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of the Parliamentary Committee on Culture and Spirituality 

What	
  is	
  the	
  scope	
  of	
  activities	
  of	
  your	
  organization	
  /	
  department?	
  
The	
  function	
  of	
  our	
  library	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  informational,	
  
educational	
  and	
  public	
  center	
  of	
  our	
  rayon.	
  The	
  
library	
  provides	
  services	
  to	
  over	
  6	
  000	
  users	
  
annually,	
  runs	
  10	
  service	
  clubs,	
  2	
  centers	
  providing	
  
free	
  access	
  to	
  internet	
  and	
  “Internet	
  Spectacles”	
  
(for	
  blind	
  and	
  partially	
  sighted	
  people),	
  information	
  
and	
  advisory	
  legal	
  office,	
  the	
  Project	
  Management	
  
Center,	
  which	
  is	
  really	
  efficient,	
  that	
  provides	
  
trainings	
  on	
  preparation	
  of	
  the	
  applications	
  to	
  be	
  
submitted	
  to	
  Ukrainian	
  and	
  	
  foreign	
  donors.	
  	
  The	
  
library	
  is	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Citizen	
  Access	
  Points	
  Network,	
  
coordinated	
  by	
  the	
  Ukrainian	
  Library	
  Association	
  
with	
  the	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  USAID	
  Parliamentary	
  
Development	
  Project	
  for	
  Ukraine	
  and	
  aimed	
  at	
  
provision	
  of	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  information	
  to	
  the	
  
citizens	
  (http://pdp.org.ua/caps	
  ).	
  

In	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  Resolution	
  of	
  the	
  Parliament	
  of	
  
Ukraine	
   of	
   December	
   4,	
   2007,	
   No.	
   4-­‐VI	
   “On	
   the	
   list,	
  
representation	
   and	
   competence	
   of	
   the	
   Committees	
   of	
  
the	
  Verkhovna	
  Rada	
  of	
  Ukraine	
  of	
  the	
  6th	
  convocation”,	
  
the	
   Parliamentary	
   Committee	
   on	
   Culture	
   and	
  
Spirituality	
  works	
  on	
  draft	
  laws,	
  develops	
  and	
  organizes	
  
preliminary	
   consideration	
   to	
   the	
   issues	
   that	
   are	
   in	
  
competence	
   of	
   the	
   Parliament	
   of	
   Ukraine,	
   and	
   is	
   a	
  
oversight	
   agency	
   in	
   various	
   culture-­‐related	
   areas,	
   for	
  
instance,	
   in	
   cultural	
   and	
   educational	
   activities	
  
(publishing,	
   library	
   services,	
   cinematography,	
   folk	
   art	
  
crafts).	
  	
  
Beside	
   the	
   law-­‐drafting	
   activities,	
   the	
   Committee	
  
organizes	
   informational,	
   regulatory	
   or	
   oversight	
  
hearings.	
  	
  All	
  activities	
  of	
  the	
  Committee	
  are	
  presented	
  
at	
   the	
   web-­‐site	
  	
  
http://kompkd.rada.gov.ua/kompkd/control/uk/index	
  	
  

What	
  problem	
  have	
  you	
  resolved?	
  
Our	
  library	
  tried	
  to	
  draw	
  the	
  attention	
  of	
  all	
  public	
  
agencies	
  to	
  solve	
  urgent	
  problems	
  of	
  public	
  
libraries,	
  in	
  particular,	
  rural	
  libraries,	
  to	
  break	
  the	
  
negative	
  tendency	
  to	
  reduce	
  their	
  network	
  and	
  cut	
  
financing,	
  which	
  is	
  not	
  even	
  enough	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  
subscribe	
  to	
  periodicals	
  or	
  increase	
  library	
  holdings,	
  
not	
  to	
  mention	
  to	
  start	
  modernizing	
  their	
  outdated	
  
material	
  and	
  technical	
  resources.	
  To	
  solve	
  these	
  
problems,	
  it	
  was	
  necessary	
  to	
  elaborate	
  an	
  efficient	
  

In	
  spite	
  of	
  the	
  fact	
  that	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  rural	
  libraries	
  has	
  
been	
   decreasing,	
   the	
   number	
   of	
   their	
   users	
   has	
  
dropped	
  only	
  by	
  2-­‐3%,	
   thus	
  clearly	
   stressing	
  a	
  need	
   to	
  
preserve	
   these	
   libraries.	
  They	
  still	
   are	
   the	
  only	
  cultural	
  
and	
  information	
  facilities	
  in	
  rural	
  areas.	
  	
