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1. Background
On September 2007, the USAID grant 294-A-00-07-00206-00 was awarded to WFP Palestine for the period 30 September 2007 – 29 September 2009. In July 2012, the grant wasextended to 30 June 2013.
Below is the chronology of contributions under this grant:
· September 2007 –USD 7.9 million 
· August 2008 –USD 7.075 million 
· March 2008 –USD 5.0 million 
· March 2009 –USD 3.0 million
· September 2009 –USD 39.3 million 
· September 2010 – USD 3.0 million 
· December 2011 – USD 4.0 million
· April 2012 – USD 7.6 million
WFP has also received contributions from Food for Peace (FFP):
· April 2007 – USD 8,261,700 
· July 2007 – USD 8,118,000 
· May 2008 – USD 696,200 
· March 2009 – USD 6,381,900 
· March 2009 – USD 12,734,400 
· June 2011 – USD 4,594,600
· August 2011 – USD 5,372,220
· April 2012 – USD 4,996,350
· April 2012 – USD 9,984,950

The original grant was meant to support WFP food for work (FFW), food for training (FFT), life skills (LS) and assistance to vulnerable groups (AVG) projects in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. However, starting September 2008, beneficiaries under the FFW and FFT programmes were shifted to the Assistance to Vulnerable Groups programme. These projects have been implemented in partnership with two US PVOs, CHF International and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) which received certification under US regulations to operate in Palestine. As of October 2012, CHF International remains WFP’s only cooperating partner for the AVG programme.

 A number of rules and regulations govern the implementation of this grant.  These are embodied in the following documents: 
· USAID WB/Gaza Mission Order 21 on anti-terrorism procedures. (Notice 2006-WBG-13, which includes vetting forms, anti-terrorism certification (ATC), prohibition against support for Terrorism and restrictions of facility names.)
· The standard implementation procedures for USAID-supported food assistance activities under the WFP’s Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) in the West Bank and Gaza. The SIP for USAID-supported food assistance activities in the West Bank have been last updated in March 2012.
· Prohibition on financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority.
· Value added tax and customs duties.

2. Voucher indicators
[bookmark: _GoBack]In April 2012, USAID confirmed a contribution of USD 7.6 million for the AVG voucher programmme in the West Bank. 
Table 1: Redemption rate and US$ value of vouchers
	Redemption rate and US$ value of vouchers redeemed in West Bank (October – December 2012)

	Redemption Rate (%)
	100

	Total Value (US$)
	2,076,438



Table 2: Depicts the total number of voucher beneficiaries per Governorate
	Number of people benefiting from USAID food assistance
(October-December 2012)

	WB
	Governorate
	Partner
	Beneficiaries

	
	Bethlehem
	CHF
	3,977

	
	Hebron
	CHF
	38,977

	
	Jenin
	CHF
	5,242

	
	Jerusalem
	CHF
	1,033

	
	Nablus
	CHF
	10,375

	
	Qalqiliya
	CHF
	3,327

	
	Total
	
	62,931




3. Delivery of Food Commodities to Cooperating Partners
· During the reporting period, both US and non-US commodities were used for the programme.

Table 2:Depicts the total tonnageof US and non-US funded commoditiesdispatched per cooperating partner for WB and GS from local suppliers and international suppliers

	Total tonnage of commodities (US and non-US) dispatched to cooperating partners from local and international suppliers (October - December 2012)

	Commodity
	CHF WB
	CHF GS
	Type of Procurement/ International or Local

	Wheat Flour
	1.050
	3086.75
	Both

	Vegetable Oil
	71.62
	187.603
	International

	Chickpeas
	117.45
	137
	International

	Sugar
	38.85
	137.3
	International

	Salt
	19.59
	64.208
	Local

	Total
	1297,51
	3612.861
	

















Table 3: Depicts the total tonnage dispatched per commodity (USfunded only) per cooperating partner for WB and GS from local suppliers and international suppliers

	Total tonnage of US funded commodities dispatched to cooperating partners from local and international suppliers (October - December2012)

