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I. World Learning/DC Updates 

 
 

 
   Washington, D.C. 

 
Group/Participant Arrivals: April-September 2006 
 

Country Number of Groups Number of Visitors 
Armenia 5 48 
Azerbaijan 3 30 
Belarus 3 30 
Georgia 1 10 
Kazakhstan 3 29 
Kyrgyzstan 3 27 
Moldova 4 39 
Russia 15 148 
Tajikistan 3 30 
Turkmenistan 2 19 
Ukraine 10 90 
Uzbekistan 2 14 
Total 55 514 

 
 
Program Highlights: 
As indicated in the charts above, World Learning/DC successfully procured, monitored 
and evaluated a record number of programs during this period.  Over 165 hosting 
organizations (an average of 3 hosting organizations per program) were contacted to bid 
on 55 programs for 514 visitors.    
 
Deliverables: 
World Learning submitted the revised CC Operations Manuals Volumes I and II to 
USAID/EGAT on April 28, 2006. 
 
World Learning submitted the Semi-Annual CC Report for the period October 2005-
March 2006 on April 28, 2006. 
 
World Learning submitted a response to EGAT’s Monitoring Report on June 6, 2006. 
 
World Learning submitted proposed recommendations for 2007 procurement process on 
June 21, 2006.  USAID/EGAT approved the procurement process on August 9, 2006 
after requested modifications were made.  
 

World Learning Semi-Annual Report  
April-September 2006  
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On August 18, 2006, World Learning posted the 2007 Stage I Community Connections 
RFP. On September 29, 2006 World Learning received 51 proposals in response to the 
RFP.  
 
Meetings, Conferences, and Presentations: 
Colin Davies, Project Director and Dorothea Antonio, Resources Manager, attended the 
Annual NAFSA Conference in Montreal, Canada from May 21-26, 2006.  Colin 
presented at a session entitled "Bringing International Perspectives into Communities:  
Community and Campus Connections that Work".  Colin and Dorothea talked with over 
30 institutions about the Community Connections program. 
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Saving Measures 
DC program staff negotiated with Hosting Organizations to realize a savings of $260,017   
in program costs. 
 
Washington DC Staffing Update:  
Nadine Asef-Sargent resigned effective July 7, 2006. 
Tamar Mikadze was hired to replace Nadine on July 10, 2006.   
Kirsten Collins is on maternity leave from September 1, 2006-January 5, 2007.   
Nadine Asef-Sargent returned to World Learning on a temporary basis on September 1 to 
fill in for Kirsten. 
 
Hosting Organization Outreach: 
World Learning has made a concerted effort to expand the Community Connections 
resources database.  In addition to our regular outreach efforts conducted by telephone, 
email and visitor meetings, World Learning attended both the NCIV conference and the 
NAFSA conference where we had the opportunity to talk at length with many new 
potential hosting organizations.   
 
Over the past 6 months, World Learning has mentored several organizations that have 
experience conducting traditional participant training programs as well as those 
organizations that were unsuccessful last year in Stage 1 pre-qualification. In addition, at 
the NAFSA conference we spoke one-on-one with representatives from over 30 
institutions.  As a result of World Learning’s proactive outreach, the following 
organizations (re)-bid in the 2007 Stage 1 Procurement: 
  
Appalachian State University 
Denver International Program 
Global Education Services – Seattle, WA  
International Hosting, Salt Lake City 
IRIS, Ames Iowa – Ames, IA 
Legacy International – Bedford, VA 
Project Harmony – Waitsfield, VT (for non-PH recruiting countries) 
Russian American Rule of Law Consortium, VT 
West Virginia Council of International Programs 
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Valbin Corporation – Washington, DC 
World Learning also contacted the following organizations that participated in CC at 
some point under ECA between 2002-2004, but did not bid last year:   
 
Bryant College - Smithfield, RI 
San Francisco State – San Francisco, CA 
California State University/Fresno – Fresno, CA 
South Carolina World Trade Center – Columbia, SC 
California State University/Hayward – Hayward, CA 
Cincinnati Sister Cities – Cincinnati, OH 
American Russian Center – Anchorage, AK 
University of Alaska – Anchorage, AK 
Southeastern CC - Whiteville, NC 
Freeport Area IVC – Freeport, IL 
Fitchburg State College - Fitchburg State, MA 
Kettering University – Flint, MI 
Southeastern Maine Technical College – Portland, ME 
Pittsburgh CIV – Pittsburgh, PA 
 
During its outreach World Learning has learned that while some organizations are 
interested in conducting the training aspects of a Community Connections program, only 
a few expressed interest in developing the home-stay component - what we consider the 
hallmark of Community Connections.  For example, the following institutions, all of 
which have had significant experience working with USAID students, have said they do 
not have the capacity to manage extended (i.e. several weeks) home stays (although they 
occasionally arrange weekend stays with families for in-coming international students): 
 
University of Wyoming – Laramie, WY 
University of South Florida – Tampa, FL 
New Mexico State University – La Cruces, NM 
Foothill Community College – Los Altos Hills, CA 
University of Rochester – Rochester, NY 
University of California/Berkeley – Berkeley, CA 
Bluegrass Community College – Lexington, KY 
Texas A&M – College Station, TX 
Indiana University, Bloomington – Bloomington, IN 
University of Texas at Austin – Austin, TX 
University of Utah – Salt Lake City, UT 
Ohio State University – Columbus, OH 
Colorado State University – Denver, CO 
Montana State University – Bozeman, MT 
Michigan State University – East Lansing, MI 
University of Miami – Miami, FL 
New York University – New York, NY 
Stanford University – Palo Alto, CA 
University of Maryland - College Park, MD 
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Tulane University – New Orleans, LA 
Tufts University – Medford, MA 
Xavier University – Cincinnati, OH 
Minnesota State University – Mankato, MN 
 
Additionally, the Resource Center coordinated visits to the FORECAST/CC office with 
the following institutions listed below.  The substantive meetings focused on, proposal 
writing guidance, and issues of procurement for Community Connections.  Meetings 
were conducted with the following organizations:    
  
World Services of LaCrosse   
Adizes Institute 
International Health Programs 
Utah Sister Cities International  
Delaware Technical and Community College  
University of California, Santa Cruz  
University of Minnesota, Duluth  
Mankato State University 
Arizona State University  
Duquesne University  
University of Central Florida  
California State Polytechnic University/Pomona  
NOVA Community College  
Metro International  
University of Wyoming  
University of South Florida  
New Mexico State University  
Foothill Community College  
University of Rochester  
University of California/Berkeley  
Bluegrass Community College  

 

 

II. Program Highlights  
 
While CSED, Project Harmony, and American Councils worked with their respective 
USAID missions to determine specific program objectives and conduct a thorough 
recruitment and selection of CC visitors, World Learning/DC conducted extensive 
procurement to select the most appropriate hosting organizations to meet specific 
objectives for each program.   
 
Recruitment and selection procedures include intensive outreach, interviewing, testing, 
collection of participant data, international travel arrangements, visa  processing, and pre-
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departure orientation including SWOT analysis for all groups.  World Learning selected 
the most appropriate hosting organizations based on a competitive bidding process of 
soliciting 3 proposals for each program.  World Learning ranked and recommended the 
hosting organizations best able to meet overall program objectives through proposed 
training sessions, site visits, internships, home-stay placements, and effective action 
planning sessions.  A sampling of programs awarded for each country is as follows: 
 
CENTER FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CSED)  
 
Moldova 

 
 
Social Assistance Infrastructure for Victims of Domestic Violence: 4/26-5/17/2006 
World Services of La Crosse, Wisconsin hosted representatives from the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection, social assistance specialists and leaders of NGOs involved 
in providing social assistance to victims of domestic violence.  The visitors learned best 
practices in social assistance infrastructure for victims of domestic violence and how to 
develop mechanisms for collaboration between institutions involved in meeting the social 
and psychological needs of the victims.   
 
Economic Reporting: 6/21-7/11/2006 
Heartland International, Illinois hosted print and broadcast reporters and editors that 
focused on the role of free and independent media in encouraging transparency, 
demanding accountability, fighting corruption, and creating a stable and healthy 
economy.   
 
Providing Information to the Public; A Government Responsibility: 7/12-8/2/2006: 
Cleveland Council on World Affairs, Ohio hosted professionals working in the field of 
public information, representing both local and national authorities and other public 
institutions. Visitors gained tools and strategies for informing the public of critical issues, 
including those related to health, education, pensions, and social assistance.  
 
Mikhail Formuzal said he knew a lot about US but learned more. The program enabled him to look at the 
problems Moldova has from a different angle. He would like to see the same spirit of volunteerism in 
Moldova. 
 
 
Combating Corruption in the Judiciary: 9/6-9/27/2006: 
Connect US-Russia hosted lawyers and prosecutors who traveled to Minneapolis, 
Minnesota to learn how to prevent or combat corruption and promote transparency in the 
judiciary.  
 
PROJECT HARMONY 
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Armenia: 

 
 
Aviation Officials Training 4/25-5/16/2006: 
Cambridge-Yerevan Sister Cities Association (CYSCA) hosted a group of employees 
of Armenia International Airports CJSC, Shirak Airport, and Armavia Airline. Visitors 
learned problem solving skills by developing rapid response and troubleshooting 
techniques; observed different services cart service, food service; how to improved 
operation of ground- handling services, check-in services, passenger boarding, and 
escorting of disabled passengers.  
 
Visitor Varduhi Harutyunyan said it “was like a dream” to come to the US.  She learned a lot everywhere.  
She loved and will miss her American host family.  She enjoyed the visit to Cambridge City Hall, where 
they even got a key to the city!  The group was impressed by people’s devotion to work/their attitude 
toward their work.  They learned that the people that fly in the airplanes are not just passengers, but 
customers. 
 
Environment 7/7-7/28/2006:  
Cambridge-Yerevan Sister City Association of Massachusetts hosted Armenian 
Environmentalists who learned about mobilizing resources to fund reforestation, how 
legislation can contribute to preserving protected areas, water conservation and the 
preservation of parks and recreation areas. 
 
Local Government Administration 8/24-9/14/2006: 
The Center for International Understanding in Bluefield West Virginia gave local 
government officials with an understanding of local government administration by 
observing public works facilities of three different towns to compare the capacities of 
these towns to deliver solid waste and recycling capabilities. 
 
Special Education Reform 9/19-10/10/2006: 
Colleagues International in Kalamazoo, Michigan enabled Armenian educators to 
observe academic instruction, self-care, job skills, and parent training programs for the 
severely mentally ill and students with autism.  
 
Public Relations for Political Parties 9/5-9/26/06:  
International House of Metrolina, North Carolina afforded political party leaders the 
opportunity to observe various channels of public relations for political parties available 
in the United States.  

 
Azerbaijan 
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Injury Prevention 4/19-5/10/2006: 
Representatives from the Azerbaijan Ministry of Health, District Health Departments, 
Emergency Medicine Services, and Emergency First Responders were hosted by the 
International Visitors Center of Detroit, Michigan where they learned key elements of 
planning and executing a health promotion campaign in injury prevention. Visiting the 
local fire departments where they simulated the safety issues taught in schools, visiting a 
local EMS Unit where they received a demonstration of equipment and medical 
procedures used on emergency calls; and seeing the largest Trauma Unit in the U.S. 
where they could see the trauma rooms and equipment were the highlights of this 
program. 
 
The group could not speak more highly of their host families’ attentiveness and cordiality.  Some of them 
even remarked that their “host families opened their houses and hearts and made them feel like family.”  
Combined with group’s outings, the experience America aspect of their visit was a highlight.   
 
Handicrafts Production and Marketing 8/3-8/24/2006: 
10 handicraft artisans went to Kansas City, MO where the International Visitors 
Council of Greater Kansas City provided an excellent opportunity for the visitors to 
meet with guilds, cultural expositions, artists’ coalitions and suppliers, and public-private 
partnerships that support artisans.   
 
Improving Educational Environment 9/13-10/4/2006: 
Mississippi Consortium for International Development introduced teachers and 
secondary school administrators to techniques for influencing educational policy. Visitors 
were given a unique volunteer opportunity at an organization offering multiple services, 
from noon meal, to shelter, clothing, counseling or children’s programs. 
 
Georgia  
 

 
Information Technology Development 8/3-8/24/2006:   
International Affairs Council of Research Triangle, North Carolina enabled 
representatives of private companies and government workers to see how to further 
democratic values and promote economic prosperity by expanding the IT sector. They 
learned how public-private partnerships could stimulate IT and Internet use, create new 
technologies, and ensure greater citizen participation in the democratic process.  
 
Russia:  
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NGO Development and Coalition Building 4/25-5/16/2006 
The Iowa Council for International Understanding hosted visitors from NGOs, 
charitable organizations and associations who learned about the various aspects of NGO 
management in the U.S., including the regulation of NGOs, the internal operations of 
NGOs as well as outreach and coalition building, fundraising and volunteer involvement.  
The visitors volunteered for a public service project that works to rehabilitate the homes 
of low-income elderly, disabled and families with children.  
 
Social Assistance and Poverty Reduction 4/25-5/16/2006 
WSOS/Great Lakes Consortium, in Toledo Ohio hosted an all female group of social 
service NGO directors, Oblast Division Heads, and a journalist. WSOS provided visitors 
the opportunity to learn modern American practices in social service delivery and poverty 
alleviation. The visitors learned how the government can help organize social services, 
how foster families are supported by the government and the Boards of Education and 
more about working with youth and managing volunteers. 
  
Visitor Lyubov Akulova said she felt like she won a million dollars!  This was a great opportunity to learn 
about the U.S. and the visit was very informative.  All the meetings were organized well and on time, 
including individual meetings.  The information on organizing child and family services was especially 
useful for her.  Also, the meeting on providing services to disabled people.  She said that the group became 
a team that will work together when they return home. 
 
Civic Engagement, Policy Issues and Public Outreach 4/25-5/16/2006 
International Affairs Council of Research Triangle, North Carolina, hosted a  
Group of business people, government administrators, a professor and a newspaper 
correspondent to learn about the American political process; including voter outreach, 
lobbying for reform, accountability, transparency, and fundraising activities. The timing 
of the Russian delegation’s visit coincided with North Carolina’s primary elections in 
early May, which allowed the visitors to gain firsthand experience with the American 
system of democratic elections.  
 
Women’s Rights 5/16-6/6/2006 
NGO directors, professors, psychologists, judges and ministry officials from the 
Department of Children and Family Affairs were hosted by The World Affairs Council 
of Kentucky.  They learned about the American system of fighting domestic violence, 
from different perspectives including that of NGOs and social service organizations, law 
enforcement and the court system.   
  
Rights of the Disabled 6/6-6/27/2006  
The International Visitors Council of Los Angeles (IVCLA) hosted a NGOs 
representatives working with the disabled and for disability rights, teachers, and a doctor.  
Site visits allowed visitors to see how different places accommodate the disabled, from 
public schools to restaurants to transportation systems.   
 
The visitors were extremely pleased with the entire program, which they said was perfectly organized.  The 
program fully answered all their goals – they learned about the rights of the disabled, on many levels.  
They were very impressed by everything they saw, and felt that the most “amazing thing” was to see the 
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real integration of the disabled in U.S. society.  They stated that there is no difference in treatment between 
the disabled and “healthy” people in U.S. society.   
 
Community Restructuring and Successful Adjustment to Military-Industrial 
Complex Downsizing 6/6/-6/27/2006: 
International Hosting of West Jordan, Utah hosted visitors responsible for local 
economic development and public relations related to the closure or impending closure of 
military facilities – largely chemical weapons facilities.  Visitors learned how to attract 
inward investment, create civil and private sector jobs, small business development, and 
personnel re-training.   
 
Community Involvement in Health Promotion 6/6-6/27/2006  
A group made up of physicians, ministry officials, and NGO leaders traveled to Institute 
for Training and Development, in Amherst, Massachusetts to observe American 
community-based health care systems and examine various models of health care that 
may be adapted to the Russian environment, such as community health clinics in poorer 
communities, walk-in free clinics, and HMOs. 
 
Urban Development and Planning 7/5-7/26/2006  
The International Affairs Council of North Carolina hosted architects, local real estate 
developers, builders, and community development activists to familiarize them with the 
driving forces behind urban development in the US and provide an understanding of how 
American cities and towns are developed, planned and regulated.  
 
Corruption Awareness, Prevention, and Prosecution 8/1-8/22/2006 
International Visitors Council, Columbus Ohio allowed regional and municipal 
government officials, teachers and social workers, human rights workers, and 
representatives of law enforcement learn techniques and principles adopted in 
government and nonprofit organizations in preventing corruption.  
 
 
Ukraine:  

 
 
HIV/AIDS Combating Stigma Discrimination 7/12-8/2/2006 
The International House of Metrolina, North Carolina, designed a program to enable 
representatives of Ukrainian civil society organizations, education specialists, and health 
care providers to develop an effective response to HIV/AIDS-related stigma and 
discrimination by incorporating the best practices of the US-based organizations. The 
Ukrainian visitors met with representatives from healthcare NGOs, and prison facilities 
the Regional HIV/AIDS Consortium, and the local Metrolina AIDS Project.  
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Small Towns Clubs/After School Children’s Club Management 8/24-9/14/2006 
Tulsa Global Alliance in Oklahoma hosted a group of pre- and secondary school 
teachers and school psychologists from small towns and villages in Ukraine where they 
gained ideas on how to establish and fund activity clubs for youth in small towns and 
villages and/or how to improve existing ones.  
 
Vitalii Ostannii commented that he gained interesting ideas about establishing cooperation between his 
hometown government, NGOs and educational institutions. He plans to present amendments to the 
legislative acts to improve this cooperation. He said he liked that US organizations dealing with youth 
issues act independently. 
 
Community Neighborhood Associations 9/20-10/11/2006  
WSOS Community Action Commission in Ohio, hosted a group of representatives from 
community/neighborhood associations that examined the system of non-governmental 
organizations and other forms of local democracies in the US whose goals are to unite 
residents of communities (neighborhoods, blocks, streets) within municipalities and to 
represent their interests in local decision-making and community development.  
 
Waste Management 9/21-10/12/2006  
Cincinnati-Ukraine Partnership in Ohio enabled representatives of Odessa and 
Mykolayiv regional/local governments, environmental NGO activists, public health 
specialists and local public and private waste management service providers to develop 
an effective responses to health hazards and environmental threats posed by current waste 
management procedures in Ukraine, and to study best practices of the US-based 
organizations/institutions: 
 
Youth Advocacy 9/6-9/27/2006 
Northcentral Technical College in Wisconsin enabled educators, school psychologists, 
local government officials, and NGO trainers to learn how advocacy for the protection of 
an individual’s rights works in the U.S.   
 
AMERICAN COUNCILS  
 
Belarus: 

 
 
Financial Reporting 7/26-8/30/2006 
Accounting professionals participated in a business program hosted by Cleveland 
Council on World Affairs in Ohio.  Visitors were placed in internships with a local 
private company in their accounting departments, financial management departments, 
and in accounting consulting practices where they gained knowledge of standards in 
accounting and reporting practices from a U.S. perspective. 
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Clinical Legal Education 8/1-8/22/2006 
Broome Community College in Binghamton, New York hosted a group of professionals 
from legal clinics and universities.  Through visits to legal clinics, civil court, state 
prisons, and academic institutions, visitors were exposed to best practices in managing a 
law clinic, fostering the development of clinical methodologies, and integration of those 
methodologies into legal education.   
 
Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect  8/8-8/29/2006 
World Affairs Council of LaCrosse, Wisconsin enabled social workers, NGO directors, 
and representatives from the Ministries of Education and Labor and Social Protection to 
observe and discuss best practices of organizing social community-based services to prevent 
child abuse and neglect.   
Kazakhstan 

 
 
Youth NGOs in Kazakhstan 4/19-5/10/2006 
International and Training and Consulting (ITC) of Tucson, Arizona hosted a group 
youth NGO directors that were able to learn different forms of collaboration between 
Youth NGOs and state officials from various levels leading to joint activities for 
community development projects. The visitors gained practical skills in developing 
educational campaigns and creating volunteer networks in fields specific to youth and 
their community (at risk youth, youth information centers, Scouts, education, youth 
advocacy, students, youth initiatives support centers, etc.).   
 
Health Financing Options 8/12-9/6/2006 
CONNECT/US-RUSSIA, in Minnesota, hosted representatives from the Ministries of 
Health, Economics, and Budget Planning, as well as representatives from insurance 
companies who were exposed to practices in health care financing options in the US 
including Medicare, Medicaid, state funded programs, and private insurance. 
 
 
Kyrgyzstan 

 
 
NGO Development and the Role of Associations 5/3-5/24/2006 
Representatives from various associations participated in a program administered by 
WorldBoston, in Massachusetts to learn how associations and NGOs build workable 
charters and executive boards and learn methods of effective planning; provide insight 
into healthy lifestyle education including at the college level. 
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Religious Diversity in a Secular Society from Naryn and Issyk-Kul 8/29-9/19/2006 
The International Visitors Center of Chicago hosted a group of professionals working 
in the field of theology, representing both secular and religious authorities from Naryn 
Oblast, Kyrgyz Republic. The program introduced the visitors to a variety of institutions 
to discuss religious diversity. In addition to attending the 43rd ISNA conference in 
Chicago, they visited sites such as the Baha’i Temple, Mormon Temple, the Interfaith 
Youth Corps, the Inner City Muslim Action Network, etc. 
 
VisitorDiushembiev Rakhat said he learned how to have dialogue with people of other religions. He noted 
that when he was leaving Kyrgyz Republic many people were surprised to hear that US is home to Muslims. 
It is his goal to share his experiences with his community and tell them about the Muslims in America, 
about their lives and the freedoms they enjoy. 
 
Religious Diversity in a Secular Society from Osh 8/15-9/5/2006  
WorldBoston, in Massachusetts enabled a group young religious leaders to learn about 
religious diversity and pluralism in the United States by meeting with Muslim and non-
Muslim religious communities, with particular emphasis placed on interfaith cooperation 
The group attended the Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan DC, the American Civil 
Liberties Union and the Georgetown University Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for 
Muslin Christian Understanding and traveled to Chicago for 43rd ISNA Conference.   
 
Tajikistan 

 
 
 
Healthy Lifestyle Education 4/26-5/17/2006  
The International Center of Worcester hosted a group of NGO directors, doctors, 
nurses, health officials, and educators who gained insight into healthy lifestyle education 
by examining the impact of training and education; the role of public and private 
institutions in communicating the message; linkages between schools and their 
communities; and, a greater understanding of how NGOs and government agencies 
function and work together in designing and implementing education programs.  
  
Tourism Development 7/18-8/8/2006  
Northern Nevada International Center provided a group of civil servants, community 
leaders, managers and park rangers with insight into local environmental policy making 
and the business environment in the field of nature-based tourism. 
 
Turkmenistan 
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Youth Alternatives to Drug Use 5/31-6/21/2006  
International Affairs Council of Research Triangle, North Carolina hosted public health 
workers where they learned how to identify the social vulnerabilities and risk factors 
leading to drug involvement and its correlation to HIV/AIDS. They learned to create new 
and constructive ideas for providing alternative programming designed for youth at risk 
for drug involvement and infection. 
 
The participants said that they all objectives of the program were covered and they learned a lot. The 
program was professionally designed and the International Affairs Council of Research Triangle took very 
good care of them, was very flexible and tried to meet all their needs and expectations. 
 
 
Road Traffic Safety 9/27-10/18/2006  
Northern Nevada International Center hosted a group of public health sector officials  
responsible for developing a civic education campaign in road traffic safety. Visitors 
learned how to develop community-led programs aiming at improved population 
awareness of the issue of road traffic injuries and how to identify vulnerable groups most 
affected by this and other civic problems and better address the civic education needs in 
their communities.  
 
Uzbekistan: 

 
 
Credit Union Professional Development 6/26-7/16/2006 
Leaders of credit unions traveled to Jackson, Mississippi to learn about the credit union 
movement in the United States, its role in the financial system, and relations with the 
federal and state governments.  The Mississippi Consortium for International 
Development (MCID) enabled the visitors to observe how to properly design credit 
union products and services and how manage credit union operations 
  
Maternal Child Health 7/11-8/2/2006 
The World Trade Center Institute of Baltimore, Maryland provided opportunities for 
health officials, representatives of teaching institutions, and leaders of professional 
associations to meet with and learn from their counterparts in US, and to learn how 
healthcare providers, service agencies, and non-profit organizations collaborate to 
improve outcomes for mothers and infants in the USA. The visitors learned how 
developed nations assess health needs, develop policies, implement programs, and 
measure results. 

 
The groups said that the site visit to the American Nursing Association was very interesting. They have 
started similar institution in Uzbekistan and would like to connect these two organizations. 
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III. Success Stories 
 
 

ARMENIA 
 
Aviation Officials Program: 

 Two participants from the Aviation Officials group, Tereza Ghazaryan and Karen 
Ananyan, were recently promoted. As an employee of the Yerevan Airport was 
promoted from Security Officer to Security Supervisor.  Another employee of 
Armavia Airlines, was promoted from a Sales Executive to a Reservation 
Department Manager. 

 
 Based on her Community Connections experience, Armine Chalkadryan has 

implemented and proposed several new approaches for improving the quality of 
VIP customer services at the Yerevan Airport.  Armine is the airport VIP 
Manager.  These new approaches include: frequent customer service trainings for 
staff; proposing a specific uniform for the VIP staff that will distinguish them 
from other airport staff; and the development of a customer service questionnaire 
for customers to rate VIP services.  Armine hopes to implement all of these new 
approaches by September 2006, when a new terminal will be opened. 

 
 The President of the Aviation Officials hosting organization CYSCA (Cambridge 

Yerevan Sister City Association), Jack Medzorian, will visit Armenia in 
September.  During his visit, Mr. Medzorian plans to meet with the Aviation 
group to discuss the implementation of their Action Plans.  The group is looking 
forward to the meeting to express their gratitude, once again, for the wonderful 
program CYSCA offered and the hospitality of the host families. As the tragedy 
of Armavia plane crash occurred during the same period while the group was in 
the U.S., CYSCA collected money and sent it with the Aviation Officials group 
for the families of the crew who died in the crash. A mother of a young flight 
attendant in the crash will meet with the Mr. Medzorian to express her deep 
gratitude to their organization. 

 
Environment Program: 

 Following the US visit, Suren Yertsdyan from the environment group initiated the 
development of a database of fauna and flora species exiting in the Erebuni 
Reserve. The database will also contain the annual monitoring outcomes. The 
Erebuni management applied to the Government to allocate funds from their 
budget for maintaining the database for the upcoming year. 

 
 Mary Tamamyan from the Environment group has joined OSCE as a member of 

the Board at the Center of Environmental Awareness. As she has stated in her 
Action Plan, she has become the Executive Director of the NGO “Nature for All.” 
Together with the “Armenian Birds” NGO, they are planning to develop an 
environmental awareness-raising project for schoolchildren in Dilijan. 
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AZERBAIJAN 
 
Injury Prevention Program: 

 Community Connections alumni Dr. Rustam Talishinski, Deputy Director of 
Academic Issues at the Research Institute of Traumatology and Orthopedics and 
Ms. Ofelya Mammadova, Head of the Foreign Languages Methodological Union 
and Teacher at Yevlakh Secondary School #7 collaborated with the International 
Medical Corps to conduct presentations for doctors at the Department of In-
hospital Emergency Medical Services in Ganje, Yevlakh, Shamkir and Kurdamir.  
 

 Dr. Talishinski’s presentation, titled “The Role of the Community in Promoting 
Injury Prevention and Safety: The Medical Perspective,” covered improving 
emergency services centers and working environment at the emergency situations.  
Ms. Mammadova’s spoke on the same subject, however taking the educational 
perspective, looking at injury prevention at schools. 

 
Handicrafts Program: 

 Community Connections Handicrafts Production and Marketing exchange 
alumnus Rafail Gulmammadli (Chief Manager of the Baku Art Center) organized 
the “International Festival of Fine Arts” in the city of Ganca on September 8-10, 
with financial support from the Open Society Institute. Artists from Turkey, Iran, 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Georgia and Azerbaijan participated in this festival. The 
festival agenda included various forms of conceptual art such as installation, 
video art, and land-art. Also, Azerbaijani folklore and jazz performances were 
included in the program. Participation in the CC exchange program gave Rafail 
the opportunity to learn more about how public arts fairs, craft shows, and trade 
fairs are organized in the US. Upon return from the program, Rafail organized the 
successful festival.  

 
GEORGIA 
 
Arts and Crafts Management Program: 

 The arts and crafts management internship program is a success. One visitor who 
is a quilt maker especially enjoyed the site visit to Fun Quilts, where she learned 
new techniques.  Fun Quilts donated some tools to her that will help make her 
much more productive and make her quilting easier. 
 

RUSSIA 
 
HIV/AIDs Prevention Program: 

 Rais Khayretdinov, a participant of Project Harmony’s first Russia CC group, 
received a grant from PSI International for the operation of his HIV/AIDS center. 
Rais visited PSI while in the US on his CC visit. 
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Civic Engagement Program: 
 Participants from the recently returned Irkutsk ‘Civic Engagement’ group began 

the process of forming a Russian nonprofit organization in order to teach 
volunteer management and encourage volunteerism in their community. 

 
 CC Alumna Tatiana Sannikova - Director of the Youth Socialization Center in 

Samara, in partnership with the Fund for Social Development and Information 
established a Training Center for vulnerable young people. This Center was 
designed by her while in the US on the CC program and represents the 
culmination of her strategic planning training. 

 
For more Russia Success Stories click on the hyperlink below: 
 
 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=success_stories 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KYRGYZSTAN 
 
NGO Development Program: 

 After the successful completion of the Program, Mamutova Svetlana, became a 
very active community leader and has had several achievements.  In August she 
took part in the competition of OCSE Academy and Institute of Raul Wallenberg 
(Sweden) for participation in the Regional Training Program on Equal Status and 
Human Rights of Women, Central Asia. She successfully fulfilled the needed 
requirements and won the competition.  Studies will last from 9th to 20th of 
October 2006.  There will be 5 representatives from each country (Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan).   

 
From September 11th to September 18th she attended the 42nd Annual Congress of 
EASD (European Association of the Study of Diabetes) in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, where all members of the Association discussed further organizational 
development.  

 
At the beginning of November, she plans to participate in the General Assembly 
of Europe Diabetic Federation.  It will take place in Warsaw, Poland.  There will 
be an Annual Meeting «Together we are stronger» and a Training Course for the 
leaders of the diabetes associations of EEC (East-European countries) too. 

 
In December there will be the 19th Congress of International Diabetic Federation 
in Cape Town, South African Republic.  She has been elected as an official 
delegate and will represent Diabetics Association of Kyrgyzstan (DAK) at the 
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Congress.  Her Association will have an Exhibition stand in the Global Village of 
Congress with information about the mission and activity of DAK.  

  
Since she is a member of the Diabetes Advisory Council of the inter-
Parliamentary Assembly of the CIS (Commonwealth of the Independent States), 
she took part in work on the Model Law about Diabetes mellitus for the CIS. She 
thinks that adoption of Law about Diabetes mellitus in the Kyrgyz Republic is the 
major achievement of her organization.  The Law passed on 16.06.06 in the 
Parliament of Kyrgyz Republic.  The President Kumanbek Bakiev has already 
signed it.  The Law has been promulgated in mass media since August 2006.  

 
 
TAJIKISTAN 
 
The Healthly Lifestyle Program: 

 Firuz Shukurov, a Head of Department of Normal Physiology of 
Tajik State Medical University and a Deputy Director of Center of 
Scientific and Sanitary Anthropology, Academy of Science of 
Tajikistan, established some useful contacts during his training. He 
also made a contract with the clinic about providing 1500 computer 
with special medical software to the Tajik State Medical University, 
Tajikistan. We hope that Mr. Shukurov will find a way to realize this 
big project as a CC alumnus.  

 
 
Grassroots Initiatives in Community Activism Program 

 Mr. Amangeldi Babayev and Mr. Vladimir Rogov started a project is to train 
coaches and sportsmen to provide first aid through a series of seminars dedicated 
to sports medicine. Eighty-seven people participated in five seminars. The goals 
of the seminars were to provide coaches and athletes with sufficient first aid skills 
to prevent injuries received during training and at competitions. The project 
coordinators used materials on first aid education that they received during their 
internship on the Community Connections program.   

 
 Ms. Olga Byashimova, successfully organized a series of events in honor of 

Environment Protection Day.  The project, “World Where We Live,” was 
developed based on Byashimova’s experience working with community-based 
ecological organizations in the US, while on the CC program. The aim of the 
project was to raise awareness of environmental problems in Turkmenistan. 
More than 986 people were involved in the activities, including young ecologists, 
teachers, residents of villages, personnel of “Gas Terminal”, “Pars Energy” firm, and 
cargo ship “Saparmyrat Turkmenbashy”, and frontier guards. 

 
School field trips were arranged to give children the opportunity to explore 
examples of both ecologically clean sites, as well as polluted sites, including 
factories that contribute to the destruction of the Turkmenbashy area eco-system.  
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An ecological exhibition was organized at School #8 in Guvlyduz village. The 
exhibition included landscape photography and children’s artwork. The pictures 
showed the negative effects of environment pollution.     As a follow-up activity, 
a children’s conference, “World Where We Live,” was conducted at 
Turkmenbashy School #2 on April 29, 2006. 477 young ecologists, teachers, city 
administration representatives, and leaders of community organizations took part 
in the conference.  

  

CC – Tourism Alumnus, Mr. Begmatov 
presents his group’s findings

 Tourism program alumni conducted a detailed, well-designed presentation at the 
Committee of Forestry of Tajikistan on the experiences 
they gained during the program, and how the Committee 
on Tourism in Nevada manages tourism and what lessons 
could be learned for improving tourism in Tajikistan. 
Presenter recommendations included amending laws and 
regulations, downsizing regulatory bodies, and ways to 
attract more tourists. More than 50 people attended, 
including Forestry committee members, USAID staff, 
UN representatives, CARE International representatives, 
and American Councils staff and program alumni.                                                                       
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CSED/Moldova 
April/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
CSED staff participated in the Chiefs of Party and the Deputy Chiefs of Party to the 
Partners Forum held on April 11, 2006 at USAID. During this meeting the US 
Ambassador Heather M. Hodges mentioned the importance of the exchange programs for 
Moldova its impact on the country, as well as the effort that is made in order to reach the 
Moldovan population in Transnistria. 
 
 
Professional Programs: 

Social Assistance Infrastructure for Victims of Domestic Violence 
PDO 1: April 6, 2006 
A meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by 9 participants. The agenda of the 
meeting included: General information regarding the CC program (history, budgeting and 
structure, logistic of the program in Moldova and in US, importance for the country, 
alumni activities); Analysis of the situation in the Social Assistance to Victims of 
Domestic Violence in Moldova and the possible changes to be implemented by the 
participants after the internship in the US; Information regarding the particularities of the 
program in the US, adjustment, cultural aspects, stereotypes, general instruction 
regarding packing and traveling regulations, group contact information.  
All the participants received the Romanian version of the Orientation.  
Should be mentioned the good communication between the participants that was 
developed during the PDO, the exchange of ideas and general dynamic of the group.  
In the afternoon of the same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US Embassy’s 
Consular Section for the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure.  
  
