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The Law “On Veterinary Medicine” (Veterinary Law) of the Republic of Azerbaijan has been reviewed for its compliance with the WTO Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement). The veterinary law contains a very limited number of SPS Agreement principles which are scattered throughout the law. As a consequence, a significant number of additions are needed to the law to bring it into full compliance with the SPS Agreement. Four articles, which may either form a new Chapter or be inserted in Chapter 3 on State veterinary control between Articles 11 and 12, have been drafted. With these additions, the Veterinary Law will fully comply with the SPS Agreement, as shown in Annex I (ACC/8—Republic of Azerbaijan Law “On Phytosanitary Control”, Checklist of Illustrative SPS Issues for Consideration in Accessions).
The Veterinary Law contains a provision allowing import and export of animal feed and feed additives that are registered with the State prior to their entry into turnover in the Republic. There does not appear to be a similar requirement for domestically produced feed and feed additives. If no such requirement is contained in the law, registration of imported products only is a violation of the GATT national treatment principle. In that case, registration of imported feed and feed additives will have to be eliminated from the Veterinary Law.
The Veterinary Law includes several provisions that are for the purpose of ensuring the safety of food products of animal origin. However, the preamble to the law and the definition of “veterinary medicine” refer only to protection of human health from zoonoses, not from food-borne health hazards. In contrast, the Law “On Foodstuffs” is designed specifically to ensure food security (availability) for the population and availability of food products of appropriate quality that are safe for human consumption. Therefore, several parts of the veterinary law that contain food safety provisions should be moved to the Law “On Foodstuffs”.

Other recommended changes to the Veterinary Law include:

· addition of definitions in Article 1 for terms used in the SPS Agreement principles article: “veterinary measures” (veterinary procedures), “veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts” (the equivalent of the SPS Agreement’s “sanitary measures:”), “interested trading partners” (WTO Members), “international standards, guidelines and recommendations”, “enquiry center”, “notifications center”, “appropriate level of animal and human health protection”, “area free of animal disease” and “area of law prevalence of animal disease”;
· clarification of some terminology used in the law and addition of definitions for “especially dangerous animal diseases”, “biological preparations”, “products of animal origin” and “raw materials of animal origin” to Article 1 to increase transparency and reduce likely questions from WTO Members;

· introduction of some important terms used in the Terrestrial Animal Health Code of the World Animal Health Organization (OIE) to facilitate harmonization of animal health provisions with international recommendations and increase understanding of international trade provisions of the law;
· correction of a misconception regarding which animal diseases may result in import restrictions (i.e., all OIE listed diseases versus Azerbaijan’s identification of specific diseases of concern relative to its animal health status); 

· clarification of the concept of quality and use of minimum quality requirements to establish conditions for withdrawal of veterinary preparations and other products from turnover; and

· clarification of certification requirements for imported veterinary preparations.
As is common with legislation in the Republic of Azerbaijan, a significant number of implementing regulations will have to be prepared to bring the Veterinary Law into force. WTO Members will insist on seeing implementing regulations for any and all articles relevant to the SPS Agreement before granting compliance approval to the law. Therefore, it is recommended that implementing regulations for articles related to SPS principles and international trade be fairly high priorities for development by the state veterinary medicine service.
An article-by-article review, with comments and/or recommendations for specific provisions of the Veterinary Law, follows in Annex II.

ANNEX I
Checklist of Illustrative SPS Issues for Consideration in WTO Accessions (ACC/8)
Republic of Azerbaijan Law “On Veterinary Medicine”

	Commitments
	WTO Reference
	Veterinary Medicine Law

	1.
Standstill: the introduction of new standards, animal health regulations and food safety regulations shall conform to SPS Agreement principles.
	Generally agreed principle in WTO accession negotiations.
	(not applicable)

	2.
Establishment and operation of a single Contact Point for Information ("enquiry point").
	Article 7 and Annex B.3.
	Article 1.1.20, 11.b

	3.
Transparency: notification and access to documentation:
	Articles 7 and Annex B, Also G/SPS/7.
	(see individual items below)

	
(a)
identification of authority responsible for making notifications to the WTO and ensuring transparency obligations are met on an ongoing basis;
	Annex B.5.(b) and Annex B.10.
	Article 1.1.21, 11.b.1

	
(b)
establish guidance or law requiring publication of proposed measures at an early stage for comment;
	Annex B.5(a).
	Article 11a.7, 11a.8

	
(c)
provision in law or administrative procedure to provide copies of proposed measures to WTO Members; and
	Annex B.5.(c).
	Article 11a.9

	
(d)
require in law or administrative procedure, a reasonable period of time for comment from Members and the public, and establishment of a process to take comments into account without discrimination.
	Annex B.5(d).
	Article 11a.10, 11a.11

	4.
Necessity: measures are applied only to the extent necessary to protect human, animal or plant health.
	Article 2.2.
	Article 11a.2

	5.
Regulations Based on Science: regulations governing animal and plant health and food safety shall be based on scientific evidence.
	Articles 2.2, 3.3 and 5.2.
	Article 11a.1.1, 11a.1.3, 11a.2, 11a.4.1

	6.
Harmonization: to the extent possible, members shall follow international standards, guidelines, and recommendations in establishing SPS measures.
	Articles 3.1, 3.3 and 3.4.
	Article 11a.1.2

	7.
Equivalence: members shall recognize different measures that achieve the same level of protection.
	Article 4.
	Article 11a.14

	8.
Risk Assessment: developing scientific evidence and conducting risk assessments to ensure that measures are based on science and applied only to the extent necessary to protect health.
	Article 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3.
	Article 11a.1.3

	9.
Regional conditions: measures take into account the regional characteristics both of the areas from which products originate and the areas for which they are destined.
	Article 6 and Annexes A.6 and A.7.
	Article 11a.3

	10.
Non-discrimination:  measures do not arbitrarily or unjustifiably discriminate between different members or between domestic and foreign suppliers.
	Article 2.3, and Annex C.1(a) and (d).
	Article 11a.15

	11.
Control, inspection and approval procedures: ensure that procedures, including systems for approval of the use of additives or for establishing tolerances for contaminants in foods, beverages or feedstuffs comply with the Agreement.
	Article 8 and Annex C.
	Article 11d


ANNEX II
Article-by-article review of the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Veterinary Medicine”
This Law determines the legal and organizational basis of activity in the sphere of veterinary medicine in the Republic of Azerbaijan, regulates the relations between entities ensuring veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) health of the country, safety of consignments subject of the state veterinary control and protection of the population against diseases common to animals and humans.

	Current Provision of the Law with Amendments
	Comments and justification for amendments

	CHAPTER 1 
GENERAL PROVISIONS
	

	Main definitions
	

	1.1 The definitions used in this Law shall mean the following: 
	

	1.1.1 Veterinary medicine (field of veterinary medicine) - the system of scientific, practical and organizational measures in the field of prevention of animal diseases (cattle, birds, fish, bees, wild animals and other), production of animal breeding products suitable and safe for human health, as well as protection of population against the diseases common to animals and humans;
	The term “veterinary medicine” is defined twice (see 1.1.3). In the English language, it is not easy to differentiate between the two uses of the term and therefore using terminology that puts the term in perspective in the English language version of the law is strongly recommended to avoid confusion on the part of readers.

Please verify that the interpretations are correct. If not, change here, in 1.1.3, and throughout the remainder of the law. 

	1.1.2 Veterinary activity - the type of activity conducted in the field of veterinary control, medicine and pharmaceutics and management of the practice of veterinary medicine, in the manner stipulated by the legislation;
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.1.3 Veterinary medicine (practice of veterinary medicine) - the sphere of activity covering the research of animal diseases, prophylaxis, diagnostics, treatment and protection of animal health;
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.1.4 Veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules - normative documents prepared by the competent executive authority, determining the rules of conducting of veterinary measures, the execution of which shall be obligatory for legal entities and natural persons engaged in veterinary activity; 
	

	1.1.5 Veterinary preparations - substances of immuno-biological, biological, plant, chemical and chemical-pharmaceutics origin of veterinary designation used only for prophylaxis, treatment, diagnostics, and increasing the productivity of animals;
	

	1.1.6 State registration of veterinary preparations - inclusion by competent executive authority of veterinary preparations, documents and materials relating thereto into the state register in the manner stipulated by the legislation and in accordance with the results of expert examination and registration test and issuance of registration certificate prepared in the relevant form;
	

	1.1.7 State register of veterinary preparations – the list of veterinary preparations registered in the manner stipulated by the legislation and production, export, import and application of which is permitted in territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan;
	

	1.1.8 Turnover of veterinary preparations – production, testing, transportation, storage, import, export, sale and use of veterinary preparations; 
	

	1.1.9 Veterinary documents - veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) opinions, veterinary references, documents, and certificates in respect of consignments and objects subject to the state veterinary control issued by officers carrying out the functions of state veterinary control;
	

	1.1.10 Identification - registration (codification) of animals and animal breeding enterprises and objects dealing with processing, storage, and sale of products of animal origin, as well as registration of producers of animal feed and biological preparations of veterinary purpose;
	Clarification needed: What are “biological preparations of veterinary purpose”? Are they the same as “biological substances” that are included in the definition of “veterinary preparations”? Are they the same as “biological preparations” that are subject rules of import and other turnover as specified in Article 31.1.6? A definition should be added to the law for the “biological preparations” referred to in Article 31.1.6 since WTO Members will need to clearly understand what preparations are subject to specific import conditions. 

	1.1.11 biological preparations –  
	Add a definition for biological preparations to ensure transparency.

	1.1.12 especially dangerous animal diseases – animal diseases for which the Republic of Azerbaijan meets conditions for freedom from such diseases as prescribed in international standards, guidelines and recommendations [and for which veterinary measures are applied at the state border to prevent introduction into the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan]
	See comment to Article 6.1.4.

Text in [ ] should be included if these are the only animal diseases for which border measures are applied.

	1.1.13 Products of animal origin –  
	See comment to Article 3.1.5.

	1.1.14 Raw materials of animal origin –  
	See comment to Article 3.1.5.

	1.1.15 Consignments subject to state veterinary control – animals, products, and raw materials of animal origin, veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives.
	

	1.1.16 veterinary measures – procedures, actions or activities implemented to protect the Republic’s animal health and life;
	Addition of a definition for “veterinary measures” is necessary to avoid confusion with the SPS Agreement concept of sanitary and phytosanitary measures (which are defined in the following paragraph as “veterinary-sanitary normative-legal act” or similar phrase).

	1.1.17 veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts - any laws, decrees, resolutions, orders, regulations, veterinary norms, veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules, requirements and procedures (veterinary measures) applied to protect animal life or health from risks arising from the entry, establishment or spread of animal diseases, disease-carrying organisms or disease-causing organisms or to protect human life or health from risks arising from diseases carried by animals or products thereof, which include, inter alia, end product criteria; processes and production methods; testing, inspection, certification and approval procedures; quarantine treatments including relevant requirements associated with the transport of animals or plants, or with the materials necessary for their survival during transport; provisions on relevant statistical methods, sampling procedures and methods of risk assessment;
	This definition is the same as that in the SPS Agreement for “sanitary or phytosanitary measure”, but customized to protection of animal health from diseases of animals and protection of human health from zoonoses.



