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1. Summary of Activities 

 
The USETI Legacy Alliance is a Cooperative Agreement under the Global Development Alliance funded 
by the U.S. Agency for International Development.  American Councils is the Cooperating Partner, 
together with USAID and 13 other founding partners.  The Agreement will build on the accomplishments 
of previous assistance, in order to: build a sustainable, strengthened Ukrainian Center for Educational 
Quality Assessment (UCEQA) capable of independently and transparently developing and implementing 
secure tests that meet international standards; secure a legislative basis for testing and higher education 
admission, and an institutionalized partnership between business, higher education, and policymakers; 
transform public support for testing into a proactive, contemporary public expectation; and assist in the 
development of a basic, high-quality test-preparation industry driven by informed consumer demand. 
 
Throughout Quarter 2 of project implementation, project activities centered on conducting a High Level 
Round Table, providing support to UCEQA in test construction and item bank development, supporting 
2010 external testing administration and monitoring thereof, preparation for the launch of the “Konkurs”  
web-based admission system, as well as addressing other issues. 
 
1.1. Significant Events 
 
National Poll on External Testing.  On April 7, Democratic Initiatives Foundation presented the 
National Poll on external testing at the Press Conference at Ukrinform Information Agency. 
 
Per poll results, 41% of the respondents think that external testing is a more transparent admission tool 
than internal HEI exams (32%).  This is especially true for parents and relatives of 2008 and 2009 test 
takers – 52% of them think that external testing is better than internal HEI exams (25%).  Fifty percent 
(50%) of respondents agree that external testing assures equal access to higher education (25% – not).  
Thirty-eight percent (38%) of respondents think that abolishment of external testing would increase 
corruption while 13% disagree and 48% of respondents have no opinion on the matter. 
 
The National Poll was conducted with the support of USETI Alliance Partner International Renaissance 
Foundation as part of its education support programming. 
 
Key textbook for UCEQA specialists delivered. Four copies of the standard-setting testing 
fundamentals textbook by Linda Crocker and James Algina “Introduction to Classical and Modern Test 
Theory” translated into Russian have been provided by the American Councils  Moscow office to be used 
for UCEQA trainings. 
 
Public monitoring of 2010 external testing.  From June 2 through June 23 the NGO coalition for the 
2010 External Testing and HEIs Admission Monitoring Campaigns (Civic Network “OPORA” and the 
Committee of Voters of Ukraine) conducted monitoring of external testing administration. 
 
The Coalition monitored 1624 test sites (2 civic observers at each test site).  Civic Network OPORA 
conducted monitoring of external testing in 17 regions of Ukraine, while CVU – in eight regions of 
Ukraine.  Coverage varied at 26 - 50% of test sites depending on the subject tested. 
 
During the external testing monitoring, OPORA/CVU representatives monitored:  

- All procedures at the test site – from preparation to actual testing;  
- How sites organized the day of testing;  
- The preparation and writing of appeals based on external testing procedural violations. 

 
Analytical Report on Ability Test Development.  At the end of June, the Ability Test Work Group 
developed the Analytical Report on its work during the first year of pedagogical experiment.  Due to the 
MOES decision in October 2009, the Work Group developed an ability test consisting of communicative 
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and mathematical parts.  The Ability test was approbated in five regions – Donetsk, Kyiv, Lviv, Kharkiv 
oblasts and AR Crimea with 2010 test takers (first-year students and rural/urban school graduates). 
 
The results of the first-year pedagogical experiment of the Ability Test development will be delivered to 
MOES and UCEQA. 
 
Before MOES makes a decision on the necessity of Ability test implementation in Ukraine, the Work 
Group will pilot it with HEI students in 2010-2011 and on the national level in 2011-2012 (it will be 
voluntary in addition to the usual UCEQA subject tests in 2011-2012). 
 
The development of the Ability Test concept and its implementation were supported by USETI within 
MCC TCP with advisory follow-on by USETI Alliance during January-March 2010. 
 
Area 1: Reinforcing and Building UCEQA's Test Development and Operational Capacity 
 
Technical Assistance (TA) delivered – Support for scoring, scaling and reporting of scores.  On June 
14-18, USETI Alliance consultants worked with UCEQA specialists on data analysis including the 
scaling of parallel forms and the reporting of the current 2010 testing scores.  In particular, Dr. Zabulionis 
was assisting UCEQA specialists in data analysis including the scaling of parallel forms and the reporting 
of the current 2010 testing scores; discussing and advising on the general Testing Policy taking into 
account decisions of the new administration of the Ministry of Education and Science. 
 
Technical Assistance (TA) delivered – Expand support for item writing and test development to 
enhance test quality. On May 27-28, USETI Alliance consultants worked with UCEQA Research & 
Development Department to discuss contemporary test development, analysis, and reporting issues.  
 