PDO 1: April 25, 2006 
A meeting was held at CSED’s office. All 10 participants attended the meeting. During 
the meeting the last version of the schedule from the host organization in La Crosse, WI, 
was presented; the passports and the airline tickets were distributed. All the participants 
signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports with US visa and tickets. All 
the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for transportation to the airport.  The 
group departed to La Crosse, WI on April 26, 2006.     
 
Economic Reporting (June 21 – July 13) 
The group passed the Security Risks and Fraud Inquiries procedure and all the Medical 
Forms were submitted to CSED’s office.  All the information about the participants was 
entered in TraiNet, verified and approved. 
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Combating Corruption in the Judiciary 
Interviews: April 4, 2006 
Interviewing panel included: Babette Prevot, Deputy Country Program Officer, USAID 
Mission to Moldova, Vasile Filatov, Activity Manager, USAID Mission in Moldova; Igor 
Dolea, Penal Reform Institute in Moldova; Cornelia Zvezdin, Country Manager, CSED 
and Constatin Schendra, Program Coordinator, CSED.  As a result of the interviews 10 
finalists and 5 alternates were selected.  

Higher Education Administration 
Interviews: April 20, 2006 
Interviewing panel included: John Balian, Public Affaires Officer, US Embassy, Irina 
Colin, Public Affairs Specialist, US Embassy; Galina Bulat, Ministry of Education of the 
Republic of Moldova; Cornelia Zvezdin, Country Manager, CSED and Constatin 
Schendra, Program Coordinator, CSED.  As a result of the interviews 10 finalists and 5 
alternates were selected.  

English Language testing:  
A number of 57 candidates were invited to the English Language Test (CEPA test). The 
test was held in 3 sessions and 41 candidates passed the test and are considered for the 
interviews.  
 
Meetings: 
CSED staff had meeting with representatives of the Ministry of Educations to discuss the 
overall goals and objective to be specified in VEF for the Higher Education 
Administration program. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CSED is using the VAT exemption for ALL the expenses related to the program. 
CSED obtained a 9% discount for printing materials to be distributed to the participants 
during the PDO-s. 
PDO-s and Interviews are held at CSED’ office, this allows saving the money on the 
room rental.  
CSED’s staff translated materials related to the PDO’s . 
CSED negotiated group discounts with the travel agent, as well as free taxi vouchers for 
transportation to the airport for all the participants.   
 
May/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
CSED staff started identifying possible topics for the 2006-2007 CC programs.  
In this aspect CSED met representatives of Civil Society, International Projects and 
Organizations, Governmental Officials.  
  
Professional Programs: 

Social Assistance Infrastructure for Victims of Domestic Violence  
The group (all the 10 participants) returned to Moldova on May 19, 2006 (one day later) 
because of the weather conditions in the US.  Constantin Schendra, CC Program 
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Coordinator met the group at the airport. CSED staff had individual meetings with some 
of the participants and they shared their impressions about the program in the US. The 
debriefing with the entire group is scheduled for June 9, 2006. 
 
Economic Reporting (June 21 – July 11) 
PDO 1: May 31, 2006 
A meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants.  
Mr. John Balian, PAS of the US Embassy of Moldova participated in the orientation 
meeting. The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC 
Handbook and all the participants received the standardized package of the information in 
Rumanian and Russian according to the established procedure.  In the afternoon of the 
same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US Embassy’s Consular Section for 
the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure. The group passed the Security Risks and Fraud 
Inquiries procedure and all the HAC information was entered into the VCS System.  

Providing Information to the Public (July 12 – August 3) 
The group passed the Security Risks and Fraud Inquiries procedure and all the Medical 
Forms were submitted to CSED’s office. All the information about the participants was 
introduced in TraiNet, verified and approved. 

Combating Corruption in the Judiciary (September 6 – September 27) 
The group passed the Security Risks and Fraud Inquiries procedure and all the Medical 
Forms were submitted to CSED’s office. All the information about the participants was 
introduced in TraiNet, verified and approved. 

Business Programs  
Interviews:  
May 12, 2006 
Interviewing panel included: John Balian, Public Affaires Officer, US Embassy, , 
Ruxanda Negru, Public Affairs Assistant, US Embassy, Corneliu Rusnac, Activity 
Manager USAID, Cornelia Zvezdin, Country Manager, CSED and Constatin Schendra, 
Program Coordinator, CSED. 
 
May 15, 2006 
Interviewing panel included: Betsy Lewis, Deputy Public Affairs Officer, US Embassy, 
Corneliu Rusnat, Activity Manager, USAID, Cornelia Zvezdin, Country Manager, CSED 
and Constatin Schendra, Program Coordinator, CSED. The meeting was held at CSED’s 
office, 40 candidates were invited to the interviews, as a result of the interviews 20 
finalists and 10 alternates were selected.   

 
Meetings: 
CSED discussed with the Consular Section the protocol and the procedures to be 
established for the visa and finger prints applications for the CC participants. 
  
June/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Flight Risk Inquiry Training, June 27, 2006 
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Participants: Cornelia Zvezdin, Country Manager, Constantin Schendra, Program 
Coordinator, Marina Gherman, Program Assistant. During the training were reviewed 
and discussed the Flight Risk Inquiry Procedures that are to assess the risk that a 
Moldovan participant poses of staying illegally in the U.S. beyond the visa.  
Materials used for the training: Standardized forms: AID-1381-6, J-1 visa Agreement, 
DS-2019 form, Visa application forms (DS-156, DS-157, DS-158), Acknowledgement of 
training objectives; Security Risk and Participant Bio Gathering Guide (elaborated by 
Project Harmony). 

Community Connections staff in Moldova discussed questions that all Community 
Connections participants should answer during the interviews; strategies and procedures 
used during the recruitment/selection and orientation of CC candidates, as well as 
standardized forms. 

Professional Programs: 

Social Assistance Infrastructure for Victims of Domestic Violence 
Debriefing 1: June 9, 2006 
All 10 group members participated in the debriefing. The general impression of the 
groups regarding the professional program was very good.  
Economic Reporting (June 21 – July 11) 
PDO 2: June 20, 2006 
A meeting was attended by all 10 participants. During the meeting the last version of the 
schedule from the host organization in Chicago Il, was presented; the passports and the 
airline tickets were distributed. All the participants signed a document confirming the 
receipt of the passports with US visa and tickets. All the participants were provided with 
taxi vouchers for transportation to the airport.  The group departed to Chicago, IL on June 
21, 2006.     

Providing Information to the Public (July 12 – August 3) 
PDO 1: June 21, 2006 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
Mr. John Balian, PAS of the US Embassy of Moldova participated in the orientation 
meeting. The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC 
Handbook and all the participants received the standardized package of the information in 
Romanian and Russian according to the established procedures.  In the afternoon of the 
same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US Embassy’s Consular Section for 
the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure.  The group passed the Security Risks and Fraud 
Inquiries procedure and all the HAC information was entered into the VCS. 
 

Business Programs 1 & 2: The groups passed the Security Risks and Fraud Inquiries 
procedure and all the Medical Forms were submitted to CSED’s office.  
 
July/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CSED staff continued identifying possible topics for the 2006-2007 CC programs.  
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In this aspect CSED met representatives of Civil Society, International Projects and 
Organizations, Governmental Officials. 
 

Professional Programs: 
 
Economic Reporting (June 21 – July 11, 2006) 
The group (all the 10 participants) returned to Moldova on July 12, 2006 (as scheduled)  
CSED staff had individual phone conversations with some of the participants and they 
shared their impressions about the program in the US. The debriefing with the entire 
group is scheduled for August 25, 2006. 
 

Providing Information to the Public (July 12 – August 3, 2006) 
PDO 2: July 11, 2006 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office. One participant, Mr. Guznac Valentin was 
named Vice Minister for the Ministry of Public Administration, he rote a letter explaining 
that he cannot participate in the program, because of this new position in the Government 
of Moldova. During the meeting the last version of the schedule from the host 
organization in Cleveland Ohio, was presented; the passports and the airline tickets were 
distributed. All the participants signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports 
with US visa and tickets. All the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for 
transportation to the airport.  The group departed to Cleveland, Ohio on July 12, 2006. 
 
Staffing 
Cornelia Zvezdin, resigned from the position of Country Manager, her last day in the 
office was July 21, 2006. According to the approved management plan Constantin 
Schendra was promoted and took over the position of Country Manager on July 24, 2006.   
The position of the Program Coordinator was announced, the dead line for applications 
was July 14, 2006.  

  
August/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CSED staff continued identifying possible topics for the 2006-2007 CC programs.  
In this aspect CSED met twice with USAID mission in Moldova and the US Embassy. 

 

Professional Programs: 
 
Economic Reporting (June 21 – July 11, 2006) 
Debriefing 1: August 25, 2006 
9 group members participated in the debriefing. The general impression of the groups 
regarding the professional program was very good.  

Providing Information to the Public (July 12 – August 3, 2006) 
The group (all 10 participants) returned to Moldova on August 3, 2006 (as scheduled)  
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CSED staff had individual phone conversations with some of the participants and they 
shared their impressions about the program in the US.  
  
Combating Corruption in the Judiciary (September 6 – September 26, 2006) 
PDO1: August 16, 2006 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
Mr. John Balian, PAS of the US Embassy of Moldova participated in the orientation 
meeting. The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC 
Handbook and all the participants received the standardized package of the information in 
Romanian and Russian according to the established procedures. In the afternoon of the 
same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US Embassy’s Consular Section for 
the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure.  

Business Programs 1&2 and Higher Education Administration 

 CSED scheduled the PDO1 and the appointments at the Consular Section for the 
fingerprints procedures. 
 
Staffing  
Daniela Flocosu, CC Program Coordinator joined CSED team on August 3rd, 2006. 

  
September/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
The 2006-2007 Community Connections program themes were announced by the United 
States Embassy in Moldova on September 20, 2006. CSED started the recruitment 
campaign for all the programs (4 professional programs) the same day. 

Professional Programs: 
  
Combating Corruption in the Judiciary (September 6 – September 26, 2006) 
PDO2: September 5, 2006 
During the meeting the last version of the Schedule from the host organization in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, was presented; the passports and the airline tickets were 
distributed. All the participants signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports 
with US visa and tickets. All the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for 
transportation to the airport.  The group departed to Minneapolis, Minnesota on 
September 6, 2006. 
 
The group (all 10 participants) returned to Moldova on September 27, 2006 (as 
scheduled) CSED staff had individual phone conversations with some of the participants 
and they shared their impressions about the program in the US.  
 

Business Program 1 (October 4 – November 8, 2006) 
PDO1: September 14, 2006 

The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
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Mr. John Balian, PAS of the US Embassy of Moldova participated in the orientation 
meeting. The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC 
Handbook and all the participants received the standardized package of the information in 
Romanian and Russian according to the established procedures. 
In the first half of the same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US Embassy’s 
Consular Section for the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure.  

Business Program 2 (October 18 – November 22, 2006) 

CSED scheduled the PDO1 and the appointment at the Consular Section for the 
fingerprints procedures for October 5, 2006   

Higher Education Administration (October 11 – October 31, 2006)  
PDO1: September 21, 2006 

The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
Mr. John Balian, PAS of the US Embassy of Moldova participated in the orientation 
meeting. The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC 
Handbook and all the participants received the standardized package of the information in 
Romanian and Russian according to the established procedures. 
In the first half of the same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US Embassy’s 
Consular Section for the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure.   
 
Media Coverage: 
The programs were publicized the in the following newspapers: 
National: “Logos Press” – the biggest Economic Newspaper; “Jurnal de Chisinau”, 
“Timpul”, “Makler” – Tiraspol, Rabnita editions,  
Website: The information about the program is publicized on CSED’s web-site 
http://www.csed.globnet.md/cc_en.html, and the applications for all the programs are 
available on line as well.  

Mailing: In order to reach the possible candidates in the rural area, CSED mailed the 
information about the programs to the targets groups:  
Quality Control in Wine Production Sector - 126 letters sent to wineries from all over 
Moldova, 
Combating Corruption in controlling authorities - 41 letters to tax inspection departments 
in the regions and 40 letters to health inspectorates. 
 

 
Project Harmony / Armenia 

April 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
During the month of April, Project Harmony began implementing the Environment 
VERF.  The program was promoted through numerous presentations in Yerevan and in 
the regions. 

 
The Local Government Administration VERF was submitted to the USAID/Armenia 
Mission for approval. 
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Pursuant to receiving visas at the U.S Embassy, Project Harmony conducted the Tier 
Two Orientation for Aviation Officials on April 21, 2006.  Shortly after the Tier II 
Orientation, on April 25, 2006, the group left for the U.S. The group will return to 
Armenia on May 17, 2006.  

 
Due to the cancellation of the poultry and construction technology themes by 
USAID/Armenia, Project Harmony submitted two new themes to USAID/Armenia for 
approval – gender training and private medical clinic administration. 
 
Meetings: 
During April, Project Harmony Armenia staff met with the following individuals and 
institutions: Head of the Bio-Resource Management Agency at the Ministry of Nature 
Protection, A. Ziroyan; heads of "Hayantar" state enterprise, R. Petrosyan; Forest 
Monitoring Center, A. Tarzyan; head of Yerevan Botanical Institute, Zh. Vardanyan. 

 
Project Harmony had a meeting with the USAID/Armenia Cross-Cutting Team Leader, 
Yeva Hyusyan, regarding two additional themes and other program related issues. 

 
In order to address potential problems with “Armavia” management regarding the 
permission of a number of individuals from the air company to participate in the Aviation 
Officials program, a special meeting was requested and conducted with the General 
Manager of "Armavia" air company, Norayr Belluyan, asking for his support of the 
program. 

 
A meeting was organized with the Head of Armenian Center for Political and 
International Research, A.Yenokyan, regarding the Public Relations for Politicians 
VERF. 

 
A meeting with the Director of Caucasus Bureau Center for International Understanding, 
K.Galstyan, was conducted to identify a local review panel member for the environment 
theme. 
 
Media Coverage: 
“Armenpress,” an online publication, placed a general description about the Community 
Connections program on their website. www.aremenpress.am  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Project Harmony rented space for the Tier Two Aviation Officials orientation at the 
“Terjyan” hotel and received a 15% discount.  This discount resulted in a $23 saving.  
The Director of the hotel provided the discount because he is a Community Connections 
alumnus who was also involved in the selection committee process for the Aviation 
Officials.  

 
May 2006 
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Noteworthy Events:   
Environment 
Project Harmony identified a Review Panel and Selection Committee members; 
applications were vetted and ten finalists/five alternates were selected for the 
Environment program. Following approval received by the USAID/ Armenia Mission, 
the selected participants passed their medical examinations.  

 
Local Government Administration 
The Local Government Administration VERF has been approved by USAID/Armenia 
and USAID/Washington. Some minor edits were made to the POR training objectives. 
Final approval has been received by USAID/Washington. Project Harmony initiated the 
promotion of the theme in the regions and the city of Yerevan. Promotion has been 
conducted through presentations, advertisements in the local newspapers, and interviews 
to the local TV stations.  

 
Public Relations for Politicians 
Approval for the Public Relations for Politicians VERF has been received from 
USAID/Armenia and submitted to USAID/Washington for review and approval. 

 
Aviation Officials   
The Aviation Officials group returned to Armenia on May 17, 2006. Prior to their return, 
all necessary and requested information regarding the visitor who defected to the U.S., 
Armen Poghosyan, was sent to the Project Harmony Director of Operations, David 
Koenig, for submission to World Learning and USAID/Washington.   

 
Special Education 
The Special Education VERF has been approved by the USAID/Armenia and 
USAID/Washington.  Accordingly, the promotion of the program has been initiated in the 
regions and the city of Yerevan.  

 
Private Medical Clinics Administration 
The theme of Private Medical Clinics Administration has been approved by 
USAID/Armenia for 2006.  

 
Meetings: 
During May, the Project Harmony Armenia staff met with the following individuals and 
institutions: Cynthia Doell from the Political and Economic Affairs at the U.S. Embassy 
and Information Officer Liz Zentos from the Public Affairs Section at the U.S. Embassy 
regarding the Public Relations for Political Parties VERF.  

 
Meeting with the Director of the Political Party program, Andrew Bennett, regarding the 
VERF Public Relations for Political Parties. Information and contacts for existing 
politicians in Armenia was provided by Mr. Bennett.   

 
Project Harmony had a meeting with the Academy for Educational Development (AED) 
staff to discuss security check issues and develop common documentation for performing 
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proper security check for participants.  A working group was developed to work on the 
security check documentation.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Goris TV station “Last” held an interview with the Community Connections Coordinator 
to advertise the Local Government program in the city of Goris.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Presentations in the regions were conducted in Municipality halls and school Internet 
Computer Centers.  These meeting spaces were free of charge.   
 
June 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Environment 
After the completion of the medical examinations, one finalist dropped out of the 
program and was replaced by the first alternate. The entire group passed their visa 
interviews at the U.S. Embassy.  Project Harmony staff purchased airline tickets for the 
participants and conducted the Tier 1 Orientation on June 13. The Tier 1 Orientation 
report, including SWOT analysis and Smart goals, was sent to World Learning.  
 
 
Local Government Administration 
The deadline for the Local Government Administration applications was June 19. Over 
fifty applications were received and reviewed by Project Harmony staff for eligibility. 
The Review Panel and Selection Committee members were identified.  The Review Panel 
met on June 30 to discuss the applications and to develop a short list of applicants for 
interviews.  
 
Public Relations for Politicians 
USAID/Washington provided feedback to the Public Relations for Politicians VERF.  
This feedback was incorporated into the Program Outline Request. Project Harmony and 
the USAID Mission raised the sensitive nature of the program with USAID/Washington 
and asked for a waiver in the selection process. Thanks to USAID/Washington approval, 
the participants will be selected through nomination by NDI (National Democratic 
Institute), which directly works with political parties and is familiar with the political 
environment in Armenia. A meeting was organized with NDI to discuss the program.  As 
a result of the meeting, NDI committed to provide a short list of candidates who will be 
interviewed for participation in the Public Relations for Politicians program. The 
candidates will represent almost all of the political parties in the National Assembly. NDI 
will ensure equal representation of political parties to avoid the misperception that the 
U.S. Government favors a particular political party.  Revisions have been made to the 
POR to reflect the program changes.  
 
Aviation Officials   
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On June 1, a debriefing session was conducted with the Aviation Officials during which 
the strengths and weaknesses of the program were discussed.  In addition, the participants 
provided recommendations to improve certain aspects of the program. USAID 
representatives Yeva Hyusyan and Ara Barsam were present at the debriefing meeting 
and directed several questions to the participants regarding both the program and home 
stays. At the completion of the meeting, the participants completed the program 
evaluation forms.  
 
Special Education 
The deadline for applications for the Special Education program was June 5. Project 
Harmony received 67 applications.  Project Harmony staff screened the applications and 
sent them for translation.  Review Panel and Selection Committee members were 
identified.  Interviews for the Special Education program took place on June 28 and 29 as 
a result of which the finalists and alternates for the program were identified.   
 
Meetings: 
During May, the Project Harmony staff met with the following individuals and 
institutions:  
 
Cross Cutting Team Leader Yeva Hyusyan regarding the current and upcoming 
programs, as well as Security Risk documents and procedures. 
 
 Project Harmony staff had a meeting with Andrew Bennett and Lilit Ohanyan from NDI 
regarding the Public Relations for Politicians and Young Voters Participation in Election 
programs. It was decided that NDI would nominate 30-40 candidates for the Public 
Relations for Politicians program and will closely cooperate with Project Harmony for 
the Young Voters Participation in Elections program.  
 
David Simpson conducted a Security Risk training for the Community Connections staff. 
All the security risk documents and procedures were reviewed in detail.  
 
Media Coverage: 
As the Local Government Administration Program was targeting local government 
bodies throughout Armenia, the mass media was used to broadly promote the theme. 
Announcements on the program were placed in the following local Armenian and 
Russian language newspapers: “Hajastani Hanrapetutiun”, “Golos Armenii”, and 
“Novoe Vremya”.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
The Tier 1 Orientation for the Environment program was conducted at the “Terjyan” 
hotel.  Since Project Harmony has used done business with this hotel in the past, the 
administration made a discount of 10 % that resulted in a cost savings of $20.  
 
July 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
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Environment 
On July 3 CC Armenia staff conducted the Tier Two Orientation for the environment 
group and on July 6 the group departed for the U.S.  On July 28, the environment group 
returned to Armenia.  A debriefing session is scheduled in one week. 

 
Local Government Administration 
Selection interviews were conducted for the Local Government Administration program.  
After the interviews and medical examinations were conducted, ten finalists and three 
alternates were identified.  USAID approved the final list of visitors and the information 
was sent to World Learning.  TraiNet entries and the purchase of tickets for the ten 
finalists were conducted. 

 
Public Relations for Politicians 
Staff conducted a presentation about the CC program to 29 candidates recommended by 
NDI (National Democratic Institute) for the Public Relations for Politicians program.  
Based on the nomination list provided by NDI, the Selection Committee was provided 
with a limited pool of candidates. As a result of the interviews and medical examination, 
ten finalists and three alternates were selected for participation in the program.  USAID 
approved the final list and the information was sent to World Learning.  TraiNet entries 
and the purchase of tickets for the ten finalists were completed. 
 
 
Special Education 
After the final interviews, the selected candidates passed their medical examinations.  As 
a result, ten finalists and three alternates were identified and approved by the USAID. 
The final list of candidates was sent to the World Learning and TraiNet entries were 
conducted. 
 
Meetings: 
During July CC Armenia staff met with the following individuals and institutions: 
 
Project Harmony staff met with the Head of the License Committee at the Ministry of 
Health, Mr. Alexander Ghukasyan, and the Head of the International Relations 
Department, Mr. Hayk Grigoryan, regarding the next business theme: Private Medical 
Clinics Administration.  The challenges that private medical clinics currently experience 
in Armenia were discussed and a list of medical clinics functioning in Armenia was 
provided. 

 
Upon a request from World Learning, Project Harmony staff organized and coordinated a 
meeting between Ms. Jan Bedrosian, Professor at Western Michigan University, and 
Special Education visitors.  The professor had a chance to discuss special education 
problems in Armenia and present U.S. best practices.  She also visited Yerevan special 
school # 2 for mentally handicapped children and met with the staff.  Ms. Bedrosyan will 
return to Kalamazoo and share the information about the needs and expectations of the 
Armenian Special Education visitors with the hosting organization to ensure the program 
is tailored to the visitors needs. 
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Media Coverage: 
Gevorg Yeghiazaryan, Chief of Staff at Ashtarak Municipality, published an article in a 
local newspaper “Tsnats teghs - Ashtarak” (Ashtarak - my Birthplace). Mr. Yeghiazaryan 
will participate in the CC program as a visitor under the Local Government 
Administration program and will travel to the U.S. in August.  The article entitled “In the 
scope of Community Connections” was published in the twelfth issue on July 27, 2006 
and provides an overview of the program.  Upon returning from the U.S., Mr. 
Yeghiazaryan will publish another article about his experience as a Community 
Connections visitor. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
The Tier Two Orientation for the Environment program was conducted at the Terjyan 
Hotel.  Since Project Harmony has done business with this hotel in the past, the 
administration made a discount of 10% that resulted in a cost savings of $20. 

 
The Bass Hotel made a discount of $21 for the accommodation of one of the selection 
committee members within the Local Government Administration theme.  

 
Arsen Stepanyan, one of the selection committee members within the theme of Public 
Relations for Political Parties, declined the regular payment allocated to selection 
committee members. As a result, the program saved $80. 
 
August 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Environment 
On 11 August 11 the Community Connections staff conducted a debriefing session with 
the Environment group. The strengths and weaknesses of the program were discussed and 
recommendations to improve the program were presented. Staff sent the final debriefing 
report to World Learning. 

 
Local Government Administration 
Project Harmony conducted the Tier I Orientation for the Local Government group on 3 
August 2006. Staff sent the Tier I Orientation report, with the translated SWOT analysis 
and SMART goals, to World Learning. On 11 August 2006, the group successfully 
passed their visa interviews. The Tier II Orientation was conducted on 23 August 2006 
and the group left for the U.S. on 24 August 2006. 

 
Public Relations for Politicians 
Project Harmony conducted a joint Tier I Orientation for the Political Party and Local 
Government groups on 3 August 2006. The Tier I Orientation report, together with the 
SWOT analysis and SMART goals, was sent to World Learning.  On 21 August 2006, 
two of the group members did not pass their visa interviews. One of the rejected group 
members was replaced with an appropriate alternate. The second participant was not 
replaced, as the remaining alternates were not available. As a result, nine participants 
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instead of ten will depart to the U.S. on 5 September 2006. The updated lists were sent to 
World Learning and the appropriate changes were made in the TraiNet. The Tier II 
Orientation is scheduled for 4 September 2006. 

 
Special Education 
Project Harmony conducted the Tier I Orientation for the Special Education group on 8 
August 2006. The group passed their visa interviews on 23 August 2006. The VEP was 
reviewed by Project Harmony staff and forwarded to the USAID Mission for approval. 
The Tier II Orientation will be conducted on 18 September 2006. 

 
Private Medical Clinics Administration (Business group)  
As a result of research and several meetings with the health field specialists, Project 
Harmony developed the Private Medical Clinics Administration VERF. The VERF was 
sent to the USAID Mission for approval. The implementation plan for the Private 
Medical Clinics Administration theme has been drafted. 
 
Young Voters Participation in Elections 
Project Harmony conducted several meetings with the National Democratic Institute 
(NDI ).  NDI directly works with youth NGOs and student councils in Armenia. Based on 
the information provided by NDI, Project Harmony developed the Young Voters 
Participation in Elections VERF. The VERF was sent to the USAID Mission for 
approval. 
 
Meetings: 
During August, staff met with the following individuals and institutions: 
 
Cross-Cutting Team Leader from USAID/Armenia, Yeva Hyusyan, to discuss 2007 
Community Connection themes. The draft list of 2007 themes was sent to Lisa Posner at 
World Learning. 

 
Sergey Sargsyan, the Political Culture Project Coordinator at NDI, discussed the theme 
Young Voters Participation in Elections.  In addition to providing valuable input, Sergey 
provided Project Harmony with a list of youth NGOs currently active in Armenia. 

 
The Director of Prometey (private medical clinics), worked closely with USAID and 
Project Harmony in providing medical examination to the Community Connections 
visitors. As a manager of a private medical clinic, he provided valuable information on 
the needs and problems of private medical clinics and its administration. Similar 
meetings took place with Ministry of Health officials with the goal of obtaining 
information about private medical clinics, as well as a list of private medical clinics 
operating in Armenia.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
The Tier I orientation for the Local Government and Political Party groups was 
conducted at the Terjyan Hotel.  Since Project Harmony has done business with this hotel 
in the past, the administration provided a 10% discount. 
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September 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Local Government Administration 
The local government group returned back from the US on September 14, 2006. Project 
Harmony conducted a debriefing session with the group on September 27. USAID also 
participated in the debriefing session.  
 
Public Relations for Politicians 
Project Harmony conducted the Tier II Orientation on September 4, 2006. The group 
returned to Armenia on September 27. The debriefing session with the Public Relations 
for Politicians group is scheduled for October 5. 
 
Special Education 
Project Harmony conducted the Tier II Orientation for the Special Education group on 
September 18, 2006. The group left on September 19 and will return to Armenia on 
October 10. 
 
Private Medical Clinics Administration (Business group)  
Following approval from USAID, Project Harmony organized the promotion of the 
Private Medical Clinics Administration theme through presentations, announcements in 
local newspapers, and various mail lists. The deadline for the submission of applications 
is October 12. 
 
Young Voters Participation in Elections  
Following the approval of the Young Voters Participation in Elections VERF, Project 
Harmony organized the promotion of the program. Several presentations were conducted 
in Yerevan, Lori, Shirak and Syunik regions. The deadline for the submission of 
applications is October 5.  
 
Meetings: 
During September, the Project Harmony staff met with the following individuals and 
institutions: 

 
The Project Harmony staff had a meeting with the Academy for Educational 

Development (AED), USAID, and National Democratic Institute (NDI) representatives to 
discuss the young voters theme to ensure the theme does not duplicate AED 
programmatic activities. The NDI representative presented a list of the most active NGOs 
with whom they collaborate within the elections theme. AED, NDI, and Project Harmony 
agreed to coordinate their project activities and collaborate on follow-up activities for 
participants since each organization is implementing election related activities. 

 
The Project Harmony staff had a meeting with the Counterpart International 

Election Program Manager, Theresa Khorozyan. The opportunity of applying for election 
grants announced by Counterpart International was discussed. Project Harmony intends 
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to apply for the grants on behalf of the NGOs that will be selected within the Young 
Voters Participation in Elections theme in an effort to secure follow-on activity funds for 
the participants.  
 

The Project Harmony staff had a meeting with Jeffrey Groton, the CC Regional 
Director who visited Armenia in September. A list of questions regarding the Community 
Connections program pending clarification were submitted to Jeff and discussed at the 
meeting.  

 
The Project Harmony staff had a meeting with the head of License Committee at 

the Ministry of Health, Mher Ghazaryan, to obtain the list of private medical clinics 
currently operating in Armenia. 
 

The Project Harmony staff had a meeting with Jack Medzorian from Cambridge-
Yerevan Sister City Association (CYSCA), who visited Armenia in September. 
Community Connections program issues, including future collaboration with their 
organization, were discussed. Mr. Medzorian presented their organization and its 
activities in detail and the long experience they have within the Community Connections 
program. 
 
Media Coverage: 
The presentation of Young Voters Participation in Elections theme in Shirak was 
highlighted by their local TV channel “Shant.” 

 
An article about the Community Connections program was published in September in the 
weekly newspaper “Kumayri.”  The newspaper is distributed throughout the region of 
Shirak. 
 
Cost-Saving Measures:  
By using the Project Harmony conference facilities for orientations and debriefings, 
Project Harmony has saved approximately $209. 
 

Project Harmony/Azerbaijan 
April 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Azerbaijan’s first group of ten participants, Injury Prevention, left for Detroit Michigan 
on April 19, 2006 and will return on May 11, 2006. Project Harmony continues recruiting 
for the Faith-based Organizations and Community Initiatives, Health Promotion, and 
Handicrafts Production and Marketing.  It has also begun recruiting for the Small 
Agribusiness development exchange. All VERFs have been submitted to USAID AZ and 
are pending approval. 

 
On April 11-14, 2006 Abbas Musayev, Logistics Coordinator, made presentations and 
consultations on the Health Promotion and Faith-based Organizations and Community 
Initiatives exchanges in Beylagan. 
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On April 18, 2006 Project Harmony provided the Tier 2 Orientation for the ten Injury 
Prevention participants. 

 
Project Harmony submitted three VERFs during the month: Health Promotion, Small 
Agribusiness Cooperatives and Faith-based Organizations and Community Initiatives. 

 
Meetings: 
On April 3, 2006 Kerry Cosby and Abbas Musayev had a meeting with Counterpart 
International to discuss how the Faith-based Organizations and Community Initiatives 
Exchange can assist their Developing Azerbaijan’s Civil Society Program. 

 
On April 7, 2006 Kerry Cosby and Jeff Groton met a representative of Catholic Relief 
Services to provide information on the Faith-based Organizations and Community 
Initiatives Exchange. 

 
On April 14, 2006 Kerry Cosby met William Levine from Pragma and Tom Lemley to 
discuss how the Small Agribusiness Development exchange can be crafted to 
complement the work their organizations are doing in Azerbaijan. 

 
On April 24, 2006 Kerry Cosby met with the director of OSI in Azerbaijan to further 
discuss how OSI could build upon the “Improving the Educational Environment” 
exchange by including participating schools in their youth activism program. 

 
Abbas Musayev met with the Head of the Iqbal Handicrafts Association, about the 
Handicrafts Production and Marketing Exchange. 
 
May 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC Azerbaijan conducted Application Assessment for Health Promotion exchange on 
May 12 and 15 and Interviews on May 22.  
 
On May 11 Abbas Musayev, Logistics Coordinator, gave presentations and consultations 
on the Improving the Educational Environment exchange in Baku. 
 
Abbas Musayev gave presentations in Lenkaran, Zaqatala and Quba for Small 
Agribusiness development and marketing and in Zaqatala, Quba for Faith-based 
Organizations and in Quba for Handicraft exchange. 

 
On May 12 Abbas Musayev conducted debriefing with participants of the Injury 
Prevention exchange. 
 
Project Harmony submitted VERFs for Health Promotion, Faith-based Organizations and 
Small Agribusiness development and marketing. 
 
Meetings: 
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Kerry Cosby discussed follow-on activities for the Improving Educational Environment 
exchange with OSI, CRS, the Ministry of Youth and Sport. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Abbas Musayev worked with AAA (American Alumni Association) for free application 
assessment and interview space for the Health Promotion exchange. 

 
The ABAD program provided space for consultations in their marketing centers in Quba, 
Zaqatala and Lenkaran for the Small Agribusiness development and marketing and for 
Faith-based Organizations exchange. 
 
Staffing   
Project Harmony hired new CC Program Coordinator – Sariya Hasanova.  
 
June 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC Azerbaijan conducted application assessment for Handicrafts exchange on June 5 and 
interviews on June 12.  
 
On June 22 and 23 CC Azerbaijan conducted application assessments for Faith-Based 
Organizations exchange. 

 
On June 27 and 28 CC Azerbaijan conducted application assessments for improving the 
Educational Environment exchange. 

 
Security risk training was conducted for all CC staff. 

 
 
Meetings: 
Kerry Cosby discussed follow-on activities for the Improving Educational Environment 
exchange with OSI, CRS, and the Ministry of Education. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
The American Educated Alumni Association provided space for the handicrafts 
application assessments. 

 
July 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC Azerbaijan conducted interviews for Improving the Educational Environment on July 
5 and 11 and Faith-based Organizations’ exchange on July 27. Improving the Educational 
environment participants’ names were sent to USAID and approved. Faith-based 
Organizations’ exchange participants could not be approved because we are waiting for 
nominations from the President’s Office. A trip to Nakhchivan A.R. will be organized for 
early August to Interview these nominated individuals A Tier One Orientation for 
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participants of the Handicrafts exchange took place on July 3.  On July 5-10 the 
Handicrafts exchange participants received medical exams and on July 27 had visa 
interviews at the U.S. Embassy in Baku. 

 
Meetings: 
Kerry Cosby discussed follow-on activities for the Improving Educational Environment 
exchange with OSI and CRS. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
In coordination with Devis, TraiNet Plugins were completed that will eliminate several 
hundred hours from candidate processing over the coming year and will assist all CC 
offices. 

 
August 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC Azerbaijan conducted TIER II orientation for Handicrafts exchange on 2 August 
2006. Ten participants of Handicrafts exchange left for Kansas, MO on 3 August 2006. 
 
CC Azerbaijan conducted application assessment for Agribusiness exchange on 4 August 
2006, interviews for Faith-based Organizations’ exchanges on 4, 7 August 2006 and 
Agribusiness on 8 August 2006.  TIER I orientation for the participants of Educational 
Environment exchange were conducted on 9 August 2006 and for the participants of 
Health Promotion exchange on 24 August 2006. 
 
On 7-14 August 2006 the Educational Environment exchange participants received 
medical exams and on 24-31 August 2006 the Educational Environment exchange 
participants received medical exams. 
 