	1.1.18 interested trading partners – states and other subjects of international law that are participants of multilateral and bilateral agreements, of which the Republic of Azerbaijan is also a participant, which regulate the development, adoption and application of veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts, as well as  members of relevant international organizations of which the Republic is also a member;
	Added to simplify wording in SPS principles articles.

	1.1.19 international standards, guidelines and recommendations – the standards, guidelines and recommendations developed under the auspices of the World Animal Health Organization (International Office of Epizootics or OIE);
	Added for clarity to ensure correct interpretation of the term (SPS Agreement definition).

	1.1.20 enquiry center – a center established by the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan to respond to enquiries from resident persons and interested trading partners regarding the development, adoption, application and justification for sanitary, phytosanitary and veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts;
	Added to ensure full compliance with the SPS Agreement.

	1.1.21 notifications center – a center established by the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan to implement and ensure that notification obligations of relevant international organizations and relevant international agreements of the Republic with regard to sanitary, phytosanitary and veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts are met;
	Added to ensure full compliance with the SPS Agreement.

	1.1.22 Appropriate level of animal and human health protection - the level of protection deemed appropriate protect animal and/or human life or health within its territory from risks associated with animal diseases;
	SPS Agreement concept added for compliance.

	1.1.23 Area free of animal disease - an area, whether all or part of the Republic, as identified by the state veterinary medicine service, in which a specific animal disease does not occur;
	SPS Agreement concept added for compliance.

	1.1.24 Area of low animal disease prevalence - an area, whether all of a country, part of a country, or all or parts of several countries, as identified by the competent authorities, in which a specific animal disease occurs at low levels and which is subject to effective surveillance, control or eradication measures.
	SPS Agreement concept added for compliance.

	Legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Veterinary Medicine 
	

	The legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the field of veterinary medicine consists of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan, this Law, normative-legal acts enacted in conformity with it, as well as the international agreements to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	Main Duties of Veterinary Medicine 
	

	1.2 The main duties of veterinary medicine are the following:
	

	1.2.1 To protect the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan from contagious animal diseases transmissible from foreign countries;
	

	1.2.2 To engage in prophylaxis, diagnostics and treatment of infectious and non-infectious diseases of animals, take measures directed to breeding of animals and increasing in productivity;
	

	1.2.3 To protect the population from diseases common to animals and humans;
	

	1.2.4 To ensure the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) safety of transportation and transit, as well as import and export of consignments subject to state veterinary control in the manner stipulated by the legislation and exercise the veterinary control;
	

	1.2.5 To conduct veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination at slaughtering stations and workshops and supply, storage, sale facilities of processing enterprises and other places of products and raw materials of animal origin, in the manner established by the legislation;
	Clarification needed: what are “[animal] products” and what are “raw materials of animal origin”? In the following comments, it is assumed “raw materials of animal origin” are edible animal products (e.g., meat, eggs, etc.) that are food products or may be used in the production of food products since the term “raw materials” in the Law “On Foodstuffs” is so defined. To ensure full understanding of all provisions of the law, suggest adding a definition for “products” and “raw materials” to Article 1.

This provision contains objectives related to veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts (i.e., protection of animal health from animal diseases and human health from zoonoses) and food safety.  The objective of food safety law is to protect human health from food-borne health hazards. Suggest eliminating references to food safety and moving such provisions to the Law “On Foodstuffs”. The food safety part of this provision, which would be added to the food law, is:

“To conduct veterinary-sanitary expert examination at slaughtering stations and workshops and supply, storage, sales facilities of enterprises processing raw materials of animal origin intended for human consumption [or to feed animals], in the manner established by legislation”

The remaining portion, which applies to non-edible animal products such as hides and skins, embryos/ova and semen, rendering facilities, etc., and edible raw materials that can transmit disease, is as shown in column 1 without specific reference to food for humans and feed for animals.

	1.2.6 To elaborate methods and means of combating animal diseases and exercise control over safety and quality of veterinary preparations and substances, feed, feed additives, biostimulators and hormones in the manner established by the legislation;
	Some WTO Members require acceding countries to permit the usage of biostimulators and hormones when raising live animals since current scientific evidence suggests that their use has no ill effects on human health. For this reason, there will be considerable interest in the implementing regulations for this provision of the law. It therefore is suggested that development of these regulations be a high priority to facilitate WTO accession. 

	1.2.7 To prevent and liquidate environmental pollution by legal entities and natural persons engaged in the veterinary and animal breeding activities;
	

	1.2.8 To take measures for the development of veterinary science, apply the results of scientific research in the economy, participate in the formation and professional development of veterinary enterprises;
	

	1.2.9 To prepare veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) requirements of the Republic of Azerbaijan for animals and animal products in accordance with the requirements and recommendations of competent international organizations in the field of veterinary medicine;
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.2.10 To carry out other duties stipulated by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
	

	Structure of Veterinary Service in the Republic of Azerbaijan 
	

	The veterinary service in the Republic of Azerbaijan consists of state and non-state veterinary services.
	

	Right to Conduct Veterinary Activity
	

	1.3 Veterinary activity shall be conducted in the manner stipulated by the legislation of The Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	

	1.4 Natural persons having secondary or higher on veterinary profession and all legal entities regardless of the form of property may conduct veterinary activities in the Republic of Azerbaijan.
	

	1.5 Unless otherwise specified in the international agreements to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party, citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan who have been trained abroad, foreigners, stateless person (veterinary specialists) and foreign legal entities may conduct veterinary activity in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the established manner. 
	

	1.6 Legal entities and natural persons engaged in the veterinary activity shall be registered with the competent executive authority in the manner established by the competent executive authority according to legislation. 
	

	 CHAPTER 2
STATE REGULATION IN THE FIELD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
	

	State Duties in the Field of Veterinary Medicine 
	

	1.7 State duties in the field of veterinary medicine are the following:
	

	1.7.1 To determine key directions of state policy in the field of veterinary medicine;
	

	1.7.2 To enact veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts in the field of veterinary medicine;
	Verify interpretation of “normative-legal acts”.

	1.7.3 To establish the state veterinary service bodies and determine their duties and powers;
	

	1.7.4 To prepare the state programs on preventive measures against especially dangerous animal diseases and ensure their implementation;
	What are “especially dangerous animal diseases”? Bluetongue is an OIE listed disease, which means it has potential for significant animal health and economic impacts if the disease is introduced into the territory of a country. However, many countries are outside the latitudinal range where bluetongue generally occurs and so for those countries, it may not be considered a significant disease. Thus, the meaning of “especially dangerous animal diseases” varies from country to country.

Most countries have specific animal diseases for which veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts require procedures to minimize potential for introduction and spread of a disease within a country. Such diseases generally do not exist in the country and therefore, conceptually, these are more dangerous or “especially dangerous” animal diseases”.  Similar to the case above, the animal diseases included in such a categorization vary from country to country.

Based on the content of 6.1.5 and 6.1.6 below, it appears that “especially dangerous animal diseases” are either separate from or are a subset of “infectious diseases subject to quarantine and other restrictive measures”. This suggests that especially dangerous animal diseases are exotic animal diseases—those which are not present in the country or those from which the country is considered free based on OIE guidelines.

WTO Members will insist on being able to determine which animal diseases lead to import restrictions on animals, animal products and other items that can carry or transmit animal diseases. If “especially dangerous animal diseases” are those that do not exist in Azerbaijan, they clearly will result in import prohibitions if present in import consignments. This suggests that the following definition of “especially dangerous animal diseases” may be appropriate: 

especially dangerous animal diseases – animal diseases for which the Republic of Azerbaijan meets conditions for freedom from such diseases as prescribed in international standards, guidelines and recommendations and for which veterinary measures are applied at the state border to prevent introduction into the territory of the Republic

	1.7.5 To approve the list of especially dangerous animal diseases the prophylaxis, diagnostics, and liquidation of which are funded from the state budget;
	

	1.7.6 To approve the list of infectious diseases subject to quarantine, import and other restrictive measures (hereinafter: [notifiable diseases/listed diseases]);
	There are two issues associated with this provision.

First, clarification is needed: Are “other restrictive measures” applied to imported commodities that are infected with or carrying these infectious diseases? Or, are the restrictive measures only those that are applied within the territory (e.g., due to outbreak of disease)? If these diseases will be subject to border measures, addition of “import” to the provision is strongly suggested to increase transparency of the law.

Second, if the diseases referred to in this provision result in import restrictions being imposed on carriers of such diseases, are these the only animal diseases subject to import restrictions? If import restrictions are not imposed for all of these diseases, then are they of significance only within the territory of Azerbaijan during outbreaks?

To increase comprehension of the law by WTO Members, it is recommended that OIE terminology be introduced to describe the animal health measures that are applied to such diseases. 

The OIE defines the following terms which are relevant to this suggestion:

(OIE) listed diseases – the list of transmissible disease agreed by the OIE International Committee and set out in Chapter 2.1.1. of the Terrestrial Code

NOTE: These are diseases that have been reported being as absent in the territory of many countries, are transmissible to humans with severe consequences, there is significant spread of the disease once introduced into a territory and/or the disease is emerging with apparent zoonotic properties or is there a rapid spread. With respect to international trade, OIE guidelines state that international veterinary certificates should not include requirements for disease agents or diseases which are not OIE listed. Therefore, a comparable definition for a country’s “listed diseases” would be those that are subject to import restrictions due to the conditions noted above.

The OIE also defines:

Notifiable disease – a disease listed by the Veterinary Authority, and that, as soon as detected or suspected, must be brought to the attention of this Authority, in accordance with national regulations

NOTE: Diseases are notifiable for the purpose of fulfilling reporting requirements to the OIE and for controlling outbreaks. Since outbreaks often require “quarantine and other restrictive measures”, this may be the most appropriate term for “infectious diseases subject to quarantine and other restrictive measures”.

Based on the above, it is suggested that either “listed diseases” or “notifiable diseases” be introduced to simplify subsequent provisions in the law. If these diseases are subject to border measures, the preferred term is “listed diseases” but if these diseases are not subject to border measures, “notifiable diseases” is a more appropriate term.

From a WTO perspective, what is important is that Members be able to clearly identify in legislation which animal diseases require import restrictions (border measures). This means that if “especially dangerous animal diseases” are subject to border measures and some “infectious diseases subject to quarantine and other restrictive measures” are also subject to border measures, both “listed diseases” and “notifiable diseases” should be used in the law to clearly differentiate between those diseases subject to border measures and those that are not.

	1.7.7 To establish quarantine regime in the territory to the Republic of Azerbaijan, several areas or one region (town);
	

	1.7.8 To establish anti-epizootic emergency commissions;
	

	1.7.9 To determine rules on exercising state veterinary control over the products under state veterinary control, including imported and exported consignments;
	

	1.7.10 To ensure due level of funding of the state veterinary service, administrative and technical maintaining thereof;
	

	1.7.11 To ensure environmental protection and ecological safety of the veterinary activity;
	

	1.7.12 To ensure creation of fair competition in the field of veterinary services, coordinate and control their activities;
	

	1.7.13 To conduct international cooperation in the field of veterinary medicine, ensure bringing of veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts into conformity with international norms;
	

	1.7.14 To take other measures necessary for implementation of veterinary activity in accordance with requirements and recommendations of international organizations;
	

	1.7.15 To conduct other duties established by the legislation.
	

	State Veterinary Service 
	

	1.8 State veterinary service shall comprise competent executive authorities of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Nakhchivan Autonomous Republic conducting activity in the field of veterinary medicine and organizations conducting veterinary activity under their subordination. 
	Use defined term “veterinary activity”.