	Commodity
	CHF WB
	CHF GS
	Type of Procurement/ International or Local

	Wheat Flour
	1.050
	3086.75
	Both

	Vegetable Oil
	71.62
	187.603
	International

	Chickpeas
	117.45
	113.45
	International

	Sugar
	0
	0
	

	Salt
	0
	0
	

	Total
	1239.07
	3387.803
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West Bank distribution cycleGaza distribution cycle

October/December- completed                                                      September/October - completed
                                                                                                                       November/December - completed



4.1	West Bank

· During the 2012 October/Decembercycle, US and non-US funded commodities were distributed to the beneficiaries of the AVG programme. 
· Since July 2012, WFP has been distributing full rations, which in the West Bank covers60% of the daily need.

Table 4: Number of Localities reached in WB during the reporting period

	Number of localities reached in each governorate
(October - December 2012)

	
WB
	Governorate
	Partner
	Localities

	
	Hebron
	CHF
	59

	
	Nablus
	CHF
	14

	
	Tulkarem
	CHF
	18

	
	Jenin
	CHF
	16

	
	Tubas
	CHF
	1

	
	Total WB
	
	108




Table 5: Number of people assisted during the reporting period

	Number of people benefiting from USAID food assistance
(October-December 2012)

	WB
	Governorate
	Partner
	Beneficiaries

	
	Hebron
	CHF
	24,494

	
	Nablus
	CHF
	5,654

	
	Tulkarem
	CHF
	8,213

	
	Jenin
	CHF
	4,552

	
	Tubas
	CHF
	2,035

	
	Total
	
	44,948



Table 6: Total tonnage distributed during the reporting period (US and non-US funded)

	Metric Tons of US and non-US funded Food Commodities Distributed to Beneficiaries 
(October-December 2012)

	WB
	Governorate
	Partner
	Metric Tons

	
	Hebron
	CHF
	667.84

	
	Nablus
	CHF
	152.98

	
	Tulkarem
	CHF
	227.64

	
	Jenin
	CHF
	126.16

	
	Tubas
	CHF
	56.36

	
	Total
	
	1,230.98





Table 7: Total US funded tonnage distributed during the reporting period 

	Metric Tons of US funded Food Commodities Distributed to Beneficiaries  
(October-December 2012)

	WB
	Governorate
	Partner
	Metric Tons

	
	Hebron
	CHF
	636.04

	
	Nablus
	CHF
	145.69

	
	Tulkarem
	CHF
	216.82

	
	Jenin
	CHF
	120.15

	
	Tubas
	CHF
	53.66

	
	Total
	
	1,172.36




4.2	Gaza
During the reporting period:

· A total of 115,000 beneficiaries (100% of the planned beneficiaries) in 19,339 households were reached and received a bi-monthly food ration. 

· Two distribution cycles were implemented successfully, the Sep/Oct 2012 and Nov/Dec 2012.

· A total of 4,964metric tons (of US and non-US funded commodities), including 4,601 metric tons of US funded commodities were distributed during the reporting period in two cycles.  The first cycle took place from 23 Sep – 18 Oct 2012 and the second cycle took place during the period 20 Nov – 17 December 2012. 

· The distributions implemented in the Gaza Strip were funded by US (93%) and non-US resources (7%).

· Since July 2012 WFP has been distributing full rations, which in Gaza covers 70% – 90% of daily nutritional needs, through the bi-monthly implementation cycle (rather than quarterly cycles). 

· During the reporting period, WFP continued to conduct monitoring visits using a monthly random sample selected from the CP’s beneficiary list.
· Starting in July 2012, verification visits were conducted by the CP/CHF, adhering to basic M&E principles (i.e. monitoring visits to remain anonymous); CP’s budget has been adjusted accordingly. Through the verification process WFP, in cooperation with CP’s, shall ensure that beneficiaries being assisted under the project comply with the WFP PMTF targeting criteria (i.e. to verify that the beneficiaries enrolled in the programme are below the deep poverty line and to ensure that the beneficiaries are not subject to any of the other “exclusion factors”).