CC Azerbaijan conducted Debriefing meeting for the participants of Handicrafts 
exchange on 25 August 2006. 
 
Meetings: 
On 8 August 2006 Kerry Cosby and Sariya Hasanova met with Catherine Trebes, USAID 
Training Coordinator and from the embassy Elisabeth Murphy and Gulara Aliyeva to 
discuss new themes for 2007. 

 
On 28 August 2006 Kerry Cosby and Sariya Hasanova met with Catherine Trebes, 
USAID Training Coordinator discussed Public Service Announcements exchange. 

 
On 31 August 2006 Kerry Cosby and Sariya Hasanova met with Jonathan Henick, 
Elisabeth Murphy, Afat Ibrahimova and Gulara Aliyeva at the embassy to discuss Youth 
and Amateur Sports Associations exchange and also Urban Planning exchange. 

 
On 31 August 2006 Kerry Cosby and Sariya Hasanova had meetings at USAID  
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with Livia Mimica, Ulvi Ismayil, Aynur Yusifova to discuss the Promoting Women’s 
Participation in the Electoral Process exchange, with Catherine Trebes, Livia Mimica, 
Ulvi Ismayil, Aynur Yusifova, Jeff Minot and Stephen Morin to discuss Urban Planning 
exchange, with Geoffrey Minott, Steve M. and Anar Khalilov concerning the Rural 
Banking Management exchange. 

 
September 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Pre-Departure Orientations were held for the following groups: Faith-based 
organizations, Educational Environment, and Agribusiness. On September 5-22 the faith-
based organizations exchange participants received medical exams. 

 
USAID approved the themes for FY’07. 
 
Meetings: 
On September 6, Kerry and Sariya met with Peter Hauslohner, Chief of Party, PHC 
Strengthening Project, and Ruziyya Ramazanova, USAID at the USAID mission to 
discuss the health-financing theme for 2007. 

 
On September 15, Sariya met with Shally Markoff, Chief of Party, IREX/Media, to 
discuss the PSA development exchange’07. 

 
On September 18 Sariya met with Paul Hamlin, Deputy Country Representative, 
ACDI/VOCA, to discuss the rural financing exchange’07. 

 
On September 18 Sariya met with Indira Amiranashvili, Deputy Chief of Party, 
Counterpart and Jerome Gallagher, Urban Institute Resident Advisor, Counterpart to 
discuss the urban planning exchange’07. 

 
On September 19, Sariya met with Daniel Blessington, Chief of Party, IFES, and Shahla 
Mahmudova, Project Coordinator, IFES, to discuss the women’s participation in the 
electoral process exchange’07. 

 
On September 19, Sariya met with Ilham Safarov, Director, Internews, to discuss to 
discuss the PSA development exchange’07. 

 
On September 22 Sariya met with Ayten Aliyeva, Counterpart, to discuss the PSA 
development exchange’07. 
 

Project Harmony/Georgia 
 

April 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
The nine participants of the first Community Connections/Georgia professional group 
(arts and crafts management) returned from their internship in Chicago on April 7, 2006.  
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All participants stated that the program was a resounding success, and contact were 
forged with American counterparts which are even now beginning to bear fruit in the 
form of future training in both the United States and Georgia. 

 
The VERF for the second CC/Georgia professional group (information technology) was 
drafted and approved by the local USAID mission and USAID/Washington. 

 
The information technology group reading and interview committees were formed.  
Reading and interview committees were formed for three business groups.  Additionally, 
the business group reading committees made their selection, and business group 
candidates were tested on their English skills.  The business group interview committee 
was prepared for candidate selection in early May. 

 
Preparations were made for the CC/Georgia program launch, to be attended by the press 
at the USAID mission, on May 3, 2006. 

 
Meetings: 
Jeff Groton traveled to Baku, Azerbaijan on April 10-12, 2006 to meet with 
representatives of the USAID mission and Community Connections staff.  A timetable of 
VERF production and other events was agreed upon. 

 
Project Harmony staff attended a round-table of USAID contractors on April 14, 2006 
during which the participants agreed that CC would present the program at the next 
round-table in late May.  Additionally, staff met with the USAID mission two times in 
April to discuss the progress of the program, upcoming events, and financial questions. 

 
May 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Interviews were conducted to select finalists for three business groups (thirty participants 
in total).  The Interview Committee selected thirty finalists and fifteen alternates (five per 
group); these candidates were submitted to the local USAID mission for approval. 

 
Three VERFs for three business groups were drafted and submitted to the local USAID 
mission for approval. 

 
The local USAID mission approved the VERF on Information Technology, submitted at 
the end of April. 

 
Interviews were conducted to select finalists for the Information Technology professional 
group.  The Interview Committee selected ten finalists and five alternates; these 
candidates were submitted to the local USAID mission for approval. 

 
VERFs for tourism and non-governmental organization development professional groups 
were drafted, and will be submitted to USAID in early June. 
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Meetings: 
Berdia Natsvlishvili and Jeff Groton attended the USAID partners’ roundtable, which 
discussed current issues facing technical assistance in Georgia.  It was agreed that 
Community Connections staff would present the program to other USAID contractors in 
July. 
 
Media Coverage: 
On 3 May, a press conference was held at the USAID mission to present the Community 
Connections program to the Georgian public.  The head of the USAID mission spoke at 
the event, which was attended by USAID and US Embassy staff, and reporters from local 
and national mass media.  Two participants of CC/Georgia’s first professional group to 
return from the US also related their experiences to the press.  The conference received 
coverage on the major national television networks and in the Tbilisi press. 

 
 Program presentations and press conferences as part of the regional recruiting campaign 
were attended by members of the local and national  press (television, print, and radio). 

 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Space for application drop-off and registration was provided by the Batumi City Library 
in the Adjara Region, and by CHF in Akhaltsikhe free-of-charge.  The Akhaltsikhe City 
Government without a fee provided program presentation space.  Television stations in 
both regions provided a 50% discount for advertising. 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On 11-14 June, CC/Georgia staff members Berdia Natsvlishvili and Jeff Groton 
conducted on-site recruiting for the tourism professional group in the Adjara 
Autonomous Region and the NGO development professional group in the Akhaltsikhe 
Region.  The staff members conducted press conferences attended by local and national 
media, consulted with targeted business and other organizations, met with local 
government officials, and advertised in local media.  Press conferences and informational 
presentations were well attended, and a large number of applications are expected. 

 
Tourism and NGO group reading committee member candidates were submitted to the 
local USAID mission for approval.  
The tourism professional group VERF was submitted to the local USAID mission for 
approval.  
Recommended candidates for three business groups (consisting of 10 finalists and five 
alternates each) were submitted to the local USAID mission for approval. 

 
The local USAID mission approved finalists for the information technology professional 
group, scheduled to depart for the US in early August.  Medical examinations were 
conducted for this group, a background check was completed, and as of the end of the 
month, group members passed the V1 and V2 levels of the visa approval process. 
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CC/Georgia submitted a revised schedule for summer and early autumn program 
activities to the local USAID mission, and plans to discuss this and the communication 
flow from program to mission in early July. 

 
Security risk training was conducted for all CC staff. 
 
Meetings: 
CC/Georgia staff participated in a partners’ meeting at the local USAID mission, as well 
as a gathering of contractors to discuss public relations issues. 

 
Media Coverage: 
Program presentations and press conferences as part of the regional recruiting campaign 
were attended by members of the local and national press (television, print, and radio). 
 
 
July 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC / Georgia is sending seven groups to the U.S. during the first year of the program.  
These consist of three business groups (one composed of candidates from Tbilisi, the 
other two of candidates from all over Georgia), and four professional groups: Arts & 
Crafts Management, Information Technology Development, Tourism Development and 
NGO Development. 

 
Arts & Crafts Management: Program completed in April 2006.  EPSR and VEP closeout 
budget were received in late July, and entered into TraiNet. 

 
Business Groups:  Candidates selected by the program to participate (three groups of ten 
finalists and five alternates each) were approved by the local USAID mission.  
Candidates are scheduled to depart in November 2006. 

 
Information Technology Development:  Final candidates received DS-2019 forms, and 
underwent consular interviews.  Tier One Orientation was conducted for this group at the 
beginning of July; the group will depart on August 2 after Tier Two orientation on 
August 1. 

 
Tourism Development:  Tourism group reading committee members were approved by 
the USAID mission at the beginning of July, and candidates were pre-screened by CC / 
Georgia staff and pre-selected by the reading committee.  Applications were translated, 
and semi-finalists are scheduled for interviews in early August in the Adjara Autonomous 
Region. 

 
NGO Development:  NGO reading committee members were approved by the USAID 
mission at the beginning of July, and candidates were pre-screened by CC / Georgia staff 
and pre-selected by the reading committee.  Applications were translated, and semi-
finalists are scheduled for interviews in early August in Akhaltsikhe. 
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Meetings: 
CC / Georgia staff members Berdia Natsvlishvili and Jeff Groton met with USAID 
mission representatives to discuss program plans, responsibilities and activities from 
August until the end of the program cycle.  The mission approved a schedule of events 
and activities. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Space for tourism and development group interviews was provided by the Batumi City 
Library in the Adjara Region, and by CHF in Akhaltsikhe free-of-charge. 

 
August 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC/Georgia is sending seven groups to the U.S. during the FY06 cycle.  These consist of 
three business groups (one composed of candidates from Tbilisi, the other two candidates 
from across Georgia), and four professional groups: Arts & Crafts Management, 
Information Technology Development, Tourism Development and NGO Development. 

 
Arts & Crafts Management: Program completed in April 2006.  EPSR and VEP closeout 
budget were received in late July, and entered into TraiNet. 

 
Business Groups:  Candidates selected by the program to participate were notified of 
their status.  As of 31 August 2006, a U.S. host organization has been selected for one of 
the groups, and has been approved by the local USAID mission.  Suggested host 
organization for group two has been received by World Learning and forwarded to 
USAID for approval. All candidates are scheduled to depart in November 2006. 

 
Information Technology Development:  Tier II orientation was conducted and the group 
departed for the U.S. on 2 August 2006.  Program was successfully completed in the U.S. 
and participants returned on 23 August 2006.  Their arrival in Georgia and return to work 
was confirmed and entered into TraiNet and VCS. 

 
Tourism Development:  The Interview Committee (composed of Thomas Hill and Scott 
Van Alstine) was approved by the USAID mission and the committee conducted 
interviews in Batumi 7-8 August 2006.  The committee’s final selection of candidates 
(and their profiles) was forwarded to the local mission for approval. 

 
NGO Development:  The Interview Committee (composed of Thomas Hill and Scott Van 
Alstine) was approved by the USAID mission and the committee conducted interviews in 
Akhalsikhe 8-9 August 2006.  The committee’s final selection of candidates (and their 
profiles) was forwarded to the local mission for approval. 
 
Meetings: 
CC/Georgia staff members Berdia Natsvlishvili and Jeff Groton met with USAID 
mission representatives to discuss the interview committee selection process.  Local 
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USAID deputy program officer Howard Handler and incoming program officer Craig 
Hart visited the CC Georgia office on 22 August 2006 to learn more about the program 
and discuss current issues related to the program. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Space for tourism and BGO development interviews was provided by the Batumi City 
Library in the Adjara Region, and by CHF in Akhaltsikhe free-of-charge. 

 
September 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
 
Business Groups:  All candidates are approved by the local USAID mission and have 
passed medical examinations.  Host Organizations for all three groups have been selected 
and approved by the local USAID mission.  Office is currently awaiting receipt of DS-
2019 forms.  All candidates are scheduled to depart in November 2006. 

 
Information Technology Development:  Program was successfully completed in the US 
and participants returned on August 23. 

 
Tourism Development:  The local mission has approved the candidates for this program.  
They have undergone medical examinations; one candidate was replaced by an alternate, 
as he did not meet USAID medical requirements.  The Host Organization has been 
approved by the local mission.  Tier One Orientation was conducted on September 27.  
Group scheduled to depart October 27. 

 
NGO Development:  The local mission has approved the candidates for this program, and 
they have successfully completed medical examinations.  The Host Organization has 
been approved by the local mission.  Group scheduled to depart November 27. 

 
 

Project Harmony / Russia 
April 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Four VERFs were submitted to USAID during the month of March: Electronic Media, 
Newspaper Operation and Management, Corruption Awareness, Prevention, and 
Prosecution, Business Development and Local Economic Development. 

 
Facilitators were contracted in Yekaterinburg, Vladivostok, and Krasnoyarsk. 

 
Final orientation for three groups from Novosibirsk, Irkutsk, Stavropol and Rostov took 
place on April 24, 2006. The groups left for the U.S. the next day. 

 
Central Russia/Siberia 
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Tier One orientation took place on April 2, 2006 for Novosibirsk and Irkutsk groups 
(Social Assistance/Civic Engagement). 

 
The deadlines for application submission for two Yekaterinburg groups passed on April 
14 and April 21, 2006.  Fifteen candidates were selected for each group. The first group 
'Elections, Media and Voter Awareness: National, Regional, and Local Levels' are 
scheduled to leave on June 20. The second group 'Urban Development and Planning' is 
scheduled to leave on July 5, 2006. 

 
Final participants were selected for "Community Restructuring and the Successful 
Adjustment to Military-Industrial Complex Downsizing' group from Republic of 
Urdmurtia (Votkinsk, Izhevsk, Kambarka) and Kurgan Oblast (Shchuch’ye). Participants 
will leave for the U.S. on June 20, 2006. 

 
The deadline for application submission in Krasnoyarsk Krai passed on April 28, 2006. 
Thirty-six applications were received. The group on "Natural Resource Management and 
Administration" will leave for the U.S. on July 18, 2006. 

 
North Caucasus 
At the beginning of April, 75 applications had been received for participation in two 
groups, “Rights of Disabled” and “Community Involvement in Health Promotion.” 
Candidates for both groups were reviewed locally and in Moscow. Ten finalists and five 
alternates for each group were selected by April 26, 2006. 

 
Participants from the Rostov/Stavropol "NGO Development and Coalition Building" 
group attended their first orientation on April 2, 2006. The group left for the U.S. on 
April 25, 2006. 

 
 
Far East 
As of April 24, 2006 twenty-three applications had been received by from candidates for 
participation in “Electronic Media, Newspaper Operation and Management.” Interviews 
and initial selection of candidates took place on April 29, 2006. 

 
Two First Tier orientations were conducted in Vladivostok. Candidates from the 
“Women’s Rights” group met on April 15, 2006. Candidates from the "Civic Activism 
and Volunteerism at the Community Level" group met on April 22, 2006. 

 
Meetings: 
Two interview sessions conducted by local experts were held in Vladikavkaz. Candidates 
for participation in the “Community Involvement in Health Promotion” and “Rights of 
the Disabled” were interviewed on April 8-9, 2006. Program Director Thomas Hill was 
present for the interviews. At the interviews, two representatives of the local FSB 
(Federal Security Agency) were present and monitored all program proceedings, and 
requested blank interview forms. It is the opinion of the recruiting office that the visit was 
routine and does not present a threat to the program or the recruiting process. 
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Interviews were held for the Yekaterinburg “Elections, Media and Voter Awareness: 
National, Regional, and Local Levels” group on April 22, 2006. Program Director 
Thomas Hill was present for the interviews. 
 
On April 25-26, 2006, four selection committee members participated in Moscow-based 
final selection of participants for both Vladikavkaz “Community Involvement in Health 
Promotion” and “Rights of the Disabled” groups. Program Manager Elena Bennett and 
Coordinator Tatiana Baklykova were present for the meetings. 
  
May 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
No VERFs were submitted for the month of May. Two planned groups were cancelled 
for this fiscal year. Travel dates for two groups were extended to October of 2006 – 
recruiting occurring during fiscal year one, but travel during fiscal year 2. 

 
Facilitators were contracted in Vladivostok, Irkutsk, and Maikop. 

 
Central Russia/Siberia 
Tier One orientation took place on April 21 for Izhevsk and Kurgan oblast group 
(Community Restructuring and the Successful Adjustment to Military-Industrial 
Complex Downsizing). The group's final orientation is scheduled on June 19th. 

 
Final participants were selected for two Yekaterinburg groups - 'Elections, Media and 
Voter Awareness: National, Regional, and Local Levels' and 'Urban Development'. Their 
Tier One orientations took place on April 27 and 28 respectively.  The first group is 
scheduled to leave on June 20. The second group is scheduled to leave on July 5th. 

 
Final participants were selected for "Natural Resource Management and Administration" 
group from Krasnoyarsky Krai. Tier One orientation for this group will take place on 
June 20th. The group is scheduled to leave for the US on July 18th. 

 
The deadline for application submission in Irkutsk (Business Development) passed on 
May 25th. Application reading and interviews are scheduled for June. The groups will 
leave for the US on August 1st 

 
North Caucasus 
On May 7 and 8, First Tier Orientations were held in Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia, for two 
groups: ‘Rights of Disabled’ and ‘Community Involvement in Health Promotion’. The 
meetings were supervised and run by Elena Bennett and Tatiana Baklykova from СС 
Moscow headquarters. Ten finalists and four alternative candidates of the ‘Rights of 
Disabled’, and ten finalists and two alternative candidates from the ‘Community 
Involvement in Health Promotion’ attended the meeting.  

 
Recruiting for one group took place in Maikop, Republiс of Adygeia. The theme of the 
group is ‘Local Economic Development’. 51 applications were received by the deadline.  
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Far East 
Participants from two groups, “Women’s Rights” recruited from the Primorskiy and 
Khabarovskiy regions, and “Civic Activism and Volunteerism” in the Primorskiy region, 
attended final orientation on May 20. The two groups traveled to the US the next day. 

 
Recruiting for Corruption Awareness and Prevention program was completed in 
Vladivostok on May 23. 56 applications were collected.  

 
Meetings:  
On May 23 Thomas Hill, Elena Bennett, and CC Far East Coordinator Svetlana Laletina 
attended three meetings in Vladivostok, discussing the upcoming year of program 
activities and ways to partner with Far East organizations and US representatives: 
 
At Public Affair Sections of US Consulate they met with Daniel O. Hastings, Branch 
Public Affairs Officer and Lyudmina Kourzenko, Cultural Assistant. PAS has 
approximately $500,000 left for alumni small grants for the rest of this fiscal year. 
 
With IREX they met with Svetlana Demashova, Far East representative. 
At American Councils met with Denis Boyle, director and Elena Kostenko, program 
Coordinator. 
 
On May 31 Svetlana Laletina met with Tatyana Sidorova, director of Information Center 
at PAS section of US Consulate, Anna Poplavko, Alumni Coordinator from PAS section 
of US Embassy (Moscow) and Kristina Piseyeva, Cultural Assistant to the US Embassy 
(Moscow) to discuss CC program, review possibilities for upcoming groups, and 
opportunities for alumni.  
 
Media Coverage:  
The CC program was included in the weekly US Ambassador’s report twice. 
 
June 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
No VERFs were submitted during the month of June. As of the last day of the month, 97 
participants from CC Russia had traveled to the US. 

 
Far East 
Interview with 20 candidates of Corruption Awareness, Prevention and Prosecution took 
place on June 03.  

 
Tier 1 orientation for Electronic Media and Newspaper Operation/Management took 
place on June 10.  

 
On June 12, two Far East groups, Women’s Rights and 'Civic Activism and Volunteerism 
at the Community Level' returned from the USA. Debriefing with participants took place 
on June 24. 
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On June 20, Selection Committees met for “Anti-Corruption” group from the Far East 
and "Business Development" group from Irkutsk 

 
Central Russia/Siberia 
Final orientation for two groups from Udmurt Republic/Kurgan Oblast and 
Yekaterinburg took place on June 19th. The groups left for the U.S. the next day. 

 
Tier 1 orientation took place on June 24th for a Krasnoyarsk Krai group (Natural 
Resource Management and Administration). The meeting was supervised and run by 
Tatiana Baklykova from СС Moscow headquarters.  

 
Final participants were selected for the Business Development group from Irkutsk. Tier 1 
Orientation for this group took place on June 30th. The meeting was supervised and run 
by Thomas Hill and Elena Bennett from СС Moscow headquarters.  
 
 
North Caucasus 
On June 2nd an interview for candidates from Maikop (Republic of Adygeya) that had 
submitted applications under ‘Local Economic Development’ theme, was held in 
Maikop. Twenty-one candidates coming from the agricultural sector, municipal and 
regional authorities, and the private sector were interviewed by two local experts with 
participation of the CC North Caucasus Coordinator. The Interview evaluation Forms 
were processed and sent to Moscow office along with application packages of twenty-one 
candidates.  
 
On 25th June there were two post-activity meetings in Rostov and Pyatigorsk with 
alumni from April's NGO Development group. 

 
On June 6, two groups from North Ossetia: Community Involvement in Health 
Promotion and Rights of Disabled traveled to the United States. On the 29th and 30th of 
June they returned home safely. 

 
Meetings:  
On June 2nd, Thomas Hill met with representatives of 'Regional Initiatives,' a State 
Department coordinator on Sakhalin Island in order to discuss possibilities for CC 
programming in the Russian Far East during year two of program activities. On June 
30th, Thomas Hill, Elena Bennett, and Yulia Yevtushok, Program Coordinator, organized 
and attended a meeting with CC alumni in Irkutsk. There were 6 alumni from the group 
on Civic Engagement that traveled to the US in April 2006. The alumni shared their 
successes and made a presentation for Business Development group that will travel to the 
US on August 1st. 

 
Security Risk training was conducted for all CC employees. 
 
Media Coverage:  

 - 50 - 



Eleonora Kez, CC alumna from Irkutsk who traveled to the US in April 2006 within 
Civic Engagement group wrote two articles in local newspaper 'Irkutyanka' on the 
group’s experience in Raleigh, North Carolina. She mentioned CC, its sponsor and 
hosting organization in Raleigh, NC. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
PH Russia staff have engaged in a development dialogue with TraiNet technical staff in 
order to design plug-ins for the program that will save an average of eight employee 
hours per CC group. 
 
July 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On the last day of the month the final groups from CC Russia fiscal year one traveled to 
the U.S.  In all, the CC Russia office sent 155 participants in 16 different groups this 
year. 

Proposed themes and regions were submitted to USAID for year two of program 
activities.  Fifteen groups were proposed focusing in the North Caucasus, Siberia, and 
Russian Far East.  

North Caucasus/Southern Russia  

On July 9 a Tier One Orientation Meeting was held in Maikop, Republic of Adygeya, for 
semi-finalists and alternates of ‘Local Economic Development’ group scheduled to leave 
for the U.S. on August 1, 2006.  Tatiana Baklykova and Alan Uadati took part in the 
meeting. 

On July 29 there was a post-activity meeting in Vladikavkaz of two groups from North 
Ossetia:  Community Involvement in Health Promotion and Rights of Disabled.  
Vladikavkaz coordinators are preparing a report and summaries of participants’ feedback 
and select success stories. 

 
The final orientation for the CC group from Maikop took place on July 30.  The group 
left for the U.S. the next day. 

 
Siberia/Central Russia  
On July 12 and July 27 two Ekaterinburg groups (Elections, Media and Voter 
Awareness/Urban Development) returned to Russia. 

 
Final orientation for the Natural Resource Management group from Krasnoyarsk Krai 
took place on July 17.  The group left for the U.S. the next day. 

 
Russian Far East 
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The group Electronic Media and Newspaper Management from Primorskiy Krai returned 
home on July 28.  The participants stated that the program had been extremely useful and 
expect follow up interaction to continue. 

 
Tier One Orientation for Primorskiy Krai Corruption Awareness, Prevention, and 
Prosecution group took place on July 1.  Predeparture orientation for the group took place 
on July 30.  The group departed Russia on July 31. 
 
Media Coverage: 
An article about the Ekaterinburg group (Elections, Media and Voter Awareness/Urban 
Development) was printed in Vermont’s most prominent and largest daily newspaper. 
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006606280306 
 
An article about Electronic Media and Newspaper Operation and Management, Far East, 
was posted on the Russian Information Agency ‘East-Media’ website on July 4.  Natalia 
Mikerina, the Agency Director General, took part in the CC group that went to the U.S. 
on July 5. http://www.vostokmedia.ru/news.details.php?id=67410 
 
On July 31 Nataliya Orlova from the Primorskiy Krai Electronic Media Group conducted 
a radio program concerning her travel to the U.S. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
In coordination with Devis, TraiNet Plugins were completed that will eliminate several 
hundred hours from candidate processing over the coming year and will assist all CC 
offices. 
 
Staffing:  
Yulia Yevtushok joined the CC Moscow team at 50% time. She will be coordinating 
contracts, media relations, orientation development and collection of success 
stories/alumni results.  She has been an employee of Project Harmony for seven years 
and is very experienced with similar programming. 

 
August 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
One VERF was submitted to USAID for approval, as of the end of August it had not yet 
been approved: Rights of the Disabled (Khabarovsk, Russian Far East).  Three groups 
successfully returned to Russia in the month of August. These groups represent the last 
recruited participants for year one of program activities.  As for the end of August, 
proposed themes and regions for year two of recruiting had not been received from 
USAID. 

Meetings: 
USAID and Project Harmony staff was primarily on vacation for the month of August. 
No official meetings occurred. 
 
Media Coverage:  

 - 52 - 

http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006606280306
http://www.vostokmedia.ru/news.details.php?id=67410


Olga Myazina, CC participant from Samara (Community Mobilization for HIV/AIDS 
Prevention, Care, and Stigma Reduction), used materials from AIDS Consortium 
Philadelphia and skills she learned during the program. As a result she attracted two HIV 
positive volunteers to her organization "Unity" as well as fundraised money for 1-3 year 
old children born by HIV positive mothers. The local media covered the fundraising 
campaign. 

 
An article about the Vladikavkaz group (Community Involvement in Health) was printed 
in the newspaper "Northern Ossetia". The author is a CC participant - Tamara Gabisova. 
http://www.sevos.alania.net/2006/06-07/06-07-22/07-kultura.htm 

 
Larissa Mamitova, CC Alumna from Vladikavkaz ‘Rights of the Disabled’ group was 
interviewed extensively for an NPR story covering the Beslan school terrorist siege. It is 
available here:  
http://www.npr.org/templates/stations/schedule/index.php?prgId=17&showNav=1 

 
Articles covering Ekaterinburg group ‘Media and Elections’ were received from the ‘Ural 
Pipeline,’ ‘Our Home – Our City,’ and ‘The Ural Worker’ gazettes. They have been 
attached as report Annex 2. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
During the month of August, program administration for year two was designed in 
comparison with budget for year two.  A stronger contracting mechanism for field 
contractors has been devised that will allow a larger, more stable network of coordinators 
for year two at less cost to the program. 
  
Staffing:  
Nadia Fomina was hired to work as content and information manager for Project 
Harmony’s Community Connections website. She will coordinate information and 
implementation for all five recruiting countries during year two of programming. 

 
September 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Recruiting for the first CC/Russia Year 2 group (Rights of the Disabled) was successfully 
started in the Khabarovsk region. 

 
Svetlana Laletina, Far East CCF Coordinator, presented Community Connections Russia 
Program during Festival of International Partnership Achievements in Vladivostok on 
September 13. 

 
Follow on surveying of two Far East groups (Electronic Media and Newspaper 
Management, as well as Corruption Awareness, Prevention, and Prosecution took place 
on September 22. 

 
Follow on surveying of alumni of the ‘Civic Activism and Volunteerism’ group met 
together on September 23-24 to develop future plans of cooperation between their NGOs. 

 - 53 - 

http://www.sevos.alania.net/2006/06-07/06-07-22/07-kultura.htm
http://www.npr.org/templates/stations/schedule/index.php?prgId=17&showNav=1


 
Alumni debriefings were held in Yekaterinburg (Urban Development, Elections and 
Media) and Maikop (Local Economic Development). 

 
September was primarily dedicated to development of the program’s website, 
compilation of follow on reports, translation of said reports, and solicitation of success 
stories from alumni.  

 
Project Harmony’s proposal for year two recruiting themes and regions was received by 
USAID/Russia on July 18, 2006. As of the end of September no final confirmation on 
year two activities had been received. 

 
Media Coverage: 
Irina Grebneva (Electronic Media) and Irina Shumeiko (Civic Volunteerism) published a 
series of articles about their training in the US. 

 
Grebneva's articles: 
http://www.arsvest.ru/archive/issue698/economy/view9588.html 
http://www.arsvest.ru/archive/issue699/economy/view9617.html 
http://www.arsvest.ru/archive/issue701/economy/view9676.html 

 
Shumeiko's articles: 
http://primorochka.nakhodka.ru/article_show.asp?id=75 

 
On September 12 about 20 Irkutsk region graduates of various American exchange 
programs met with US Ambassador William Burns. Eleanor Kez, Civic Engagement 
group participant who traveled to the US in April presented the Community Connections 
program. The press release on the meeting was published on the CC web site, and text for 
an upcoming publication about the meeting was submitted to USAID, the Embassy, and 
World Learning. 

 
On September 16 one of the alumni from the Rights of Disabled group (Vladikavkaz) 
spoke of her experience on a local television program.  
 
 
Staffing: Yulia Yevtushok joined CC/Russia as program coordinator. 

 
 

Project Harmony / Ukraine 
April 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On April 27, 2006, the Central Election Committee began registering national deputies 
from the five political parties that passed the 3% barrier in the March 26, 2006 
parliamentary elections. The Parliament of Ukraine, Verkhovna Rada, is expected to 
conduct its first meeting in late May.  The first order of business will be establishing a 
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new government within the allotted 60 days.  Once this is done, the CC staff will be able 
to proceed with the Capacity Building for Legislators program. 

 
USAID/UA approved the final three VERFs for 2006 and the proposed travel dates:  
Youth Advocacy (Vinnytsya Oblast) September 6-27, 2006; Energy Efficiency (Lviv 
Oblast) September 27 – October 11, 2006; NGO Management: Regional Branches of 
Accountancy Professional Associations (country-wide) September 28 – October 19, 
2006. 

 
Tier One Orientations were conducted for the Press Club (April 1, 2006 in Kyiv) and 
HIV/AIDS (April 2, 2006 in Crimea) groups. Semi-finalists took part in team building 
exercises, received information relating to their program and provided documents 
necessary to apply for J-1 visas.  Two CC alumnae, Halyna Kiselyova and Nataliya 
Rymarenko, who traveled to the U.S. in 2003 on an HIV/AIDS related theme, attended 
the event in Simferopol. They both made excellent presentations and answered many 
questions that interested the group. 

 
CC staff traveled to Luhansk (April 3-7, 2006), Odesa and Mykolayiv (April 10-14, 
2006) and Vinnytsya (April 17-21, 2006) to conduct promotion, recruitment and 
consultations for programs. 

 
During his trip for the Community Foundation/Local Resource Mobilization program to 
Luhansk Oblast, Oleh Davydenko, in addition to the oblast capital, was able to visits five 
other cities: Severdonetsk, Lysychans’k, Slovyanoserbs’k, Stakhanov and Alchevs’k.  In 
Luhansk he met with representatives of various NGOs, the Regional Department of 
Registration and Monitoring of NGOs, the Department of Internal Affairs of the Regional 
State Administration, the Economic and Business Development Commission of the 
Luhansk Regional State Administration, the Department of Science and Education of the 
Luhansk Regional State Administration, the Department of Labor and Social Protection 
of the Luhansk City Executive Council, the Luhansk Regional Department of Labor and 
Social Protection, the Agency of Regional Development of the Association of Ukrainian 
Cities, the Association of Support and Development of Self-government,  the Department 
of International Affairs of the Luhansk Regional Chamber of Commerce,  the Luhansk 
Mediation Group, the Luhansk Regional State Employment Center. 

 
Oleh had the following meetings in the regions: 
In Severdonetsk at the Agency of Community Development, and the local branch of the 
Ukrainian Entrepreneurial Union, the Family and Youth Department of the City 
Administration;  in Lysychans’k at the Educational and Consulting Center, the 
Department of Internal Affairs of the City Executive Council; at the Slovyanoserbs’k 
City Administration; in Stakhanov and Alchevs’k with various NGOs and municipal 
departments. 

 
Oleh Davydenko and Simon Rasin traveled to Odesa and Mykolayiv for the 
Community/Neighborhood Associations and Waste Management programs.  They spent 
the first two days working together in Odesa, Oleh focusing mainly on the 
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Community/Neighborhood Association theme and Simon on Waste Management.  For 
the last three days of their trip, they each recruited for both programs with Oleh traveling 
to Mykolayiv and Simon staying in Odesa Oblast.  Together they met with executive 
officers of waste management companies, various regional level government service 
officials and others. 
Simon met with representatives of the NGO and business communities, faculty from the 
Odesa State Ecological University, the head of the department of ecological analytical 
control of the Odesa Regional Ecological Administration, the Chair of the Board of 
Directors of the Odesa Stock Market Group and the Dutch Ukrainian Business Club, the 
head of the regional Ecological Control Inspection Service for Odesa.  While in these 
cities, Simon had the opportunity to share information about the two programs with 
business community representatives, the heads of the municipal utilities departments, the 
director of the local hauling service, a vice mayor for city utility services,  a water supply 
company director, a director of the bio-remediation services company, several CC 
alumni. Simon also had a radio interview on the Odesa Regional Radio Station which 
was taped and broadcast several times. 

 
In Odesa, Oleh met with representatives of the NGO and business communities, the 
deputy director of the Odesa Regional Department of Ecology Safety, the head of the 
department of regulating the use of land resources and waste management, the head of 
the sub-department of the Odesa Department of Housing and Communal Services.  In 
Mykolayiv, he met with the deputy mayor, the head and deputy head of the department 
regulating the use of land resources and waste management of the Regional Department 
of Ecology Safety, staff of the local Chamber of Commerce and the Mykolayiv Business 
Development and Support Center, the director of the Mykolayiv Development Fund, 
several CC program alumni. 

 
The final recruitment trip in April was performed by Simon Rasin to Vinnytsya for the 
Youth Advocacy program.  During his one week in the oblast, Simon also traveled to two 
smaller cities to which he brought along a film crew from one of the local TV stations – 
Khmelnyk, northwest of the regional center and Ladyzhyn in the southeast. He held many 
meetings, presentations and consultations.  Among the individuals he had discussions 
with were the city mayor, the head of the department of the City Center of Social 
Services for Family, Children and Youth, the director of the Center for Social 
Technologies, members of a youth NGO – the Equal Opportunities Club, a CC alumni 
who is the director of another NGO working with youth, the deputy director of the 
Vinnytsya Agency for Entrepreneurship Development, the director of the Forum Youth 
Center.  Simon and Ivanna made a presentation at the U.S. Department of State’s Internet 
Access and Training Program center at which twelve NGO and state organization 
representatives were present. 

 
In Khmelnyk, Simon met with the head of the Family and Youth Service Department and 
other professionals from organizations, state agencies and NGOs working with youth. He 
also had a chance to acquaint the city mayor with the program. 
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In Ladyzhyn, Simon met with the deputy director of the social service for family and 
youth, a representative from the municipal services for juveniles and was able to make a 
presentation in front of a 150-person audience, which included educational department 
executives, other state agencies and NGOs providing services for youth.  He also gave an 
interview for a local newspaper.  The CC Kyiv office has a DVD of taped meetings in 
these cities. 