	1.9 Authorized officers of state veterinary service determined by the competent executive authority shall be considered state veterinary inspectors and deputy state veterinary inspectors. 
	

	1.10 Officers of competent executive authority shall be supplied with a special uniform with a distinguishing sign in the manner established by the competent executive authority; 
	

	1.11 State veterinary inspectors may have a seal to be used upon its purpose in the manner established by the legislation.
	

	Rights and Duties of the State Veterinary Service 
	

	1.12 The state veterinary service shall have the following rights: 
	

	1.12.1 To ensure implementation of uniform state policy in the field of veterinary medicine; 
	

	1.12.2 To approve the normative-technical documents concerning the production and application of veterinary preparations, equipments and feed additives that have never been produced in the Republic of Azerbaijan in the manner established by the competent executive authority, exercise control over their quality in the manner established by the legislation and give opinions on testing;
	What are “the normative-technical documents”? Are they “veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts”? 

Clarification needed: What are “new” veterinary preparations? Since this provision refers to production, does “new” mean those products produced in Azerbaijan? Does this provision apply to “new” products from foreign producers that are imported? If so, provision of documentary information for the purposes of registration is consistent with international practice but to require state “approval” of the documents is unusual. 

Since veterinary preparations and feed additives are exported by WTO Members, they will insist on having a clear understanding of what “new” means and how (if) this provision applies to imported products. 

	1.12.3 To exercise control over production, quality, testing, storage, transportation, sale, import and export of veterinary preparations put into turnover in the Republic of Azerbaijan, including for veterinary purpose (accompanying or having in the usage instructions the information about application thereof in the practice of veterinary medicine) common to animals and humans, to implement their registration with the state authorities and maintain the state register of veterinary preparations and to permit their import and export in the manner established by the legislation;
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

Use defined terms.

	1.12.4 To exercise state veterinary control over production, supply, storage, processing, and sale of products and raw materials of animal origin, as well as over turnover of feed and feed additives in the manner established by the legislation;
	According to the preamble of this law, the law covers animal health issues, including animal diseases that may be contracted by both animals and humans. The law does not extend to food safety issues. However, this provision reflects both food safety and animal health issues. Therefore, separate food safety provisions from animal health provisions by moving the following to the Law “On Foodstuffs” :

“To exercise state veterinary control over production, supply, storage, processing, and sale of raw materials of animal origin, as well as over turnover of feed in the manner established by the legislation”

NOTE: While animal feed is not a product intended for human consumption, its use in production of animal products that are intended for human consumption means that it is a potential source of risk to human health (e.g., beef from cattle fed meat and bone meal from cattle). At the same time, animal feed may be a source of animal disease or disease-causing organisms (e.g., mycotoxicoses), so animal feed has potential to be a significant risk factor in animal health as well as human health. Therefore, animal feed should be subjected to control activities related to both animal health and food safety. 

	1.12.5 To organize state veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) control over consignments subject to state veterinary control at the state border, markets, trade fairs, exhibitions and production and sale facilities in the manner provided for by the legislation;
	

	1.12.6 With the purpose of conducting anti-epizootic and veterinary measures, to give instructions, implementation of which is obligatory for legal entities and natural persons engaged in animal breeding, as well as processing, storage and trade with products and raw materials of animal origin, to suspend or prohibit their activities in the manner established by the legislation in the event of violation of veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules and norms; 
	Use defined terms “veterinary measures” and “veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules”.

	1.12.7 To impose restrictions or prohibitions in the manner established by the legislation to import and export of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin, feed, feed additives and other agricultural products originating from countries and regions where the especially dangerous animal diseases, including diseases common to animal and humans occurred, and to put forward proposals on imposition of quarantine, in the manner established by the legislation, in the areas occur and to provide information to the authorized international organization in the field of veterinary medicine for taking of other measures;
	

	1.12.8 To determine rules for carrying out preventive-quarantine, special veterinary and other measures in the quarantine imposed area in a manner established by the legislation, take measures of restrictive and preventive purpose in the areas where there is a threat of spread of the occurred disease in the cases and manner established by the legislation, give instructions, execution of which is obligatory for all enterprises and citizens at slaughtering and liquidation of animals, neutralization or utilization of products and raw materials of animal origins;
	

	1.12.9 To manage state special-purpose funds allocated for veterinary activity and exercise control over efficient use of these funds;
	

	1.12.10 To give opinion on technical norms of animal breeding constructions, enterprises manufacturing and processing products and raw materials of animal origin, and on drafts of state standards and technical terms of chemical, biological and veterinary preparations used in the practice of veterinary medicine;
	Clarification needed: Are “pharmacological preparations” the same as “veterinary preparations”? If so, the defined term should be used. Are these “biological preparations” the same as referred to in the definition of “identification” and in Article 31.1.6? 
Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.12.11 To keep record of legal entities and natural persons engaged in the veterinary activity and receive the necessary information from them;
	

	1.12.12 To elaborate and approve veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules and veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts in conformity on scientific basis and, taking into account the international norms and epizootic condition in the field of veterinary medicine;
	Verify that “normative documents” are the same as “veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts”.

	1.12.13 To coordinate veterinary services of other state authorities and activities of legal entities and natural persons engaged in the entrepreneurship activity in the field of veterinary medicine and exercise control in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.12.14 To conclude agreements on cooperation with state veterinary services of neighboring countries for the purpose of prophylaxis of animal diseases at border zone in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.12.15 To represent the Republic of Azerbaijan in the international organizations in the field of veterinary medicine in the manner established by the legislation and cooperate with them;
	SPS Article 3.4
Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.12.16 To enjoy other rights established by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	

	1.13 The responsibilities of state veterinary service shall be as follows: 
	

	1.13.1 To determine the priority directions of veterinary activity, to participate in the preparation and implementation of state programs on prophylaxis of especially dangerous animal diseases;
	

	1.13.2 To prepare a list of especially dangerous animal diseases the prophylaxis, diagnostics and liquidation of which are funded from the state budget and the infectious diseases in respect of which quarantine and other restrictive measures are applied;
	

	1.13.3 To protect cattle and other animals from diseases by taking the appropriate veterinary measures on prophylaxis, diagnostics, treatment and liquidation of infectious and non-infectious animal diseases in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the manner established by the legislation;
	Are the “other diseases” being referred to here the same as “notifiable diseases/listed diseases” in Article 6.1.6? If so, the chosen term (i.e., either “notifiable diseases” or “listed diseases”) should be used instead of “diseases” and “infectious and non-infectious animal diseases”.

	1.13.4 To organize jointly with healthcare institutions the protection of population from diseases common to animals and humans, carry out exchange of information and conduct methodical seminars;
	

	1.13.5 To ensure rendering of veterinary service aimed at increase of production and productivity in animal breeding;
	

	1.13.6 To take appropriate measures in order to prevent penetration to and expansion in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan of pathogenic agents of notifiable diseases/listed diseases and exotic diseases from other states and to examine the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) condition of the imported-exported animals, products and raw materials of animal origin, feeds and feed additives in the manner established by the legislation and issue a relevant veterinary document;
	Are “exotic diseases” the same as “especially dangerous animal diseases”? If so, the latter term should be used.

See comment to Article 6.1.6. Such diseases must be identified by Azerbaijan in accordance with OIE guidelines.

	1.13.7 To carry out epizootic monitoring in the manner established by the legislation, to determine reasons of infectious and non-infectious diseases of animals and their mortality, to prepare anti-epizootic action plan for liquidation and prophylaxis of diseases and submit it to competent executive authorities for approval;
	Should “diseases” be “especially dangerous animal diseases”?

	1.13.8 To exercise control over observance of the veterinary legislation by the owners of animals and products and raw materials of animal origin in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.13.9 To organize safety, storage transportation and use of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan;
	

	1.13.10 To exercise veterinary control over import and export of consignments subject to state veterinary control, and transit and transportation within the country in cases and manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.13.11 To determine the demand for veterinary preparations facilities, tools and other means required for protection of animals from diseases and submit the proposals to the competent executive authority;
	Should “diseases” be “especially dangerous animal diseases”?

	1.13.12 To establish reserves of veterinary preparations against especially dangerous animal diseases;
	Use consistent terminology.

	1.13.13 To organize rendering of veterinary services to legal entities and natural persons, irrespective of subordination and the form of property, in accordance with the legislation and exercise control over taking of veterinary measures against the diseases in the manner established by the legislation;
	Which diseases—notifiable diseases/listed diseases? Especially dangerous animal diseases? Or any animal disease?

	1.13.14 To organize and conduct, in the manner established by the legislation, the control over the observance of veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) standards, technical terms and veterinary requirements during animal breeding, production of products and raw materials of animal origin, veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives; 
	

	1.13.15 To exercise the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) control over animal breeding objects, slaughter-house, enterprises dealing with processing of meat, milk and other products of animal origin, market places, raw materials storehouses, animal watering sources, migration routes and rookies and ensure the carrying out of veterinary expert examination of construction and reconstruction of those objects, as well as earthworks;
	

	1.13.16 To ensure carrying out of identification works, maintaining of records and accounting the field of veterinary medicine keeping of statistical records of notifiable diseases/listed diseases of animals in the manner and cases established by the legislation;
	

	1.13.17 To organize preparations, as well as publication of instructions, recommendations, veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules and norms for the field of veterinary medicine, record keeping, account forms and other normative documents according to the applicable legislative acts and international norms;
	It is not clear in the English language what is meant by “To organize preparations”—are these contingency plans for outbreaks of especially dangerous animal diseases? Please review word choice.

Ensure use of defined terms.

Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.13.18 To participate in carrying out of necessary measures for the development of veterinary science, training of veterinary specialists, improvement of their skills and qualifications and in ordering scientific-research works in the field of veterinary medicine;
	

	1.13.19 To ensure the purposeful use of funds allocated from the state budget for carrying out of veterinary activity, exercise the control over maintaining, delivery and use of veterinary preparations and equipments purchased at the expense of the state budget and other sources in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.13.20 To ensure, within their authorities, the use of international standards, guidelines and recommendations for combating animal diseases and to guarantee, within the scope of their activity, compliance of the Republic of Azerbaijan with the taken international commitments;
	

	1.13.21 To organize and ensure the provision of interested persons with the information on veterinary measures to be carried out in the Republic, a well as veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules, norms and other veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts of Republic of Azerbaijan;
	

	1.13.22 To organize and conduct veterinary education of the population;
	

	1.13.23 To fulfill other duties and tasks established by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
	

	Veterinary Service in other State Authorities 
	

	1.14 In accordance with this Law and other legislative acts, veterinary services of other state authorities shall: 
	

	1.14.1 Conduct prophylaxis, diagnostics and treatment of animal diseases at the objects belonging to the competent state authorities;
	

	1.14.2 Conduct veterinary measures at the objects subject to the veterinary control of these authorities;
	Use consistent terminology.