  

A	
   majority	
   of	
   the	
   libraries	
   are	
   in	
   need	
   of	
   major	
  
renovations	
  and	
  work	
   in	
  old	
  hazardous	
  buildings.	
  A	
   lot	
  
of	
   them	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  central	
  heating.	
  The	
  material	
  and	
  



strategy	
  for	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  library	
  services	
  in	
  
rural	
  areas	
  as	
  an	
  important	
  component	
  of	
  social	
  and	
  
cultural	
  development	
  of	
  rural	
  areas.	
  	
  
The	
  state	
  program	
  to	
  support	
  library	
  development,	
  
to	
  provide	
  internet	
  access	
  in	
  rural	
  areas	
  and,	
  in	
  the	
  
nearest	
  future,	
  to	
  begin	
  automation	
  of	
  the	
  library	
  
holdings,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  favorable	
  mechanism	
  
to	
  ensure	
  participation	
  of	
  the	
  libraries	
  in	
  various	
  
grant	
  programs,	
  which	
  are	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  regional	
  
budgets,	
  could	
  be	
  a	
  key	
  to	
  success.	
  	
  
	
  

technical	
  resources	
  are	
  outdated.	
  It	
  is	
  difficult	
  for	
  them	
  
to	
   increase	
   library	
   holdings	
   and	
   to	
   subscribe	
   to	
   the	
  
periodicals.	
  	
  
A	
   rural	
   library	
   is	
   able	
   of	
   resolving	
   most	
   of	
   these	
  
problems.	
  It	
  is	
  a	
  place	
  of	
  spirituality	
  and	
  knowledge,	
  the	
  
primary	
   guide	
   in	
   education,	
   professional	
   growth,	
  
organization	
  of	
   leisure	
  time	
  for	
   the	
  public,	
  provision	
  of	
  
unique	
  opportunities	
  for	
  the	
  wide	
  use	
  of	
  Ukrainian	
  and	
  
international	
   informational	
   resources,	
   accumulated	
   by	
  
the	
  libraries	
  of	
  Ukraine	
  and	
  other	
  countries.	
  Today,	
  the	
  
future	
  of	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  the	
  rural	
  libraries	
  depends	
  
on	
   merging	
   functions	
   of	
   a	
   traditional	
   library	
   and	
   a	
  
modern	
  information	
  center.	
  	
  

How	
  have	
  you	
  developed	
  cooperation?	
  
As	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Citizen	
  Access	
  Points	
  Network,	
  
we	
  receive	
  information	
  about	
  activities	
  of	
  the	
  
Parliamentary	
  committees,	
  in	
  particular,	
  
announcements	
  of	
  the	
  committee	
  hearings.	
  We	
  
found	
  out	
  that	
  the	
  Committee	
  on	
  Culture	
  and	
  
Spirituality	
  planned	
  to	
  organize	
  the	
  committee	
  
hearings	
  on	
  the	
  state-­‐of-­‐art	
  of	
  the	
  rural	
  area	
  and	
  
have	
  decided	
  to	
  take	
  part	
  in	
  the	
  hearings	
  to	
  present	
  
to	
  the	
  MPs	
  of	
  Ukraine,	
  representatives	
  of	
  the	
  public	
  
agencies	
  our	
  vision	
  of	
  the	
  state-­‐of-­‐art	
  of	
  the	
  libraries	
  
and	
  ways	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  situations.	
  We	
  have	
  sent	
  
the	
  letter	
  to	
  the	
  Committee	
  Secretariat	
  and	
  have	
  
been	
  invited	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  presentation	
  during	
  the	
  
hearings.	
  	