 
As a result of the March recruitment in Kirovohrad in March, 81 applications were 
received for the Small Towns Clubs/After School Children’s Club Management program 
by the April 17, 2006 deadline.  The application evaluation panel took place on April 26th 
and 31 of the candidates were recommended for interviews, which will take place in 
May.  The application readers were Olesya Karpiak Yehorova, a cultural affairs assistant 
at the Public Affairs Section (PAS) of the U.S. Embassy in Kyiv.  She was the initiator of 
the program theme.  Her partner was Ihor Sushchenko who works with various NGOs in 
Ukraine as a trainer of trainers.    He is the author and co-author of many publications, 
manuals and textbooks on subjects dealing with the democratization of institutions and 
processes. He has coordinated various projects specifically for youth and participated in 
many conferences seminars and other training activities.  Tamara Palyvoda from 
USAID/UA was present at the panel meeting.  She later sent information that USAID/UA 
had concurred with the World Learning recommendation memo and the hosting 
organization for this group will be the Tulsa Global Alliance in Oklahoma. 

 
USAID/UA agreed to the International Visitors Center of Chicago as the hosting 
institution for the NGO Management Press Clubs program.  World Learning confirmed 
that, despite the date change, The HIV/AIDS Combating Stigma and Discrimination 
group would still be traveling to Metrolina in Charlotte, N.C. 

 
At the request of Ivanna Reed, Tamara Palyvoda reviewed all the Ukrainian language CC 
promotional materials and made several changes. 

 
Nearly all of the 29 semi-finalists that make up the Press Clubs and HIV/AIDS groups 
have received R3 approval. CC program coordinators are awaiting information on when 
the DS2019 forms will arrive in the field so that visa interviews can be scheduled.  
Several of the semi-finalists had to get international passports and their documents were 
submitted separately.  One individual still has not received a passport. 

 
 

Meetings 
On April 14, 2006 Ivanna took part in the Edmund S. Muskie Program Alumni Career 
Forum, sponsored by the U.S. Embassy, the Alumni Resource Center, American 
Councils, IREX, Fulbright and several local businesses.  She took the opportunity to 
distribute general information about the CC Program and to discuss program themes with 
Muskie alumni. 

 
On April 17, 2006, Ivanna took part in an event sponsored by the American Chamber of 
Commerce, which arranged for members to hear and question former Ukrainian Prime 
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Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko.  Her political bloc, BYT, received the second highest 
number of votes in the March Parliamentary elections.  It and the Socialist Party of 
Ukraine are trying to negotiate a coalition with the Our Ukraine party, whose titular head 
is the president, Viktor Yushchenko. 

 
During the month of April Ivanna Reed had several telephone meetings with Yevheniya 
Malikova of USAID/UA to discuss details of the NGO Management: 
Professional/Business Associations Program participant profile.  She also spoke with 
Barry Pitt, Chief of Party of Pragma which is responsible for the USAID funded 
accounting reform project. 

 
Media Coverage: 
As mentioned above, press conferences were held in Kirovohrad, Odesa, Mykolayiv and 
Vinnytsya. Information was picked up by Radio Svoboda and placed on its web site; 
advertising appeared in newspapers, on radio and TV. 

 
Six journalists and seven NGO representatives attended the press conference held at the 
Luhansk Press Club of Reforms on April 6, 2006.  The program was promoted through 
ten ads in three regions-wide newspapers, eleven ads in four city newspapers (Luhansk, 
Severdonetsk, Antratsyt, Krasnyy Luch) and twenty-eight minutes of advertising on the 
local State Radio station.  As a result of this promotional trip, 60 applications were 
collected and the panel review was scheduled for May 4, 2006. 

 
A press conference took place in Odesa at the Porto Franko Press Club with over 20 
journalists present including regional television radio and news agency representatives.  
Among these was Radio Svoboda, which later posted information about the program on 
its local web site.  Mykolayiv the press conference was held at the City Executive 
Council with journalists, several TV channels and around 20 people from NGOs and 
businesses. Extensive consultations were provided on the last recruitment day in each 
city.  Advertising was placed in city and regional newspapers and on several radio 
stations. 

 
The Ladyzhyn press conference took place at the Press Club of Reforms and Ivanna Reed 
joined Simon for this event.  Thirteen news agencies, radio and/or television journalists 
were present.  Material from the press conference was later shown as part of a live TV 
broadcast interview with Simon.  The Project Harmony Kyiv office has a DVD of both 
events. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
During April, the CC program was able to realize almost $2,500 in through media 
discounts and other cost shares.   
 
May 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
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On 12 May, Project Harmony was able to open a bank account for the Community 
Connections Program. By the end of the month all HCN permanent full time-staff (five 
employees) were registered with the General Management for Services to Foreign 
Representatives Offices (GDIP).  This is the quasi-government organization through 
which assistance projects funded by foreign governments are able to hire and compensate 
HCN staff and pay all required employer payroll taxes.  The staff was registered based on 
contracts that reflect local labor laws.      

 
Ivanna Reed attended a farewell reception for outgoing U.S. Ambassador John E. Herbst 
on 18 May.   President Bush nominated William B. Taylor, Jr. as the new ambassador to 
Ukraine on 1 May and the Senate confirmed this appointment on 26 May.  As yet, there 
has been no announcement by the U.S. Embassy about the arrival schedule of the new 
ambassador.    

 
The first meeting of the new Parliament took place on 24 May.  After a brief session the 
deputies adjourned until 7 June.  During this break legislators are planning to continue 
negotiations to form a coalition government.   At an informal meeting at USAID/UA on 
31 May, Tamara Palyvoda, CC activities manager and Ivanna Reed once again discussed 
the Capacity Building for Legislators program.  It was agreed that the composition, status 
of the group and other issues would be discussed with USAID/UA leadership in June.  
Once decisions are made, PH will be able to proceed with recruitment for this program.           

 
Interviews for the Small Towns Clubs/After School Children’s Clubs program were 
conducted in Kirovohrad on 3-4 May.  Oleh Davydenko from PH was joined by 
Valentyna Haloutkina, a 2003 CC alumna from Odesa and Oleksiy Buyadzhy, Director of 
an Odesa based NGO, “Novi Imena,” whose goal is to develop sexual and gender 
education and prevent negative social phenomena for youth.  On 20 May, Tier I 
Orientation for the group was held in Kirovohrad by Olya Svyrydenko (PH). All fifteen 
semi-finalists were present and had prepared the necessary J-1 visa documents, as 
instructed. A couple of the participants did not have international passports but promised 
to expedite the process and deliver them to PH as soon as possible.  The orientation was 
also attended by a 2003 CC NGO group alumna who spoke about her experience on the 
program.  The group was excited to learn that a host organization, Tulsa Global Alliance, 
had been approved and that the finalists would be traveling to Oklahoma in August.  It 
was extremely helpful to be able to share the preliminary activities list with the 
semifinalists.  Ten airline tickets for this group have been reserved with Delta and the 
proposed itinerary forwarded to WL/DC.  Required bio-data information on the semi-
finalists was submitted to USAID/UA on 12 May for initial RSO visa clearance.  At the 
end of the month, this clearance still had not been received.  Therefore, based on 
instructions from the USAID/UA visa processing unit, R2 verification could not be 
entered into TraiNet.  Nevertheless, on 31 May, all the necessary forms for a J-1 visa (full 
biographical forms, signed conditions, DS-156, -157, -158 forms, medical clearances and 
passports) were delivered by PH to USAID/UA for all but one participant who was still 
waiting to receive an international passport.  N.B.  During Tier I, it was discovered that 
one of the semi-finalists, Olena Arutyunyan, has good friends in the U.S. and that she and 
her husband have previously applied for and been denied tourist visas to the U.S.          

 - 59 - 



 
An evaluation panel met in Kyiv on 4 May to review the Community Foundation/Local 
Resource Mobilization applications received from Luhansk.  Members were Kseniya 
Temnenko, Senior Consultant in Monitoring and Evaluation/Financial Viability Program 
Manager of the Institute of Sustainable Communities/Ukraine Citizen Action Network 
(ISC/UCAN), Kyiv – a USAID-sponsored project and Svitlana Kuts,  president of the Center 
for Philanthropy in Kyiv. They designated 32 individuals for interviews. These took place 
in Luhansk on 10-11 May.  Olya Svyrydenko (PH) was accompanied by Nataliya 
Belyukina, 2003 CC NGO group alumna and Deputy Director of the Regional Social 
Partnership Centre for Sumy, Donetsk and Cherkasy regions of Ukraine and Olha Datsko, 
a consultant/trainer from Luhansk working in the sphere of mediation.  The fifteen semi-
finalists they recommended were approved by USAID/UA and the required bio-data 
information for initial RSO clearance was submitted to USAID/UA at the same time as 
the Kirovohrad groups with the same results (see above).  On 26 May, Simon Rasin (PH) 
conducted a Tier I orientation in Luhansk for this group and began the collection of 
necessary J-1 visa documents.  Simon’s report about the behavior of some of the semi-
finalists during this activity necessitated a re-ranking of their positions within the group.   

 
Promotion of the Energy Efficiency program took place in Lviv oblast 15 – 19 May. 
During his recruitment trip, Simon Rasin (PH) met with the Head of the Energy 
Efficiency Department in Lviv who is a local representative of the National Energy 
Efficiency Agency and the deputy head of the Fuel and Energy Department at the Lviv 
City Administration.  He had a teleconference and several meetings with the special 
public relations aid to the newly elected mayor of Lviv.  Simon also had meetings with 
the Director of a private energy company and the CEO of a para-statal one.  Both work in 
Lviv region.  Also on the regional level, Simon met with the Head of the Organizational 
Department of the Lviv Regional Council (a 1999 CC alumnus), the head of the Regional 
Council Energy Efficiency Commission, the Deputy Governor of Lviv region, deputy 
mayors from two other cities in the oblast (Chervonohrad and Drohobych), the regional 
representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Simon also met with representatives of 
business and municipal structures in Lviv city and region.           The press conference for 
the program, held on 16 May, drew twenty people, fourteen of them representing the 
media.   Advertising on one radio station (10 ads) and in three regional newspapers (6 ads 
each – two of them in one newspaper for free) announced the program.  The application 
deadline was set of 8 June.  On 30 May, USAID/UA approved the WL recommendation 
selecting World Affairs Council of Oregon to be the hosting organization for this group.    

 
Evaluation panels for the two Odesa/Mykolayiv programs, Community/Neighborhood 
Associations and Waste Management took place in Kyiv on 17 May.  Valeriy Rubtsov, 
Director of the Institute of Local Democracy and Nataliya Dryomina, Anti-
Corruption/Good Governance Coordinator for the American Bar Association, Central 
European and Eurasian Law Initiative (ABA/CEELI) in Kyiv, Muskie Program Alumni 
and former CC logistics coordinator (PH, Kyiv) were the readers for 
Community/Neighborhood Associations.   Readers for Waste Management were former 
CC program coordinator (PH, Kyiv), Alisa Moldavanova, who currently works as an 
advisor/assistant to a national deputy and ex-Minister of Culture of Ukraine and Mykola 
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Shchepets, Director of the State Municipal Enterprise “Pleso” (responsible for ecological 
safety of all water reservoirs and open waters in Kyiv).  
 
Interviews for these two groups were conducted in Odesa 24 – 26 May.  Ira Tushnytska 
(PH) was accompanied by Nataliya Dryomina and Taras Lychuk, from Rivne, Co-
director and Co-founder of the Ukrainian American Environmental Association, 
specialist of the Center for International and Regional Relations of the National 
University of Water Management and Nature Conservation (Rivne). They conducted 47 
seven interviews (25 Community/Neighborhood Associations and 22 Waste 
Management) and designated fifteen semi-finalists for each program whose bio-data 
information was submitted to USAID on 31 May for initial RSO clearance.  On 12 May, 
USAID/UA approved Cincinnati-Ukraine Partnership as the hosting organization.       

  
The Youth Advocacy program (Vinnytsya) drew 132 applications.   On 22 May, the 
panel met in Kyiv to evaluate the applications.  Readers were Nina Dementiyevska,  
Board Chair of a resource-methodological center, coordinator of the program I*EARN, 
trainer, participant of many U.S. DoS funded programs/conferences  and Serhiy Burov 
who manages several civic education projects for youth, monitors human rights and leads 
trainings. He is an alumnus of the Library of Congress Open World Program.  They 
designated 42 candidates who will be interviewed in June.               

 
Nationwide promotion of the NGO Management Accountancy Professional Associations 
Program took please during the month of May with 8 June set as the application deadline.  
Program announcements were circulated to a host of accounting/bookkeeping 
associations that require certification.  Ira Tushnytska made presentations to three such 
organizations in Kyiv.  Ivanna Reed participated in two of these (on 18 and 19 May).     
 
The first visa J-1 visa interviews, for eleven semi-finalists of the Press Clubs group, took 
place on 26 May.  No one was denied a visa however the visas will only be printed once a 
final security check is completed.        

   
Ivanna Reed submitted to PH her ideas for a Flight Risk Plan, suggestions on how to 
better collect and share bio-data participant information, ways to improve the participant 
profile section of the application.  

 
 
 

Meetings 
On 23 May, Ivanna Reed and Olya Svyrydenko conducted a special presentation for 
representatives of USAID/UA technical offices.  In preparation, Ivanna wrote a step-by-
step description of CC to be used as an internal document by USAID/UA and a template 
for suggesting themes and regions.  About fifteen people attended the presentation and 
were asked to submit their ideas by 31 August to the USAID CC activities manager 
Tamara Palyvoda.    
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On 25 May, Ivanna Reed and Evgenii Grigorenko had a follow up meeting at GDIP (see 
above) to initiate employee registration process.  

 
On 29 May, Ivanna Reed and Evgenii Grigorenko had a meeting with the corporate client 
department of the local Delta Airlines office to discuss travel for the CC groups including 
itineraries, meets/greets, ticket prices, discounts, etc.   

 
On 31 May, Ivanna Reed took part in a special anti-corruption consultation at 
USAID/UA.  The Kyiv mission is implementing a program that seeks to mainstream anti-
corruption activities by partner organizations.  She was asked to prepare a document 
identifying any forces of corruption in three areas: administrative in implementing the 
program, relating to participants and within the program themes.  Activities to counter 
manifest and latent source of corruption are also to be suggested and ways of measuring 
their success.             

 
Cost –Saving Measures: 
During May, the CC program was able to realize $509 through media discounts and other 
cost shares.   
 
June 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On 1 June, Ivanna Reed conducted a staff meeting regarding the new USAID anti-
corruption program in Ukraine. All program implementers were asked by USAID to 
mainstream anti-corruption activities into regular programs.  Ivanna has been in 
communication with World Learning staff to share issues relating to this topic and 
identify ways that discussions can be included into U.S. program activities.  A 
mainstreaming table assessing areas of corruption in Ukraine as they relate to CC 
program implementation and program themes was submitted, as requested  to USAID on 
7 June.   

 
On 2 June, Ivanna attended a meeting at the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy 
with the Consular Officer responsible for issuing J-1 visas.  Procedures and timeline for 
scheduling individual and group J visa appointments for program participants were 
discussed. CC in Ukraine will continue to get all necessary clearances (security and 
medical) and to initiate DS2019 forms through USAID.  However, we will now work 
directly with the consular division to obtain J-1 visas for semi-finalists.   

 
On 6 June, Ivanna held a staff training to review the flight risk plan that had been 
developed by CC field offices.    
During the month of June, CC program staff in Ukraine: 
1) Conducted application review panels for two programs: Energy Efficiency (Lviv) and 
NGO Management-Accountancy (nationwide); 
2) Conducted interviews for two programs: Youth Advocacy (Vinnytsya) and NGO 
Management – Accountancy (nationwide);     
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3) Conducted TIER I orientations for three programs: Waste Management, Community 
Neighborhood Associations (Odesa/Mykolayiv) and Youth Advocacy (Vinnytsya).        

 
Meetings: 
As mentioned above, on 2 June, Ivanna Reed attended a meeting with the U.S. Embassy 
Consular Officer.    
 
July 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On July 5-6 staff conducted interviews for the Energy Efficiency Program in Lviv. 

 
On July 11 a Tier Two Orientation was held for the first group to leave Ukraine – 
HIV/AIDS Combating Stigma and Discrimination.  The event was attended by Nancy 
Godfrey, Director of the Office of Health and Social Transition, USAID/UA who 
addressed the ten finalists from Crimea based on talking points provided by Ivanna Reed.  
Also present were: Maryana Kulya, Project Manager of the Institute for Sustainable 
Communities – Ukraine Citizen Action Network (ISC-UCAN) HIV/AIDS Initiative; 
Olesya Karpiak Iegorova, Cultural Affairs Assistant at PAS;  Svitlana Kolesnik, Program 
Management Assistant, Office of Democracy and Governance, USAID/UA and Tamara 
Palyvoda, the CC Program Activity Manager, USAID/UA.  A brief report of the event, 
written by Ivanna Reed for the USAID/UA electronic newsletter is attached separately. 

 
Another Tier Two Orientation was held on July 12 for the NGO Management - Press 
Clubs group.  Svitlana Kolesnik and Tamara Palyvoda were once again present and spoke 
to the group about program goals and USAID expectations of the participants upon their 
return to Ukraine. 

 
Both groups participated actively in their PDOs and were very excited about beginning 
their U.S. programs.  One difficulty that arose was how to organize travel to the airport.  
The flight departure times for the groups was very early in the morning which meant that 
the participants had to be at the airport by 04.30-05.00 - before public transportation is 
running.  Because they had to go to the airport while public buses were available, 
participants ended up spending a sleepless night at the airport (and arrived at their U.S. 
destinations very tired).  A solution would be to offer hotel rooms and organized 
transportation for groups leaving this early in the day from money saved in the travel 
budget.  Most ticket prices are coming in well under the $1700 international ticket price 
allowance. 

 
Ukraine CC staff created a power point presentation to use at Tier Two Orientations that 
shows the relationships and responsibilities of the various individuals and organizations 
involved in CC.  It illustrates to participants how the program is funded, the tasks of each 
entity and what the role of participants is in the program. 

 
The Tier One Orientation for the NGO Management – Accountancy (nationwide) took 
place on July 15 in Kyiv. 
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The Small Town Clubs/After School Children’s Clubs Management semi-finalists 
received their J-1 visas on July 25. 

 
As U.S. hosting institutions are selected and approved Ukraine program staff is working 
with Delta Airlines representatives to decide best itineraries for Ukrainian groups.  
Because the Vinnytsya group has a disabled participant, travel plans are being worked out 
with Delta to assure adequate assistance is provided by the airlines en route from Kyiv to 
Tulsa. 

 
Meetings: 
On July 5, Ivanna Reed attended a meeting with the new Ambassador to Ukraine, 
William Taylor.  The American Chamber of Commerce organized the event.  In his 
remarks, Ambassador Taylor underscored the importance of various academic and 
training programs sponsored by the U.S. government, accented the recently announced 
anti-corruption project and reiterated the Embassy’s commitment to work with any 
democratically and constitutionally formed coalition. 

 
On July 17, Ivanna attended a forum, “Kyiv Perspective” organized by the mayor’s 
office.  The main focus of the gathering was to discuss the role of business and the NGO 
sector in the future development of the capital. 

 
On July 19, Ivanna met with the international advisor of the USAID funded capital 
markets development project to talk about the realities and “man-in-the- street” 
perceptions of this sector and what CC can provide as a program. 
 
Staffing:   
Simon Rasin’s last day with Project Harmony was July 7. 

 
August 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On 10 August 2006, a new coalition government was created by deputies and parties of 
the Verkhovna Rada, the parliamentary structure of Ukraine.  Viktor Yanukovych was 
confirmed as the Prime Minister, a position he held previously in 2003-2004.  
Immediately after, Parliament declared a break until new sessions start in September.   
Once this happens, CC staff will be able to begin recruiting for the Capacity Building for 
Legislators program that was approved in the FY 05-06 budget. 

 
On 23 August 2006 a Tier II PDO was held for participants of the Small Town 
Clubs/After School Children’s Clubs Management program from Kirovohrad.  The group 
will be hosted by the Tulsa (OK) Global Alliance. 

 
Six more groups of semi-finalists received their J-1 visas during the month of August.  So 
far, only one person, out of over 130 semi-finalists, did not receive RSO clearance and 
had to be disqualified from participating in the program competition. 
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Several other questions came up about applicants’ eligibility to take part in CC.  These 
involved previous participation on USG programs, the two-year home stay requirement, 
dismissal from work and cancellation of references.  Several semi-finalists had to decline 
participation in the program for personal reasons. 

 
CC Program Coordinators in Kyiv continued to experience problems with the 
transmission of HAC information into TraiNet.  It is not clear if this is a country specific 
issue or if it occurs in other countries. 

 
Project Harmony/CC staff compared the existing CC application form to required 
TraiNet and visa information and made several adjustments in the form which will result 
in better data collection. 

 
Meetings: 
On 3 August 2006, Ivanna Reed and other CC staff spoke briefly with a few returned 
participants of the HIV/AIDS program (International House of Metrolina - Charlotte, 
NC/12 July – 2 August) as they transited through Kyiv to Crimea.  Speaking for the 
entire group, they pronounced every aspect of their program as excellent and promised to 
stop by the office in the future and provide more details. 

 
On 18 August 2006, staff met with USAID/UA CC activity manager, Tamara Palyvoda 
to review Project Harmony program proposals for FY 06-07. USAID technical officers 
must submit their ideas by 31 August 2006.  Also discussed were several existing 
procedures, when to notify semi-finalists of their finalist/alternate status, whom to invite 
to Tier I and Tier II PDOs, who should be issued DS 2019 forms and J-1 visas. These 
topics will be addressed more fully in the near future and changes implemented with new 
groups. 

 
On 21 August 2006, Ivanna Reed and Program Coordinator Olya Svyrydenko debriefed 
several members of the Press Club group (IVC – Chicago, IL/13 July – 3 August).  
Generally, the participants gave their program a very high rating.  Two suggestions they 
made should be taken under consideration: 1) that HOs should provide information in 
advance or a background session during the first few days of a program, dealing with the 
history, current state, etc. of the topic area in the U.S. so that participants have a way to 
compare the situation in their home country and 2) that U.S. presentations have some 
relevance to participants’ needs and, ideally, that presenters have some knowledge of 
conditions in participants’ home country. 

 
On 29 August 2006, Ivanna Reed and Program Coordinator Svyrydenko met with the 
president of the Ukrainian Association of Book Publishers, Oleksandr Afonin, to discuss 
book publishing as a possible theme. 

 
September  2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
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During this month, six Tier II PDOs were conducted for departing groups. Finalists of the 
Youth Advocacy (Vinnytsya), Community Foundation/Local Resource Mobilization 
(Luhansk), Community/Neighborhood Associations (Odesa/Mykolayiv), Waste 
Management (Odesa/Mykolayiv), Energy Efficiency (Lviv) and Regional Branches of 
Accountancy Associations (country-wide) programs received final pre-program and 
travel instructions from field office staff.  Beyond the materials that were presented, 
participants had many questions about their US programs which staff were not able to 
answer because each host organization handles program details differently.  However, it 
is hoped that there will be more systematization among HOs in the future so that 
participants can be told how they will be met, how and when they will receive their 
maintenance money and book allowances, etc. 

 
Two groups returned from the US in September: Small Town Clubs (Kirovohrad), Youth 
Advocacy (Vinnytsya) and Community Foundations/Local Resource Mobilization. PH 
Ukraine received an end of program summary report for the Kirovohrad group that was 
positive.  PH staff was able to meet the Vinnytsya group at the train station as 
participants transited home through Kyiv.  Their assessment of the US program was 
glowing. 

 
Kyiv continued to experience vagaries in the TraiNet VCS system, many of them 
unexplained and or unexplainable. 

 
Program Coordinator, Olya Svyrydenko began creating material for the Ukrainian page 
of the CC website. 

 
On September 19, Ivanna Reed attended a USAID/UA reception for the new Deputy 
Mission Director, Peter Agro. 

 
Meetings: 
PH Kyiv staff met to create a list of proposed themes and regions for FY06-07 CC 
programs.  The team then divided up the list to research and write detailed descriptions of 
the suggested topics. 

 
On 26 September, Ivanna Reed attended the USAID/UA review committee meeting to 
discuss and approve CC topics for next year.  Ten themes were selected from over twenty 
submissions. 

 
Staffing: In accordance with Ukrainian labor laws, employment contracts were renewed 
for HCN staff.  Because budget information was unavailable, the terms of the contracts 
are 1 October 2006 – 31 January 2007.  At that time they will need to be renewed once 
again based on funding. Program Coordinator Oleh Davydenko did no renew his contract. 
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American Councils/Belarus 
April 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
An advertising campaign for four professional groups begun by American Councils 
(ACER/ACTR). (33 target organizations were informed through e-mail, phone and 
meetings.) 
 
Contracts for the interviewers and application readers were prepared and signed by 
ACER.ACER conducted CEPA testing for 10 professional candidates (9 finalists and 1 
alternate). 
 
A presentation of the CC Program Green Tourism Development was conducted by 
ACER/ACTR at the Belarusian Exhibition of Tourism (35 professionals attended). 
Medical forms were prepared by ACER and approved by USAID.  Contract with medical 
clinic LODE was prepared by ACER and verified by ACER lawyers. Contract was 
subsequently sent to LODE for signature. Meeting with LODE by May 22nd. Finalists’ 
profiles were completed by ACER and sent on to World Learning.  Reject letters for CC-
IFRS were prepared and sent by ACER to non-pass candidates. CC-IFRS applications 
were archived by ACER. 

 
ACER contacted possible interviewers and application readers for the CC Professional 
selection process (rounds 1 and 2). Request to fill in medical form and receive 
confirmation of legal status from the local police district was sent to finalists and 
alternates by ACER.  
 
May / 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Application Evaluation form were translated into Russian for CC Professional experts  
and the Preventing Child Abuse Programs. R-1 for the CC Professional Preventing 
Child Abuse and Neglect took place. Applications were delivered to readers for Legal 
Clinics and Preventing Child Abuse programs.  
Legal Clinics panel completed the list of semifinalists and the semifinalists were  
informed  and interviews were conducted. Regret letters to Legal Clinics program were 
distributed. 
Database for the following themes was developed: Preventing Child Abuse and 
Neglect; Farmers Association Development, and Green Tourism 
 
June / 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Medical Examination Forms for IFRS program were collected from LODE.  
Information for Legal Clinics finalists and alternates (police records request, medical 
forms and instructions for applicants) was sent to participants. 13 interviews for 
Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect program were conducted at PAS. Profiles for the 
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Legal Clinics were completed. PDO for the Financial Accounting program conducted by 
American Center staff. 
J-1 related documents for CC Program Business group were filed. Consultations were 
conducted for finalists regarding J-1 related documents. Instructions for filling out DS 
forms prepared and sent to program participants. Sites for PDOs (Preventing Child Abuse 
and Neglect and Legal Clinics) were arranged. DS-156s were signed by business group 
finalists.  
 
Working plan for Green Tourism was created and sent to USAID. PDO documents were 
translated from English into Russian.  Potential experts were contact for Green Tourism 
application reading and interviews. 
 
Profiles for Legal Clinics and Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect programs were sent to 
WL. 23 medical forms for medical clearance were taken to LODE. Program schedule and 
placement information distributed to finalists of Bus. Group  

 
July  2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC Professional Program/ Green tourism Group were informed about their program  
Applications and other R1 and R2 materials for the CC Professional Green tourism 
Group were filed.  
Air tickets for two CC Groups: Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect and Legal Clinical 
Education were ordered.  
Medical Examination Forms with Waiver request for the CC Professional programs: 
Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect and Legal Clinical Education were submitted to 
USAID. 
CC Professional Program/ Green tourism Group Applicants were informed about their 
program status. Finalists and Alternates were provided with J-1 Related documents 
(Police Records request, Medical forms and instructions). 
Application Reading Committee members were provided with applications and 
appropriate instructions. 
Second tier of J-1 related documents was sent to CC Professional Program/ Green 
tourism Group participants 
Conclusive semifinalist rankings for submission to the selection committee completed. 
Finalists of Business Group were invited for the interview to the US Consulate.  
Visas for CC Business Group participants were issued. Interviews were conducted with 
applicants for the “Farmers’ Associations Development” program. Finalists and 
Alternates were informed about their status. Visas for CC Legal Clinics participants were 
issued. 
 
Staffing 
Yuliya Popruzhenko, Community Connections Program Coordinator, 7 August 2006 – 
New Hire 
Olga Prushak, Community Connections Program Assistant, 10 July 2006 – New Hire 
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August / 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC Professional/ Green Tourism Development Group J-1 related documents proofread, 
sorted and filed. PDO for CC Professional/Green Tourism Development Group 
conducted by ACER staff. Medical examination forms for CC Professional/ Green 
Tourism Development Group were taken to medical center LODE.  J-1 related 
documents for CC Professional Program/Green Tourism Development group were filed.  
J-1 related documents for CC Professional/ Green Tourism Development group delivered 
to USAID. 
 
DS-forms with instructions were prepared and sent to the CC Professional/Farmers 
Association Development group. Medical examination forms with instructions were e-
mailed to CC Professional/ Farmers Association Development group. Finalists of CC 
Professional/Farmers Association Development group were contacted to check on 
document progress.   PDO for the CC Professional/Farmers Association Development 
group was scheduled, site arranged, and participants informed. f. J-1 related documents 
for CC Professional Program/Farmers Association Development group were proofread, 
sorted and filed. 
 
Research was conducted to develop CC-2007 and the Visitor Exchange Concepts were 
completed. 
 
The CC Professional/Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect group, Legal Clinics group,  
and the Financial Accountancy group  returned to Belarus, greeted at the airport, and 
informed about reentry seminar. 
 
Staffing  
August 7, 2006 – new hire for  position of CC Program Manager, Julia Popruzhenko  

 
September/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events 
Materials for our pre-departure orientations were revised, the content updated and the 
format reformatted as a booklet. On September 4, 2006, a publishing house was contacted 
and the electronic version was printed four days later. At the last in this cycle pre-
departure orientations for Farmers’ Associations Development group held on September 
10, 2006, participants used the updated version – an informational brochure the American 
Center dubbed Trip to the USA. 

Much attention was devoted to the development of a Community Connections Alumni 
Association and a plan of Alumni activities was drawn up. The American Center’s first 
two re-entry/evaluation seminars were prepared for the alumni of our Legal Clinics and 
Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect groups on September 26 and 28, respectively. Prior 
to the meeting, necessary evaluation tools were developed, namely sets of performance 
indicators that reflect the dimensions of Community Connection implementer work. The 
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sets were arranged into a survey that was offered to alumni and allowed them to evaluate 
our performance through both program review and through an assessment of professional 
opportunities that may open for them as a result of their participation in the program.  

The arrangements necessary for medical and security clearance for the Farmers’ 
Associations Development group were made throughout the month (visits to the clinic, 
documents to USAID, etc.). Personal profiles of Green Tourism Development and 
Farmers’ Associations Development participants were prepared by American Center staff 
and sent to the host organizations on September 21-22. The VEP data for all programs 
were updated in TraiNet. Community Connections staff researched and developed Visitor 
Exchange Concepts for seven new themes and presented to USAID. 

Meetings 
On September 20 American Center staff participated in a conference for American 
Corners Directors. Information on the Community Connections program was distributed 
directly to the directors and PAS staff. 

 
American Councils/Kazakhstan 

 
April  2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
Provided Tier 2 Orientation for 10 finalists of Youth NGOs group in Almaty 
Visa, logistical and departure assistance was provided for two groups; Kazakhstan Youth 
NGO, Healthy Lifestyle Group from Tajikistan. 
  Provided consultations for 22 applicants from Growth of Small and      Medium 
Enterprise theme in Kostanai. 
Conducted Application Reading Committee and identified 19 semifinalists 
for Growth of SMEs in Kazakhstan group. 
Health Financing Options VERF was finalized and sent to USAID Mission for approval 
      
Meetings: 
Meetings were organized for USAID/CAR Democracy and Media Officer, Igor Tupitsyn 
and Program Support Officer, Rabiga Baytokova with Youth NGO group after Tier 2 
training. 
A meeting was held with Mr. Albert Rau, deputy Akim of Kostanai oblast 
during consultations visit to Kostanai. 
Met with USAID funded Enterprise Development Project officers to  
solicit their recommendations on submitting Business Associations VERF.       
 
Media Coverage: 
Two Kostanai oblast newspapers published articles on CC program 
activities in Kostanai oblast.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
2 CC program information articles were published for free of charge 
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in 2 oblast level newspapers. 
 
Staffing: 
Aijamal Duishebaeva, new CC program assistant, started her duties in AC from April 10, 
2006. 
 
May 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Provided interviews with Support for the Growth of SMEs program semifinalists in 
Kostanai and Astana 
Provided Press briefing with Youth NGOs group upon their return to Almaty.   
Organized logistical support for the Healthy Lifestyle Tajikistan group as they transited 
Almaty on their way home after completing program.   
Organized and conducted Tier 1 training for the Support for the Growth of SMEs group 
in Kostanai 
Health Financing Options VERF was approved, all data from the VERF was transferred 
to WL via TraiNet 
Health Financing Options recruitment materials were put on the CC program CAR 
website. 

 
Meetings: 
CC Youth NGO program participants met with Virginija Morgan,  
USAID/CAR Outreach Specialist, Maria Stefurak, USAID/CAR DM 
CC point person and Baytokova Rabiga, USAID/CAR Senior Training Specialist during 
the press briefing upon their arrival to Almaty from US.  
Aijamal Duishebaeva, CC program assistant visited WL and AC 
Washington DC offices 

 
Media Coverage: 
An article on press briefing with Youth NGO group was published at  
National newspaper “Liter” 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Health Financing Options program information and recruitment materials were 
distributed among nominated candidates and target organizations via e-mails and CC 
program website. 
  
Dan Wienecke, PC volunteer and Jack Seitz, Fulbright scholar were  
involved in interviewing SME candidates in Kostanai 

 
June 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
CC program coordinator provided consultations with the Health Financing Options  
program applicants in Astana and Kokshetau. 
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Business Associations VERF was approved, all data from the VERF was transferred to 
WL via TraiNet.   
Business Associations recruitment materials were put on the CC program CAR website.   
Organized and conducted Health Financing Options applications Review and 15 
semifinalists were approved by USAID/CAR 

 
Meetings: 
CC program staff visited the CAR Forum of Entrepreneurs to present Business 
Associations CC program recruitment materials. 

 
Media Coverage: 

Received 2 video press conference materials organized by 3 CC Youth NGO 
alumni from East Kazakhstan oblast 
 

Cost -Saving Measures:  
Business Associations program information and recruitment materials were distributed 
among nominated candidates and target organizations via e-mails and CC program 
website.  
Chris Norris, PCV and Vladimir Ryaguzov, local NGO leader were  
invited to the Health Financing Options program applications review procedure.  

 
July 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
CC program staff provided Tier 2 for SME group and 9 participants successfully arrived 
in the US. 
Provided consultations for Business Associations in Astana and Almaty.   
Provided interviews with Health Financing Options program semifinalists in Astana, 
Almaty and Ust- Kamenogorsk with the assistance of 3 PCVs in those regions. 
15 HFO program finalists and alternates were approved by USAID   
Organized and conducted Business Associations applications review and 13 semifinalists 
were approved USAID/CAR 
CC program staff organized logistical support for the Tourism Tajikistan group as they 
transited Almaty on their way to the USA 
Organized briefing with the SME group upon their program completing 

   
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CC staff sent all Tier1 documents and visa/medical forms to HFO finalists and alternates 
to be filled and sent back to AC office for submitting all appropriate VISA/HAC 
documents. It was decided to provide one PDO in Almaty before departure, since 
materials for Tier 1 were reviewed by participants.  
PCVs Chris Norris, Kristin Ruger, Hillary Murphy, Daniel Wienecke were involved into 
participant selection procedures for HFO and BA programs.  