	1.14.3 Participate in veterinary measures conducted by competent executive authority and engage in other veterinary activity established by the legislation; 
	

	1.15 While organizing and conducting veterinary measures, including the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) control, veterinary services of other state authorities shall be guided by the veterinary legislation of Republic of Azerbaijan, keep veterinary records and accounts and submit them to the competent executive authority in the established manner and form. 
	

	1.16 Veterinary services of other state authorities shall not fulfill the function of the state veterinary control.
	

	Rights of Municipalities in the Veterinary Field 
	

	1.17 Legal entities established by the municipalities may engage in the activity of practice of veterinary medicine in the manner provided for in Article 27.1 of this Law. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.18 The state veterinary service may involve the municipalities for assisting in the implementation of veterinary measures provided for in Article 20 of this Law. In this case, the municipalities may establish a special purpose funds at their own expenses and allocate sums from local budget with a view of taking appropriate measures.
	

	CHAPTER 3 
THE STATE VETERINARY CONTROL 
	

	Scope of the State Veterinary Control 
	

	1.19 The state veterinary control is compilation of legal, economic and organizational measures carried out by the competent executive authority with respect to the execution of the veterinary legislation by legal entities and natural persons. 
	

	1.20 The state veterinary control covers the following: 
	

	1.20.1 Compliance of legal entities and natural persons with the requirements of the veterinary legislation;
	

	1.20.2 Organization and implementation of veterinary measures;
	

	1.20.3 Organization and implementation of veterinary measures for preventing the transmission and spread of pathogenic organisms of notifiable diseases/listed diseases and exotic diseases from other countries into territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan;
	See comment to Article 8.2.6.

Are “exotic diseases” the same as “especially dangerous animal diseases”? If so, the latter term should be used.

	1.20.4 Compliance with the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules and norms at the enterprises engaged in production, collection, storage, processing and sale of products and raw materials of animal origin as well as during at the transportation thereof;
	

	1.20.5 Exercise control over safety of state veterinary control objects and veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) situation, identification of reasons and circumstances of occurrence and spread of animal diseases, determination and implementation of veterinary measures the execution of which shall be obligatory for prevention and liquidation of notifiable diseases/listed diseases;
	Verify whether this refers to “notifiable diseases/listed diseases”.

	1.20.6 Distribution, storage, transportation and use of veterinary preparations and reserves thereof purchased at the expense of budgetary funds;
	

	1.20.7 Keeping of veterinary records and accounts and submission thereof in the established manner;
	

	1.20.8 Consideration of administrative offences on violation of veterinary legislation in the cases and order set forth in the Code of Administrative Offences of the Republic of Azerbaijan; submission of documents on subjecting the offenders to responsibility to competent authorities.
	

	Article 11a. Developing, Reviewing, Revising, Adopting and Applying Veterinary-sanitary Normative-legal Acts
	

	11a.1
Veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be developed, reviewed, and revised by [insert name of appropriate state body or bodies] and adopted by [insert name of appropriate state body or bodies] in compliance with the following  requirements:
	

	11a.1.1
All veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be based on scientific principles and available scientific evidence, except for cases specified in item 4 below;
	SPS Article 2.2

	11a.1.2
If international standards, guidelines and recommendations exist, they shall be used as the basis for the development of veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts, except for cases when scientifically justified or when such international standards, guidelines, and recommendations are insufficient for ensuring the appropriate level of animal and human  health protection;
	SPS Article 3.1 

	11a.1.3
In the case when international standards, guidelines and recommendations do not exist or such are deemed insufficient based on scientific justification for ensuring the appropriate level of animal and human health protection, veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be developed based on a risk assessment taking into account available scientific evidence and conducted according to guidelines of the relevant international organizations.
	SPS Article 5.1, 5.3

	11a.1.4
When scientific evidence needed for risk assessment is insufficient or in urgent circumstances that may cause or threaten to cause animal and/or human health problems, veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be developed on the basis of available relevant information, which shall be obtained from relevant international organizations or from the veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts employed by interested trading partners.
	SPS Article 5.7

	11a.2
Veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be applied only within the limits of what is necessary to protect animal and human life or health and shall not be maintained without sufficient scientific evidence.
	SPS Article 2.2

	11a.3
Veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be adapted to the veterinary-sanitary characteristics of the area in exporting countries from which consignments subject to state veterinary control originate. Factors to be taken into account include, inter alia, geography, ecosystems, epidemiological surveillance, and the effectiveness of veterinary measures contributing to the level of prevalence of specific animal diseases, and the existence of eradication or control programmes, and relevant international standards, guidelines and recommendations.
	SPS Article 6.1, 6.2

	11a.4
All veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts, including acts adopted in urgent circumstances, shall be reviewed and updated in order to ensure compliance with the provisions of paragraph 2 of this Article when:
	SPS Article 2.2

	11a.4.1
New scientific information relevant to a veterinary-sanitary normative-legal act becomes available; 
	SPS Article 2.2

	11a.4.2
Substantive comments from interested trading partners on existing veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts are received.
	SPS Annex B.5

	11a.5
Veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall not restrict foreign trade more than is necessary to achieve the appropriate level of animal and human health protection taking into consideration technical and economic feasibility.
	SPS Article 5.6

	11a.6
Upon the request of interested trading partners, a justification for adopted veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be provided for any such acts that are not based on international standards, guidelines and recommendations.
	SPS Article 5.8

	11a.7
A summary of proposed veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts and the procedure for obtaining information about such proposed acts or about making comments regarding proposed acts shall be published in mass media.
	SPS Article 7, Annex B.5(a)

	11a.8
All proposed veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts that do not conform to, or for which there are no international standards, guidelines or recommendations, and it is expected that they may have a significant effect on export opportunities of interested trading partners, shall be notified, in accordance with the requirements of relevant international organizations or their respective agreements, through the notification center established in accordance with Article 11b of this Law no less than 60 days before preparing a final draft of the sanitary measure. 
	SPS Article 7, Annex B.5(b)



	11a.9
When requested in writing by an interested trading partner, the notification center shall provide the text of the proposed veterinary-sanitary normative-legal act, and, whenever possible, identify the provisions, which in substance deviate from international standards, guidelines and recommendations.
	SPS Article 7, Annex B.5(c)



	11a.10
Proposed veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts that have been notified in accordance with paragraph 7 of this Article shall not be finalized until at least 60 days have passed from the date of such notification, to allow any person or interested trading partners to comment on the proposed acts.
	SPS Article 7, Annex B.5(d)

	11a.11
Comments received as a result of the notification and publication of the summary of proposed new or changed veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be taken into consideration in a non-discriminatory manner. Upon receipt of a written request, comments submitted by an interested trading partner shall be discussed and such comments and the results of the discussions shall be taken into account before the new or changed veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts are adopted.
	SPS Article 7, Annex B.5(d)

	11a.12
In urgent circumstances, veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts may be adopted before the notification prescribed in paragraphs 6-9 of this Article, provided that such notification is done promptly and without delay.
	SPS Article 7, Annex B.6

	11a.13
All new and revised veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts after their adoption shall be published promptly in the relevant official publication and shall come into force no earlier than 6 months from the date of publication. In the case of urgent circumstances, however, and also in case of application of veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts that reduce import restrictions, such acts may come into force as of the date of adoption, provided they are subsequently published in the relevant official publication.
	SPS Article 7, Annex B.1, Annex B.2



	11a.14
Veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts that are applied within the territory of interested trading partners shall be considered equivalent to those acts applied in the Republic of Azerbaijan, if the interested trading partner shows in an objective manner that its veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts achieve the same level or higher level of animal and human health protection as is required by Azerbaijan. 
	SPS Article 4.1

	11a.15
All veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts shall be applied only to the extent necessary to protect animal and human health from animal diseases and without unjustified discrimination between products subject to veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts that are produced domestically and imported, or between such products that are imported from different suppliers.
	SPS Article 2.2, 2.3

	Article 11b. Provision of Information and Notifications on Veterinary-sanitary Normative-legal Acts
	May want a transitional provision to bring the provisions of this Article into force upon the date of accession of the Republic to the WTO.

	11b.1
The relevant executive authority exercising the state control in the field of veterinary medicine shall provide the enquiry center and the notifications center established in accordance with legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan with electronic copy of proposed and adopted veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts. The enquiry center shall, upon the request of any person or interested trading partner, provide the latter with any information concerning veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts, including in particular:
	SPS Annex B.3, B.10

	11b.1.1
Texts of proposed or adopted veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts;
	SPS Annex B.3(a)

	11b.1.2
Procedures and means of assessing the risk to animals and/or humans from animal diseases, factors taken into account and reports detailing such risk assessments;
	SPS Annex B.3(c)

	11b.1.3
Factors taken into account when determining the appropriate level of animal and human health  protection;
	SPS Annex B.3(c)

	11b.1.4
Current control and inspection procedures, production and quarantine treatment, and methods for declaring and maintaining areas free of animal disease and areas of low animal disease prevalence, which are operated within its territory;
	SPS Annex B.3(b)

	11b.1.5
Information about membership and participation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the relevant international organizations or international agreements to which the Republic is a signatory regarding veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts and the texts of such agreements; 
	SPS Annex B.3(d)

	11b.1.6
Any other relevant information.
	

	Article 11c. Control, Inspection and Approval Procedures
	

	11c .1
The relevant executive authority exercising the state control in the field of veterinary medicine shall ensure, with respect to all procedures of state control and state supervision, as well as procedures for approving registration of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives (hereinafter: procedures) that the following requirements are fulfilled:
	SPS Article 8

	11c.1.1
Such procedures are executed expeditiously and without unjustifiable delay;
	SPS Annex C.1(a)

	11c.1.2
Taking of samples is limited to what is necessary and justified;
	SPS Annex C.1(e)

	11c.1.3
The applicant requesting procedures of control, inspection and approval must be immediately informed of any deficiencies in the application;
	SPS Annex C.1(b)

	11c.1.4
The results of the procedure shall be promptly transmitted to the applicant in a complete manner in written form;
	SPS Annex C.1(b)

	11c.1.5
The expected time for completing such procedures shall be communicated to the applicants upon their request;
	SPS Annex C.1(b)

	11c.1.6
Such procedures shall be applied equally to consignments subject to state veterinary control of foreign as well as domestic origin;
	SPS Annex C.1(a)

	11c.1.7
All adopted procedures, including procedures to ensure that consignments subject to state veterinary control that have been changed (treated, processed or otherwise changed) continues to meet requirements of veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts, and the information required to conduct procedures must be limited to what is necessary for the fulfillment of such acts;
	SPS Annex C.1(c), C.1(h)

	11c.1.8
Aimed at protecting commercial interests of an applicant, the rules for preserving confidentiality of information provided by the applicant, shall be observed;
	SPS Annex C.1(d)

	11c.1.9
The fees charged for control, inspection and approval procedures shall be equal for consignments subject to state veterinary control of domestic origin and of foreign origin and shall not exceed the actual cost of the service; 
	SPS Annex C.1(f)

	11c.1.10
The taking of samples and carrying out of procedures associated with use of facilities shall minimize inconvenience and be equitable for imported, exported, and domestic consignments subject to state veterinary control; 
	SPS Annex C.1(g)

	11c.1.11
A procedure exists to review complaints concerning the operation of control, inspection and approval procedures and corrective action shall be taken when a complaint is justified. 
	SPS Annex C.1(i)

	Article 11d. Appropriate Level of Animal and Human Health Protection
	SPS Article 5

	11d.1
The [Minister of Agriculture/Chief State Veterinary Doctor] shall determine the appropriate level of animal health protection from animal diseases and, in conjunction with the [appropriate authority/Chief State Sanitary Doctor], the appropriate level of human health protection from zoonoses.
	