  

Beside	
  the	
  MPs	
  of	
  Ukraine,	
  the	
  representatives	
  of	
  the	
  
executive	
  authorities,	
  local	
  self-­‐governmental	
  bodies,	
  
the	
  public,	
  academic	
  institutions	
  are	
  invited	
  to	
  take	
  part	
  
in	
  the	
  committee	
  hearings.	
  After	
  the	
  Committee	
  
members	
  take	
  a	
  decision	
  to	
  organize	
  the	
  hearings,	
  we	
  
place	
  an	
  announcement	
  at	
  the	
  web-­‐site	
  of	
  the	
  
Committee	
  and	
  the	
  Parliament	
  of	
  Ukraine,	
  and	
  all	
  the	
  
parties	
  concerned	
  can	
  apply	
  in	
  writing	
  to	
  take	
  part	
  in	
  
the	
  event,	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  presentation	
  or	
  to	
  make	
  some	
  
proposals.	
  A	
  representative	
  of	
  the	
  Bar	
  Library	
  was	
  one	
  
of	
  the	
  participants	
  and	
  she	
  has	
  made	
  sound	
  proposals.	
  	
  

What	
  are	
  the	
  achieved	
  results?	
  
We	
  drew	
  attention	
  of	
  the	
  public	
  to	
  willingness	
  of	
  
the	
  law-­‐makers	
  to	
  improve	
  conditions	
  of	
  the	
  rural	
  
libraries.	
  	
  
During	
  the	
  Parliamentary	
  committee	
  hearings	
  on	
  
culture	
  and	
  spirituality,	
  a	
  resolution	
  has	
  been	
  
adopted	
  to	
  draft,	
  and	
  to	
  submit	
  to	
  the	
  Parliament	
  in	
  
2011-­‐2012,	
  the	
  laws	
  on	
  operation	
  and	
  development	
  
of	
  the	
  public	
  libraries	
  in	
  Ukraine.	
  Also,	
  the	
  
recommendations	
  for	
  the	
  Cabinet	
  of	
  Ministers	
  of	
  
Ukraine,	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Culture	
  of	
  Ukraine,	
  State	
  
Agency	
  for	
  Science,	
  Information	
  and	
  Innovations,	
  
Council	
  of	
  Ministers	
  of	
  the	
  Autonomous	
  Republic	
  of	
  
Crimea,	
  regional,	
  Kyiv	
  and	
  Sevastopol	
  city	
  state	
  
administrations,	
  and	
  local	
  self-­‐governmental	
  bodies	
  
have	
  been	
  developed.	
  	
  

As	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  hearing,	
  the	
  Committee	
  has	
  approved	
  
a	
  resolution	
  with	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  recommendations	
  to	
  the	
  
Parliamentary	
  Committee	
  on	
  Culture	
  and	
  Spirituality,	
  
Cabinet	
  of	
  Ministers	
  of	
  Ukraine,	
  Ministry	
  of	
  Culture	
  of	
  
Ukraine,	
  local	
  self-­‐governmental	
  bodies.	
  This	
  document	
  
is	
  placed	
  at	
  the	
  web-­‐site:	
  
http://kompkd.rada.gov.ua/kompkd/control/uk/publish
/article?art_id=45280&cat_id=45190	
  	
  

What	
  would	
  you	
  advise	
  for	
  further	
  development	
  of	
  inter-­‐sectoral	
  cooperation?	
  
We	
  believe	
  that	
  the	
  site	
  of	
  the	
  Parliament	
  of	
  
Ukraine	
  and	
  its	
  Committees	
  is	
  user-­‐friendly.	
  A	
  lot	
  of	
  
information	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  there.	
  The	
  
announcements	
  of	
  various	
  events	
  are	
  published	
  
there.	
  That	
  is	
  why	
  the	
  parties	
  concerned	
  should	
  
follow	
  this	
  site,	
  establish	
  cooperation	
  with	
  the	
  

To	
  build	
  up	
  the	
  civil	
  society	
  in	
  Ukraine,	
  to	
  increase	
  
efficiency	
  of	
  cooperation	
  between	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  the	
  
public	
  agencies,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  ensure	
  participation	
  
of	
  the	
  public	
  in	
  the	
  law-­‐making	
  process.	
  I	
  strongly	
  
believe	
  that	
  the	
  NGOs	
  need	
  to	
  continuously	
  build	
  up	
  
their	
  professional	
  capacities	
  to	
  cooperate	
  with	
  the	
  



relevant	
  Committees	
  and	
  make	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
  make	
  
short	
  but	
  comprehensive	
  presentation	
  of	
  their	
  
ideas.	
  	
  

public	
  agencies,	
  to	
  take	
  part	
  not	
  only	
  in	
  various	
  events	
  
but	
  also	
  in	
  drafting	
  of	
  the	
  laws.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  