 
August 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
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CC program staff provided Tier 2 for Health Financing Options group and 10 participants 
successfully arrived in the US. 

Provided interviews with Business Associations program semifinalists in Astana and 
Almaty.   
13 BA program finalists and alternates were approved by USAID 
Provided English Testing for 13 Business Association program finalists and alternates in 
Astana and Almaty. 
CC program staff organized logistical support for the Tourism Tajikistan group as they 
arrived in Almaty from the US on their way home to Dushanbe 
Organized briefing with the SME group upon their program completion 
CC program staff took part in CC program surveys provided by USAID/CAR (attached 
materials) 

 
Meetings: 
HFO program participants, CC program staff had a meeting with  
USAID/CAR officers, Rabiga Baytokova, Senior Training Specialist, 
Azima Rouzzouddinova, Health/Education office representative and Sheila O’Dougherty, 
USAID-funded ZdravPlus II Project regional director. The meeting participants talked on 
program goals and post program possible activities. 

                     
Media Coverage: 
2 Kostanai newspaper articles on SME program participants and 2 video news excerpts 
from a Youth program participants’ conference in Ust-Kamenogorsk were sent to AC DC 
office.                  

 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CC staff sent all Tier1 documents and visa/medical forms to BA finalists and alternates to 
be filled and sent back to AC office for submitting all appropriate VISA/HAC 
documents. It was decided to provide one PDO in Almaty before departure, because of 
the high cost of bringing participants together from geographically separated regions.  
Materials for Tier 1 were reviewed by participants.  
PCVs Amanda Haase, Chris Norris, Kristin Ruger were involved into participant 
selection procedures for BA program.  
 
English Language Testing: 
Number of English language proficiency tests administered: 13 
Total number of test sessions administered:  3 
Number of CC candidates administered the test: 13 
 
 
September 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
CC program staff provided briefing with the Health Financing Options group upon their 
program completion. 
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Religion in Secular Society program VERF was approved.  Recruitment materials were 
designed for the RSS program and the application form and information letters were put 
on the CC/CAR website. 
 
CC program staff provided information meetings on RSS program at 4 cities of 
Kazakhstan. (Pavlodar, Ekibastuz, Semei and Ust-Kamenogorsk). 51 participants 
representing various religious organizations and local government officials dealing with 
these organizations attended the meetings.  
 
 
 
Meetings 
During the visits to Pavlodar and Ust- kamenogorsk CC program staff had meetings with 
Youth NGO and Health Financing program alumnus. Ainura Shaikhimova,  Anara 
Zhakupova, Youth NGO CC alumnus and Shakirt Duissupov, Health Financing CC 
alumni took part at the Round Table meetings in 3 cities.  

 
Media Coverage: 
Kostanai newspaper published 2 articles on SME program participants.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CC staff received all visa/medical forms from BA finalists and alternates.  
PCVs Chris Norris, Kristin Ruger was involved in participant selection procedures for 
BA program.  

 
English Language Testing: 
Number of English language proficiency tests administered: 15 
Total number of test sessions administered:  3 
Number of CC candidates administered the test: 15 new candidates 
 
 
 

American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 
April - 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On April 1st, 2006, the First Tier PDO was held in Bishkek where all NGO and 
Associations group Finalists and Alternates participated. In accordance with the program 
rules, all candidates had to bring their international passports for prompt visa issuance on 
that day. As turned out three participants could not provide the passports by the given 
deadline and were disqualified. 
 
On April 6th, 2006, the First Tier PDO took place in Osh for the southern finalists and 
alternates. During both PDOs all visa forms were completed and all necessary documents 
were prepared. 
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On April 12th, 2006, the Program Specialist received the notification from USAID/CAR/ 
Kyrgyzstan/Osh about unprofessional behavior of CCP finalist Kyvanychbek Turdubaev. 
The candidate was subsequently disqualified and substituted by alternate candidate 
Akbermet Matyeva after the unprofessional behavior was reported by USAID contractor 
Urban Institute, who had worked closely with Turdubaev and his agency  
 
On April 27th, the NGO and Association group was interviewed by the Consular Officer 
in the US Embassy in Kyrgyzstan and received US visas on April 28. 
 
On May 2nd, the NGO and Association group had their second Pre-Departure Orientation, 
and participants left for their program in Boston the following day. 

 
Three VERFs: “Religious Diversity, Osh”, “Religious Diversity, Naryn and Issykkul” 
and “Religion in Secular Society, Talas, Bishkek and Chui” were developed and 
approved, and the recruiting schedules were elaborated. 
 
From April 25 to April 28, 2006 the Country Director, Kimberly Verkuilen, Program 
Assistant, Manas Mambetsadykov and the representative from USAID/CAR/Uzbekistan 
David Hunsicker made a recruiting trip to Osh region and conducted presentations and 
meetings with different religious organizations, such as mosques, religious NGOs, 
theological departments, medresses, kaziyats and agencies of religious affairs.  More than 
170 people in total attended the meetings, and about 300 applications were distributed as 
hard copies and CD-disks. It is important to note that believers of different faiths had an 
equal chance to learn about the program and received application forms.  
 
The application forms and promotional materials were translated into Kyrgyz, and with 
the help of the colleagues from Tashkent office, into Uzbek.   
 
Meetings:  
On April 4th, 2006 the Program Specialist was present at the lecture “Muslims in the 
USA” organized by the American University in Central Asia (AUCA), Bishkek, where 
she met Ahmed Younis, National Director, Muslim Public Affairs Council. The lecture 
was in the form of open discussion and touched many current issues, such as religion 
pluralism in the USA, interaction between the State and religion, the history of religious 
conflicts in the USA and many other questions. 

 
On April 10th, 2006, the Country Director, the Program Specialist and the Program 
Assistant had a meeting with the head of the Agency of Religious Affairs, Umurzak 
Mamausupov. The meeting served as an official launch for three upcoming religious 
topics for the Community Connections Program in Kyrgyzstan and enlists the support 
and awareness of the state officials. 

 
On April 17th, 2006, the Country Director, the Program Specialist and the Program 
Assistant met the Main Mufti of all Muslims in Kyrgyzstan, Muratli Adjy Jumanov. The 
Mufti expressed a positive attitude towards the program and volunteered to spread the 
information among the regional branches of the religious structural organizations. 
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Cost -Saving Measures: 
While conducting the first pre-departure orientation that took place in the hotel 
“Alpinist”, there was a discount for the room rent. Instead of 100 US dollars, the 
administration of the hotel agreed to charge 60 dollars due to the small number of the 
participants. 

 
As the program participants from regions have their relatives and friends in the capital, 
the program did not have to pay for their accommodation during their visa interviews and 
the second orientation program. 
 
 
May-2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On May 2nd, the Second Tier PDO was held in the hotel “Dostuk” where the NGO group 
was informed about their host-families, got their Visitor Exchange Plan, received the air-
tickets and passports.  On the next day the first group departed from the airport “Manas”, 
International Airport to US. 
 
From May 3rd to May 6th, recruiting trip on the theme “Religious Diversity” to Naryn 
oblast was undertaken.  The Program Assistant visited Kochkor village mosque and 
talked to the main Imam-Hatib of the region Mahmud ajy about the program.  In the 
telephone conversation before there was supposed to be a meeting with regional imams 
and medrese students, but at the meeting only the Imam Hatib of Kochkor - Mahmud ajy 
was there.  Fifteen application forms were given out to the Imam Hatib for the further 
distribution.  He showed a great interest in the program and promised to fill out an 
application form himself.  The same day afternoon, there was a meeting in Naryn oblast 
Kaziyat. Three imams and the Kazy assistant attended it.  The Kazy was not there as he 
had family problems.  About twenty-five application forms were left in the Kaziyat for 
the further distribution.  The next day, the recruiting team went to At Bashy village and 
talked to local imam, Duishenbiev Rahat, and his assistants.  They were very interested in 
the program and expressed appreciation to the funding agency for such a great possibility 
to learn about religious diversity.  They took about twenty application forms and 
promised to distribute them among regional imams.  As the medrese near At Bashy was 
not working during this period of the year, the At Bashy Imam also promised to spread 
the information to those medrese students.  That afternoon, the Program Assistant visited 
a Baptist church in Naryn and talked to Amantur Abdi uulu.  He came alone for the 
meeting and said he would distribute approximately twenty application forms. 
 
From May 10th to May 12th, the Program Specialist conducted consultations for the theme 
“Religious Diversity – Osh” in the “Soros Foundation” recourse center.  In total, twenty-
five people came for the consultations and six applications were submitted.  Moreover, 
additional recruitment took place and the Program Specialist distributed fifteen 
applications among the students of Kyrgyz-Uzbek University and Theological 
department of Osh State University.  
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On May 10th, the Program Assistant went to Issyk-Kul oblast and started his recruiting in 
Balykchy, where he met with Balykchy Imam Hatib Isakonov Choyubek ajy.  The Imam 
Hatib promised to give out twenty applications to regional imams and interested people.  
After Balykchi, there was an appointment to meet the Toru Aigyr village Imam Hatib 
Ajibaev Beshi ajy, who took about twenty application forms and told about the medrese 
in Grigorievka village.  The recruiting team decided to visit the Grigorievka medrese.  
The director of the medrese, Bashirov Eshimbai accepted the Program Assistant and took 
about fifteen application forms for distribution.  He was very interested in the program 
and promised to encourage his students and teachers to fill out the application form.  The 
last meeting for May 10th was in Tyup, where the Program Assistant met with Tyup 
Imam Hatib Ubraev Turguanly ajy, who was very interested in this program and was very 
upset to find out that he can not apply for the program due to the age limit (30 years old), 
and he asked for the same kind of program for an older people next year.  He received 
twenty application forms to distribute in the Tyup region.  May 11th was supposed to start 
with the meeting in Kaziyat, but the meeting was postponed for the afternoon, because 
the Kazy, Sagyndykov Almaz ajy, was not able to attend the meeting, as he left for a 
religious service in a nearby village.  Seven young women from Muttakalim religious 
school attended the meeting and they received about fifteen application forms and 
showed great interest, and asked many questions about the program.  After midday 
prayers there was a meeting with the Kazy of Issyk Kul oblast and all of the people who 
came for the prayers.  They asked many questions about the program, and even older 
people showed great interest. The Kazy took about 30 application forms for the further 
distribution.  During this day, the Program Assistant went to the Orthodox Church to talk 
to Parson Sergei, who listened about the program but was not very enthusiastic about it. 
He took about fifteen application forms and promised to distribute among his 
congregation.  On the way back from Karakol on May 12th, the recruiting team stopped at 
three small village mosques in Kurmontu, Bosteri and Chong Sary Oi, and left about 
twenty application forms. 
 
A Community Connections consultation trip to Naryn took place from May 17th to May 
19th.  The NDI resource center in Naryn agreed to host consultations in their training 
room for two days.  The first day nobody came for consultations, so the Program 
Assistant decided to visit the main mosque and conduct additional recruitment.  The next 
day only one person came for the consultation and asked some questions about the 
application.  On the second day of consultations the Program Assistant visited the Baptist 
Church, there they said they distributed applications but have no questions.  On the way 
to Naryn and on the way back, the recruiting team stopped in Kochkor village but met the 
same problem-all the applications were distributed, but no one came for the arranged 
consultations. 
 
From May 22nd to May 24th, the Program Assistant conducted consultations for Issyk-kul 
region. The Program Assistant first visited Balykchi, Toru Aigyr, Grigorievka and Tyup. 
A few people came for the consultations in the mentioned above places  In the 
Grigorievka medrese, three teachers came for the consultations who had started to fill out 
the application forms, they asked questions about questions in the application and about 
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recommendation forms.  Also, one teacher from Grigorievka gave his application and 
others promised to bring to Bishkek before the deadline. On May 23rd, there was 
supposed to be a meeting in the Kaziyat, but there was no one there at the appointed time.  
On the next day there was a meeting in Muttakalim, where five young women came, 
asked a lot of questions and showed their almost completed application forms, which they 
promised to turn in as soon as their recommendation forms were completed. 
 
From May 22nd to May 24th, Program Specialist undertook a recruiting trip to Talas 
Region on the theme “Religion in Secular Society” where she met the representatives of 
the oblast and city administrations working on religious affairs.  Both meetings were 
productive and the Program Specialist left twenty applications for each person for further 
distribution. It is significant to note that the representative of the City Administration 
Osmonalieva Chinara was very active and helpful and helped to found many religious 
leaders of the region.  The Program Specialist met with the representative of different 
religious confessions such as the Protestant Church, Mosques, the Russian Orthodox 
Parson and a Jehovah’s Witnesses group.  Apart from this, meetings with an active NGO 
“Souz-edinenie”, NGO “Aikol”, NDI resource center, and Soros Foundation Center took 
place. During the recruiting trip, fifty applications were distributed and thirty applications 
were left for the further distribution.  
 
On May 25th, the Program Specialist visited Tokmok town to recruit for the theme 
“Religion in Secular Society” and had meetings with the main Imam of Tokmok Mosque 
and active NGOs of the town. It turned out that the main Imam is the citizen of Kazakh 
Republic and cannot apply for the program, but promised to spread the information 
among the congregation.  Also the Program Specialist planned to meet with the Oblast 
Administration Representatives, but the meeting was postponed due to unexpected 
circumstances.  In Tokmok, the Program Specialist met with the representative of one of 
Tokmok’s most active NGO “Tseonis” and left 15 applications for further distribution. 
 
On May 26th, the group “NGO development and the role of the Associations” arrived 
from its professional internship in Boston, MA. The group was met in the airport and on 
the same day had a meeting with the Country Director, Program Specialist and Program 
Assistant in the office of American Councils.  The participants shared their experiences 
about the program and living with host-families. All of them noted that the component of 
living with the host-family is one of the most important in the program.  The group 
participants completed the TraiNet survey and were added to the alumni database. 
 
May 26th was the deadline for the theme “Religious Diversity – Osh” and forty-eight 
applications were submitted to the ACEELS office. After throughout pre-screening 
twelve applications were disqualified due to absence of obligatory application 
documents.  Thirty-six applications were translated into English and will be evaluated by 
the Application Review Panel.   
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
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During the recruiting trip to Naryn, Program Assistant negotiated a discount for the 
driver. Program paid for the driver 5 dollars per night instead of 15 dollars (the price for a 
regular overnight guest). 
 
June-2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
From June 4th to June 6th, the Program Specialist had a consultation trip to Talas.  The 
consultations took place in the “Soros Foundation” Resource Center and in the office of 
NGO “Soyuz-Edinenie”.  In total, eleven people came for the consultations.  Additional 
recruiting was made during the trip. The Program Specialist conducted a presentation in 
the City Administration office, where 9 people participated and met with two 
representatives of different religious faiths, where twenty applications were left.  
 
On June 3rd and 4th, the Application Reading Committee evaluated the application forms 
for the group “Religious Diversity –Osh”.  The evaluators were: Chad Sterbernz, 
Assistant Director, YES, ACCELS; Medina Aitieva, MA in Sociology, Lecturer, AUCA; 
Nazgul Shekekova, CCP Alumni 2003; and Nicholas Gray, Development Manager, 
Association of Civil Society Support Centers.  The Committee evaluated thirty-six 
application forms and twenty-five applicants were chosen for participation in the 
interview.  It was discovered during the reference background check that two applicants 
submitted reference letters from their relatives and they were asked to bring new 
recommendations for the interview.  
 
On June 10th and 11th, Manas Mambetsadykov, Program Assistant and Damian Wampler, 
Fulbright Researcher interviewed twenty-five applicants from Osh.  According to the 
results, ten participants were suggested as the finalists and five as alternate candidates 
and sent to USAID for the further approval.  However, the initial list of suggested 
candidates was not initially approved by the Mission because five candidates were from 
the same place (Osh State University) and, after a discussion with USAID/CAR/KCO, 
two finalists were replaced by the alternative candidates from other organizations.  
 
On June 9th, the Program Assistant participated in the “Religious Extremism, Terrorism 
and Regional Economic Cooperation” lecture, organized by the American University in 
Central Asia.  The Presenter was Major General Jamshed Ayaz Khan who is the 
President of Institute of Regional  
Studies.  He retired from the Pakistan Armed Forces four years ago.  The lecture touched 
different issues such as: “Security Issues in Central Asia”, “Geopolitical and Religious 
influence of Pakistan and Afghanistan to Central Asia”, “Religious Terrorism and its 
peculiarities in Central Asia”. 
 
June 9th, was the deadline for the theme: “Religious Diversity – Naryn and Issyk-Kul” 
and twenty-four applications were submitted to the ACEELS office.  After thorough pre-
screening, four applications were disqualified due to absence of obligatory application 
documents.  Twenty applications were translated into English and were evaluated by the 
Application Review Panel that took place on June 17th and 18th.  The readers were: Chad 

 - 79 - 



Sterbernz, Assistant Director, YES, ACCELS; Nicholas Gray, Development Manager, 
Association of Civil Society Support Centers; Rahim Ismailov, Program Manager, 
BOMCA/CADAP; and Kyial Toksonbaev, NDI, Program Assistant.  During the 
background check, that took place from June 20th to June 22nd, it was discovered, that two 
applicants submitted false recommendation letters and were disqualified.  As a result, 
eighteen candidates were invited for the interview that took place on June 23rd and 24th in 
the office of American Councils for International Education.  The Interview Panel 
consists of Manas Mambetsadykov, Program Assistant and Rick Gotwald, Peace Corp 
Volunteer.  The representative of USAID Myrza Karimov observed the interview during 
the second day.  Two applicants did not come for the interview due to unknown 
circumstances, and the rest of the applicants were interviewed and ranked by their scores.  
Based on the results of two selection committees, American Councils recommended only 
seven strong finalists and two alternative candidates for the participation in the group: 
“Religious Diversity – Naryn, Issyk-kul”  The list of the suggested finalist and alternates 
was sent to USAID for further approval.  
 
On June 13th, the Program Specialist participated in one-day seminar: “International 
religious freedom standards” organized by the AED/CAR and sponsored by 
USAD/CAR/KCO.  The seminar was conducted by the Professor Cole Durham, 
Professor of Law and Director of the International Center for Law and Religion Studies at 
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah.  Professor Durham is also a member of the 
OSCE Advisory Group of Experts on Freedom of Religion and Belief.  He has extensive 
experience in the legal systems of former Soviet countries.  
 
The participants of the seminar had a chance to discuss the relations between the State 
and the religion, mechanisms of their cooperation, international standards and many 
others.  
 
On June 22nd, the Program Specialist and the Program Assistant attended the National 
Fair of NGOs held in Bishkek and organized with the support of the Kyrgyzstan 
Association of NGOs.  This event brought NGOs, the government, and the private sector 
together and encouraged cross-sector cooperation.  Also the fair provided a forum for 
NGOs to exhibit their work in Kyrgyzstan. More that 55 NGOs participated in the event 
and different fields of their work were presented.  
One of the alumna of the Community Connections NGO group Abdieva Banur 
represented her region and was awarded in the category “The best NGO annual report”. 
Also, the Program Specialist and the Program Assistant met with the target group of the 
next theme: “Handicraft Small Business” and established contacts with the potential 
applicants.  

 
Meetings:  
On June 27, 2006 the Community Connections Program collective had a meeting with 
Myrza Karimov, Project Management Specialist, USAID/CAR/KCO where next CC 
theme was discussed and target group for the VERF was determined.  
 
Media Coverage:  
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NGO group alumna Abdieva Banur was interviewed by the Issyk-kul local newspaper 
“Issyk-kul News”, where she described her US internship with Community Connections 
Program and shared her experience about the program. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
During the interview for Osh group the alumna of the NGO group Ikbol Bakhramova 
agreed to host the interview for Osh participants in the Osh office of DCCA 
(Development and Cooperation in Central Asia) where she works as the coordinator. 
Roughly, $50 was cost-shared by DCCA. 
   
Rick Gotwald - Peace Corp volunteer conducted the interview and was not paid the 
honorarium of $80.  Instead, the program paid him $55 as travel and accommodation 
reimbursement. 

 
 

July-2006 
 

Noteworthy Events: 
On July 3rd, the Pre-Departure Orientation Tier1 took place in Osh, for participants of the 
“Religious Diversity-Osh”group.  Three participants (Finalists: Begmuradova Jiangul and 
Normatova Jypargul; and Alternate – Kozukulov Timur) did not come for the Orientation 
Program.  After following up with them Begmuradova and Narmatova refused to further 
participate in the program due to family circumstances. Kozukulov was invited to 
participate in another program.  During the Orientation Program, all participants said that 
they had faced problems with receiving international passports and the program staff 
decided to give an additional week for the passports procedures.  After the deadline, 
Ulyankina Olga did not submit her passport and was cancelled from the program. 

 
On July 18th, the Pre-Departure Orientation Tier 1 took place in Bishkek for the 
participants of the group: “Religious Diversity – Naryn and Issyk-kul”.  All candidates 
participated in the program and most of them submitted their international passports on 
time.  Only two candidates (Seidakov Kantemir and Abamuslimov Tynarbek) could not 
submit their international passports and were given additional week for the visa 
procedures.  After the deadline, Abamuslimov Tynarbek was disqualified from the 
program, as he could not receive his international passport. 

 
On July 20th, the visa documents for the participants from Osh group were submitted to 
the US Embassy and the day of the interview with the Consul was appointed for August 
10th. 

 
From July 29th to July 31st, the Application Review Committee took place in Bishkek.  
The Committee included Kimberly Verkuilen, Country Director, ACCELS; Manas 
Mambetsadykov, the Logistics Assistant, Community Connections; David Levy, 
Sociology Instructor, AUCA; and Svetlana Mamutova, Community Connections Program 
Alumna.  Twenty-eight applications were reviewed and evaluated. 
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On July 26th, the final version of the VERF for the theme: “Handicraft Small Business” 
was sent to the Mission for approval. On July 31st, ACCELS was informed that the VERF 
was signed. 

 
On July 29th, the Logistics Assistant visited the International Festival “Oimo” where 
handicrafts people from all over the Central Asia participated.  The Logistics Assistant 
met with the organizers of the Festival, collected contacts and did pre-recruiting for the 
next program: “Handicraft Small Business”  

 
Meetings:  
On July 14th, the Country Director had a meeting with Rabiga Baytokova, the Senior 
Training Specialist, USAID/Central Asia and Myza Karimov, the Project Management 
Specialist, USAID/CAR/KCO.  During the meeting, they discussed various program 
issues and future trends. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
While conducting the first pre-departure orientation for the Religious group from North at 
the hotel “Alpinist”, there was a discount for the room rent. Instead of 120 US dollars, the 
administration of the hotel agreed to charge 80 dollars due to the small number of the 
participants. 
 
August-2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On August 4th and 5th, twenty candidates were interviewed in the Bishkek office by 
Nathalie Losekoot, Associate Country Director, the Eurasia Foundation and Yulia 
Gorbunova, CC Program Specialist, ACCELS.  Two candidates could not participate in 
the interview as they were out of Kyrgyzstan on business trips. 

 
It was found out during the interview that one candidate, Murzahalilov Kanatbek, 
participated in a US government funded program two years ago and, at first, he was 
excluded from the list of suggested finalists as it was not clear what the dates were of his 
visa’s expiration and the type of visa he had.  However, after consultations with the 
Mission and the US Embassy Consular Section, the Program Specialist included this 
candidate in the list of suggested finalist. 

 
The suggested finalists and alternates list was composed and sent to USAID/CAR/KCO, 
and translation of the successful candidates’ applications into Russian was begun. 
 
The approved list of finalists and alternates was received on 15 of August 2006, and all 
candidates were informed of their status. Due to problems with issuing international 
passports in Kyrgyzstan, the passport deadline for all candidates was set as September 6, 
2006.   
 
From August 8th to August 11th, the first recruiting trip for “Handicraft Small Business” 
group to Naryn oblast was undertaken.  In Kochkor village, the Program Manager had 

 - 82 - 



several meetings with the leaders and members of three big handicraft organizations, 
which are: “Altyn Kol”; “Jailoo Tourism” and “Zina”, conducted presentations, 
distributed application forms and set up time and place for the following consultations.  
About thirty applications were left for further distribution.  In Naryn (oblast capital city) 
the Program Specialist met with the representatives of drop-off office (which is “Soros 
Foundation”), conducted presentations for handicraft people, published an advertisement 
about the program in a local newspaper and gave an advertisement on local radio.  In At-
Bashy (the most remote region of Naryn oblast), the Program Specialist met with the 
leader of the handicraft NGO Zumrat Shakenalieva, who is not eligible for participation 
due to age limit, but she promised to distribute the program info and applications among 
twenty handicraft people in her region.  
 
From August 15th to August 18th, the Program Specialist conducted recruiting in Issyk-
kul oblast and visited the largest oblast centers. First, Program Specialist introduced the 
program in Bokonbaevo village, which is famous for its Yurta makers and met with the 
leaders of four handicraft organizations: “Shoola”; “Art felt Studio”;” Altyn Oimok” and    
“Omor Kenchi”. In each place, the Program Specialist was shown the technological 
processes used, the manufacturing system and completed goods. The handicraft people 
received the application forms and appointed place and time for the consultations.  In 
Karakol (oblast capital city), the Program Specialist met with the representatives of drop-
off office and conducted a presentation, where 13 handicraft people presented and met 
with the leader of Community Based Tourism office, who primarily works with the 
handicraft people.  Also, the program Specialist gave the program advertisement on local 
radio and in a local newspaper.  In total, 60 applications were left in Karakol for further 
distribution. 
 
On August 10th, the Religious Diversity-Osh group was interviewed by the Consular 
officer in the US Embassy in Kyrgyzstan and received US visas. 
 
On August 14th, the Second Tier PDO for “Religious Diversity Group-Osh” was held in 
the hotel “Alpinist” where the group was informed about their host-families, got their 
Visitor Exchange Plan, received air-tickets and passports.  On the next day, the first 
group departed from the “Manas” International Airport to US. 
From August 22nd to August 24th, the Program Specialist conducted consultations for the 
theme “Handicraft Small Business” in Naryn Oblast.  In total, twenty-four applicants 
came for consultations in Naryn oblast and five completed applications were submitted.  
Moreover, additional recruitment took place and the Program Specialist distributed ten 
applications among the Handicraft people of the oblast. 
 
From August 29th to August 31st, the Program Specialist conducted consultations for the 
theme “Handicraft Small Business” in Issyk-kul Oblast.  In total, fifteen applicants came 
for the consultations in Issyk-kul oblast and seven completed application forms were 
submitted.   
 
On August 24th, the Religious Diversity-Naryn and Issyk-kul group was interviewed by 
the Consular Officer in the US Embassy in Kyrgyzstan and received US visas. 
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On August 25th, the Second Tier PDO for “Religious Diversity Group-Naryn-Issyk-kul” 
was held in the hotel “Alpinist” where the group was informed about their host-families, 
got their Visitor Exchange Plan, and received air-tickets and passports.  On the August 
29th, the group departed from the “Manas” International Airport to US. 

 
Meetings:  
On August 17th, the Logistics Assistant participated in the meeting with Virginia Morgan, 
Regional Assistant Outreach Coordinator, with public outreach representatives of 
implementing partners, where the updated regulations about USAID public policy were 
introduced.   
 
 
Media Coverage:  
Naryn Oblast newspaper “Tenir-too” on 12th August and 20th August - advertisement 
block in Russian language.  
Issykkul Oblast newspaper “Vesti Issyk-kulya”on August 18th and August 22nd – 
advertisement block in Russian language. 
Naryn city radio “Almaz-Naryn”, from August 10th to August 18th - advertisement block 
in Russian language. 
Karakol city radio “WL”, from August 15th to August 24th - advertisement block in 
Russian language. 
 
September 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
September 5th, was the deadline for the theme: “Handicraft Small Business – Naryn and 
Issyk-Kul” and 73 applications were submitted to the ACEELS office.  After thorough 
pre-screening, 19 applications were disqualified due to absence of obligatory application 
documents.  54 applications were evaluated by the Application Review Panel that took 
place on September 9th and 10th.  The readers were: Nathalie Losekoot - The Eurasia 
Foundation, Associate Director; Hebb Berry - Aga Khan Educational Service, 
Consultant; Umutai Dauvletova - CCP alumna 2004; Medina Aitieva - AUCA, Sociology 
Instructor. During the background check, which took place from September 13th to 
September 15th, it was discovered that one applicant submitted a false recommendation 
letter and was disqualified.  As a result, 29 candidates were invited for interviews that 
took place on September 16th and 17th in the office of American Councils for 
International Education.  The Interview Panel consisted of Manas Mambetsadykov, 
Logistic Assistant, CCP; Cathy Lee Arcuino - Program Manager, IREX and Spencer J. 
Willig, Fulbright Fellow.  All applicants were interviewed and ranked by their scores.  
Based on the results of two selection committees, American Councils recommended 10 
finalists and 5 alternative candidates for participation in the group: “Handicraft Small 
Business – Naryn and Issyk-kul”.  The suggested finalists and alternates list was 
composed and sent to USAID/CAR/KCO, and translation of the successful candidates’ 
applications into English was begun.  There were seven suggested finalists from Issyk-
kul oblast and three finalists from Naryn oblast.  USAID/CAR/KCO recommends 
replacing finalists from Issyk-kul with alternate candidates from Naryn, to have equal 
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representatives from both oblasts, although before the recruiting USAID/CAR/KCO did 
not inform us about quotas for each oblast.  It is important to mention that Issyk-kul 
oblast is larger and more people applied from the oblast, so it follows that more finalists 
were suggested from Issyk-kul oblast.  After consultation with USAID/CAR/KCO, the 
necessary changes were made and the final list was approved.  
 
Due to problems with issuing international passports in Kyrgyzstan, the passport deadline 
for all candidates was set as October 8, 2006.   

 
On September 7th, the group “Religious Diversity - Osh” arrived from its professional 
internship in Boston, MA.  The group was met at the airport and on the same day had a 
meeting with the Program Specialist and Program Assistant in the office of American 
Councils.  The participants shared their experiences on the program and living with host-
families.  Group participants completed the TraiNet survey and were added to the alumni 
database.  

 
On September 21st, the group “Religious Diversity – Naryn” arrived from its professional 
internship in Chicago, IL.  The group was met at the airport and on the same day had a 
meeting with the Program Specialist and Program Assistant in the office of American 
Councils.  It is important to mention that during the Conference in Chicago on September 
4th and 5th the two religious groups met each other and had a chance to discuss different 
religious issues. 
 
On September 16th, Pre-Departure Orientation Tier 1 took place in Bishkek for the 
participants of the group: “Religion in Secular Society – Talas, Chui and Bishkek”.  All 
candidates participated in the program and all of them submitted their international 
passports on time. 
 
On September 22nd, 2006, a tickets request for Religion in Secular Society group was sent 
to the travel agency Sky Link and tickets were ordered.  However, after the 
correspondence with Sky Link, it was found out that the group would fly back from the 
USA one day earlier, due to the fact that 
there are no flights available for the original dates.  
 
On September 26th, the visa documents for the participants from RSS group were 
submitted to the US Embassy and the day of the interview with the Consul was appointed 
for October 26th. 
 
On September 26th, the medical documents for the participants from RSS group were 
submitted to the USAID/CAR/KCO for their review and approval.  

 
  

 
 
 
 

American Councils /Tajikistan 
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April  2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Tier II orientation for Healthy Lifestyles group was conducted as were interviews for the.  
Tourism Program   
 
Recruitment efforts for Religion in a Secular Society theme encountered broad support 
both from religious and government leaders.  This was great news considering that 
religion is a touchy topic in Tajikistan, where a civil war was fought over this very issue. 
 
Meetings: 
A meeting was held with the Head of Committee on Religious Affairs of Republic of 
Tajikistan to introduce the “Religion in a Secular Society” (RSS) of CC, receive 
permission for recruiting and discuss the process of selection. The following people were 
present at the meeting:  Mrs. Melissa Scherer, Deputy Director USAID/CAR/Dushanbe  
Mr. Evan McCarthy, Acting PAO, U.S. Embassy, Ms. Nisso Rahmonova, ACCELS 
Program Officer, and Mr. Dan Stanley, ACCELS Program Officer/Tajikistan 
 
A meeting with the tourism program Application Evaluators was held to train them on 
how to evaluate the applications.  
 
Several meetings were held with the Head of Hukumat in Rasht Valley, Head of Central 
Mosque in Garm city, Head of Mosque in Shul village, Head of Central Mosques, the 
Central Mosque in Isfara and Head of Mosque in Loy-oba village of Rasht Valley to 
discuss the Religion in Secular Society programs. Applications were distributed.  
 
A meeting was held with the Representative of Winrock International in Khujand 
Khurshed Korkunov to discuss Fruit and Vegetable Processing theme. 
 
 

 
Media Coverage: 
Advertisements for “Religion in a Secular Society” were placed in the following 
newspapers:  
1. “Asia-Plus” - local newspaper in Dushanbe 
2. “Vecherniy Dushanbe” - local newspaper in Dushanbe 
3. “Digest Press” - local newspaper in Dushanbe 
4. “Jumhuriyat” - local newspaper in Dushanbe 
5. “Charkhi Gardun” – local newspaper in Dushanbe 
6. “Oinai Garm”, local newspaper in Rasht Valley 
7. “Programma TV”, local newspaper in Khujand, Soughd Region  
8. “TV Isfara”, local TV in Isfara, Soughd Region 
 
An interview was conducted about the Religion in a Secular Society Program for local 
newspaper “Charkhi Gardun”  
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Cost -Saving Measures:  
For Religion in a Secular Society recruiting we were able to carpool with US embassy 
convoy traveling to the remote city of Garm, saving on travel expenses. 
 
U.S Embassy staff volunteered to evaluate applications for Tourism Program, resulting in 
honorarium savings.  (US embassy staff cannot accept honorariums).  
   
May 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Consultation Week for Religion in a Secular Society applicants.  
Conducted interviews for Tourism Program   
Press briefing in honor of successful return of Healthy Lifestyles Education group from 
the United States. The following people were present at the press briefing:  
Mr. Peter Argo, Country Director, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan  
Ms. Melissa Scherer, Deputy Officer, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan  
Ms. Sayora Khalimova, Information/Press Assistant, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan 
Mr. Jon Larsen, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Embassy in Tajikistan  
Mr. Almaz Saifutdinov, Information Assistant, US Embassy in Tajikistan 
Mrs. Matlyuba Mamajanova, Country Director, ACCELS/Tajikistan   
Ms. Nisso Rahmonova, Community Connections Program Manager/Tajikistan 
Mr. Dan Stanley, ACCELS Program Officer/Tajikistan 
 
The following media representatives were present at the press briefing:  
Local TV company “Safina”;  
Local Newspaper “Charkhi Gardun”;  
Local Newspaper “Asia Plus” 
Local Newspaper “Vecherniy Dushanbe”  
Radio “Sadoi Dushanbe”  
”Internews”   

 
The purpose of the press briefing was to allow HLE alum share their experiences in the 
US, present their new ideas and talk about their future plans. It should be noted that the 
briefing was very relevant and timing, since HL alumni’s first goal upon return was to 
approach the press in order to emphasize the importance of media in propagating healthy 
lifestyle and preventing disease and discuss their projects in collaboration with Tajik 
media. Their next step is to organize and conduct a round table inviting press, respective 
NGOs and government officials.  
 