	11d.2
The appropriate level of animal and human health protection shall be determined based on the following:
	

	11d.2.1
The animal health status of the Republic and risks inherent in commercial activities associated with rearing animals;
	

	11d.2.2
Standards, guidelines and recommendations of the relevant international organizations; 
	

	11d.2.3
Minimizing the negative impact on international and domestic trade when applying veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts.
	SPS Article 5.4

	Objects of the State of Veterinary Control 
	

	1.21 Objects of the state veterinary control are the following: 
	

	1.21.1 Animals and their genetic materials;
	

	1.21.2 Pathogenic agents of animal diseases;
	

	1.21.3 Products and raw materials of animal origin, veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives, pathogenic materials or diagnostics, samples obtained from them for veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expertise as well as water, air, soil and plant samples.
	

	1.21.4 Materials and accessories of veterinary and zoological hygienic purpose used for prophylaxis, diagnostics, treatment and veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expertise of animal diseases;
	

	1.21.5 Transportation means, packages, packaging materials, inventories, service items, etc. which may cause transmission of pathogenic agents of infectious diseases.
	

	1.21.6 Facilities where legal entities and natural persons carry out activities in the field of veterinary medicine;
	

	1.21.7 Production buildings and areas for production, supply, storage, processing, sale or use of products and raw materials of animal origin;
	

	1.21.8 Rookeries, watering places, migration routes and pasture areas;
	

	1.21.9 Registration and account documents on the practice of veterinary medicine, certificates, references, veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) opinions, expert reports, normative-technical documents on production, supply, storage, transportation and processing of consignments subject to state veterinary control and other normative documents in the field of veterinary control and other veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts in the field of veterinary medicine.
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

Clarification needed: What are “normative-technical documents on production, supply, storage, transportation and processing of consignments subject to state veterinary control”? It may be useful to add a definition of “normative-technical documents” to increases understanding of the law.

Verify replacing “normative documents” with “veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts”.

	Reports of State Veterinary Inspectors 
	

	1.22 Pursuant to state control, the state veterinary inspectors shall, within their authorities, take decisions on the following issues: 
	

	1.22.1 Elimination of violations of the legislation requirements in the field of veterinary medicine;
	

	1.22.2 Carrying out of veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert and diagnostic examination of the state veterinary control objects in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.22.3 Conducting of planned preventive or obligatory vaccination of animals, prevention of occurrence and spread of animal diseases, carrying out disinfection, disinsectization, deratization works for elimination of diseases at epizootic sources, unsanitary places, animal breeding constructions, their territories, transportation means and other places in the manner stipulated by the legislation;
	Which animal diseases: any disease, notifiable diseases/listed diseases or especially dangerous animal diseases? Please clarify for the purposes of transparency.

	1.22.4 In case of determination of danger of occurrence and spread of especially dangerous animal diseases, including the diseases common to humans and animals, and notifiable diseases/listed diseases, suspension or prohibition of activity of legal entities and natural persons raising a claim in connection with this issue in competent court (in case of raising of a claim, suspension or prohibition of activity shall remain valid until the court’s decision);
	

	1.22.5 Withdrawal, reprocessing, neutralization or liquidation of animals and products and raw materials of animal origin the threat of which to the health of population and animals is proved by the results of appropriate expert or laboratory examinations accompanied by compensation of the value thereof in the manner and on the terms established by the legislation;
	

	1.22.6 Taking of legal actions for subjecting to responsibility legal entities and natural persons violating the veterinary legalization in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan;
	

	1.22.7 Detention of consignments and exercising of the state veterinary control over the consignments in the manner established by the legislation in cases of violation of the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) requirements during the import, export and transit of consignments subject to state veterinary control until appropriate measures are taken in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.22.8 Withdrawal and liquidation of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives not registered in the manner established by the legislation, not complying with requirements of normative-technical documents or of unknown origin, counter-normative-technical documents or of unknown origin, counterfeited and not meeting established minimum quality requirements. 
	Clarification needed: What are “counter-normative-technical documents”?

How is “low quality” determined for a veterinary preparation? The meaning of “low quality” varies from person to person and therefore the term is not transparent. Instead, minimum quality requirements should be established during the registration process as a condition of entering turnover. In such cases, it is then clear that quality that does not fulfill established minimum quality requirements is unacceptable. 

	1.23 The form of mandatory decisions of state veterinary inspectors, order of preparation and issuance thereof, shall be determined by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.24 Execution of decisions of state veterinary inspectors by legal entities and natural persons shall be mandatory. 
	An administrative appeal process must be available to importers whose goods are to control, inspection and approval procedures related to imported goods.

	1.25 The state veterinary inspectors shall carry out their activity in conformity with the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan and bear personal responsibility for decisions adopted by them according to law.
	

	1.26 Decisions of state veterinary inspectors may be appealed by legal entities and natural persons issued such decisions in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  
	See comment to Article 13.3 above.

	Protection of the Territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan from Infectious and Exotic Animal Diseases Transmissible from Other Countries
	

	1.27 Veterinary control stations shall be organized at state border for exercising the state veterinary control in the manner stipulated by the legislation with a view to prevent the transmission and spread of pathogenic agents of listed diseases and exotic diseases from other states into the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
	

	1.28 Border veterinary control stations shall coordinate their activity with competent state authority in the established order. 
	

	1.29 Import to the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan of animals as well as eggs for incubation is allowed only if they are clinically healthy and are not infected with or are sources of notifiable diseases/listed diseases, and only from farms located in non-infected zone and at the specified distance from source of infection. 
	Azerbaijan must establish its own list of animal diseases which, if being carried by animals and other products presented for import that may transmit animal diseases, results in prohibition of entry and possibly other measures such as destruction of the consignment. OIE listed diseases encompass far more animal diseases than those for which Azerbaijan may impose import conditions. For example, any animal disease that is present in a country may not be subject to import border controls unless the disease is notifiable within the country and subject to an official control program (as defined by the OIE). This means that Azerbaijan cannot impose import conditions for all OIE listed diseases and instead must specify its own listed diseases in accordance with OIE guidelines.

	1.30 International veterinary certificate shall be drafted by the country of exportation before the supply of the consignments subject to state veterinary control in accordance with the samples recommended by relevant international organizations, in a language selected jointly by countries of importation and exportation and, if necessary, transit countries. 
	Clarification needed: What is meant by “drafted” and “before the supply”? Does this mean that the exporting country will prepare a sample international veterinary certificate that will then be approved by Azerbaijan? Or does it means that an international veterinary certificate will be issued by the exporting country before the consignment leaves that country? 

NOTE: It is the responsibility of importing countries to clearly convey to exporting countries their requirements for import of consignments subject to state veterinary control. That means Azerbaijan must specify the contents of international veterinary certificates that accompany consignments. The certificate should be based on the OIE model certificates but the specific diseases, treatments and other requirements of Azerbaijan must be clearly stated. The exporting country will then issue a certificate that attests to compliance with Azerbaijan’s established conditions for import.

	1.31 Transportation of animals for breeding, sale or slaughtering in the territory of a country of exportation (from the farms to the place of loading in the country of exportation) is carried out in conformity with international standards, guidelines and recommendations or, in the absences of such, the terms and conditions determined jointly by the countries of importation and exportation. 
	International standards, guidelines and recommendations must always be the first source for establishing procedures to ensure animal health.

	1.32 
	Delete this provision since it is solely for the protection of human health from food-borne health hazards. Since this law is supposed to only address animal health issues and human health issues associated with zoonoses, all food safety provisions in this law should be moved to the Law “On Foodstuffs”.

	1.33 In case of import and export of products of animal origin for the purposes of animal feeding, pharmaceutics, agriculture and industry, such products shall be provided with the relevant international veterinary certificate prepared in conformity with international standards, guidelines and recommendations. 
	

	1.34 Import, export and transit of consignments subject to state veterinary control shall be carried out taking into account the epizootic situation of the relevant territories of countries of exportation and importation. 
	

	1.35 Carriage of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin across the state border of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be permitted only through veterinary inspection stations. Placement and activity of veterinary inspection stations at the state borders shall be carried out by the competent executive authority in the established, taking into account the peculiarities of the border regime. 
	Products that are registered prior to their entry into turnover in Azerbaijan should be permitted to enter the country without further restriction. Normally, the customs service has a list of veterinary preparations and other goods that are registered or the importer may produce a copy of the registration certificate for customs. In these cases, it is not necessary for veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives to enter through veterinary inspection stations. Therefore, suggest eliminating this requirement from this provision.

	1.36 Import, export and transit of consignments subject to state veterinary control shall be carried out by receiving in advance from the competent executive authority and its territorial divisions information on the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules excluding the epizootic situation and spread of pathogenic agents of animal diseases in such countries.
	It is not clear in the English language what is meant by “excluding the epizootic situation and …”. The epizootic situation in the exporting country at the time of departure of a consignment until the end of the incubation period for listed diseases to which the commodities in the consignment are susceptible is critical to determining whether or not a consignment should be permitted entry into the country. Please verify the English translation.

	Veterinary Control over Transportation of Consignments subject to the State Veterinary Control 
	

	1.37 The veterinary control over transportation of consignments subject to state veterinary control in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be carried out in connection with the transit of such consignments and their relocation with the country. 
	

	1.38 The veterinary control over transit of consignments subject to state veterinary control covers the following: 
	

	1.38.1 Permission for entrance of transportation means subject to the state veterinary control for transit of animals and products of animal origin through the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan in case of existence of an international veterinary certificate attesting to conditions established by the Republic when so required by veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts and compliance with the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules;
	The OIE World Animal Health Code allows a country through which commodities are being transited to require an international veterinary certificate attesting to conditions established by the transit country. However, not all consignments will need to be accompanied by an international veterinary certificate (e.g., semen, embryos/ova, hatching eggs, brood-combs of bees and animal products) (see Chapter 1.4.2 of the Code). This provision must reflect that OIE standard.

	1.38.2 In respect of transit of animals through the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan, provision of information in advance from the country of exportation to the competent executive authority on species, number of animals and types of transportation means with indicating the points of entrance into and exit from the transit country according to the transit route;
	

	1.38.3 Requiring international veterinary certificate as transit country and conducting of veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) examination of animals in the manner established by the legislation, except for the cases of transportation thereof in sealed transportation means or containers;
	

	1.38.4 Prohibition of transit such consignments if the state veterinary inspector, while conducting examinations, detects that animals are infected by any [especially dangerous animal disease/notifiable dieases/listed disease] or pathogenic agents of such diseases or determines incorrect issuance of international veterinary certificate; decision on return of such animals (consignment of animals) to the country of exportation, slaughtering or liquidation thereof in case of confirmation of [especially dangerous animal disease/notifiable dieases/listed disease] diagnostics;
	Clarification needed: Should “dangerous disease” be “especially dangerous animal disease” or “notifiable disease/listed disease”?



