacement and 
depleted livelihood assets.  According to a 
USAID/OFDA staff assessment conducted between 
July 22 and 23, recent and recurrent inter-ethnic 
fighting has killed 7 people, temporarily displaced 
more than 7,000 others, and resulted in the burning of 
84 homesteads in Kuria District, Nyanza Province.    
 
In North Eastern Province, ongoing population 
movements to the Dadaab refugee complex have 
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resulted in overcrowded conditions, limited camp 
services, and environmental pressure on surrounding 
Kenyan communities.  Between January and early 
August, the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) reported the registration of 
approximately 47,000 refugees at the camp complex, 
including more than 41,000 Somalis displaced due to 
increased fighting in Mogadishu and surrounding areas.  
Intended to accommodate 90,000 people, the camp 
complex currently hosts nearly 290,000 individuals.  
To ease crowded camp conditions, UNHCR and the 
International Organization for Migration have begun 
the transfer of 12,900 Somali refugees to Kakuma 
camp in northwest Kenya. 
 
To date in FY 2009, State/PRM has provided more 
than $23 million in funding to UNHCR and NGO 
partners for humanitarian interventions throughout 
Kenya, including the provision of health care and other 
assistance in Dadaab and Kakuma refugee camps. 
 
Health and Nutrition 
Limited health care system capacity and highly mobile 
populations have contributed to new disease outbreaks 
throughout Kenya, negatively affecting populations 
already vulnerable due to increased food insecurity and 
malnutrition.  According to the U.N., recent disease 
outbreaks have occurred in the context of an overall 
decline in health indicators following the 2008 post-
election violence.  In late June, the U.N. reported that 
vaccination coverage had decreased from 77 percent 
prior to the outbreak of the 2008 violence to 66 
percent, while disease surveillance capacity had 
declined from an estimated 74 percent to 35 percent.  
 
Recent findings from USAID partner and U.N. 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) assessments indicate 
critical and deteriorating nutrition conditions 
throughout the country, including in areas not 
previously experiencing significant global acute 
malnutrition rates.  In June, UNICEF reported 
approximately 250,000 children under five years of age 
as moderately malnourished, including more than 
39,000 severely malnourished children countrywide.  
According to UNICEF, acute malnutrition affects 
approximately one in five children in drought-affected 
Turkana, Mandera, Marsabit, and Samburu districts in 
Rift Valley Province.   
 
In FY 2009, USAID/OFDA provided more than $4.3 
million to support nutrition activities in Kenya.  
USAID/OFDA-supported nutrition interventions 
include the provision of $2 million to UNICEF to 
expand nutrition support capacity, particularly in the 
most-affected ASAL areas.   
 
 
 
 

Emergency Food Assistance 
To support the increased number of people requiring 
emergency food assistance, WFP has increased 
September to February Protracted Relief and Recovery 
Operation commodity needs from 200,000 metric tons 
(MT) to 265,000 MT, valued at approximately $235 
million.  WFP reports an adequate food pipeline 
through September, but notes the need for additional 
funding contributions to prevent a disruption to the 
food pipeline in October.  In response to increased 
needs among primary school children, WFP has also 
expanded school feeding programs to reach nearly 1.2 
million children, and the GoK is providing school 
meals to 500,000 children in affected areas.     
 
To date in FY 2009, USAID/FFP has provided 
approximately 75,960 MT of P.L. 480 Title II 
emergency food assistance, valued at more than $87 
million through WFP to drought-affected populations.  
USAID/FFP has also provided more than $48 million 
in food aid to predominately Somali refugees in 
Dadaab and Kakuma refugee camps in North Eastern 
and Rift Valley provinces, respectively.  In addition, 
USDA has provided $9 million for WFP school 
feeding programs and nutritional education support for 
mothers in Nairobi and surrounding areas.   
 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Poor or failed long rains in most areas of the country, 
combined with previous rain failure, have contributed 
to decreased water access and increased water prices in 
drought-affected areas.  Additionally, KFSSG reports 
decreased water consumption in most affected areas 
due to long distances to access water sources and 
increased water prices.  According to KFSSG, up to 90 
percent of water sources have dried up in affected 
districts, causing populations in most locations in 
northern and eastern pastoral livelihood areas, agro-
pastoral areas, and southeastern marginal agricultural 
areas to decrease water consumption below the Sphere 
standard of 15 liters of water per person per day. 
 