The Tier I Orientation for the Tourism group was held. USAID Country Director Mr. 
Peter Agro and Deputy Country Director Ms. Melissa Scherer greeted and welcomed the 
CC/Tourism finalists and alternates to CC Program, wished them success and answered 
their questions related to CC program and American culture.   
 
Meetings: 
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Nisso Rahmonova and Dan Stanley met with Dr. Roberto Marin Sojo, Medical Director 
of Prospect Clinic in Dushanbe discuss possibilities of getting medical examinations for 
CC finalists/alternates for reasonable cost.  

 
Valikhon Begmatov, Head of Financial Department of TV “Safina”. Nisso Rahmonova, 
CC Program Manager and Zarrina Mukhitdinova, CC Logistics Coordinator met with the 
head of department to negotiate a contract between CC and TV “Safina” for full coverage 
of events related to Community Connections. Also, both parties agreed on some 
discounts for CC program. 

 
Mrs. Baytokova, Project Management Specialist, USAID/CAR visited Tajikistan and met 
with CC staff in Dushanbe. At the meeting the following people were present:  
Mrs. Rabiga Baytokova, Project Management Specialist, USAID/CAR 
Mrs. Melissa Scherer, Deputy Country Officer, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan 
Mrs. Matlyuba Mamajanova, Country Director, ACCELS/Tajikistan 
Ms. Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager/Tajikistan 
Mr. Daniel Stanley, ACCELS Program Officer 
Later the following alumni were invited to join the meeting with Mrs. Rabiga Baytokova:  
      Mr. Firuz Shukurov; Nasim Shaymurodov and Fazira Ergasheva 
 
Media Coverage: 
Community Connections staff invited media representatives to a press briefing held on 
May 23, 2006. Consequently, a number of articles were published in the following 
newspapers and news program of TV “Safina” had a full coverage of the press briefing:  
1. “Asia-Plus” - local newspaper in Dushanbe (online version of the article can be found 
here: http://www.asiaplus.tj/news/42/6640.html) 
2. “Vecherniy Dushanbe” - local newspaper in Dushanbe 
3. “Charkhi Gardun” – local newspaper in Dushanbe 
4. “Dun’yo”, local newspaper in Dushanbe 
5.  “Navid” news channel of TV “Safina”, local TV in Dushanbe 
6. “Sadoi Dushanbe” – local radio in Tajikistan  
June 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
CC staff conducted additional PDO for the Tourism group in order to open email 
accounts for participants, and introduce to other valuable tools such as how to use the 
Internet, the usefulness of business cards and how to get them.  CC staff rented site from 
Relief International with 8 computers at a discounted rate. 
 
Meetings: 
Tatyana Abdushukurov, Program Director, Open Society Institute (OSI) met with Dan 
Stanley and Nisso Rahmonova to discuss the structure of the upcoming Textbook 
Authors Program. OSI has conducted similar programs in the past.   
 
Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager and Matluba Mamajanova, AC Country 
Director met with Mr. Boboev Namoz, Head of Textbook Editing and Publishing 
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Department under Ministry of Education, to find out problems and challenges textbook 
authors of Tajikistan face while developing textbooks.  
 
Azim Baizoev, Textbook Author, willingly shared his ideas about developing textbook in 
Tajikistan, what challenges textbook authors face and ways to solve the problems.   
 
July 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
The US Embassy in Dushanbe opened a consular section.  This is good news for the 
Community Connections program in Tajikistan, since participants will no longer need to 
travel to Almaty, Kazakhstan to apply for US visas.  CC staffers are discussing visa 
procedures and schedules with Consular Officer Evan McCarthy to ensure smooth visa 
procurement for future programs. 
 
Recruiting started for Fruit and Vegetable Processing/Food Safety Program for Sugd 
Region of Tajikistan  
CC staff conducted Tier II PDO for Tourism group at Romit Resort of Dushanbe City. 
The following people attended the orientation:  
 Peter Argo – Country Director, USAID/CAR/Dushanbe  
Melissa Scherer – Deputy Director, USAID/CAR/Dushanbe Nino Nadiradze – Technical 
Advisor for Biodiversity Project, CARE International in Tajikistan  
CC staff conducted interviews for RSS program in Dushanbe. For Khujand candidates, 
phone interviews were arranged.  
 
Meetings: 
Madina Pulatova, Coordinator of American Corners in Khujand met with Nisso 
Rahmonova to discuss the upcoming recruiting process for F&V program for Sugd 
Region.  

 
Boboev Namoz, Head of Textbook Editing and Publishing Department under the 
Ministry of Education, organized a meeting with ten potential candidates for the 
Textbook Authors Program. Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager and Matluba 
Mamajanova, AC Country Director met with the candidates to introduce the CC program 
and explain the open competition process. All of them are willing to apply for the 
program and participate if they get selected. Also, general issues concerning textbook 
design were addressed, and incorporated into the Textbook VERF.   

 
Nisso Rahmonova met with Mr. Akhmedov, Head of Department of Agriculture, 
Hukumat of Sugd Region to distribute applications for the Fruit &Vegetable Processing 
program.  

 
Nisso Rahmonova met with Khurshed Korkunov, Regional Representative of Winrock 
International in Sugd Region to discuss potential for collaboration in promotion of the 
Fruit & Vegetable Processing program and to identify potential candidates for the 
program. 
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A list of selected finalists and alternates for the Religion in a Secular Society program 
was submitted to Davlatov Murodullo, Head of Committee on Religious Affairs, for his 
approval.  In attendance was Melissa Scherer, Deputy Director, USAID/CAR/Dushanbe 
and Nisso Rahmnova, CC Program Manager.  At the time of writing, the list of 10 
finalists had not yet been approved, forcing CC staff to push back the dates of the 
program. 
 
Troy Etulain, Country Director, Internews Networks met with Nisso Rahmonova and 
Dan Stanley to discuss the structure of the upcoming program for Journalism Professors. 
Mr. Etalain’s insights and suggestions have been incorporated into the VERF for this 
program.  
 
Melissa Scherer, Deputy Director, USAID/CAR/Dushanbe and Jon Larsen, PAO, US 
Embassy met with Dan Stanley and Nisso Rahmonova to identify potential themes for 
2007 CC program.    
 
Media Coverage: 
Asia Plus – Local Newspaper in Tajikistan: Healthy Lifestyles Education alumnus has 
published an article about her experience in the US while on CC program at City of            
Worcester, MA as part of her Action Plan;       -  
Kurer Tajikistana – Local Newspaper in Tajikistan: An article/fact sheet about CC           
program has been published.  
Varorud – local newspaper in Sugd Region (two weeks advertising for F&V Processing)   
Radio Tiroz – local radio in Sugd Region (four week advertising for F&V Processing)  
TV Sugd – local TV station in Sugd Region (four week advertising for F&V Processing)  
Programma TV – local newspaper in Sugd region (four week advertising for F&V      

        Processing)  
 

Cost -Saving Measures:  
Community Connections staff began to explore various participant travel options to the 
US now that participants will no longer need to travel to Almaty to apply for US visas.  
Not needing to lay over in Almaty for three days to pick up visas should result in 
significant cost savings. 

 
 
August 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Interviews with Radio “Ozodi” about Textbook Authors Program were conducted. 
Consultation hours were held for the Textbook Authors Program. 
The CC Interview Panel conducted interviews for F&V Processing Program in Sugd 
Region.   
Nisso Rahmonova conducted Tier I PDO for RSS participants in Sugd Region. 

 
Meetings: 
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A press briefing was given in honor of successful return of Tourism group.  The 
following people were present at the press briefing:  
Ms. Teddy Brayn, Country Director, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan  
Ms. Melissa Scherer, Deputy Officer, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan  
Mr. Suhrob Tursunov, Project Management Specialist, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan 
Mr. Ubaid Mirvaidulloev, Project Management Specialist, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan 
Mr. Nur Umarov, Information Assistant, U.S. Embassy in Tajikistan  
Ms. Nigina Alieva, Grant Manager, US Embassy in Tajikistan 
Mrs. Matlyuba Mamajanova, Country Director, ACCELS/Tajikistan   
Ms. Nisso Rahmonova, Community Connections Program Manager/Tajikistan 
Mr. Dan Stanley, ACCELS Program Officer/Tajikistan 

 
Media Coverage: 
- TV “Safina” – Local TV station in Tajikistan: a press briefing in honor of successful 
return of Tourism Group has been broadcast in a news channel “Navid” 
- Asia Plus – Local Newspaper in Tajikistan: Advertisement for Textbook Authors 
Program 
- Omuzgor – Local Newspaper in Tajikistan: Advertisement for Textbook Authors 
Program 
- Radio “Vatan” – Local radio in Tajikistan: Advertisement for Textbook Authors 
Program 
- Russian Radio “Orieno” – Russian radio in Tajikistan: Advertisement for Textbook     

  Authors Program 
- Varorud – local newspaper in Sugd Region (two weeks advertising for Journalism 
Professors)   
- Radio Tiroz – local radio in Sugd Region (three weeks advertising for Journalism 
Professors)  
- Radio “Ozodi” – Interview about Textbook Authors Program 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Community Connections staff requested USAID staff to cover their own expenses in 
cases of traveling to the regions to conduct interviews for various CC programs. The 
request has been accepted and approved by USAID.   
 

 
September/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Nisso Rahmonova conducted Tier I PDO for the Religion in Secular Society program in 
Dushanbe. 
The recently returned Tourism program participants made a presentation about their trip 
to Nevada/California and offered their recommendations for expanding nature-based 
tourism in Tajikistan. The presentation was held at the Committee on Forestry of 
Tajikistan. 
CC Interview Panel conducted interviews for the Secondary School Textbook Authors 
program. 
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Visa Interviews and PDO II were conducted for the Religion in a Secular Society group.  
Nisso Rahmonova conducted Tier I PDO for the Secondary School Textbook Authors 
group 

 
Meetings: 
Dan Stanley met with the Department of Health of Khorog City Hall to discuss health 
needs in the Pamir region, in anticipation of a potential Healthy Lifestyles program there 
next year. 
Nisso Rahmonova debriefed Teddy Brian, USAID Country Director about issues related 
to Community Connections.  In attendance: Ms. Teddy Brayn, Country Director, 
USAID/CAR/Tajikistan, Ms. Melissa Scherer, Deputy Officer, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan, 
and Ms. Nisso Rahmonova, Community Connections Program 
 
Media Coverage: 
An interview with the local newspaper “Sadoi Mardum” was conducted about the CC 
Program in Tajikistan. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
USAID approved the conducting of telephone interviews for applicants who are located 
far from Dushanbe, thus saving on candidate travel expenses. 

 
 

American Councils/Turkmenistan 
 

April 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events 
A Community Connections Recommendation Memorandum was approved by 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/EGAT – ISTI Inc. and forwarded to World 
Learning in Washington. The hosting organization selected for TM group Youth 
Alternatives to Drug Use is International Affairs Council for Research Triangle, NC. The 
final participants for the Youth Alternatives to Drug Use program have been selected. 
Translated application forms and candidate profiles were submitted to World Learning in 
Washington to be forwarded to the hosting organization. A Participant Approval Form 
for the group Youth Alternatives to Drug Use was approved by 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR. A Cover Letter for the Youth Alternatives 
to Drug Use group was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR. A 
Security Risk Determination package was prepared for each participant and submitted to 
USAID/CAR. A Tier I Orientation for the group Youth Alternatives to Drug Use was 
conducted on April 28, 2006.   
 
Completed application forms for the group Small Business Development for 
Entrepreneurs were submitted to the American Councils office in Turkmenistan on April 
27, 2006.     
 
Meetings 
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The Community Connections Program Coordinator had a meeting with the head of the 
International Department of the Chamber of Commerce of Turkmenistan. The goal of the 
meeting was to promote Community Connections program among government structures 
that can contribute to small business development in Turkmenistan. The CC program 
coordinator gave an outline of the program, its goals, and possible implications for 
Turkmenistan. The program coordinator also distributed business program application 
forms to be given to government officials who could participate in the program. 
 
 
 
Media Coverage 
Media coverage was not provided for the group “Small Business Development for 
Entrepreneurs” due to political considerations. The information was distributed through 
Enterprise Development Project (USAID project implemented by the Pragma 
Corporation), Union of Entrepreneurs, and government organizations that promote small 
business development in Turkmenistan. The selection of candidates was carried out in an 
open, merit-based competition. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures 
The Tier 1 Orientation was conducted at the American Councils Office in Turkmenistan. 
Thus, it became possible to save the money allocated for room rental. In addition to that, 
the interview committee for Youth Alternatives to Drug Use group consisted of 
representatives of USAID Mission in Turkmenistan and American Councils in 
Turkmenistan. In this connection, no money was spent on interviewers’ honoraria. 
 
May 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events 
Health and Accident Coverage information was entered into TraiNet based on participant 
medical certifications approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan. A Visitor Exchange Plan 
(VEP) and VEP Budget prepared by the WL were approved by 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan, USAID/CAR, and USAID/EGAT and forwarded to WL. 
ITIN package including W-7 and W-8BEN forms were prepared for each participant and 
delivered to the American Councils office in Washington, DC. On May 24 and May 30, 
2006 group participants had interviews at the Consular Department of the US Embassy in 
Ashgabat and received their visas. Tier II Orientation for the Youth Alternatives to Drug 
Use group was conducted on May 30, 2006. On May 31, 2006 Youth Alternatives to 
Drug Use group left for the United States. They will be visiting an International Affairs 
Council in Raleigh, NC. 
 
A Small Business Development VERF was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and 
submitted to USAID/CAR. Business group participant interviews were conducted on 
May 18-19, 2006. Based on the results of three rounds of participant selection 
(application review, interview, and English language test) only 6 participants were 
recommended to participate in the program. Taking into consideration this fact, it was 
decided to change the status of TM business group to professional. 
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A VERF for Road Traffic Safety was developed by the American Councils office in 
Ashgabat and submitted to USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan for review.  
 
 Councils office in Ashgabat and submitted to USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and 
USAID/CAR.      
 
 
Media Coverage 
Media coverage was not provided for the group “Small Business Development for 
Entrepreneurs” due to political considerations. The information was distributed through 
Enterprise Development Project (USAID project implemented by the Pragma 
Corporation), Union of Entrepreneurs, and government organizations that promote small 
business development in Turkmenistan. The selection of candidates was carried out in an 
open, merit-based competition that included application review, interview, and English 
language test. 
 
 
Cost -Saving Measures 
The Tier 2 Orientation was conducted at the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy 
in Turkmenistan. Thus, we were able to save $50 allocated for room rental. In addition to 
that, 40 pages of Tier 2 Orientation materials were translated by the American Councils 
staff in Ashgabat, which saved approximately $200. Finally, we managed to save $40 
allocated for interviewers’ honoraria by having a representative of the Enterprise 
Development Project (Pragma Corporation) on the interview committee for Small 
Business Development group. 
 
English Language Testing: 
Number of English language proficiency tests administered: 1 
 
On May 20, 2006 a Communicative English Proficiency Assessment test was 
administered by the American Councils staff in Turkmenistan. Sixteen CC candidates 
took the test as part of selection for Small Business Development program. 
 
June 2006 
 
Noteworthy Events 
The Youth Alternatives group successfully returned from Raleigh, NC on June 22, 2006. 
In Raleigh, they participated in a training developed and implemented by the 
International Affairs Council of Research Triangle, North Carolina. On June 28, 2006 a 
Debriefing Session for new Community Connections Alumni was conducted at the 
American Councils office in Ashgabat. At the Debriefing Session, the alumni shared their 
impressions of the trip to the U.S., described their Action Plans, and discussed future 
activities.     
 
A VERF for Road Traffic Safety was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan, 
USAID/CAR, and USAID/EGAT and submitted to World Learning. On June 21, 2006, a 
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WL Program Officer forwarded an Acknowledgement Memo for the Road Traffic Safety 
group, with the proposed dates for the training (Sept. 27 – Oct. 18, 2006). Upon the 
confirmation of the training dates, WL submitted a Program Outline Request (POR) to 
the American Councils office in Ashgabat for their concurrence.    
 
A VERF for the Religion in Secular Society group was approved by 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan, USAID/CAR, and USAID/EGAT and submitted to World 
Learning. On June 21, 2006, a WL Program Officer sent an Acknowledgement Memo for 
the Religion in Secular Society group, with a proposal for the training dates (Oct. 3 – Oct. 
24, 2006). The dates were changed to November 8 – November 29, 2006 by the 
American Councils office in Turkmenistan due to a scheduling conflict with the Ramadan 
holiday. Upon confirmation of the training dates, WL submitted a Program Outline 
Request (POR) to the American Councils office in Ashgabat for their concurrence. 
 
A VERF for a Small Business Development professional group was approved by 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and submitted to USAID/CAR.         
 
 
Meetings 
From June 26 through June 29, 2006 a Community Connections Program Coordinator 
had meetings with representatives of USAID Contractor organizations (ABA CEELI, 
Counterpart Consortium), the World Health Organization, and the National Red Crescent 
Society of Turkmenistan, as part of a recruitment campaign. The program coordinator 
described the goals of the program, discussed the qualifications of potential participants, 
and distributed professional program application forms.      
 
Media Coverage 
Media coverage is not provided for the group “Road Traffic Safety” due to political 
considerations. The information is distributed through USAID Contractors, the World 
Health Organization, the National Red Crescent Society of Turkmenistan, and the 
Ministry of Health and Medical Industry of Turkmenistan. The candidates for the 
program are recommended by USAID, USAID contractors, and government and non-
government organizations that focus on civic education issues. 
 
July/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events 
 
Consultation sessions with applicants for the Road Traffic Safety program were 
conducted at the American Councils office in Ashgabat and at 4 American Corners in 
other regions of Turkmenistan, from July 1 through July 14, 2006. The application 
deadline for Road Traffic Safety program was on July 14, 2006. American Councils for 
International Education in Ashgabat submitted a letter to the Ministry of Health, 
requesting the ministry’s assistance in recommending government officials to participate 
in this program.    
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A VERF for a Small Business Development professional group was approved by 
USAID/CAR and USAID/EGAT and submitted to World Learning. On July 12, 2006, a 
WL Program Officer sent an Acknowledgement Memo for the Small Business 
Development group, with a proposal for the training dates (Oct. 18 – Nov. 8, 2006). Upon 
confirmation of the training dates, WL submitted a Program Outline Request (POR) to 
the American Councils office in Ashgabat for their concurrence. American Councils for 
International Education in Ashgabat submitted a letter to the Chamber of Commerce 
requesting their assistance in recommending government officials to participate in this 
program. 
  
American Councils for International Education in Ashgabat submitted a letter to the 
Council on Religious Affairs of Turkmenistan requesting their assistance in 
recommending government officials to participate in the Religion in Secular Society 
program. Consultation sessions with applicants of Religion in Secular Society program 
were conducted at the American Councils office in Ashgabat and at 4 American Corners 
in other regions in Turkmenistan from July 19 through July 27, 2006.  
 
 
Meetings 
On July 20, 2006, Ms. Amy McGoldrick, and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova, representatives 
of American Councils for International Education Turkmenistan met with Mr. Andrew 
Maybrook, USAID/CAR. The goal of the meeting was to discuss Community 
Connections program in Turkmenistan, program successes, and challenges faced by 
program staff. American Councils and USAID/CAR went over program goals, exchanged 
their views on program operation in the country, and identified areas for improvement.   
 
From July 14 through July 18, 2006, the Community Connections Program Coordinator 
had meetings with representatives of USAID Contractor organizations (Winrock 
International, Counterpart Consortium, and Junior Achievement), the Union of 
Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan, “Hemayat” Economic Society, and “Bilgirje” 
Educational Center, as part of a recruitment campaign for the Small Business 
Development group. The program coordinator described the goals of the program, 
discussed the qualifications of potential participants, and distributed professional program 
application forms.      
 
Media Coverage 
Media coverage is not provided for the groups, “Small Business Development” and 
“Religion in Secular Society,” due to political considerations. Information about this 
program is distributed through USAID Contractors, the PRAGMA Corporation networks, 
Union of Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan, and Chamber of Commerce. The candidates for 
the program are recommended by USAID, USAID contractors, and government 
organizations that focus on small business development. 
 
August/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events 
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American Councils for International Education conducted interviews for Road Traffic 
Safety group participants on August 8-9, 2006. A list of finalists and alternates proposed 
by the American Councils was reviewed and approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan. 
Participant data was entered into TraiNet and forwarded to World Learning in 
Washington. A Participant Approval Form for Road Traffic Safety group was approved 
by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR. A Security Risk Determination 
package was prepared for each participant and submitted to the USAID/CAR. A Cover 
Letter for Road Traffic Safety group was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and 
USAID/CAR. A Community Connections Recommendation Memorandum for Road 
Traffic Safety group was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/EGAT – 
ISTI Inc. and forwarded to World Learning in Washington. The hosting organization 
selected for Turkmenistan Road Traffic Safety group is Northern Nevada International 
Center.  
 
The application deadline for the Small Business Development for Entrepreneurs program 
was August 4, 2006. The application forms have been reviewed by the members of a 
review panel. A list of proposed semi-finalists was approved by 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan.  
  
A Community Connections Recommendation Memorandum for Religion in a Secular 
Society group was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/EGAT – ISTI 
Inc. and forwarded to World Learning in Washington. A hosting organization selected for 
Turkmenistan Religion in a Secular Society group is IVC Cincinnati.   
 
 
 
 
Meetings 
On August 2, 2006, Ms. Amy McGoldrick and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova, representatives 
of American Councils for International Education Turkmenistan, made a Community 
Connections Program presentation at the USAID/TKO Partners’ Meeting. They shared 
about the program goals, themes developed for Turkmenistan, program successes, and 
future plans. The USAID partners had a chance to get additional information about the 
program and to share their ideas in terms of future cooperation. 
 
On August 17, 2006, Ms. Amy McGoldrick, and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova, 
representatives of American Councils for International Education Turkmenistan met with 
Mr. David Hunsicker, religion, State and Society Specialist and Mr. Ashley Moretz, 
USAID Country Representative in Turkmenistan. The parties discussed the situation with 
a Religion in Secular Society group, actions that have been done and further steps that 
could contribute to program success.    
 
On August 24, 2006, Ms. Amy McGoldrick and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova, 
representatives of American Councils for International Education Turkmenistan met with 
Ms. Rabiga Baytokova, Senior Training Specialist, Regional Training Program, 
USAID/CAR and Mr. Ashley Moretz, USAID Country Representative in Turkmenistan. 
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The goal of the meeting was to discuss Community Connections program in 
Turkmenistan, program successes, and challenges faced by program staff. American 
Councils and USAID/CAR went over program goals, exchanged their views on program 
operation in the country, and identified areas for improvement. 
 
Media Coverage 
Media coverage is not provided for the groups, “Small Business Development for 
Entrepreneurs” and “Religion in Secular Society,” due to political considerations. 
Information about this program is distributed through USAID Contractors, U.S. Embassy 
in Turkmenistan, PRAGMA Corporation networks, Union of Entrepreneurs of 
Turkmenistan, and Chamber of Commerce. The candidates for the program are 
recommended by USAID, USAID contractors, and government organizations that focus 
on small business development. 
 
September/2006 
 
Noteworthy Events 
Health and Accident Coverage information was entered into TraiNet for the Road Traffic 
Safety group, based on the participant medical certifications that were approved by 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan. A Visitor Exchange Plan (VEP) and VEP Budget (Road 
Traffic Safety group) prepared by WL were approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan, 
USAID/CAR, and USAID/EGAT and forwarded to WL. ITIN packages, which included 
W-7, W-8BEN forms, and a Certificate of Accuracy, were prepared for each participant 
and delivered to the American Councils office in Washington, DC. On September 26, 
2006, finalists for the Road Traffic Safety program were interviewed at the Consular 
Department of the US Embassy in Ashgabat and received their U.S. visas. A Tier II 
Orientation for the Road Traffic Safety group was conducted on September 26, 2006. On 
September 27, 2006, the Road Traffic Safety group left for the United States. They are 
being hosted by the Northern Nevada International Center. 
 
American Councils for International Education conducted interviews for the Small 
Business Development for Entrepreneurs group from September 4-6, 2006. A list of 
finalists and alternates proposed by the American Councils was reviewed and approved 
by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan. Participant data was entered into TraiNet and forwarded 
to World Learning in Washington. A Participant Approval Form for the Small Business 
Development for Entrepreneurs group was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and 
USAID/CAR. A Security Risk Determination package was prepared for each participant 
and submitted to USAID/CAR. A Cover Letter for the Small Business Development for 
Entrepreneurs group was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR. A 
Community Connections Recommendation Memorandum for Small Business 
Development for Entrepreneurs group was approved by USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and 
USAID/EGAT – ISTI Inc. and forwarded to World Learning in Washington. The 
International Visitors Council of Metro Detroit has been selected as the hosting 
organization for the Small Business Development for Entrepreneurs group. A Tier I 
Orientation for Small Business Development for Entrepreneurs group was conducted on 
September 25, 2006.  
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Meetings 
On September 8, 2006, Ms. Amy McGoldrick and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova, 
representatives of American Councils for International Education Turkmenistan, made a 
short Community Connections Program presentation at the USAID/TKO Partners’ 
Meeting. The goal of the presentation was to give an overview of the program, and 
describe current activities and future plans, at a meeting in which Ms. Heather Troutman, 
Political/Economics Officer, U.S. Embassy and Mr. Andrew Paul, Public Affairs Officer, 
U.S. Embassy in Turkmenistan, were introduced to representatives of USAID partner 
organizations.     
 
Media Coverage 
Media coverage was not provided for the group “Small Business Development for 
Entrepreneurs” due to political considerations. Information about this program was 
distributed through USAID Contractors, the U.S. Embassy in Turkmenistan, the 
PRAGMA Corporation networks, the Union of Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan, the 
Chamber of Commerce, and American Corner networks. Candidates for this program 
were recommended by USAID, USAID Contractors, and government organizations that 
focus on small business development. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures 
The Tier I and Tier II Orientations for Road Traffic Safety and Small Business 
Development groups were conducted at the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in 
Turkmenistan. Thus, we were able to save $100 allocated for room rental. In addition to 
that, 40 pages of the Visitor Exchange Plan (Road Traffic Safety group) were translated 
by the American Councils staff in Ashgabat, which saved approximately $200. 
 

 
 
 

American Councils /Uzbekistan 
 
April  2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Recruiting for two themes - Credit Union Professional Development program and 
Improving Quality and Accessibility of Maternal-Child Health Services (MCH) – was 
completed and the names of finalists and alternates for the two programs were approved 
by USAID/CAR. All program and participant information was entered into the TraiNet 
and R2 approved.  

 
The VERF for the next theme (Water Users Associations in Uzbekistan) was approved 
and recruiting has started.  
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Meetings with The Religious Affairs Committee of Uzbekistan were conducted for the 
development of the next theme – Religion in a Secular Society (RSS). The development 
of the program is on the way. 
 
Meetings: 

Preliminary meeting with the Religious Affairs Committee of Uzbekistan held in 
support of the RSS theme. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
To ensure the lowest prices for the air travel the seats have been booked for the all the 
participants. A thorough analysis (value vs. quality) was conducted in the selection of 
venues for the PDOs events. Also, to prevent any deviation in the cost of traveling for the 
participants we set fixed costs for travel from various regions to the capital. Thus, the 
participants will be reimbursed for their travel according to the set cost rather than 
“actual” costs that they claim they had incurred.  

 
Staffing  
Murod Djaparov resigned from his position of Community Connections.  
 
May  2006 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
On May 30th the American Councils office in Uzbekistan received a court summons. The 
Ministry of Justice (MoJ) of the Republic of Uzbekistan filed a civil case against 
American Councils and a court hearing was held on June 1st, 2006. After hearing MoJ’s 
allegations and American Councils’ statements, the Tashkent Civil Court decided to grant 
MoJ’s request to close American Councils’ office in Uzbekistan. American Councils 
needs to liquidate its office in 20 days. 

   
Events directly connected with the Community Connections program in Uzbekistan 
during the month of May: 

 
Recruiting for two themes - Credit Union Professional Development program and 
Improving Quality and Accessibility of Maternal-Child Health Services (MCH) – was 
completed and the names of finalists and alternates for the two programs were approved 
by USAID/CAR. All program and participant information was entered into the TraiNet 
and R2 approved. All required documentation (medical forms, security risk documents, J-
1 visa agreements and others) was collected from the participants. All finalists and 
alternates acquired Uzbekistan exit visas.  

 
Applications for the next theme, Water Users Associations in Uzbekistan, were collected 
from the recruiting regions (Samarkand and Bukhara).  
 
Meetings: 
A meeting with the heads of Russian Orthodox Church of Central Asian Eparchy about 
the prospects of the planned program for religious diversity in a secular state.  
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Media Coverage: 
An official statement of American Councils regarding the closure of its office in 
Uzbekistan is be released soon. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
All the cost saving measures applied previous months continued. 

 
Because the office is liquidating the activities of CC program in Uzbekistan are expected 
to stop as of June 20th, 2006. 
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I. WORLD LEARNING/DC UPDATES 
 

 
Washington, D.C. 

 
 
 
 
 
Group/Participant Arrivals:   

 
 Country US Programs US Participants In-Country 

Follow-On 
Programs 

In-Country 
Follow-On 
Participants 

Armenia 2 20 0 0 
Azerbaijan 0 0 0 0 
Belarus 3 30 0 0 
Georgia 2 20 0 0 
Kazakhstan 2 20 1 35 
Kyrgyzstan 2 22 1 29 
Moldova 2 19 0 0 
Russia 6 60 0 0 
Serbia 4 40 1 45 
Tajikistan 3 30 0 0 
Turkmenistan 2 19 0 0 
Ukraine 10 10 2 61 
Uzbekistan 3 30 1 64 
TOTAL 40 320 7 234 

Program Highlights 
As indicated in the chart above, World Learning successfully placed, monitored, and 
evaluated 40 programs for 320 US visitors during this period. The World Learning sub-
contractors, PH International and American Councils, conducted 7 In-Country Programs for 
234 participants.  
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While World Learning’s Serbia field Office and the World Learning sub-contractors (CSED, 
PH International, and American Councils) worked with their respective USAID Missions to 
determine specific program themes, design US and IC VERFs, conduct a thorough 
recruitment and selection of CC visitors and implement IC programs, World Learning/DC 
continued to conduct an extensive and transparent procurement process to match specific 
needs of each US VERF with the most appropriate US Host Organizations. Attached are the 
updated Procurement Reports (CC Host Organization Bidding List and the US and IC 
Procurement Tracking Charts) that provide a detailed account of all US and IC 
procurement for FY10 and FY11 to date.  
 
A total of 39 Host Organization Capability Statements were ranked and Recommendation 
Memos were written by World Learning program staff for USAID/Mission and EGAT approval. 
After working with the Host Organizations to draft detailed program schedules, World 
Learning staff then submitted VEPs for USAID Mission and EGAT for approval.     
 
The 39 programs that were in the US during this reporting period were carefully monitored 
by World Learning program staff to ensure that US Host Organizations were implementing 
the programs in accordance with the USAID signed VEPs.  World Learning provided the 
following services for all programs: administrative briefings upon arrival to review USAID 
policies and procedures, review of the USAID Health Insurance Program, and tax form 
requirements; weekly monitoring calls via Skype with participants and Host organizations; 
exit de-briefings and completion of exit evaluations; End of Program Summary reports 
(EPSR); and final VEP Budgets. 
 
Deliverables 
April 30, 2010 World Learning submitted the Semi-Annual Report for the period October –
March 2010. 
 
The Community Connections Checkbook was submitted to USAID/EGAT/ED and each 
Mission on the 15th of each month. 
 
Program Highlights 
May 5, 2010 FORECAST IQC was extended to May 5, 2011. 
 
327 participants from 33 groups (for groups arriving January 27th through September 2, 
2010) have now completed the World Learning Exit Questionnaire using the On-Line 
Survey Monkey.  This tool is proving to be cost-effective and flexible as the participants 
are able to respond to questions quickly and more thoroughly. World Learning has 
aggregated the information to provide the findings to USAID/EGAT and the Missions. Results 
were sent to EGAT/AQE on October 4, 2010. 
  
All US and IC VERFs received through June 2010 have been posted on the electronic VERF 
Library for easy access by World Learning staff, sub-contractors and USAID. On-Line 
Google Groups has discontinued its service and World Learning is investigating an 
alternative platform to house our VERF library.  
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August 13, 2010 World Learning issued its first Community Connections Quarterly 
Newsletter electronically (http://blogs.worldlearing.org/community-connections-network).  
 
The CC team has launched a free web-based professional social network called the 
Community Connections Network (CC Network) for participants, alumni, host 
organizations, host families, field office staff, and professionals in the CC community to 
connect worldwide. The CC Network was created based on overwhelming feedback from the 
CC community about how it would be beneficial if our international and diverse community 
could maintain communication and connect with each other across the program’s 13 
countries  This interactive and accessible site is in English and Russian with a Google site 
translator for Armenian, Georgian, Romanian, Serbian, and Ukrainian. Additionally, the CC 
Network is part of the larger World Learning online global community that will provide 
opportunities for CC members to meet thousands of other international students and 
professionals of the organization. To preview the website, please visit 
http://blogs.worldlearning.org/community-connections-network/. Members will enjoy many 
features including: 
 

∗ easy access to a variety of resources for professionals in all CC countries to build on their 
ideas and knowledge they obtained while in the US and apply them to their professional 
field and communities back home; 

∗ program and alumni news and updates;  
∗ success stories, photos, and videos about current and past participants; and 
∗ library of resources to prepare participants before arrival to the US and exchange of 

information about cultural differences in the US and CC countries. 
 
Meetings, Site Visits and Conferences 
May 13, 2010 HTH held an online meeting for World Learning staff on Web Enrollment.  
World Learning now enrolls CC participants online. This new system now facilitates an easier 
invoicing and payment process. 
 
May 30 - June 4, 2010 World Learning represented the Community Connections Program at 
a Poster Session at the Annual NAFSA Conference in Kansas City.  
 
June 7, 2010 World Learning met with PH International in DC to discuss on-going project 
implementation. 
   
August 4, 2010 World Learning met with Sandy McCormick, Executive Director of the the 
World Affairs Council, La Crosse, Wisconsin, in the World Learning office to discuss future 
collaboration on Community Connections programs. 
 
August 5, 2010 World Learning met with its sub-contractor American Councils in DC to 
discuss on-going project implementation.  
 
August 10, 2010 The World Affairs Councils of Dallas/Fort Worth contacted World Learning 
to learn about the pre-qualification process to become a CC Host Organization.  
  
August 12, 2010 World Learning’s Lisa Posner Olocco, Marisa Rivero and Eric Corens met 
EGAT-AQE’s Robbie Hayes and Penny Robinson at the Ronald Reagan Building to discuss 
program implementation issues.  
 