More info about the cycle:

· The Sep/Oct 2012 distribution cycle :
· A total quantity of 3043 MT of assorted food commodities was distributed during the cycle ( 1127.91 MT distributed in Sep and 1915.23 MT distributed in Oct)
· The US-funded commodities distributed under the Sep/Oct cycle equal 2790.08 MT representing about 92% of the total quantities distributed
· The selling of food rations during the cycle was found to be minimal i.e. 1.08% in average.
· Under the verification process, a total of 1669 HHs visits have been conducted by CHF (711 HHs visited under the targeted sample and 958 HHs visited under the random sample)
· Under the WFP regular monitoring , 188 HHs have been visited by the WFP field monitors using a random sample 

· The Nov/Dec 2012 distribution cycle:
· A total quantity of 3049 MT of assorted food commodities was distributed during the cycle ( 1964.78 MT distributed in Nov and 1084.48 MT distributed in Dec)
· The US-funded commodities distributed under the Nov/Dec cycle equal 2853.67 MT representing about 94% of the total quantities distributed
· The selling of food rations during the cycle was found to be minimal i.e. 0.65% in average.
· Under the verification process , a total of 1569 HHs visits have been conducted by CHF (2 HHs visited under the targeted sample and 1567 HHs visited under the random sample)
· Under the WFP regular monitoring , 188 HHs have been visited by the WFP field monitors using a random sample 

Other information:
· In the absence of a significant change in the food security and nutrition situation of non-refugees in the Gaza Strip, a budget revision (BR) was issued under the current Gaza EMOP 200298 to i) cover an extension-in-time from 1 January to 31 December 2013, with the same number of beneficiariesand activities; and ii) undertake a progressive shift of beneficiaries from general food distribution (GFD) to value-based vouchers.  Based on the recommendation of the voucher project mid-term review carried out in February 2011 and the recommendation of the voucher review mission carried out in May 2012, the BR also envisions the introduction of a new transfer modality which is the “Combined in-kind/voucher”, whereby beneficiaries will receive some in-kind food (WHFL) combined with a (reduced) value-based voucher.






Table 8: Number of Localities reached during the reporting period

	Number of localities reached in each governorate
(October - December 2012)

	GS
	Governorate
	Partner
	Localities

	
	Gaza
	CHF
	11

	
	North
	CHF
	4

	
	Khan Yunis
	CHF
	6

	
	Rafah
	CHF
	5

	
	Deir Al Balah
	CHF
	6

	
	Total
	
	32




Table 9: Number of people assisted during the reporting period

	Number of people benefiting from USAID food assistance      
(October - December 2012)

	GS
	Governorate
	Partner
	Beneficiaries

	
	Gaza
	CHF
	58,056

	
	North
	CHF
	20,936

	
	Khan Yunis
	CHF
	30,195

	
	Rafah
	CHF
	2,856

	
	Deir Al Balah
	CHF
	2,957

	
	Total
	
	115,000




Table 10: Total US funded tonnage distributed during the reporting period

	Metric tons of US funded food commodities distributed to beneficiaries 
(October - December 2012)

	GS
	Governorate
	Partner
	Metric Tons

	
	Gaza
	CHF
	2,125.81

	
	North
	CHF
	725.62

	
	Dair Al Ballah 
	CHF
	138.36

	
	Khan Younis 
	CHF
	1,470.81

	
	Rafah 
	CHF
	139.94

	
	Total
	 
	4,600.54








Table 11: Total tonnage (US and non-US) distributed during the reporting period

	Total metric tons of US and non-US funded food commodities distributed to beneficiaries 
(October - December 2012)

	GS
	Governorate
	Partner
	Metric Tons

	
	Gaza
	CHF
	2,277.68

	
	North
	CHF
	779.01

	
	Dair Al Ballah 
	CHF
	151.14

	
	Khan Younis 
	CHF
	1,604.13

	
	Rafah 
	CHF
	152.53

	
	Total
	 
	4,964.48
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