The U.N. World Health Organization (WHO), NGOs, 
and the GoK Ministry of Health continue to monitor 
the spread of waterborne diseases and respond to 
suspected disease outbreaks throughout Kenya.  
Between January 1 and August 10, WHO reported 
more than 4,200 cholera cases and 94 cholera-related 
deaths in 32 districts.  However, as of August 28, 
UNICEF reported that Turkana remained the only 
district reporting active cases.  To date, UNICEF has 
confirmed six cholera cases in Turkana District.      
 
In FY 2009, USAID/OFDA provided more than $2.8 
million to support water, sanitation, and hygiene 
interventions in Eastern, North Eastern, Western, and 
Rift Valley provinces, including programs designed to 
increase access to safe drinking water and strengthen 
drought coping mechanisms in Turkana District.
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USAID AND STATE HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO KENYA 
 

FY 2009 Assistance 
Implementing Partner Activity Location / Province Amount 

USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 
Action Against 
Hunger/USA Nutrition Eastern Province $500,000 

ACTED 
Agriculture and Food Security, Economic 
Recovery and Market Systems, and Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene 

Rift Valley Province $1,000,000 

Concern Economic Recovery and Market Systems, 
Nutrition, and Agriculture and Food Security Rift Valley Province $857,666 

Food for the Hungry Economic Recovery and Market Systems and 
Agriculture and Food Security 

Rift Valley, North 
Eastern, Coast, and 
Eastern Provinces 

$14,999,995 

International Medical 
Corps Nutrition Rift Valley Province $445,000 

Mercy USA Nutrition Rift Valley Province $275,293 

Solidarités Agriculture and Food Security and Water, 
Sanitation, and Hygiene Western Province $999,220 

UNICEF Nutrition Countrywide $2,695,000 
WASDA Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene North Eastern Province  $460,800 
WFP Local Food Procurement and Distribution Countrywide $308,324 
Welthungerhilfe Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Eastern Province $1,500,000 
  Program Support Costs Countrywide $197,995 
TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $24,239,293 

USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE2 

WFP 125,600 MT of P.L. 480 Title II Emergency 
Food Assistance Countrywide $135,427,300 

TOTAL USAID/FFP  $135,427,300 
STATE/PRM ASSISTANCE 

CARE Refugee Assistance to Dadaab Camps North Eastern Province  $1,000,000 

Heshima Kenya, Inc. 
Gender-Based Violence, Sexual Exploitation, 
and Abuse Prevention and Response among 
Refugees in Nairobi 

Nairobi $181,575 

International Rescue 
Committee (IRC) 

Health Care in Hagadera Camp in the 
Dadaab Refugee Complex North Eastern Province  $1,500,000 

IRC Health Care in Kakuma Camp Rift Valley Province $1,050,000 

IRC Health Care in Dadaab and Kakuma Camps Rift Valley and North 
Eastern Provinces $500,000 

Lutheran World 
Federation Refugee Assistance to Kakuma Camp  Rift Valley Province $408,469 

UNHCR Refugee Assistance Countrywide $6,800,000 
UNHCR IDP Protection and Assistance Countrywide $1,000,000 
UNHCR Refugee Assistance for Dadaab Camps North Eastern Province  $6,500,000 
WFP Food Assistance for Refugees in Kenya Countrywide $4,200,000 
TOTAL STATE/PRM $23,140,044 

USDA ASSISTANCE 

WFP School Feeding Nairobi and Surrounding 
Areas $9,000,000 

TOTAL USDA $9,000,000 
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO KENYA IN FY 2009  $191,806,637 

1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of September 2, 2009.  
2 USAID/FFP funding represents actual value of food assistance as of September 2, 2009. 

 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/. 