	1.38.5 Notification of a country of importation on unloading of animals in the transit country in unforeseen cases. 
	

	1.39 The veterinary control over transportation of consignments subject to state veterinary control within the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan shall cover the following: 
	

	1.39.1 Loading and unloading of consignments subject to state veterinary control under the control of the state veterinary inspectors,
	

	1.39.2 Determination by the competent executive authority of migration and transportation routes of agricultural animals and coordination thereof with the head state veterinary inspector of the relevant territories in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.39.3 Preparation and use of transportation means (containers) used in transportation of consignments subject to state veterinary control in accordance with international standards, guidelines and recommendations. 
	

	1.40 Means of transportation entering into the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan from neighboring countries, where the occurrence of especially dangerous animal diseases is detected, are subject to mandatory disinfection in the manner and within the terms established by the veterinary-sanitary normative-legal acts. 
	

	1.41 Rules of bringing of consignments subject to state veterinary control of the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan and its transportation within the country shall be determined by the competent, executive authority, taking into account international standards, guidelines and recommendations. 
	

	State Veterinary Control in Market Places 
	What are “market places”? 

	1.42 Exercising of the state veterinary control shall be mandatory in all market places and other places, regardless of the form of property, where animals, products and raw materials of animal origin are sold. 
	

	1.43 The state veterinary control in market places shall be exercised by the state veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) examination laboratories. 
	

	1.44 The state veterinary control in market places shall cover the following: 
	

	1.44.1 Verification of the compliance of consignments subject to state veterinary control with the accompanying veterinary documents, examination of products and raw materials of animal origin that may endanger human health due to zoonoses in the manner established by the legislation;
	Is the purpose of examination of products and raw materials of animal origin to ensure that human health is protected against zoonoses? Or, is the examination for the purposes of food safety. If for food safety, the provision should be edited as shown  and the following moved to the Law “On Foodstuffs”:

The state veterinary control in market places shall cover the following:

examination of raw materials of animal origin that may endanger human health in the manner established by legislation;

	1.44.2 Taking of samples of products and raw materials of animal origin and conducting their veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination at in the manner established by the legislation;
	Add to the Law “On Foodstuffs”:

Taking of samples of raw materials of animal origin and conducting their sanitary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination in the manner established by the legislation;

	1.44.3 Presentation to the owners of products complying with veterinary norms the expert examination act permitting the sale of such products or marking the product (meat, animal and bird flesh and other products);
	Add to the Law “On Foodstuffs”:

Presentation the expert examination act to the owners of raw materials of animal origin complying with veterinary norms permitting the sale of such products or marking the product (meat, animal and bird flesh and other products);

	1.44.4 Decision on withdrawal, neutralization or liquidation of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin dangerous for human and animal health in the manner established by the legislation. 
	Add to the Law “On Foodstuffs”:

Decision on withdrawal, neutralization or liquidation of raw materials of animal origin dangerous for human health in the manner established by the legislation.

	1.45 Sales outlets in market places shall be allotted to owners of products only upon positive opinion of state veterinary examination laboratories. 
	

	1.46 Sale of products and raw materials of animal origin outside the places specially provided for trade and subjected to the state veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) control is prohibited. If these requirements are not satisfied, such products and raw materials of animal origin are withdrawn, neutralized or liquidated. 
	

	1.47 Owners of sales outlets shall bear personal responsibility for sale of products not subjected to the state veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination in the manner established by the legislation. 
	

	1.48 Veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination in market places shall be conducted only by veterinary specialists with the professional work experience of at least three years and having necessary qualification and certified in the manner established by the legislation. 
	

	1.49 The order of conducting of veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination shall be determined by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.50 Irrespective of the form of property, the authorities of market places shall, in conformity with the legislation, be obliged to furnish veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) examination laboratories with service rooms equipped in accordance with veterinary norms and cover public utility expenses for exercising the state veterinary control and conducting of veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination. 
	

	The State Veterinary Control over Production, Supply, Storage, Processing and Sale of Animals, Products and Raw Materials of Animal Origin 
	

	1.51 The veterinary control at the objects dealing with the production, supply, storage, processing and sale of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin shall is mandatory.
	What is meant by “veterinary control”? Is this inspection of facilities and verification of fulfillment of requirements established to protect animal health? More detail would be helpful to increase transparency of this provision.

	1.52 The organizations engaged in the supply, storage and sale of products and raw materials of animal origin and raw materials which have been subjected to the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination, meet the safety requirements for health of population and originating from the farms healthy from infectious diseases. 
	Clarification needed: Please verify the translation of this provision—it is missing a conclusion or something else. 

	1.53 In order to verify the compliance of products and raw materials with the normative technical documents and requirements of veterinary norms, the authorities of enterprises engaged in slaughtering of animals, processing of products and raw materials of animal origin must establish veterinary production control divisions and create necessary conditions for state veterinary inspectors for exercising of veterinary control in the manner established by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	Separation of animal health and food safety issues is necessary.

Animal health requirements (veterinary norms) apply to live animals, non-edible products and raw materials of animal origin. Food safety requirements (veterinary-sanitary norms) apply to raw materials of animal origin. Therefore, move the following to the Law “On Foodstuffs”:

In order to verify the compliance of raw materials of animal origin with the requirements of sanitary measures, the authorities of enterprises engaged in slaughtering of animals, processing of raw materials of animal origin must establish veterinary production control divisions and create necessary conditions for state veterinary inspectors for exercising of veterinary control in the manner established by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

	1.54 Rules of exercising of the state veterinary control at the objects dealing with production, supply, storage, processing and sale of products and raw materials of animal origin and rules on determination of compliance of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin with normative technical documents and requirements of veterinary norms shall be confirmed by the competent executive authority.
	Move to the Law “On Foodstuffs”:

Rules of exercising of the state veterinary control at the objects dealing with production, supply, storage, processing and sale of raw materials of animal origin and rules on determination of compliance of raw materials of animal origin with requirements of  sanitary measures shall be confirmed by the competent executive authority.

	The Sate Veterinary Control over Turnover of Veterinary Preparations, Feed and Feed Additives 
	

	1.55 Production, import, export, transportation, sale and application of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives in subject to the state veterinary control. 
	

	1.56 Legal entities and natural persons may import and export veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives registered in the Republic of Azerbaijan in the manner established by the legislation. Unregistered veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives may be brought into the Republic of Azerbaijan for displaying thereof at exhibitions, trade fairs, conferences and for scientific and other purposes without the right to sell.

	The term “feed” is not defined in Article 1 and therefore it is not clear whether it includes bulk commodities (maize, sorghum, barley, etc.) or if the requirement for registration is limited to prepared feed. If limited to prepared feed, does it include pet food? WTO Members will require clarification of the meaning of “feed” since the products are subject to special conditions when being imported.
Clarification needed: Are feed and feed additives that are produced domestically subject to registration? If not, this provision violates the national treatment principle of GATT and therefore the requirement for registration of only imported or exported feed and feed additives must be eliminated from the law. If domestically produced feed and feed additives are subject to registration, where in the law is such registration required? It does not appear in the English language version.
If both domestically produced and imported/exported feed and feed additives are subject to registration, the approval process for them, as well as for veterinary preparations, is subject to Annex C (Control, Inspection and Approval Procedures) of the SPS Agreement. The provisions of Annex C are included in Article 11c.

	1.57 The rules of import and export of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives shall be determined by the competent executive. 
	WTO Members will be particularly interested in the implementing regulations for this provision. It is therefore suggested that development of these regulations be a high priority in order to facilitate WTO accession.

	1.58 In cases of natural disaster or strong epizootic threat permission for the import of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives not registered in the Republic of Azerbaijan shall be granted by the decision of the competent executive authority if there are documents confirming the registration and use of such preparations in the countries of origin. 
	

	1.59 
	In general, when a product is subject to registration (approval) prior to its entry into turnover in a country, once registered, the product should enter the country without further certification or examination required for importing. Once the product has been entered into turnover, it is subject to market surveillance/supervision activities which should be designed to verify compliance of products with safety and other requirements (e.g., labeling) established by terms of registration and/or relevant technical regulations. The rules of import of these products (18.4) should reflect these concepts and this provision must be omitted.

	1.60 The order of determination of compliance of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives containing antibiotics, hormones and biological stimulators accelerating the growth and increasing the productivity of animals with the veterinary norms shall be determined by the competent executive authority, a permission for their use is issued by the competent executive authority in the manner established by legislation and is carried out under the state veterinary control. 
	Is this process different from registration? If so, why is a different process necessary? WTO Members will require scientific justification of the need for a different approval process for these products and also will insist on full transparency in the procedures of granting such permission.
Note that comments to 18.2 and 18.5 apply to this provision. 

	CHAPTER 4 
ORGANIZATION OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
	

	Duties of Legal Entities and Natural persons Engaged in Animal Breeding with regard to Veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) Requirements 
	

	1.61 Duties of legal entities and natural persons engaged in animal breeding, as well as manufacturing, processing, storage, transportation and sale of products and raw materials of animal origin with regard to veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) requirements include the following: 
	

	1.61.1 To keep, breed and use animals according to the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules and norms, to comply with relevant instructions;
	

	1.61.2 To maintain equipment and installations necessary for processing, storage, transportation and sale ??? feed and feed additives and as products and raw materials of animal origin as well as the territory, production buildings and objects in conformity with the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules and norms, to prevent environmental pollution;
	Verify the translation to English—something is missing.

	1.61.3 To comply with zoological hygienic and veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules in the manner established by the legislation in the course of allocation, construction, restoration and putting into operation of objects subject to the state veterinary control in connection with production, procurement, storage, processing, sale and transportation of products subject to state veterinary control;
	What are “products subject to state veterinary control”? Are they the same as “consignments subject to state veterinary control”? 

	1.61.4 To conduct veterinary, administrative and economic measures complying with the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) rules stipulated by the legislation for prevention of animal diseases and ensuring the safety of consignments subject to state veterinary control;
	

	1.61.5 To ensure the identification of animals in their use, animal breeding enterprises, objects dealing with production, processing, storage and sale of products and raw materials of animal origin in the manner established by the legislation and ensure the issuance of veterinary certificates for them;
	

	1.61.6 To notify the state veterinary control bodies in time on newly acquired animals, new born animals and sales;
	

	1.61.7 To inform immediately the state veterinary service in cases of mass disease of animals or their unusual state, death of animals and isolate the animals suspect of being diseased until the arrival of veterinary inspectors;
	

	1.61.8 To isolate animals with the purpose of protecting the territory against the diseases transmissible from other countries and in order to determine the health of animals brought from other countries in the manner and within the term established by the legislation;
	

	1.61.9 To create necessary condition and assist veterinary specialists in examining animals, carrying out of diagnostics, preventive and treatment measures and fulfilling of their official duties;
	

	1.61.10 To introduce animals and products obtained from them without obstacles and in time to veterinary inspectors with the purpose of conducting the veterinary inspection in cases and manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.61.11 To fulfill the requirements of veterinary inspectors for neutralization of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin, feed and feed additives endangering the health of population and animals;
	

	1.61.12 Not to permit the slaughtering of animals in places not subjected to the veterinary inspection, not meeting the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) requirements and outside the places especially allocated for trade; not to permit sale and use of animal meat and other products without carrying out veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expertise in the manner stipulated by the legislation;
	Add to Law “On Foodstuffs”:

Duties of legal entities and natural persons engaged in slaughter of animals and manufacturing, processing, storage, transportation and sale of raw materials of animal origin include the following:
Not to permit the slaughtering of animals in places not subjected to veterinary inspection, not meeting the sanitary (veterinary-sanitary) requirements and outside the places especially allocated for trade; 
Not to permit sale and use of animal meat and other edible products of animals without carrying out sanitary (veterinary-sanitary) expertise in the manner stipulated by the legislation;

	1.61.13 To engage in trade of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin only in case of existence of veterinary documents confirming their health and compliance with the requirements of veterinary norms;
	Add to Law “On Foodstuffs”:

To engage in trade of raw materials of animal origin only in case of existence of documents confirming their suitability for human consumption;

	1.61.14 To comply with the requirements of this Law and other legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in the course of import and export of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin. 
	

