
 
  

 USAID DCHA1 ENVIRONMENTAL THRESHOLD DECISION 

USAID/DCHA Grant Activities 

Sponsoring U.S. Organization: ACDI/VOCA 
Program Name/Award Number: Sustainable Nutrition and Agriculture Promotion (SNAP) Program AID-
FFP-A-00-10-00014 
Host Country/Region: Sierra Leone 
Life of Grant: FY10-FY14  
Amount of Federal Grant: $46,333,271 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION 
RECOMMENDED: 

(Place X where applicable) 

Categorical Exclusion:        X Negative Determination w/ Conditions: X 

Positive Determination:       

 

Deferral: 

Bureau Environmental Threshold 
Decision (ETD): 

Approved w/ conditions and no response or 
revisions are required  
 

 
This Environmental Threshold Decision (ETD) is to inform ACDI/VOCA that the subject Initial 
Environmental Examination (IEE) has received approval w/ conditions, but no response or revisions are 
required, by the DCHA Bureau Environmental Officer (BEO). 
 

Conditions for IEE deficiencies:  

Condition 1: ACDI/VOCA will ensure all necessary protective measures are being used by fumigation 

service providers, following international standards and best practices achieved by ACDI/VOCA 

regionally (e.g., Title II program in Burkina Faso).  

 

Condition 2: USAID environmental compliance procedure 22 CFR 216.2(c)(2) cites “programs of 

maternal or child feeding conducted under Title II PL 480” as a class of action subject to a Categorical 

Exclusion classification. However, while this distribution of Title II commodity does not have a direct 

environmental impact, this activity may likely have indirect impacts that should be considered by 

ACDI/VOCA.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Detailed Description of Issues: 
Issue 1. Ensure the safety in the use of fumigation pesticides.  
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Discussion: Please note that USAID has now completed the development of the Programmatic 

Environmental Assessment (PEA) for the fumigation of food aid commodity for Title II programs. The 

PEA is undergoing USAID internal review.The Fumigation PEA will 1) bring the Title II program into 

overall compliance under USAID’s environmental regulations (22 CFR 216); 2) identify potential adverse 

human health risk and environmental impacts; 3) develop mitigation measures and guidance that will 

lead to safer fumigation procedures, thus safeguarding food aid quality and human health while 

reducing environmental impact. 

 

Condition 1: ACDI/VOCA must ensure international standards and best practices are followed by 
fumigation service providers.  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Issue 2. Consider the environment during direct distribution.  

 

Discussion: Direct distribution can have indirect impacts on the environment. For example, in 

communities relying on biomass for energy, a Maternal and Child Health/Nutrition food security 

program assisting 70,000 beneficiaries has an indirect impact of using 30,000 MT of fuel wood per year 

to prepare commodity. This estimate is based upon a conservative fuel wood consumption rate of 1 kg 

of fuelwood per person per day.  

 

Condition 2: In response to both rising fuel costs and natural resource degradation, it is important that 

ACDI/VOCA considers the 1) role that food basket items (particularly their type and age) play in 

affecting fuel requirements and natural energy resource; 2) promotion of efficient fuel use (i.e., using 

lids, etc.) and/or fuel-efficient cooking devices, and 3) potential social impacts, such as competition, 

inequitable distribution, or conflict over scarce energy resources when doing direct distribution.  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BEO Updates: 
 

GEMS Support Contract: The BEO is pleased to announce the Global Environmental Management 
Support (GEMS) contract providing institutional capacity support to the BEO for DCHA, as well as for 
other Bureaus and Missions in USAID. GEMS, through funding by FFP will be utilized by FFP to 1) 
facilitate improved oversight and review of environmental management in FFP programs, 2) provide 
technical assistance and develop operational guidances in environmental budgeting and M&E, 3) 
develop a Programmatic Environmental Assessment for the use of the pesticide Aluminum Phosphide in 
the protection of food aid commodity, 4) offer environmental compliance training for Title II 
implementing partner field programs (e.g, Ethiopia, November 2012). 



 
 

 
 
Annual Reporting Requirements: As part of the reporting requirements by the DCHA BEO, an 
Environmental Status Report (ESR) must be submitted for the FY13 activities with the Annual Pipeline 
Resource Estimate Proposal (PREP), and each year after for the preceding activity year. The ESR reports 
on the status of compliance for the IEE conditions. At a minimum, the partner must review their 
program IEE and determine if the activities and conditions within the IEE still reflect their program’s 
status. A copy of the EMMP must also be included. The BEO expects to receive relevant reports on 
related environmental performance issues, (e.g., relevant environmental indicators, monitoring visits, 
trainings provided and budget allocated). Implementing partners are encouraged to maintain high 
standards for Section B2 of the ESR, i.e., the status of meeting the IEE mitigation conditions, to meet 
USAID requirements. Annual data populating the EMMP for reporting on the effectiveness of mitigation 
measures over the course of the implementation year can be supplemented by compressed photos, 
quantitative indicator data, and/or succinct narratives.  
 

Note: The EMMP format has changed since ACDI/VOCA’s last submission. The latest format can be 
found at: http://transition.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/ffp/prog2010.html. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

END: Environmental Threshold Decision (ETD) from the DCHA Bureau Environmental Officer (BEO) 
 

This Environmental Threshold Decision (ETD) is an official communication from the DCHA Bureau 
Environmental Officer (BEO) outlining the actions required of the FFP grantee to ensure the subject 
program’s compliance with the environmental regulatory requirements under 22 CFR 216. 

 

                                                           
1
 The Bureau for Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian Assistance (DCHA), which houses the ASHA and FFP offices of USAID. 

http://transition.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/ffp/prog2010.html
http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/environment/compliance/officers.html#beo
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