On May 26, USETI Alliance consultants participated in the “Educational Measurements in Informational 
Society” International Conference which was held by the USETI Alliance partner – the “Educational 
Measurement Adapted to EU Standards” EU TEMPUS Project coordinated by the Mälardalen University, 
Sweden.  At the Conference Dr. Zelman gave the presentation on “21st Century Skills & Assessment in 
Global Economy.” 
 
Technical Assistance (TA) delivered – Support UCEQA item and test development training and 
planning for ongoing learning.  On May 17-24, 2010 USETI Alliance consultants worked with the 
UCEQA Item Bank Department and Content Department on item and test development theories. 
 
During the visit, consultants conducted training for the Item Bank staff of UCEQA on the following 
topics: 

- Test purpose/test objective; 
- Test development process; 
- Test specifications; 
- Item types. 

 
On May 19, consultants held a workshop on the introduction to main test theories (classical theory).   
In addition, they had a joint meeting with UCEQA Item Bank team and methodologists to discuss an 
electronic Item Bank functions (FastTest). 
 
Area 2: Securing the Legislative Basis for Testing and HEI Admissions, and Institutionalizing 
Partnership Between Business and Education 
 
Support for “Konkurs” admissions management system.  During the reporting period USETI Alliance 
participated in the preparation of the “Konkurs” web-based, admission system for the beginning of the 
2010 admission campaign.  Thus, on June 9, 2010 MOES held a meeting with HEI data operators and 
managers responsible for providing data for the “Konkurs” admissions system.  About 400 HEI 
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representatives participated in the meeting where representatives of MOES, USETI Alliance, and 
UCEQA had the opportunity to present the Konkurs system. 
 
During the period of June 17 through 23, the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine conducted 
regular meetings with Secretaries of the HEI admission committees on the specifics of the admission 
campaign (June 16 – Kyiv, June 17 – Kharkiv and Donetsk, June 22 – Odesa, June 22 – Lviv).  
Representatives of USETI Alliance and Center for Educational Policy participated in the meetings 
informing HEIs on the status of “Konkurs” web-based admission system (htpp://vstup.info). 
 
Conference “Modernization and Systematization of Educational Legislation in Ukraine”  On May 
27-28, 2010, the “Modernization and Systematization of Educational Legislation in Ukraine” conference 
was held at Kyiv-Mohyla National University.  The aim of the conference was to discuss the key modern 
challenges as well as to work out practical recommendations for reforming of Ukrainian educational 
legislation.  The  conference was the result of USETI Alliance and its partners’ efforts, in particular its 
coordinator, Kyiv-Mohyla National University and International Renaissance Foundation, as well as the 
Verkhovna Rada Committee on Science and Education, NGO “Election Law Institute,” and the 
Constitutional Law Association. 
 
Legal support for 2010 admission campaign.  On April 11, USETI Alliance participated in the creation 
of the working group to include professional legal counsel and provide legal advice on the 2010 HEI 
admissions procedures.  Beginning in July 2010, this working group, including USETI Alliance, 
representatives of “Institute of Election Law” NGO, and “Moor & Krosondovych” law firm, undertook an 
analysis of MOES/COM regulations on admission campaign, conducted round tables on legal regulations 
of admission campaign, and developed recommendations on the legal protection of the rights of HEI 
entrants. 
 
Round Table “The Road to Developing the Admissions Process to Higher Educational Institutions” 
On April 20, USETI Legacy Alliance with the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine and the 
Testing Technologies Center held a Round Table with key Ukrainian education policy makers and 
administrators. 
 
Ukraine’s first ever comprehensive testing validity study – analyzing the 2008 and 2009 external testing 
results and high school grades as predictors of the first year university academic performance – was 
presented and the results discussed. 
 
Also, the event focused on the achievements in reforming the admissions process to higher educational 
institutions in Ukraine under the MCC-TCP era USETI Project as a means of introducing the new MOES 
leadership to the specific achievements of the Project.  The Round Table included discussions on how to 
improve the use of the results of external standardized testing in the admissions process and on improving 
the online “Konkurs” admissions management system. 
 
Area 3: Transforming Public Support for Testing into a Proactive Contemporary Public 
Expectation 
 
The first USETI Alliance semi-annual Partners Meeting.  On May 31, 2010, the first constituent 
meeting of a new international initiative was held at the office of American Councils for International 
Education (ACTR/ACCELS) in Kyiv.  The initiative is aimed at implementing external independent 
testing in Ukraine and is called USETI Alliance. 
 
At the meeting, USETI Alliance partners discussed the major tasks to be planned for USETI Alliance. 
 
Media Monitoring  During the reporting period, 4,553 articles, covering external testing, appeared in 
Ukrainian print and broadcast media (1187 in April, and 794 in May; the highest number of publications, 
compared to any previous media monitoring period by USETI, appeared in June – 2,572). 
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