	Veterinary Measures 
	

	1.62 Veterinary measures consist of two parts: 
	

	1.62.1 Preventive and veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) measures carried out with a purpose to prevent mass infection of animals and diseases, including infectious diseases common to animals and humans, in healthy veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) sanitary zones, and to ensuring the compliance of storage condition of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin, veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives with the requirements of the veterinary legislation;
	

	1.62.2 Measures, including quarantine and restrictive measures, established by the legislation and carried out for the liquidation and prevention of especially dangerous animal diseases, including the infectious diseases common to animals and humans, at the epizootic source and anti-sanitary points. 
	

	1.63 Rules of organization and implementation of veterinary measures shall be determined by the competent executive authority and fulfillment of these rules shall be mandatory for legal entities and natural persons.
	

	Quarantine and Restrictive Measures 
	

	1.64 Quarantine and restrictive measures shall be applied in the manner established by the legislation in case of occurrence of infectious diseases of animals, including the diseases common to animals and humans. 
	Clarification needed: Should the term “infectious diseases” be “especially dangerous animal diseases” or “notifiable diseases/listed diseases”?

	1.65 Depending on the level of spread of especially dangerous animal diseases or [notifiable diseases/listed diseases], the quarantine and restrictive measures shall be applied by decision of the head state veterinary inspector of the territory if the disease occurs within one region or territorial unit, and on the basis of the instructions of the head state veterinary inspector of the Republic if the disease occurs in several regions, areas or in the entire territory of the Republic. [Notifiable diseases/Listed diseases] shall be determined by the competent executive authority. 
	Why is this provision limited to especially dangerous animal diseases? Don’t quarantine and other restrictive measures apply to more diseases (i.e., as in Article 6.1.6)?

	1.66 Complex veterinary measures taking of which is necessary for diseases in the territories subjected to the quarantine and restrictive measures shall be carried out in accordance with this Law and international standards, guidelines and recommendations. 
	

	1.67 Activities of market places, stations of supply (slaughtering) of animals, related enterprises as well as fairs, auctions, exhibitions and places of mass collection of consignments subject to state veterinary control in connection with transportation thereof may be temporarily suspended during the quarantine in the manner established by the legislation. 
	

	1.68 The joint quarantine police and veterinary control posts may be established with a view to maintain isolation regime in the infected zone. The competent executive authority shall determine their number and location. 
	

	1.69 Application of quarantine and restrictive measures shall be terminated by the decision of the competent executive authority upon implementation of complex veterinary measures established by the legislation of the occurred disease. The continuation of certain restrictive measures in respect of veterinary activity may be indicated in the decision of the competent executive authority on termination of quarantine in cases established by the legislation.
	

	Establishment of Anti-epizootic Emergency Commission
	

	1.70 Competent executive authorities shall be establish anti-epizootic emergency commissions for coordination of activities of state authorities, legal entities and natural persons in the field of prevention and liquidation of infectious and other mass diseases and contamination of animals within the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan or within a region (town). 
	

	1.71 Activity of emergency commission and anti-epizootic measures aimed at prevention and liquidation of diseases shall be funded by budgetary funds allocated for emergency cases and unforeseen circumstances. 
	

	1.72 The rules of establishment and activity of the anti-epizootic emergency commission shall be regulated by the competent executive authority in conformity with this Law.
	

	Veterinary Norms 
	

	1.73 Veterinary norms (veterinary (veterinary-sanitary)) or zoological hygienic norms determine the acceptable rates of qualitative and quantitative indicators characterizing the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) factors of safety from animals diseases or agents of such disease for the health of population, animals and environment. 
	Separate food safety and animal health issues. For food products, “food safety indicators” must be complied with for a food product, including raw materials of animal origin, to be safe for human consumption. This is already contained in the Law “On Foodstuffs”.

	1.74 Veterinary norms shall be the ground for conducting of objective and justified epizootic monitoring, planning the volume and character of veterinary measures for achieving the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) health, as well as predicting the potentials of occurrence, spread and liquidation of animal diseases. 
	

	1.75 Veterinary norms shall be determined on the basis of the research conducted in the field of veterinary medicine in conformity with the veterinary legislation, taking into account the international standards, guidelines and recommendations, and shall be confirmed by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.76 Compliance with the veterinary norms shall be mandatory for legal entities and natural persons carrying out activity in the field of veterinary medicine and engaged in production, supply, storage, transportation and trade with products and raw materials of animal origin that are capable of carrying or transmitting animal disease.
	Limit the application of this provision to threats from animal diseases since food safety issues are dealt with in the Law “On Foodstuffs”. 

	Reimbursement of Damage Caused in Connection with Application of Quarantine or Restrictive Measures 
	

	1.77 Animals infected with diseases, products and raw materials of such animals endangering the health of animals and population, contingent on the level of threat, shall be withdrawn, liquidated or subjected to mandatory neutralization, processing or reprocessing without withdrawal in the manner established by law. 
	

	1.78 The list of especially dangerous animal diseases endangering the health of animals and population shall be determined by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.79 The list of animal diseases resulting in neutralization, processing and reprocessing without withdrawal of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin, veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives endangering the health of animals and population shall be determined by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.80 Legal entities and natural persons shall have the right to be reimbursed of the damage incurred as a result of withdrawal and liquidation of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin infected with the especially dangerous animal diseases endangering the health of animals and population in the manner and on terms established by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.81 The material damage caused to legal entities and natural persons in connection with the application of quarantine regime or liquidation, prophylaxis and prevention of notifiable diseases/listed diseases of animals shall be reimbursed in the manner established by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	

	1.82 Legal entities and natural persons whose property and resources were used during liquidation, prophylaxis and prevention of spread of notifiable diseases/listed diseases shall have the right to be reimbursed for the caused material damage in the manner and amount established by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.83  Neutralization or liquidation of consignments subject to state veterinary control endangering the health of animals and population shall be carried out upon agreement with the competent executive authorities in places specially allocated by the competent executive authority.
	

	Protection of Health of Population from the Diseases Common to Animals and Humans 
	

	The rules of protection of health of persons engaged in breeding, reproduction, supply (slaughtering) and use of animals and production, processing, transportation, selling and using of products subject to the state veterinary control from infectious diseases common to animals and humans shall be established by the competent executive authority.
	

	Identification of Objects Engaged in Production, Supply (slaughtering), Storage, Processing and Sale of Products subject to the State Veterinary Control, Market Places and other Objects of the State Veterinary Control 
	

	1.84 Identification of agricultural animals enabling the control of each animal and group of animals in the manner established by the legislation shall be mandatory with a view to exercise the control over the implementation of veterinary measures on diagnostics and prophylaxis of animal diseases in the manner established by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.85 The identification of establishments dealing with the production, supply (slaughtering), storage, processing and selling of products subject to the state veterinary control, market places and other objects of state veterinary control shall be conducted by the competent executive authority in the manner established by the legislation in order to keep record of compliance with the requirements legislation. 
	

	CHAPTER 5 
NON-STATE VETERINARY SERVICE 
	

	The structure of non-state veterinary service 
	

	1.86 Private enterprises of veterinary medicine and pharmaceutics engaged in the entrepreneurial activity in the field of veterinary medicine in the manner established by the legislation, natural persons engaged in entrepreneurial activity of personal practice of veterinary medicine and veterinary pharmaceutics without creating a legal entity comprise the non-state veterinary service. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.87 Non-state veterinary service may not conduct functions of the state veterinary control.
	

	Activity of Enterprises of Private Veterinary Medicine 
	

	1.88 Legal entities established by the private veterinary medicine enterprises and municipalities may engage in any types of activities in the field of veterinary medicine in the manner established by the legislation, except for the matters in the authority of the state veterinary control. 
	

	1.89 In necessary cases, private veterinary medicine enterprises may be involved in veterinary measures carried out by the competent executive authorities in accordance with the decision of the competent executive authorities and on the basis of the consent of the private veterinary medicine enterprise. 
	

	1.90 Private veterinary medicine enterprises may carry out their activities upon registration with the relevant territorial division of thee competent executive authority in the manner established by the legislation.
	

	Rights and Responsibilities of the Private Veterinary Medicine Enterprises 
	

	1.91 Private veterinary medicine enterprises have the following rights: 
	

	1.91.1 To diagnose animals diseases, except for animal diseases to which the quarantine and restrictive measures apply and poisonings and engage in treatment;
	

	1.91.2 To engage in preventive vaccination of animals and give advice to owners of animals;
	

	1.91.3 To require restriction or suspension of bringing the animals, products and raw materials of animal origin, feed and feed additives to and out of the object of threat, in case of threat of infectious animal diseases;
	Clarify which animal diseases.

	1.91.4 To require that owners of animals exclude the substances hazardous to animal health from feeding rations with a view to avoid the feeding of animals with animal feeds containing such substances and immediately notify the state veterinary body therewith;
	This provision should be limited to animal health issues, not food safety issues.

	1.91.5 To require that legal entities and natural persons engaged in production, supply and processing of products and raw materials of animal origin comply with veterinary and veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) requirements and norms in their enterprises;
	

	1.91.6 To use simple state forms of record keeping and accounts documents confirmed by the competent executive authority and to inform the state veterinary body on these forms. 
	

	1.92 Private veterinary medicine enterprises have the following duties: 
	

	1.92.1 To register with the state veterinary body for engaging in the state veterinary activity;
	

	1.92.2 To comply with the veterinary legislation, veterinary and veterinary (veterinary- sanitary) requirements and norms;
	

	1.92.3 In case of suspecting infectious diseases in animals, to notify the state veterinary body and take preliminary measures for prevention the spread of disease;
	Which infectious diseases?

	1.92.4 To assist the state veterinary body and its local divisions during the epizooty of infectious diseases of animals;
	Which infectious diseases?

	1.92.5 To keep records concerning the implementation of veterinary measures in the form and manner established by the legislation, submit reports to legal entities and natural persons, to whom they render services, local divisions of the state veterinary body;
	

	1.92.6 To take measures within their authorities to ensure safety and compliance of products and raw materials of animal origin produced and feed and feed additives included at their object of activity with the veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) norms.
	

	Private Practice of Veterinary Medicine
	

	1.93 The citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan having a higher and secondary education on the veterinary profession may engage in private practice of veterinary medicine in the manner established by the legislation without creating a legal entity. 
	