September 14, 2010 World Learning’s Marisa Rivero met with Dr. Norman Peterson of 
Montana State University in the World Learning office to discuss becoming a pre-qualified 
Community Connections Host Organization  
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World Learning’s Program Officer Marisa Rivero conducted the following meetings: 
 

CC Program  Meeting
RU – Interfaith Issues I 
March 25 – April 15 

April 8 –Meeting with group at the State Department 

SE – Establishing Internships 
April 14 – May 5 

April 19 – Meeting with group at the Serbian 
Embassy. 

RU – Interfaith Issues II 
June 10 – July 1 

June 24 – Meeting with group at USAID  

RU – Interfaith Issues II 
June 10 – July 1 

July 1 – Meeting with group at the State Department 

RU – Labor Relations 
June 24 – July 15 

July 1 – Meeting with group at the Coalition of Labor 
Union Women 

RU – Labor Relations 
June 24 – July 15 

July 7 Meeting with group at the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of the AFL‐ CIO 

RU – Labor Relations 
June 24 – July 15 

July 7 – Monitoring session at World Learning 

RU – Labor Relations 
June 24 – July 15 

July 13 – Evaluation session at Valbin CIP  

TJ – Think Tanks 
Sept 9 – Sept 28 

Sept 10 – Orientation and introduction sessions at 
Valbin CIP 

TJ – Think Tanks 
Sept 9 – Sept 28 

Sept 17 – Monitoring session at Valbin CIP  

TJ – Think Tanks 
Sept 9 – Sept 28 

Sept 21‐Meeting with group at the Atlas Economic 
Research Foundation 

TJ – Think Tanks 
Sept 9 – Sept 28 

Sept 27 – Evaluation session at Valbin CIP and 
Farewell Dinner 

 
Washington, D.C. Cost Savings Measures 
World Learning requires a 20% cost share for each program from all Host Organizations. 
The total cost share during this period for 39 programs awarded totals $279,283. 
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CSED/Moldova 
 

 
 
 
 
No Activity during this period. 

 
 

 
World Learning/Serbia 

 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events 
April through June WL/Serbia provided recruitment and selection services for three new CC 
Programs:  Establishing Internships from April 14-May 5, hosted by the World Trade 
Institute, Baltimore, Maryland; Women’s Health in Santa Cruz, CA from April 28-May 19, 
hosted by the International Health Programs of the Institute of Public Health; and Effective 
Implementation the Conflict of Interest Laws in Des Moines, Iowa and Chicago, Illinois from 
May 5-May 26, hosted by IRIS of Ames, Iowa.   
 
Tier II workshops were held for each group during this period and debriefing sessions were 
held on May 18, June 4, and June 7 respectively. The Tier II debriefing session was 
attended by several USAID partners interested in this theme and the Public Affairs 
Department.  The Tier II Workshop and the Debriefing for Women’s Health were attended 
by the new U.S. Ambassador to Serbia Mary Warlick, USAID DMD Marilynn Schmidt, Roslyn 
Waters-Jensen, and Susan Delja. Women’s Health participants were made Honorary Citizens 
of Santa Cruz and their program was also attended in part by Robbie Hayes and Penny 
Robinson, from EGAT-AQE. 
 
July through September, WL/Serbia wrote two new VERFS:  Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) and Hospice, Palliative Care, and Patient Support Services.  The Tier I for CSR was 
held on July 7, the Tier II for CSR on September 15, and Tier I for Hospice on September 
10. Tier I Hospice was attended by Roslyn Waters-Jensen, USAID Activity Manager for CC. 
Tier II for CSR was attended by Vukica Stankovic, Cultural Assistant, and Anne Marie Moore, 
the new Cultural Affairs Officer of the US Embassy.  
 
WL/Serbia issued a call for proposals for small grants and received 12 proposals from CC 
alumni.  The Small Grants Selection Committee made up of members from PD, USAID, and 
WL met on June 16th selected 8 of the 12 small grants. Small Grants have been awarded to 
participants from the following groups: Two from Establishing Internships, one from Waste 
Management and Recycling, one from Local Economic Development, one from Youth and 
Sports, one from Village and Rural Tourism, and two from Agricultural Cooperatives and 
Associations.  
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CC/Serbia Small Grants Awarded 
 

Project  CC Group Main applicant 

Do the internship! (brochure for secondary schools and employers 
to answer questions about internships) 

Establishing Internships & 
Youth and Employment 

Belgrade Open School 

Developing internship programs in Serbia  (website and brochures 
for university students and employers) 

Establishing Internships  Marija Jovanovic 

Education of agricultural producers on the importance of 
cooperatives (in collaboration with Agribusiness Project) 

Agricultural Cooperatives 
and Associations 

Adam Suluburic, 
Veterinary Ambulance 
DRAGACEVO – VET 

Camp of sport and tolerance (5 day camp for young students from 
different towns and ethnic groups and special needs to explore 

tolerance) 
Youth and Sports  Nigresiv Club 

Website of the association of Serbian farmers (interactive for 5 
working groups of Association, publication of commodity prices, 

other farm news)  

Agricultural Cooperatives 
and Associations 

Marijana Pejak, 
Association of Serbian 

farmers 

Creation of the registry of 150 rural tourism service providers in 
Serbia (update and publication on website of new photos and 

information to attract tourists) 
Village Tourism 

Association Rural 
Tourism of Serbia 

Recycling in pre‐schools and environmental education (recycled 
material playground toys and eco‐theater) 

Waste Management and 
Recycling 

Nikolo d.o.o. 

Public ‐ private partnership, mechanism of local economic 
development 

Local Economic 
Development 

NGO "Development 
Centre of Srem 
County" Sid 

 
WL/Serbia staff met with all recipients of small grants, finalized contracts with them, and 
begun disbursement of funds, and project implementation. WL’s Marijana Todorovic traveled 
to southeast Serbia August 5/6 to monitor the implementation of the Camp for Sports and 
Tolerance attended by 58 children of various ethnic groups and children with special needs 
who came with 6 of our Youth and Sports CC alumni. In addition to several sports and fun 
interactive activities, students prepared during this workshop how they would return to their 
schools during September and share what it means to be a “good sport” on all levels.   For 
more details on the small grants, please see Appendix 1. 
 
Meetings 
WL met with the Balkan Community Initiatives Fund, the Serbian Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Youth Disability Forum about their efforts with the Global Compact and their 
projected training programs and activities in the area of Corporate Social Responsibility.   
 
WL met with the new RSO and his staff at the US Embassy on June 28th to discuss the 
Security Risk and Fraud Inquiry procedures that the new RSO felt should be changed. 
 
WL met with Roslyn Waters-Jensen, Anne Marie Moore, and Vukica Stankovic on September 
8 to explain the Community Connections program and to agree on approval procedures 
going forward, the new themes for the next period and their Scope of Work, and the latest 
VEP. 
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WL met with Nebojsa Tasic from the Anti-Corruption Agency and Jana Jelic from the 
Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities, to discuss follow-on possibilities for their 
Effective Implementation of the Conflict of Interest Laws (COI) program. 
  
On September 14, WL met with Stanislava Otasevic of the Autonomous Women’s Center in 
Belgrade to gather data regarding the new Family and Domestic Violence theme.  
 
On September 16, WL with Aleksandra Brankov, from the Cleveland International Visitors 
Council, that had hosted our CC Waste Management and Recycling Program last winter. 
  
WL met with Vera Despotovic, psychotherapist, the Center for Family and Child Therapy of 
the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy and Ljiljana Bogavic from the Incest Trauma Center 
of Belgrade to gather data to develop the VERF for the Family and Domestic Violence 
program. 
 
WL staff represented Community Connections at the following events: US Embassy July 4th 
celebration; farewell reception for USAID Mission Director Michael Harvey; reception for the 
new Cultural Affairs Officer of the US Embassy; a reception welcoming Susan Fritz, new 
USAID Mission Director; and a fundraising event for children with cancer sponsored by 
Nurdor. 
 
Media Coverage:  
Press releases were issued for the Corporate Social Responsibility and Hospice programs.  
Returning Women’s Health participants were interviewed locally by local newspapers, local 
TV, and radio about their trip.  The recruitment announcement about the Hospice program 
was included in a USAID supplement to the newspaper Blic, one of the largest Serbian 
dailies. 
 
The US Embassy issued press releases for the recruitment of Hospice, Palliative Care, and 
Patient Support in June/July. 
 
Cost-Saving Measures: Savings of $1080 was realized from having several Tier II 
workshops and debriefing sessions at the American Corner. Consulting costs were waived 
for one member of the Selection Committee for CSR since he was a USG employee resulting 
in savings of around $150.   
 
WL acquired used equipment from the USAID BES program with a declared value of $391 
but the listed inventory value was $10, 417 (copy machine, laptop, chair, filing cabinet).  
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PH International/Armenia 
 

 

Noteworthy Events: 
USAID Armenia Mission approved the fifth CC theme for 2010: High School Reform - Best 
Practices and Lessons Learned. 
 
USAID approved the VERF for the Exposure Tour for Public Relations and Press Officers of 
State Institutions and Local Authorities group. CC staff began promotion and recruitment in 
June. Twenty one applications were received. Due to the small beneficiary community (not 
all mayoral offices have press departments or specialized press officer positions) and 
consequently, the low number of applications, the USAID Mission approved a waiver to 
bypass the review stage and invite candidates to interviews after their initial screening by 
CC staff. Twenty-one applicants were interviewed on July 21 and 22. Tier I orientation for 
the group was conducted on August 18. Timothy Alexander, USAID Program Office Director, 
participated in the Tier I orientation and conducted security check interviews. 
 
Tier I and II orientations were conducted for the Investigative Journalism program on April 
1 and May 10, respectively. Mark Levinson, USAID Democracy Advisor, participated in the 
Tier I orientation and conducted security check interviews. The group departed for the U.S. 
on May 11. The debriefing meeting was conducted on June 15, and the report was 
subsequently sent to World Learning.  
 
CC staff began recruitment and promotion of the Independent Practice for Emerging Legal 
Professionals group. Forty-seven applications were received. The interviews were conducted 
on May 5 and 6. Mark Levinson, USAID Democracy Advisor, conducted security check 
interviews for the participants. Tier I and Tier II orientations for the group were conducted 
on May 25 and July 7, respectively. The group departed for the U.S. on July 9. The 
debriefing meeting was conducted on August 6, and the report was subsequently sent to 
World Learning. 
 
CC staff began recruitment and promotion of the University Partnerships for Workforce 
Development group, which received 31 applicants. Due to the low number of applications, 
CC staff requested a waiver from the USAID Mission to bypass the review stage and invite 
candidates to interviews after initial screening by CC staff. Twenty-seven applicants were 
interviewed on June 29 and 30. Tier I orientation for the group was conducted on July 16. 
Timothy Alexander, USAID Program Office Director, participated in the orientation and 
conducted security check interviews. 
 
CC staff began recruiting for The High School Reform: Best Practices and Lessons Learned 
group. 28 applications were received. The initial screening of the applications by showed 
that all applicants are qualified, therefore a waiver to bypass the review stage was approved 
by the USAID Mission and all candidates were invited to interviews. Twenty-eight applicants 
were interviewed on September 14 and 15.  
 
Tier I orientation was conducted for the High School Reform:  Best Practices and Lessons 
Learned program on September 29. Mark Levinson, USAID Democracy Advisor, participated 
in the Tier I orientation and conducted security check interviews.  
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The nine-month evaluation report for the Special Education group was sent to World 
Learning and the USAID Mission.  The nine-month evaluation meeting for the Social Work 
group was conducted and report is pending.  
 
The final event for the Tourism Educators follow-on activity was held at the CAPS office on 
April 9. Alumni presented tourism research for an audience that included colleagues and 
CAPS and CC staff, as well as provided a final report on their work. The event was 
highlighted on the Competitive Armenian Private Sector (CAPS) website: 
http://www.caps.am/digests.php?date=15/04/2010. The final report is also online: 
http://www.caps.am/index.php?cat_id=203. A success story about the project is attached 
to this report. 
 
CC staff has been in regular communication with program alumni, providing them with 
information on opportunities for networking, grants and events. The following is a list of key 
opportunities and announcements shared with CC groups: 
 
Filmmaking Program: 
1. Call for Entries: Luksuz Film Festival  
2. First Bio: Fiction, Science, Art and Film Festival in Vienna, Austria 
3. Call for Applications: Global Film Initiative, Feature Film Production Grants on Peace and 
Collaborative Development Network 
4. IMPAKT Festival, Panorama Film/Video in Utrecht, the Netherlands 
 
Investigative Journalism: 
1. John S. Knight Fellowships Annual Contest for journalists and journalism entrepreneurs 
from around the world   
2. TV Program Grant Competition announced by the British Council  
3. Na/Ne Media Award. www.britishcouncil.am 
 
Theater Management:  
1.Competition of Forum Theatre Performances 
 
Meetings: 
Mariam Martirosyan, PH International Country Director, and Nune Amiryan, CC Program 
Manager, met with Anahit Khachatryan, Media Program Management Specialist from USAID, 
and Tom Mittnacht, Head of Public Affairs Section at the U.S. Embassy in Yerevan, to 
discuss the Exposure Tour for Public Relations and Press Officers of State Institutions and 
Local Authorities program. Another meeting on the same topic was held with Vache 
Terteryan, Deputy Minister of Territorial Administration of the Republic of Armenia.  
 
Mariam Martirosyan and Nune Amiryan met with Yeva Hyusyan, USAID CTO, and Hasmik 
Mikayelyan, Cultural/Education Specialist at the Public Affairs Section at the U.S. Embassy 
in Yerevan to discuss the High School Reform:  Best Practices and Lessons Learned 
program.  
  
CC staff met with Jack Medzoryan, from CYSCA, a US Host Organization, at a meeting 
organized with Anush Shahverdyan from USAID/CAPS, a main consultant for the University 
Partnerships for Workforce Development group. The goal of the meeting was to help CYSCA 
design quality programs that meet the needs of university administrators.    
 
CC staff attended a meeting, also organized by the CYSCA, with the new President of the 
American University of Armenia (AUA) Dr. Bruce M. Boghosian with participation of the 
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University Partnerships for Workforce Development group. During the question and answer 
session the participants inquired about the AUA structure and credit hour system already 
practiced by the university and spoke about the benefits and challenges of the higher 
education reform currently implemented in Armenia.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Announcements for the Independent Practice for Emerging Legal Professionals and 
University Partnerships for Workforce Development programs were placed in the local 
newspapers Hayastani Hanrapetutyun and Aravot.   Announcements for the High School 
Reform:  Best Practices and Lessons Learned program were placed in the local newspaper 
Aravot. 

Two articles covering the Investigative Journalism group were published online by one of 
the program alumni:  http://ankakh.com/2010/06/40279/ & 
http://ankakh.com/hy/2010/06/40119/   

The exchange was also covered by TV and radio outlets (Radio Hay and “ALT” TV Company 
in Armavir city). 

Several investigative articles were published online by one of the program alumni based on 
the action plan designed in the U.S. 

http://hetq.am/am/society/marzer-41/  
http://www.slaq.am/am/news/18153.htm  
http://www.hotlist.am/?p=117279 
http://www.armworld.am/#?paperid=3925&pageid=121591&lang 
http://www.armtown.com/news/am/htq/20100818/2010081816/  
http://www.ecolur.org/ru/news/2010-08-18/1290/ 
http://www.ecolur.org/hy/news/2010-08-18/1290/  
http://www.ecolur.org/en/news/2010-08-18/1290/  
 

The following articles covering Independent Practice for Emerging Legal Professionals group 
were published in Ohio online and printed press (printed press articles are attached to this 
report):  

http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/PIO/news/2010/armenianAttys_072310.asp 
http://cincinnati.bizjournals.com/cincinnati/afterhours/15571.html 
http://www.kypost.com/dpp/news/local_news/armenian-lawyers-learning-from-crestview-
hills-law-firm 
http://issuu.com/cincinnati/docs/erlanger-recorder-072910 
http://www.youtube.com/user/ohiobar#p/a/u/2/pTsa6lsF2lA 
http://local.cincinnati.com/share/news/story.aspx?sid=170229&cid=100109 
http://www.adr.org/sp.asp?id=38337 
 
Cost-Saving Measures: 
Promotion of the Independent Practice for Emerging Legal Professionals program was 
conducted at the Advocates Union of the Republic of Armenia, saving the CC program $100.  
Promotion of the University Partnerships for Workforce Development program was 
conducted at the Yerevan State University and USAID/CAPS office, saving the CC program 
$100.  Promotion of the Exposure Tour for Public Relations and Press Officers of 
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State Institutions and Local Authorities program was conducted at the Communities 
Association of Armenia office saving the CC program $50.   
 
Debriefings for two programs were conducted at the Union of Journalists of Armenia and 
Chamber of Advocates of the Republic of Armenia respectively, saving CC program $110.   
 
The nine-month evaluation meeting for the Social Work group was conducted at the 
National Institute of Labor and Sociological Research thus saving CC program $50. 
 
CC staff translated welcome packages for the Investigative Journalism, Independent 
Practice for Emerging Legal Professionals and Exposure Tour for Public Relations and Press 
Officers of State Institutions and Local Authorities programs, saving the CC program $60, 
$140 and $35 respectively- total $235.  
 

 
 

PH International/Azerbaijan 
 

 
 
 
No activity occurred during this period. 
 
 
 
 

PH International/Georgia 
 

 
 

Noteworthy Events: 
The TIER II orientation for the Georgian Public Broadcasting program was conducted on 
April 6, 2010. The group departed for the US on April 7, 2010. 
 
The TIER II orientation for the Recycling program was conducted on April 14, 2010. The 
group departed for the US on April 15, 2010. 
 
On May 7, 2010 CC Georgia staff held the debriefing session for the 2010 Film Archive 
program at the US Embassy in Tbilisi, Georgia. The session was attended by ten program 
alumni, USAID Mission Director, USAID CC Activity Manager, US Embassy Public Affairs 
Officer and Public Affairs Grants Program Manager.  Jonathan M. Conly, USAID Mission 
Director, opened the session and emphasized the importance of Community Connections. In 
his opening remarks, he noted that while Community Connection is not large compared to 
other USAID funded programs,  it has a great impact on participating Georgian professionals 
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and Georgian communities at large. He stressed the importance of the program and 
mentioned that each topic selected for the Community Connections is of interest to both 
American and Georgian public. The debriefing session was facilitated by Cynthia Whittlesey, 
Public Affairs Officer at the US Embassy. In her opening remarks, she spoke about the 
Community Connections program and underlined the importance of public diplomacy 
component in CC exchanges. Cynthia Whittlesey offered participants to stay connected with 
her office and look out for potential funding opportunities.  
 
On May 18, 2010, CC Georgia staff held the debriefing session for the 2010 Recycling 
program. The session was attended by ten program alumni, USAID Environmental Energy 
Office representatives, USAID CC Activity Manager, USAID Economic Growth Office 
Specialist, USAID funded Forest Reform Program representatives, and US Embassy Public 
Affairs Grants Program Manager. The debriefing session was facilitated by Dorothy Bell, 
USAID Environmental Energy Office Specialist. Timur Bazikov, CC Program Regional 
Director, opened the session and gave an overview of the Community Connections program. 
During the session each participant had a chance to share the impressions from the trip, 
provide feedback on program improvement and discuss the action plans.  
 
On June 23rd, 2010, CC Georgia staff held the 
debriefing session for the 2010 Public Broadcasting 
program at the US Embassy in Tbilisi, Georgia. The 
session was attended by nine program alumni, USAID 
Mission Deputy Director, USAID CC Activity Manager, 
USAID Democracy and Governance Office Senior 
Management, US Embassy Public Affairs staff, and 
representatives of Eurasia Partnership Foundation, 
Open Society Georgia Foundation and Transparency 
International. The debriefing session was facilitated by 
Michelle Logsdon, Director of the Office of Democracy 
and Governance at USAID. The session was held in the 
usual format where each participant had a chance to 
express the impressions from the trip, provide 
feedback on program improvement and discuss the 
action plans. At the end of the session, representatives 
from PAS, Eurasia Partnership Foundation and Open 
Society Georgia Foundation made presentations about 
their current and prospective programs and funding 
opportunities related to media development. 
 
During this period, CC staff conducted the 6-9 month 
evaluations for the following groups from 2009: Arts 
Festivals Management, Media Advocacy and Disaster 
Management and for the following groups from 2010: 
Public Broadcasting, Film Archives and Recycling. The evaluations for all six groups are 
attached to this report. 

“BEFORE & AFTER”  
CC Alumna Reflects on the Impact of 

P nAction  la ning 
 
Tamar  Pataridze  of  the  CC/Georgia 
Recycle program said at the conclusion 
of her US experience,  “The Action Plan 
session was one of the most interesting, 
challenging  and  useful  sections  of  the 
program.  It will  give me  the  chance  to 
put in the practice what I learnt during 
the  program  and  what  I  want  to 
implement  when  I  come  back  to 

ia.”Georg   
 
Upon  returning  home,  Tamar 
implemented  her  action  plan  “Back  in 
Georgia,  our  group decided  to  start  an 
NGO  to  raise  awareness  about 
recycling.  This  program  funded  by 
USAID will  be  the  first  step  towards  a 
big  public  campaign  to  promote 
sustainable  waste  management  in 
Georgia.”  

 
CC Georgia staff continued monthly updates for CC alumni, providing information about 
grants and other opportunities through the CC Georgia mailing list. The new initiative is also 
helping CC staff maintain regular contact with program alumni. 
 
CC staff finalized the evaluations for the Public Broadcasting, Film Archives and Recycling 
groups. Additionally, CC staff is completing the final report covering CC alumni 
accomplishments from 2005 - 2010.  This report will demonstrate the scope of CC program 
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impact over the years and provide a valuable resource to current USG-funded programs. As 
PH’s experience with CC program over the last decade indicates, CC alumni have been very 
active participants in other USG funded programs, providing valuable input and expertise for 
a number of current and past USG funded initiatives. The report will be available for public 
use by the end of October 2010.  
 
USAID/Georgia does not intend to fund CC programs in FY2011. Upon completion of the 
final FY2010 program. CC staff will begin to close-out the program.   
 
Meetings: 
Berdia Natsvlishvili, CC Program Director and Tamuna Pruidze, CC Program Logistics and 
Program Coordinator, attended a one-day training on new online nonimmigrant visa 
procedures, which will become effective for all visa applications at the US Embassy in 
Georgia. 
 
Timur Bazikov, CC Regional Director, and Berdia Natsvlishvili attended the USAID partners 
meeting where USAID presented programmatic directions for 2010 – 2011.  
 
Berdia Natsvlishvili and Tamuna Pruidze attended Effective Public Outreach training 
conducted by the USAID Caucasus Mission. The training covered successful event planning, 
visualization in reporting, engagement with press, success stories and branding.  
 
Berdia Natsvlishvili and Tamuna Pruidze along with the selected CC alumni attended July 4th 
reception at the US Embassy.  
 
Berdia Natsvlishvili and Tamuna Pruidze, along with the USAID CC Activity Manager and 
Public Affairs Staff of the US Embassy attended premier of the “Dream Town” a new 
Georgian film produced by two CC Film Production alumni, David Imedashvili and Nino 
Gamrekeli.  
 
 
Media Coverage: 
None during this period. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
PH conducted two debriefing sessions at USAID Georgia Mission Office, saving CC program $ 
300. 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Due to the end of the CC Georgia program, Timur Bazikov, CC Regional Program Director for 
Caucasus moved to Kiev, as a CC Regional Director based in Ukraine. Berdia Natsvlishvili, 
CC Program Director for Georgia and Tamuna Pruidze, CC Program and Logistics 
Coordinator will be finalizing CC closure by the end of October.  
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PH International / Russia 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
TIER I orientations were held for two programs: Healthy Lifestyles in Irkutsk (April 2010) 
and Labor Relations in the US in Perm (May 2010). 
 
TIER II orientations were conducted in Moscow for the finalists of five programs: Climate 
Change and Sustainability; Volunteerism in Addressing Social Challenges; Healthy 
Lifestyles; Interfaith Issues in the USA II; Labor Relations in the USA.  In addition, the CC 
Far East program coordinator travelled to Khabarovsk to conduct TIER II for the participants 
of the Tuberculosis and TB/HIV Care in the USA. 
 
During this period five groups traveled to the US: Climate Change and Sustainability 
(Krasnoyarsk region), Volunteerism in Addressing Social Challenges (Moscow city), Healthy 
Lifestyles (Irkutsk region), Tuberculosis and TB/HIV Care in the USA (Khabarovsk region), 
Interfaith Issues in the USA II and Labor Relations in the USA.  Debriefing sessions were 
organized for all of the groups upon their return and reports sent to World Learning. 
 
The English language version of the CC 2008 Annual Report has been published on the CC 
program website: ttp://ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&new_link=22&sp_id=573. The annual 
report contains a description of each 2008 program, as well as success stories about 
Community Connections alumni, and articles that have been published about Community 
Connections in local mass media. 
Community Connections/Russia proposed seven themes and recruiting regions for the 
extension period and all were approved by USAID/Russia in July 2010: Healthy Lifestyles– 
Republic of Tatarstan, Rights of Disabled - Samara region, Small Towns and Rural Economic 
Development– Primorsky region, Reducing Violence against Women – St. Petersburg and 
Leningrad region, The Role of Small and Medium Enterprises in Community Development – 
The North Caucasus republics (Kabardino-Balkaria, Karachaevo-Cherkessia, Dagestan, 
Ingushetia and Chechnya), Development of Mountain Tourism – Republics of Kabardino-
Balkaria and Karachaevo-Cherkessia, NGO Empowerment – Novosibirsk region. 
 
Seven VERFs were submitted to USAID for concurrence and were approved by September 
30, 2010.  
 
In August – September, 2010 recruiting for three groups was successfully completed.  Sixty 
seven application forms were submitted for the Healthy Lifestyles program in the Republic 
of Tatarstan. On September 17 an interview with the candidates was conducted in Kazan. 
Thirty six applications were gathered in Samara region for the Rights of Disabled program.  
In Vladivostok, 47 applications were received from the candidates who applied for the Small 
Towns and Rural Economic Development program.  Recruitment for the rest of the programs 
began in September and will be completed in October.  
 
CC/PH Website: 
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A total of 370 announcements were sent to alumni, through two e-mail lists. As of 
September 28 the Competitions, Funds and Grants newsletter 
(resources@projectharmony.ru) attracted an additional 407 subscribers since the previous 
reporting period, bringing the total number of subscribers to 4,194. In addition, the CC-
Russia Program News mailing list (cc_news@projectharmony.ru) grew up to 3072 users, an 
increase of 560 individuals since the previous reporting period.  
 
A new on-line contest of useful resources and materials developed by the CC participants 
has been announced for the program alumni. Materials will be gathered on the Program 
Forum at http://forum.projectharmony.ru/discussion.php?id=5078 
 
Meetings:  
On April 9, 2010 during travel to Irkutsk for Healthy Lifestyles TIER I orientation, Tatiana 
Baklykova and Daria Khrapova conducted an alumni meeting with the participants from the 
CC 2006 Civic Engagement, Policy Issues and Public Outreach group and CC2007 
Adolescents Reproductive Health program. 
 
Tatiana Baklykova attended two meetings with sales managers of Katerina and Maxima 
Hotels to discuss new prices for accommodation of CC participants in Moscow. 
 
On September 15, Svetlana Laletina, the Far East program coordinator, conducted CC 
presentation in Vladivostok at the FRAEC Municipal Partnerships Workshop. She promoted 
the program and invited municipal officials to apply for the CC Small Towns and Rural 
Economic Development in the USA program. 
 
Media Coverage:  
Russian-language publications include: 
 
An article “Volunteerism and charity in the USA” authored by CC alumnus 2010 Eduard 
Karukhin was published in the magazine “Help for disabled and seniors”. 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=247 
  
Larisa Yansukevich’s (CC alumna 2009) article “USA Experience in Health Care and Healthy 
Lifestyle Promotion” was published in the “Municipal World” magazine. 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=246 
  
Two articles about a CC alumna’s initiative in Khabarovsk region were published in the 
Bikinsky Newsletter, Khabarovsk. The first article is entitled “We Need Volunteers” 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=244 and the second one is “Volunteers 
from Khabarovsk” http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=245 
 
An article “Three Weeks in America” written by Aleksey Klein, CC alumnus 2010 was 
published in Central Trade Unions’ Newsletter “Solidarnost’” (Solidarity) 
.http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=261 
 
CC alumnus 2008 Konstantin Sholmov published his article “American Philanthropists: We 
are Not Altruists” in the “Maecenas” magazine. 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=255 
 
An article “Training in the State of Vermont” was written by Tatiana Fedorova, CC alumna 
2009, and published in the “Tradition” newsletter in Buryatia. 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=254 
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Anna Spiridonova, Healthy Lifestyles program alumna 2010 from Irkutsk region published 
her article “Nevada and California” in the Shelekhovsky Vestnik newsletter. 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=249 
 
A video about CC participant Eduard Karyunchin, speaking about US experience & 
volunteerism in Russia was uploaded on the Video about Program webpage at 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=579 
 
Cost-Saving Measures:  
In 2010 interviews and TIER I and II orientations for seven CC groups were conducted at 
premises offered by CC program alumni, thus saving the program $2,900. 
 
Staffing: 
Bela Tumasova joined the CC team in July 2010 as a program assistant and was promoted 
to the position of a program coordinator in September.  Alexander Senin joined CC as a 
program assistant. 

 
 

PH International/Ukraine 
 

 
 

 
Noteworthy Events: 

Region  Group theme   Interviews  Tier 1  Tier 2  Program dates 

Zaporizhzhya region  Waste Management   28‐29 December 
2009 

27 January 2010  21 April, 2010  22 April – 13 
May 2010 

Zakarpattya, Ivano‐
Frankivsk and Ternopil 
regions 

Developing a Hospice System 
in Ukraine  

28‐29 December 
2009 

26 January 2010  26 April 2010  21  April  – 12 
May 2010 

Kyiv and Kyiv region  Management of Media 
Support Organizations  

1‐2 February 2010  25 February 
2010 

May 26, 2010  27 May – 17 
June 2010 

Luhansk, Donetsk, 
Dnipropetrovsk regions 

Civic Journalism: Impact on 
Communities  

 

8‐9 February 2010  4 March 2010  1 June 2010  2‐23 June 2010 

Kharkiv region   Developing and Promoting 
Alternative Energy Sources  

18‐19 March 2010  14 April 2010  13 July 2010  14 July – 4 
August 2010 

Crimea  Expanding advocacy base  for 
strengthening  multiculturalism 
in Ukraine  

29‐30 March 2010  26April, 2010  27 July, 2010  28 July – 18 
August 2010 

Crimea  Improving Public Health 
through Health Promotion  

29‐30 March 2010  26 April 2010  28 July 2010  29 July – 19 
August 2010 

Crimea  Young Crimean Tourism 
Community Leaders  

6‐7 April 2010  6 May 2010  10 August 2010  11 August – 1 
September 2010 

Crimea  Coping with the economic 
crisis on the local level/ 
Crimean Local Communities for 
Investment Attraction  

6‐7 April 2010  6 May 2010  11 August 2010  12 August – 2 
September 2010 

Odesa region  Museum and Theater 
Management  

7‐8 April 2010  6 May 2010  3 August 2010  4‐25 August 
2010 
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Selection, recruitment, processing, and evaluation services were conducted for the following 
programs during this period: 
 
Alumni Activity: 
The Ukrainian NGO, “Stara Volyn” based in Khmelnytskyy Region was competitively selected 
as the implementing partner for the approved IC alumni activity: Engaging Youth into 
Volunteer Activities. The proposal review panel included PH staff and Tamara Palyvoda from 
USAID. Part of the budget for this event was spent on condensing the seminar/training 
activities into a two-hour electronic course that was distributed to approximately 400 alumni 
on CDs. Also approved was a small grants program which would offset costs for volunteer 
activities that engage youth initiated by alumni and/or their organizations. A list distributed 
grants is provided below. 
 
The alumni event took place on 21-24 June in the village of Hrytsiv in Khmelnytskyy Region. 
Forty alumni representing 13 programs and 13 regions took part in the event. In addition to 
the alumni, in attendance were Tamara Palyvoda from USAID/UA and Olya Svyrydenko from 
PH/UA. Participants were housed in private village homes that are part of an eco-green 
tourism network. The conference-training included presentations, hands-on exercises and a 
well-planned cultural program that included a concert of sacred and folk music by the 
Khmelnytskyy Municipal Choir and visit to a museum dedicated to the writer M. Ostrovsky in 
Shepetivka.   
 
As part of the activities, the organizers invited young volunteers from the Khmelnytskyy 
branch of the organization PLAST who explained how they are engaged in community 
volunteer efforts.  While in Shepetivka, the participants met with youth from the NGO KEDR 
which unites over 250 volunteers in the district and learned about their work.  
 
By the end of the conference, all alumni were able to utilize fresh knowledge and ideas from 
speaker presentations.  They created detailed outlines of the volunteer campaigns that they 
will implement when they return home. To assist in carrying out youth volunteer projects as 
small grants program totaling $7,500 has been approved by USAID.  An important result of 
the event is that alumni from different regions united to find solutions for common tasks, 
shared invaluable experience about working with volunteers and created plans for future 
meetings.  
 
Following the conference, alumni developed volunteer campaigns. Twenty one projects from 
17 cities of Ukraine were supported by Community Connections alumni micro grants: 
 
 
Alumni Name  Project Name  City 

Arabadzhyn Maryna  Concert for talented children with special needs Right for the Future  Zaporizhzhya

Bondarenko Serhiy, 
Alyoshyn Anton 

Training Civic journalism and new media to support volunteer 
movement in Donetsk region  

Donetsk 

Vasylyk Tetyana  Volunteer mobilization campaign Youth is the engine of community  Shepetivka, 
Khmelnytsky region 

Gorban Igor  Preservation of Cholgyn ornitology reserve ‐ volunteer campaigns 
during the 2010 year of biodiversity  

Lviv region

Grebenyk Tetyana  Training Volunteerism: from one‐time campaigns to systematic 
approach. Management of volunteering programs 

Konotop, Sumy 
region 

Grebenyuk Yaroslav  Luhansk Memorial ‐ campaign for protection of historical sight Luhansk 
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Guzenko Olena  Donors for children ‐ creation of database of blood donors for 
children with oncology diseases 

Zhytomyr 

Kalinina Alla  Performance of interactive social theatre  Cherkasy 

Mamutov Talyat  Creation of council of young volunteers Bakhchysaray, 
Crimea 

Moklytsya Yuriy  Volunteer Tourism Information center Lutsk 

Nishkur Tetyana  Give the joy to hear the nature to the blind Kherson 

Pinchuk Svitlana  We are ready, let's go to school. Campaign to collect school materials 
for children without parental care 

Kyiv 

Protsyuk Khrystyna  Photography of emergency conditions and décor of historical 
buildings in Lviv downtown, which is a cultural heritage protected by 
UNESCO 

Lviv 

Sarychev Ruslan  Care and information for everyone at home. Creation of audio 
database of necessary information about social services for people 
with special needs 

Kherson 

Sklyarenko Tetyana  Dial one number. Creation of one phone number where people will 
receive information about social services 

Cherkasy 

Fylypyeva Olena  Volunteer campaign Guinness record day in orphan's house Simferopol, Crimea

Fomina Tetyana  Volunteer campaign in summer camp for children with backbone 
trauma 

Sevastopol, Crimea

Chernyakova Alina  Seminar‐training Volunteerism as a resource for social and 
educational work with conflict students and prevention of violence in 
youth environment 

Sumy 

Shashkova Tetyana  Cross‐university business game Business Intellect Donetsk 

Shevtsova Larysa  Joint efforts for healthy future Cherkasy 

Yashchuk Inna  Autumn Theatre ‐ arts and crafts lessons with children at risk Khmelnytskyy

 
Nataliya Bernaga (Waste Management from Zaporizhzhya) signed two Memoranda of 
Understanding while in the U.S. on behalf of the Zaporizhzhia branch of the Union for Green 
Tourism Development in Ukraine, of which she is Chairwoman of the Board. One MOU was 
with the host organization, the World Affairs Council of Kentucky / Southern Indiana, and 
the other was with Brightside, Inc. Both agreements specify joint interest in establishing a 
partnership for exchanging information and professional resources to advance public 
diplomacy between the US and Ukraine. 
 
