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Assistance to Lao BTA Compliance and WTO Accession (the Laos BTA/WTO Project) is an 
ADVANCE project. The ADVANCE projects are the primary means by which the U.S. government and 
the people of the United States support the people and governments of ASEAN to promote a democratic, 
prosperous, secure and integrated region. ADVANCE provides world-class training and technical 
support for the development of a democratic, prosperous, and secure Southeast Asia while promoting 
greater cooperation and understanding between the people of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
and the United States.  

To help achieve the goals spelled out in its Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction Strategy the 
Government of the Lao Peoples Democratic Republic is acceding to the World Trade Organization, 
implementing the Lao-U.S. Bilateral Trade Agreement, and, along with the other ASEAN Member 
States, establishing the ASEAN Economic Community by 2015. Because these three paths – multilateral 
bilateral, and regional – have a common core of commitments, Laos’ WTO, BTA, and AEC work 
programs overlap substantially and the Laos BTA/WTO Accession Project is able to deliver one 
technical assistance package to help Laos achieve progress in all three. In so doing it supports the 
Government of Laos to enhance its economic engagement with the United States and the world, as well 
as to fully integrate with the rest of ASEAN. 
 
CURRENT STATUS OF ALL ACTIVITIES AND PROGRESS 

In the fourth quarter of 2009, the Laos BTA/WTO Project finalized and submitted the GATS Enquiry 
Point briefing paper; developed five Lao Export Manuals; re-hired Ms. Chanthala Koukeomanivong as 
Project Analyst; and prepared for the January 2010 arrival of the new Resident Project Advisor, Mr. 
Steve Parker. 
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Project highlights for the fourth quarter, October 2009 – December 2009, include: 

Submitted the final version of the GATS Enquiry Point briefing paper.  The project submitted the 
final version of the WTO Accession Services Obligation: Establishing a GATS Enquiry Point to the 
MOIC and received their approval for it.  The project will also provide the MOIC the Lao translation of 
the briefing note in the first quarter of 2010. 

Developed Five US Market Export Manuals.  Last quarter, the project initiated work on five manuals 
that described how to export products from five priority Lao sectors, which included agricultural 
products, textiles and garments, silk products, handicrafts, and wood based products.  This quarter, the 
project worked closely with our Lao counterparts to address their comments in all five drafts of the 
manuals.  The project is waiting to receive final specific comments from our Lao colleagues on the silk, 
agriculture and wood manuals. Thereafter, the project will finalize, translate and distribute the five 
manuals to the relevant Lao sectors.   

Re-hired the local Project Analyst.  Project Analyst, Ms. Chanthala Koukeomanivong, continued to 
liaise with FTPD officers and project staff in implementation of all activities.  Among several activities, 
she furthered the development of the FTPD website, coordinated the server training for select FTPD 
staff, and served as liaison regarding the Lao comments on the GATS Enquiry Point briefing note.  Upon 
receiving the contract modification and approval from our Lao counterparts, the project re-hired Ms. 
Chanthala to continue working with the FTPD and Nathan project staff to implement activities through 
the first quarter of 2010.   

Prepared for Resident Project Advisor Arrival.  Upon receiving modification to the contract in mid-
December, the project began preparations for the January 2010 arrival of Mr. Steve Parker, the project’s 
new Resident Project Advisor.  Project staff set up an intense orientation schedule in early January 2010 
to familiarize Mr. Parker with project activities, counterparts, and stakeholders so that Mr. Parker and 
the outgoing Project Director, Ms. Lojewski, could quickly implement activities in January 2010.   

 
OTHER WORK PLAN ACTIVITIES 

Last quarter, the project initiated conversations with the FTPD and with the trainers of the project’s 
previous fact sheet writing workshop to see if another workshop could be scheduled before December 
18, 2009.  We had viewed an additional fact sheet training as something to be done only if time and 
budget allowed.  However, due to scheduling difficulties during the SEA Games, the project was 
requested to not implement this optional activity during this time period.   
 
OTHER ISSUES 

There are no other issues to report at this time. 