	1.94 Persons engaged in personal veterinary medicine secondary or higher education shall carry out their activities according to this Law and normative-legal acts enacted in conformity with this Law. 
	

	CHAPTER 6
TURNOVER OF VETERINARY PREPARATIONS
	

	State Responsibilities in the Field of Turnover of Veterinary Preparations
	

	1.95 State responsibilities in the field of turnover of veterinary preparations are the following: 
	

	1.95.1 To prepare and implement the program on production of veterinary preparations in the Republic of Azerbaijan;
	Additional information needed: Does the State produce veterinary preparations? 

	1.95.2 To prepare and approve standards of production, delivery and storage of veterinary preparations and documents on relevant normative-technical requirements;
	What are “documents on relevant normative-technical requirements”?

	1.95.3 To determine rules of testing and State registration of veterinary preparations and maintaining of state register;
	

	1.95.4 To exercise the state control over the safety and quality and use of veterinary preparations at all stages of the turnover;
	Quality is not the same as safety—both should be controlled.

	1.95.5 To place state orders for the supply of veterinary preparations necessary to ensure the prophylaxis and treatment of especially dangerous animal diseases and veterinary health within the country;
	

	1.95.6 To determine rules of production, import, delivery, sale and utilization of biological and strong veterinary preparations used in the practice of veterinary medicine;
	What are “biological preparations”? What are “strong veterinary preparations”?

Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.95.7 To determine the form of general statistical report on turnover of veterinary preparations and rules of submission thereof;
	

	1.95.8 To exercise control over the efficient use of budgetary allocations for the purchase and production of veterinary preparations;
	

	1.95.9 To carry out international cooperation in the field of production, import, export and application of veterinary preparations.
	

	Participation of Legal Entities and Natural Persons in the Turnover of Veterinary Preparations 
	

	Natural persons with the higher and secondary education and legal entities regardless of the form of property may engage in production, storage, delivery, sale and application of veterinary preparations in the manner established by the legislation.
	

	Manufacturing, Sale, Import and Export of Veterinary Preparations
	

	1.96 Enterprises engaged in manufacturing of veterinary preparations in the Republic of Azerbaijan shall possess the appropriate equipment, production conditions, technological and normative-technical documents ensuring the manufacturing of safe preparations that meet or exceed established minimum quality requirements. Enterprises shall organize a quality control service for testing the quality of manufactured veterinary preparations, issue a certificate of quality with respect to each consignment (series) of goods put for sale and bear responsibility for their quality. Each manufactured veterinary preparation shall be subject to state registration in the established manner accompanied by the issuance of the registration certificate. 
	Safety and quality are not the same. Is this requirement intended to ensure safety of veterinary preparations or only the quality (e.g., purity) of such preparations?

Does the sentence beginning with “Each manufactured veterinary preparation shall be subject to state registration…” mean that each batch, lot or series of preparations must be registered? If so, WTO Members are likely to strongly object to such requirement.

	1.97 Veterinary preparations put into turnover within the Republic of Azerbaijan must have appropriate certificate issued in the manner established by the legislation, be labeled, packaged, shown as being designed for veterinary purpose in the accompanying documents and instructions for use; the instructions for use of preparation shall be in Azerbaijan language and in necessary cases the date of manufacturing, storage period and conditions and other data may be in other languages. 
	Clarify: The type of certificate must be clearly specified (e.g., quality certificate, certificate of compliance with terms of registration, certificate of compliance with safety requirements, etc.).

How are “necessary cases” determined? Necessary is a subjective concept and therefore this provision is not transparent.

	1.98 Natural persons engaged entrepreneurial activity without creating legal entity may not sell biological and strong veterinary preparations against the diseases common to the health of animals and humans as mentioned in the list drawn up by the competent international organization in the field of veterinary medicine. 
	What are “biological preparations”? What are “strong veterinary preparations”?

	1.99 Legal entities, certified in the manner established by the legislation and having the permission of the competent executive authority, may engage in manufacturing, storage, delivery, import, export and sale of veterinary preparations used in the practice of veterinary medicine regardless of the property and organizational-legal form. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.100 Legal entities, having facilities complying with the normative-technical requirements for delivery, storage and sale of veterinary preparations, may sell veterinary preparations in cases and order established by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	What are “normative-technical requirements”?

	1.101 Wholesale of veterinary preparations shall be carried out by the relevant manufacturing and scientific and research institutions (of its own manufacturing) regardless of the property form and veterinary supply storehouses, and the retail sale thereof shall be carried out by the veterinary drugstores. 
	

	1.102 Use of narcotic drugs in the practice of veterinary medicine shall be regulated by the appropriate legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.103 The list of veterinary preparations used in the practice of veterinary medicine having biological and strong effect and given on the basis of a prescription shall be approved by the competent executive authority. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

What is “strong effect”?

	1.104 Legal entities and natural persons shall carry out import and export of veterinary preparations registered in the Republic of Azerbaijan in the manner established by the competent executive authority, taking into account the requirements and recommendations of the international agreements.
	

	Transportation and Storage of Veterinary Preparations
	

	Transit, transportation within the country and storage of veterinary preparations shall be carried in compliance with the established technical regulations. The rules of storage and transportation of veterinary preparations shall be confirmed by the competent executive authority.
	

	Reserves of Veterinary Preparations
	

	1.105 Reserves of veterinary preparations consist of certain number of veterinary preparations periodically renewed, used in liquidation of a source of epizootic diseases included in the list of especially dangerous animal diseases and prevention of a threat of their spread. 
	

	1.106 Reserves of veterinary preparations shall be established from veterinary preparations procured at the expense of the budgetary funds. 
	

	1.107 The rules of establishment, storage and use of the reserves of veterinary preparations shall be determined by the competent executive authority. 
	

	CHAPTER 7
PROVISION OF SCIENTIFIC AND HUMAN CAPACITIES 
AND FUNDING OF VETERINARY SERVICE 
	

	Scientific Research in the Field of Veterinary Medicine
	

	1.108 Key directions and programs of scientific research conducted in the field of veterinary medicine shall be agreed with the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.109 The veterinary preparations prepared and improved as a result of scientific research shall be subject to testing in the manner established by the legislation for determining the compliance of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives with veterinary norms. 
	

	1.110 Strains and microorganisms and pathogenic agents of parasitic diseases existing in the Republic of Azerbaijan including those obtained as a result of scientific research and diagnostics of animal diseases and through the vaccination shall be kept in the National Collection of strains used and kept in the veterinary medicine. 
	Clarify: “kept in the veterinary medicine”.

	1.111 Rules on establishment and activity of the National Collection of strains of microorganisms and pathogenic agents or parasitic diseases shall be determined by the competent executive authority. 
	

	1.112 The scientific research in the field of veterinary medicine shall be funded from the state budget, off-budget funds and voluntary allocations and donations granted by legal entities and natural persons.
	

	Training and Improvement of Qualifications of Veterinary Specialists 
	

	1.113 Training and improvement of qualifications of veterinary specialists shall be implemented in the manner established by the relevant legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	

	1.114 The program of planning and implementation of training and improvement of qualifications of veterinary specialists shall be agreed with the competent executive authority in the manner established by the legislation.
	

	Scientific Research in the Field of Veterinary Medicine 
	

	Necessary measures shall be carried out by the competent executive authority for organization of scientific research and application of achievements in the field of veterinary medicine.
	

	Funding of Veterinary Medicine 
	

	1.115 The following in the field of veterinary medicine shall be funded from the state budget: 
	

	1.115.1 Expenses for supporting the public authorities in the field of veterinary medicine;
	

	1.115.2 Anti-epizootic expenses necessary for prophylaxis, diagnostics and liquidation of especially dangerous animal diseases according to the list confirmed by the competent executive authority, expenses for disinfection of transportation means at the state veterinary border inspection stations, expenses for establishment and storing of reserves of veterinary preparations;
	

	1.115.3 Expenses for withdrawal and liquidation of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin especially threatening the health of animals and the population  due to zoonoses according to the list confirmed by the competent executive authority;
	

	1.115.4 Reimbursement of damage connected to withdrawal and liquidation of animals, products and raw materials of animal origin, infected with especially dangerous animal diseases confirmed by the competent executive authority, to the owners of such animals and products;
	

	1.115.5 Scientific provision of veterinary medicine;
	The meaning of this is not clear in the English language—does this mean conducting scientific research in the field of veterinary medicine?

	1.115.6 Expenses for storage of strains of microorganisms, pathogenic agents and carriers of parasitic diseases kept in the National Collection;
	

	1.115.7 Expenses for membership fee paid to the respective international organizations in the field of veterinary medicine to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a member;
	

	1.115.8 Expenses for other veterinary measures carried out and provided for in the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	

	1.115.9 The following measures shall be funded at the expenses of owners of objects requiring the state veterinary control in the manner and terms established by the competent executive authority; 
	

	1.115.10 Expenses for approbation, testing, expert examination, registration and control of domestic or importers series (consignments) of veterinary preparations, feed and feed additives submitted for uses;
	

	1.115.11 Expenses for identification (codification) of animals, animal breeding enterprises, market places, objects dealing with production of feed and biological preparations for animals;
	Are “biological preparations for animals” the same as feed additives?

	1.115.12 Expenses for dehelmintization of animals, disinfection, disinsection, deratization of objects (except for mandatory ones and disinfection, disinsection and deratization at the state veterinary border inspection stations) and expenses for veterinary (veterinary-sanitary) expert examination of products and raw materials of animal origin;
	

	1.115.13 Except for especially dangerous animal diseases included in the list confirmed by the competent executive authority, expenses for prophylaxis, diagnostics, treatment and liquidation of other diseases in the manner established by the legislation;
	

	1.115.14 Expenses for issuance of veterinary documents in the manner established by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	

	CHAPTER 8 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR VIOLATION OF LEGISLATION
ON VETERINARY MEDICINE AND DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 
	

	Responsibility for Violation of Legislation on Veterinary Medicine 
	

	1.116 Persons culpable of violation of the legislation in the field of veterinary medicine shall bear responsibility in the manner provided for in the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	1.117 Reimbursement of damage caused to the legal entities and natural persons as a result of violation of the legislation in the field of veterinary medicine shall be paid in the manner provided for in the legislative acts of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	Dispute Settlement 
	

	Disputes with respect to the violation of legislation in the field of veterinary medicine and veterinary activity shall be settled in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan, including settlement thereof in courts. 
	Verify interpretation of “veterinary medicine”.

	CHAPTER 9 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AND FINAL PROVISIONS 
	

	International Cooperation in the Field of Veterinary Medicine 
	

	International cooperation in the field of veterinary medicine shall be carried out in accordance with international agreements to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party.
	

	International Agreements 
	

	In case the provisions provided for in the international agreements in the field of veterinary medicine to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party differ from the provisions for in this Law, the provisions of international agreements shall apply.
	

	Entering of the Law into Force
	

	1.118 This Law shall enter into force from the date of publication. 
	

	1.119 44.2 The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Veterinary Medicine” (Report of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Azerbaijan, dated 1994, No.21, Article 312; the Compilation of Laws of the Republic of Azerbaijan, dated 2002, No.12, Article 706; 2004, No.2, Article 57) shall be considered as having lost its legal force from the date of entering of this Law into force. 
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