The Mission announced a call for Community Connections themes for FY11.  PH circulated 
the request among CC alumni with a deadline for suggestions by July 6, 2010. Twenty five 
proposals were received and reviewed by Tamara Palyvoda, USAID Program Manager.  In 
the end, nine themes were selected and approved by the review panel. The groups are 
scheduled to travel between February and April 2011. 
 
In September, promotions began for the following 2011 programs:  

1. Food Safety, Kyiv 
2. Solving Ecological Issues on the Local Level, Ternopil 
3. Sustainable Tourism Development, Zakarpattya 
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4. Education Quality Assessment, Kyiv and Crimea 
5. Urban Planning and Development, Luhansk 

 
Promotion for the Urban Planning and Development program took place on September 2-16. 
Review of applications is scheduled for October 5, 2010, and interviews for October 11-12, 
2010. Pre-Departure Orientation I will take place in Luhansk on November 5, 2010. 
 
Meetings: 
On June 7, Tamara Palyvoda and Larysa Lomonosova (a contracting officer at the Mission) 
accompanied Shannon Krause from USAID’s Washington headquarters, to the PH office.  
Krause, the contracting officer for the FORECAST extension, was in Kyiv on TDY, and met 
with PH staff to learn more about theme and participant selection in Ukraine, as well as 
alumni relations and follow-on activities. Nine CC alumni from the Kyiv area participated in 
the meeting, representing four groups (Book Publishing and Distribution, Capacity Building 
for Legislators, NGO Press Club Management, Performing Arts Management: Classical 
Music). They shared with Krause their experiences, noting the professionalism and 
effectiveness of their exchanges, the long and short term impacts of the training, how the 
program altered attitudes, and the value of the homestays and cultural components of the 
trip. The selection process was also regarded as transparent and fair, even among those not 
selected. All alumni were hopeful that CC would continue, viewing it as critical for 
professional and community development in Ukraine.  
 
On July 22, David Koenig, PH’s Director of Operations, Timur Bazikov, CC Regional Program 
Director, Oleg Davydenko, PH Ukraine Country Director met with Tamara Palyvoda, USAID 
Program Manager and Peter Duffy, new Office Director of PCS at USAID Mission in Ukraine. 
At the meeting, participants discussed the upcoming extension of Community Connections 
in Ukraine and employment of new recruitment strategies utilizing PH’s experience in other 
countries, including Russia. Timur Bazikov, new CC Regional Program Director for Ukraine 
was also introduced to the Mission during the meeting.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Several websites posted promotional information about programs:   
 
Museums and Theaters: Engines for Democratization and Economic Growth 
http://prostir.museum/center/ua/contests/?id=33 
 
Expanding the Advocacy Base for Strengthening Multiculturalism in Ukraine and 
Improving Public Health through Health Promotion 
http://www.prostir.ua/news/view.html?q=1367820 
 
A few blogs covered the San Diego-based Civic Journalism program: 
 
Stanislav Tsykalovskyi 
http://proctolog.blog.top.lg.ua/2010/06/14/12950/ 
 
 
Anton Aloshyn 
http://cheater-ua.livejournal.com/ 
 
Oleksii Mazuka 
http://mazuka.livejournal.com/ 
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Volodymyr Lermontov, alumnus of Civic Journalism: Impact on Communities group from 
Luhansk, published a series of articles about the program, newspaper Molodogvardeets, July 
14, 2010 
 

- Why Americans Smile? Archive available at http://paralel-
media.com.ua/p25425.html 

- Why Mexico is not America? Archive available at http://paralel-
media.com.ua/p25576.html 

- San Diego – City of Contrasts 
 
 
Volodymyr Lermontov and Oleh Peretyaka, alumni of Civic Journalism: Impact on 
Communities group from Luhansk, were on regional TV IRTA in evening talk show 180 
minutes and shared their impressions about Community Connections program, archive 
available at http://paralel-media.com.ua/p25321.html 
 
Oleh Peretyaka published a series of articles about his US experience 
http://freereporter.com.ua/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=1640 
http://reporter.delfi.ua/news/reporter/ssha-luchshe-odin-raz-uvidet-chem-sto-raz-
uslyshat.d?id=1171727 
http://reporter.delfi.ua/news/reporter/san-diego--zhemchuzhina-u-okeana.d?id=1172487 
 
Anton Aloshyn, alumnus of Civic Journalism: Impact on Communities group from Donetsk, 
published an article Ukrainian Media Troop in the US: Invaluable Experience 
http://www.euroatlantica.info/index.php?id=1981 
 
Taras Tymchuk, alumnus of Media Support NGOs group from Kyiv published a summary of 
his group’s professional meetings, Chicago media Diary 
http://gurt.org.ua/articles/6942/ 
 
Zoya Shynchuk alumna of Museums and Theaters - Engines for Democratization and 
Economic Growth Group from Odesa published an article Professional Program in US of 
Specialist from Museum – Dom Bleshchunova 
http://community.livejournal.com/bleschunov/54321.html  
 
Promotional information for 2011 recruiting appeared in the following media. 
 
Solving Ecological Issues on the Local Level Program: Collection, Utilization and Recycling of 
Household Waste and Protection and Treatment of Water Resources, Ternopil: 
INTV – regional TV news, 5 times  
TV4 – regional TV news, 3 times 
TTV – regional TV news, 4 times 
Express newspaper 
Radio TON 
Information agency Ukrinform 
Newspaper RIA plus 
Newspaper Pole Pravdy 
Ternopil Press Club http://ternopil.cure.org.ua/dbm.php   
http://www.provse.te.ua/?page=news&newsid=16428 
http://t-pravda.te.ua/news/5303/ 
 
Sustainable Tourism Development Program, Zakarpattya: 
TV “M-Studio” - regional TV news, 3 times 
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TRK “Danko - 21 Chanal” - regional TV news, 3 times 
Newspaper Nedilya 
Newspaper Vsya Zakarpatskaya Pravda 
Newspaper Trybuna 
Newspaper Express 
Zakarpattya Online   http://zakarpattya.net.ua/ 
Gromadskyy Prostir  http://www.civicua.org/grants/view.html?q=1468750 
Kolyba – Portal pro Zakarpattya  
http://www.kolyba.org.ua/bbs/page/show_ad/catid/42/adid/1459  
ZIK – Zakhidna Informatsiyna Corporatsia (Western Informational Corporation) 
http://zik.com.ua/ua/news/2010/09/22/246293  
Panorama Mukacheva  http://panorama-mukachevo.com/2010/09/16/4068/ 
UZHGOROD.NET.UA  http://www.uzhgorod.net.ua/news/42518 
ZAKARPATPOST.NET http://zakarpatpost.net/2010/09/22/na-zakarpatti-zapratsyuje-
prohrama-usaid-stalyj-rozvytok-turyzmu/ 
CLIPNEWS.INFO http://clipnews.info/newstopic.htm?id=20923 
News.Join.Ua  http://news.join.ua/read/12/54/32/97/ 
 

Education Quality Assessment Program: 
OSVITA.UA  http://osvita.ua/test/news/8930 
Yottos News  Gromadskyy Prostir   http://www.civicua.org/news/view.html?q=1458203 
 
Cost-Saving Measures: 
None to report. 
 
Staffing Updates:  
Ivanna Reed ended her role with PH International and Community Connections / Ukraine on 
June 30, 2010.  Timur Bazikov assumed the role of Community Connections Regional 
Director based in Ukraine in August of 2010. Irina Tushnytska left the Community 
Connections program in July of 2010. Oleh Tseluyko joined PH International in Ukraine as a 
new Program Coordinator for Community Connections in August of 2010. 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

American Councils/Kazakhstan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Community Connections staff submitted an in-country VERF for the Eco Tourism Workshop 
and Promotion in South Kazakhstan program follow-on activity initiated by four Almaty-
based alumni.  
 
Ten Municipal Support for Small Business Development program alumni, from Aktobe, 
oblast organized and conducted a press conference for journalists and oblast officials upon 
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their return from the program. Participants shared information from the program and 
discussed their plans to establish an entrepreneurship support center similar to the Small 
Business Administration Centers they visited while in the U.S. 
 
Sergey Molchanov, Infection Control program alumnus and a leader of the Doctors Against 
Drugs, conducted seven lectures for 150 students at Pavlodar Medical University using 
materials and information gathered during the Infection Control study tour to Chicago.  Mr. 
Molchanov is implementing a project to provide outpatient care for persons who are HIV 
positive, have AIDS, or are former drug addicts. He is also providing specialty consultations 
and screenings, information about prevention of sexual and injection transmission of 
AIDS/HIV, hepatitis, STDs among teenagers and children. Additionally, he submitted a 
project proposal for consideration to the European Union which focuses national attention on 
developing and applying disease prevention and control, environmental health, health 
promotion, prevention and education activities designed to improve the health of the people 
of Kazakhstan. 
  
Ludmila Astashkina, Infection Control program alumna and head of the Pavlodar branch of 
the Family Doctors Association, conducted a series of training of trainers for doctor-trainers 
on healthy living with the support of the Eurasia Foundation. Her project will improve 
medicial services in rural regions of the Atyrau oblast.  
 
While in Tulsa, the Municipal Support for Small Business Development group planted trees 
during a volunteer project. Anar Darzhanova applied her U.S. experience and initiated a 
tree-planting campaign which involved officials and colleagues from the City 
Entrepreneurship Department.  
 
Community Connections staff conducted nine month evaluation interviews with seven of 
nine Anti Trafficking program alumni from Almaty, Shymkent, Taraz, Astana and Kokshetau 
cities. 
 
Community Connections staff conducted 9 month follow-on evaluation interviews with 9 of 
10 Infection Control program alumni from Karaganda and Pavlodar provinces.  

Meetings: 
Community Connections staff participated in the training provided by KNCV TB CAP project 
implementers during the TB Management program recruiting visit to the Ust- Kamenogorsk 
city.  
 
СС and USAID representatives had a debriefing meeting with TB Management program 
alumni upon their arrival from the USA. The participants rated the program highly, both the 
professional and cultural aspects.  
 
The CC Coordinator met with court representatives in Zhambyl and Kyzylorda to discuss the 
upcoming US Adversarial Legal System program. Also, links with RK Supreme Court and 
Union of Judges were established to ensure sufficient dissemination of the program 
information amongst prosecutors, judges and attorneys.   
  
Media Coverage: 
Oleg Belov, Eco Tourism program alumnus published articles in the national magazine 
“Veter Stranstviy”. Issue 3 at www.veters.kz  
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A number of articles were published in Aktobe oblast newspapers by journalists who 
attended a press conference organized by Municipal Support for Small Business 
Development alumni.  
 
Oleg Belov, Ecotourism program alumnus published a series of articles about children’s 
camps in the U.S., specifically in Arizona, which he visited during his program, and about 
the follow-on Great Silk Eco Road Project initiated by Ecotourism alumni. The objective of 
the project is to develop attractive and environmentally friendly tour routes for domestic 
and international tourists.  
 
There was also an article in the Ak Zhaiyk Atyrau city newspaper on the vocational 
education program.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Vocational Education program advertising materials were distributed free of charge by KSBD 
project partners and the Forum of Kazakhstan Entrepreneurs.  
 
CC staff conducted interviews and Tier 1 PDO for the MDR TB management and social 
support to MDR TB patients program partricipants at the Ust- Kamenogorsk 
 
 

 
American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 

 

 
 

Noteworthy Events:  
On April 6 and 7, semifinalists for the Strengthening of Local Education Departments and 
Methodological Units program were interviewed at the AC office in Bishkek. Ten finalists and 
2 alternates were selected by the interviewers and approved by the USAID/CAR mission. 
 
On April 15, the TIER I Pre-departure Orientation for Strengthening of Local Education 
Departments and Methodological Units program finalists and alternates was conducted.  
Twelve program participants from Chui, Issyk-Kul and Naryn oblasts represented 
Kyrgyzstan local education departments. 

On May 18 and 19, the Apparel Manufacturers program semifinalists were interviewed in 
ACCELS Bishkek office.  Ten finalists and two alternates were chosen and approved by the 
USAID/CAR mission. 

On May 27, the TIER II Pre-Departure Orientation for the Strengthening of Local Education 
Departments and Methodological Units program finalists was conducted.  Ten program 
participants from Chui, Issyk-Kul and Naryn oblasts participated. 
 
CC staff received 233 applications for the Youth Volunteerism in Community Development 
program.  Review and ranking of applications started on May 29th. 159 applications were 
disqualified due to participant ineligibility or incomplete documents.  
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Between June 7th and 21st, an application reading committee evaluated applications for the 
Youth Volunteerism in Community Development program.  Of 70 applications reviewed 29 
were chosen as semifinalists.   

On June 9th-11th, Ainura Zhusupova, alumna of the Energy Efficiency in the Social Sector 
group, organized a workshop on climate change prevention at Jalalabat State University for 
non-governmental organization leaders, local government, and students. Thirty workshop 
participants represented university researchers, faculty, NGO leaders and CC program 
alumni from Jalalabat and Osh Oblasts.  The presenters shared their experiences on energy 
generating sources and energy saving skills/knowledge from the United States and Western 
Europe.  Participants gained theoretical and practical knowledge about green energy 
practices, learned about green practice in the U.S. and about U.S. culture, and received a 
booklet and DVD based on workshop content. Akylbek Joldoshov, CC program Central Asian 
Regional M&E Specialist, attended the workshop.  
 
On July 21-23, twenty-nine semifinalists of the Youth Volunteerism in Community 
Development program were interviewed in the American Councils office in Bishkek.  As a 
result of the interviews, 11 finalists and 2 alternates were identified and approved by the 
USAID/CAR mission. 

On August 4, a TIER I Pre-Departure Orientation for the program finalists and alternates of 
the Apparel Manufacturers program was conducted.  Twelve program participants from Chui 
and Osh oblasts represented the Kyrgyzstan sewing industry. 

On September 8, a TIER I Pre-Departure Orientation for the finalists and alternates of the 
Youth Volunteerism in Community Development program was conducted.  Thirteen program 
participants from Chui, Issyk-Kul, Osh and Jalalabat oblast youth organizations actively took 
part. 

On September 15, the Apparel Manufacturers program finalists had their visa interviews in 
the U.S. Embassy and obtained visas. 

On September 21, a TIER II Pre-Departure Orientation for the Apparel Manufacturers 
program finalists was conducted.  Ten program participants from Chui and Osh oblasts 
participated. 
 
Alumni Activities: 
In June, a nine-month evaluation of the Blood Safety and Infection Control (2009) program 
was conducted.  In September, nine-month evaluations were conducted for the University 
Administration & Education Quality program, and the Energy Efficiency and Savings and the 
Role of the Social Sector program. 
 
On September 18, 13 Community Connections program alumni participated in the annual 
Alumni Reunion organized by the U.S. Embassy and the Alumni Association. Four of the CCP 
alumni received certificates for active participation in alumni activities. Additionally, an 
alumnus of the 2006 Religious Diversity (Osh) program,  Ilias Aitiev, made a presentation 
about the series of trainings he provided for schoolchildren on bride kidnapping, a common 
practice in rural Kyrgyzstan. 
 
Media Coverage: 
A newspaper article in Kyrgyz entitled Goodwill Expansion was published in “Tengir Too”, 
Naryn Regional Newspaper about Sagyndyk Chekirbaev, alumnus of the Religion in a 
Secular Society program.  
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From July – September 2010, six articles were published in the Kut Bilim newspaper and 
one article was published in the quarterly Mektep-Shkola magazine.  
 
 
 
Meetings:   
On June 29th, CC staff organized a debriefing meeting for participants in the Strengthening 
of Local Education Departments and Methodological Units program.  Myrza Karimov, 
USAID/Kyrgyzstan, participated.  The participants also shared and discussed their action 
plans. 
 
On July 15, Ainur Mamashova, an alumna of the 2009 Energy Efficiency program came to 
the CC office to donate 2000 soms  (43 USD) to program alumni who suffered during June 
unrest in the south of Kyrgyzstan.  Program alumni were also treated free of charge at the 
Sokuluk hospital, where she is employed. 
 
One August 20, Aiibhan Akhmatov, an alumnus from the 2009 Blood Safety and Infection 
Control from the isolated Batken region submitted a project proposal to organize a series of 
workshops on infection control in all rayons of Batken oblast. 
 
On September 9, the CC Bishkek team met with Natalia Djumanalieva from the U.S. 
Embassy and the CC Alumni Association to discuss organizational details for the Alumni 
Reunion. 
 
Cost -Saving Measure: 
CC/KG saved about $600 on room rental by conducting five pre-departure orientations at 
the American Councils office in Bishkek.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
On July 30, M&E specialist Akylbek Joldoshov completed his work with CC.  Program staff 
will re-evaluate the needs for follow-on support, and monitoring and evaluation in the next 
few months. 
 

 
 

American Councils /Tajikistan 
 

 
  
 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
The Community Connections Program Specialist met with various representatives of 
organizations working on research and advocacy for the Think Tanks 2010 program. 
Meetings with USAID and Academy of Science representatives were initiated in April 2010. 
The VERF was approved and made active, and thorough recruitment took place in 
Tajikistan.   
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In April 2010, the Community Connections team, together with local and international 
experts, conducted interviews for applicants of the Extension Services in Boosting 
Agriculture in Dushanbe and Khujand. As a result, 10 finalists and 3 alternates were 
identified for participation in the program.  
 
On April 21, the Community Connections team conducted a TIER I Pre-Departure 
Orientation for the Extension Services in Boosting Agriculture program’s finalists and 
alternates. SME program’s alumna came to greet participants and share information about 
the US trip.  
 
On May 5, the Community Connections team organized a TIER II Pre-Departure Orientation 
for finalists of the Women Crisis Centers and Shelters program. The following day the 
participants left for the US, returning on May 27.  
 
On June 2, the Community Connections team conducted a TIER II Pre-Departure Orientation 
for the Extension Services in Boosting Agriculture. Participants of the program departed for 
the US on June 3 and returned on June 24.  
In June 2010, the Community Connections team, together with local and international 
experts on think tanks, conducted a review of applications for the Think Tanks group. On 
June 28, 29 and 30, interviews for semifinalists of Think Tanks program were conducted in 
Dushanbe. As a result, 10 finalists and 3 alternates were identified for participation in the 
program.  
 
In July and August, nine-month evaluations were conducted with the Veterinarians for 
Livestock and SME Development alumni.  
 
On September 7, Gulru Azamova and Aziza Ernazarova, Community Connections staff, 
conducted a TIER II orientation for the Think Tanks program. Nigina Alieva, 
USAID/TJ/Democracy and Conflict Mitigation Project Management Specialist, met with Tajik 
Think Tank leaders to share their ideas about the upcoming trip to the US. On September 9, 
the think tank leaders departed to Washington, DC and returned to Tajikistan on September 
30.  That same day, participants of the Think Tanks program met with Community 
Connections Program staff for the post-program debriefing.   
 
The Community Connections Program Specialist worked with CC alumni to identify 
interesting and innovative ideas to conduct follow-on IC activities. Three ideas were 
selected. Marifat Shokirova, CC Women Crisis Centers and Shelters alumnus and Gulru 
Azamova, Community Connections Program Specialist, met to discuss and draft a VERF on 
the Push up Activity to the draft Law. The VERF was approved by USAID and program 
implementation starts in October, 2010.  
 
In September, CC staff worked closely with alumni to develop a number of ideas for IC 
follow-on activities. Three projects are at the design stage. 
 
In July - August, Malika Bahovadinova, former CC Program Specialist, worked with alumni 
to support them in designing their small grant proposals. Consequently, four CC Alumni 
received small grants from the US Embassy Alumni Grant Program:  

• Namozkhon Boboev, 2006 Alumnus of Secondary School Textbook Authors 
implemented the project on summer school for difficult children;  

• Roziya Jakinzade, 2006  Alumna of Secondary School Textbook Authors organized 
the teaching of English to 5 – 7 year olds in two kindergartens in Kistakuz Jamoat;  
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• Dilobar Sanginova, 2009 Alumna of Small and Medium Enterprise Development, will  
conduct workshops on creating small business and developing of canning skills for 
120 women in 3 cities in Sughd Region;  

• Shavqat Juraev, 2009 Alumnus of Small and Medium Enterprise Development, 
conducted two-day training workshops on development of green houses for 20 
farmers in Isfara City. During the seminar, Shavqat also introduced trainees to new 
technologies and practices used by U.S. agriculturists.  

 
Meetings: 
In April, Community Connections staff had a meeting with alumni of Small and Medium 
Enterprise Development and Loan Management to discuss the future development of the 
Community Connections Alumni Association. Alumni of the SME program joined the 
association and plan to work on its institutional development.  
In April, Community Connections staff conducted a number of meetings with representatives 
of the Russian Tajik Slavic University, the Tajik Academy of Science and USAID to discuss 
development of VERF for the Think Tanks program.  
 
In June, Aziza Ernazarova attended a USAID financial management workshop for recipients. 
In the workshop Ms. Ernazarova was acquainted with new financial regulations of USAID 
and the host country.  
 
In June, Hospital Management alumni met with one host family from Charlotte, NC who 
came to Tajikistan to visit Karimov Abdumutalim, Community Connections alumni.  
 
In July, Gulru Azamova, had an introductory meeting with Jessica Leonard, CAR Regional 
Director for American Councils, to discuss lessons learned and future visions for CC 
programs.  
 
In September, Gulru Azamova met with Nigina Alieva, Project Management Specialist on 
Democracy and Conflict Mitigation, USAID/Tajikistan Country Office to discuss 2011 
program topics and ideas.  
 
In September, Community Connections staff participated in a networking business lunch 
arranged by USAID/Tajikistan/DM office. All USAID/DM partners were invited to update their 
project activities and find cross cutting areas for future partnerships.  
In September, the ACIE Country Director and CC Program Specialist attended a security 
meeting conducted at the U.S. Embassy.  
 
In September, the CC Program Specialist met with Malika Makhkambaeva and Dilorom 
Kosimova, USAID/TJ Project Management Specialists on Health and Education to discuss the 
2011 Health Education and Management program priorities and content.  
 
In September, the CC Program Specialist met with Marian Sheridan, Zdrav Plus Country 
Director/ USAID Contractor in Health to discuss the current situation in the health 
management and education sector.  
 
In September, the CC Program Specialist visited the Internews Network Tajikistan office to 
meet with Izatmand Salloev, Country Director for Internews, to discuss the current situation 
of broadcast media and their priority needs.  
 
Media Coverage: 
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On June 3, the Community Connections staff organized a press event to publicize the return 
of the Women Crisis Centers and Shelters group to Tajikistan from Sacramento, CA. Eight 
journalists from the local newspapers attended the press events and two major articles were 
published about the event in local newspapers.   
 
The Think Tanks program was widely advertised in local newspapers and radio. The CC 
Program Specialist placed three-week announcements in the popular weekly newspaper 
“Asia-Plus”, and ads on the Radio stations “Asia Plus” broadcasting in whole Republic.   
 
On July 1, Community Connection staff organized a press event to publicize the return of 
the Extension Services in Boosting Agriculture group from Columbus, OH. Three journalists 
from local newspapers attended the press event and one radio broadcast was conducted.    
 
Surayo Mardonova, alumna of the 2010 Women Crisis Centers and Shelters program, who 
currently works at the local NGO Education and Social Aid Center, has published an article in 
the Nuri Zindagi Newspaper, discussing her impressions of the exchange program. The 
summary of the article has been translated and is attached in a separate file to this report. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Interviews for the Extension Services in Boosting Agriculture program in Khujand were 
organized in American Councils’ advising center, which saved 100 USD.  
 
The TIER II Pre-Departure Orientation for Think Tanks Program finalists was organized at 
the American Councils’ office, which saved 100 USD.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Gulru Azamova was hired for the position of CC Program Management Specialist as of 
August 1, 2010.  
 
 
 

American Councils/Turkmenistan 
 

 
 

 
Noteworthy Events: 
A VERF was submitted to USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR for approval for the 
program Evidence Based Medicine as a Basis for Successful Disease Management.  
 
Recruitment for the Introducing Advanced Livestock Technology group ended on May 4, 
2010 with 40 application forms submitted for the program. The Introducing Advanced 
Livestock Technology group will be hosted by the Iowa Council for International 
Understanding located in Des Moines, Iowa.  
 
On July 28, the Introducing Advanced Livestock Technology group left for the United States. 
The group was hosted by the Iowa Council for International Understanding located in Des 
Moines, Iowa. On August 19, the group returned to Turkmenistan. 
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Recruitment for the Evidence Based Medicine as a Basis for Successful Disease Management 
group ended on August 20 with 27 application forms submitted for the program. Tier I 
Orientation for the group was conducted on September 23. The Evidence Based Medicine as 
a Basis for Successful Disease Management group will be hosted by the International House 
located in Charlotte, North Carolina.  
 
Meetings: 
On April 16, 2010, Natalya Akmuradova had a meeting with Bahtygul Karryeva, Liaison 
Officer of the World Health Organization in Turkmenistan. The goal of the meeting was to 
discuss the application of evidence based approaches in Turkmenistan healthcare and 
gather information for the VERF on Evidence Based Medicine as the Basis for Successful 
Disease Management program.  
 
On April 19, 2010, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Natalya Basova, an expert in the 
field of family medicine. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the previous experience 
of using evidence based approaches in family medicine and to gather information for the 
VERF for the Evidence Based Medicine as a Basis for Successful Disease Management 
program.  
 
On June 11, 2010, Carter Johnson had a meeting with Jaap Sprey, Advisor for the Support 
to the National Coordinating Unit in Turkmenistan. They discussed upcoming plans for 
Community Connections Program and TACIS projects, and agreed to share more 
information about future overlaps between the programs and potential candidates that 
might be identified by either of the offices. 
 
From June 16 through June 30, 2010, Olga Tyurina, Community Connections Logistics 
Assistant had meetings with alumni from Promoting Alternative Energy Technologies group. 
The meetings were held as part of a nine-month evaluation process designed to collect 
information about how CC alumni applied the experience they gained on their CC program.    
 
From August 16 through August 27, Ms. Akmuradova had meetings with alumni from the 
group, City Management in the U.S. The meetings were held as part of a nine-month 
evaluation process designed to collect information about how CC alumni applied the 
experience they gained on their CC program. 
 
On September 28, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Oraz Vasov, Head of the 
International Department at the Academy of Sciences of Turkmenistan. The goal of the 
meeting was to discuss graduate education in Turkmenistan, current needs of this field, and 
gather information for the VERF for the Integration of International Standards in Graduate 
Studies program.  
 
Later that day, Ms. Akmuradova met with Djemilya Sarjayeva, the Head of the English 
Language Department, Academy of Sciences, to discuss the graduate student selection 
process, faculty issues, and curriculum development for graduate school. This information 
was also used for the VERF for the Integration of International Standards in Graduate 
Studies program.     
 
From September 21 through September 30, Ms. Tyurina, Community Connections Logistics 
Assistant, had meetings and telephone interviews with alumni from the Emergency Medicine 
and Road Traffic Incidents group. The meetings were held as part of the nine-month 
evaluation process. 
 
Media Coverage: 
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Information about the Introducing Advanced Livestock Technology program was distributed 
through USAID Contractors, the PAS networks (listserv, Information Resource Center, etc.), 
the OSCE Center in Ashgabat, American Corner networks, and the Livestock Association 
“Turkmenmallary”.   
 
The announcement for the Introducing Advanced Livestock Technology program was also 
placed in the nation-wide daily “Neutral Turkmenistan” newspaper. The announcement 
about this CC program was also placed on the US Embassy’s and American Councils’ 
websites. Thematic CC brochures for the Introducing Advanced Livestock Technology 
program were developed and distributed through the above networks.  
 
Information about the Evidence Based Medicine as a Basis for Successful Disease 
Management program was distributed through USAID contractors, the PAS networks 
(listserv, Information Resource Center, etc.), the OSCE Center in Ashgabat, the American 
Corner networks, Peace Corps, and the Ministry of Healthcare and Medical Industry of 
Turkmenistan.   
 
An announcement about this CC program was placed on the US Embassy’s and American 
Councils’ websites. Thematic CC brochures for the Evidence Based Medicine as a Basis for 
Successful Disease Management program were developed and distributed through the 
above networks.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
CC program interviews and orientation meetings were conducted at the PAS Conference 
Room and American Councils office which allowed saving money on room rental. 
Additionally, some materials were translated by the American Councils staff, which saved 
money on translation of materials.  
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS INSPIRES CHANGE 
 

It was the Community Connections exchange that inspired Marina Kuptadze, alumna of CC/Georgia 
Media Advocacy to help local television managers improve the way they do business: 

 
“I will never forget those 22 days I spent in the U.S. The exchange made a great impact on my 

professional growth and the media environment in Samtskhe‐Javakheti region.” 
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I. WORLD LEARNING/DC UPDATES 
 

 
Washington, D.C. 

 
 
 
 
 
Group/Participant Arrivals:   

 

 
Program Highlights 
As indicated in the chart above, World Learning successfully placed, monitored, and 
evaluated 11 programs for 111 US visitors during this period. The World Learning 
sub-contractors, PH International and American Councils, conducted 6 In-Country 
Programs for 95 participants.  
 
While World Learning’s Serbia field Office and the World Learning sub-contractors 
(CSED, PH International, and American Councils) worked with their respective USAID 
Missions to determine specific program themes, design US and IC VERFs, conduct a 
thorough recruitment and selection of CC visitors and implement IC programs, World 
Learning/DC continued to conduct an extensive and transparent procurement 
process to match specific needs of each US VERF with the most appropriate US Host 
Organizations. Attached are the updated Procurement Reports (CC Host 
Organization Bidding List and the US and IC Procurement Tracking Charts) 
that provide a detailed account of all US and IC procurement for FY10 to date.  
 

Country US Programs US Participants In-Country 
Follow-On 
Programs 

In-Country 
Follow-On 
Participants 

Armenia 0 0 1 4 
Azerbaijan 0 0 0 0 
Belarus 0 0 0 0 
Georgia 1 10 0 0 
Kazakhstan 2 20 0 0 
Kyrgyzstan 3 30 1 36 
Moldova 0 0 0 0 
Russia 1 10 0 0 
Serbia 1 10 0 0 
Tajikistan 1 10 2 3 
Turkmenistan 1 10 1 20 
Ukraine 1 11 1 35 
Uzbekistan 0 0 0 0 
TOTAL 11 111 6 95 



World Learning conducted procurement for 39 new US VERFs received during this 
period. A total of 39 Host Organization Capability Statements were ranked and 
Recommendation Memos were written by World Learning program staff for 
USAID/Mission and EGAT approval. After working with the Host Organizations to 
draft detailed program schedules, World Learning staff then submitted VEPs for 
USAID Mission and EGAT for approval.     
 
The 11 programs that were in the US during this reporting period were carefully 
monitored by World Learning program staff to ensure that US Host Organizations 
were implementing the programs in accordance with the USAID signed VEPs.  World 
Learning provided the following services for all programs: administrative briefings 
upon arrival to review USAID policies and procedures, review of the USAID Health 
Insurance Program, and tax form requirements; weekly monitoring calls via Skype 
with participants and Host organizations; exit de-briefings and completion of exit 
evaluations; End of Program Summary reports (EPSR); and final VEP Budgets. 
 
Deliverables 
October 31, 2009 World Learning submitted the Semi-Annual Report for the period 
April-September 2009. 
 
All US and IC VERFs received during this period have been posted on the electronic 
VERF Library for easy access by World Learning staff, sub-contractors and USAID. 
 
The Community Connections Checkbook was submitted to USAID/EGAT/ED and 
each Mission on the 15th of each month. 
 
Program Highlights 
January 10, 2010 World Learning received “Cultural Differences” documents from 
each of the CC countries. These documents have been provided to host organizations 
and host families to help ease the culture shock experienced by the visitors and the 
American hosts. 
 
Underscoring the importance of volunteerism in America and role of volunteering in 
each program, World Learning distributed a Volunteers in America outline to all 
Host Organizations. This is also given to all participants to familiarize themselves 
with the role of volunteerism in local communities. 
 
World Learning developed Welcome and Information Letter guidelines to help 
standardize all the informational letters provided to the CC participants.  
 
World Learning authored a World Learning Pre-Departure Handbook that is now 
issued to FY10 CC participants. A copy of the Handbook is attached. 
 
40 participants have now completed the exit questionnaire using the on-line Survey 
Monkey.  This tool is proving to be cost-effective and flexible as the participants are 
able to respond to questions quickly and thoroughly.  
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Meetings, Site Visits and Conferences 
December 8, 2009 World Learning met with AQE to discuss the WL/NYU Capstone 
Project, Checkbook and Pipeline Reporting, Final VEP Closeouts, and M&E for 
Community Connections.   
 
December 8, 2009 Sandra McCormick from the World Affairs Council in La Crosse, 
Wisconsin visited World Learning to discuss Community Connections.  
 
December 9, 2009 Elizabeth Balint from the Host Organization WSOS Community 
Action Commission, in Ohio visited World Learning to discuss Community 
Connections. 
 
January 13, 2010 World Learning met with AQE to review a the Community 
Connections power point presentation World Learning prepared for the E & E 
Program Officers Conference. 
 
February 10, 2010 World Learning conducted a session at the Annual NCIV 
Conference on How to Become a Pre-qualified Community Connections Host 
Organization. 
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Savings Measures 
 
World Learning requires a 20% cost share for each program from all Host 
Organizations. The total cost share during this period for 11 programs awarded totals 
$168,204. 
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        CSED/Moldova 
 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events  

∗ During this period, two VERF’s (Hospital Management and Secondary School 
Administration) were submitted to USAID and approved on December 10, 2009.   

∗ CSED began the recruitment campaign for the Hospital Management and 
Secondary School Administration groups on November 12, 2009. Promotion was 
conducted nationwide. Advertisements about the program were published in the 
national, regional and local newspapers. The deadline for application submission 
was December 18, 2009.   

∗ The Secondary School Administration program is scheduled to start on April 21 
and end on May 13, 2010. The Hospital Management group is planned to depart 
Moldova on May 12, and return on June 3, 2010 

∗ CSED organized 12 trips to the biggest cities of Moldova and presented the 
programs to hospital managers and administrators, school directors and 
administrators and regional level representatives of the Ministry of Education. CC 
recruitment meetings in the regions were organized with the support of CC 
Alumni, Local Authorities (Mayor’s office) and representatives of Business 
Development Organizations. 

∗ Over 330 applications were distributed during recruitment at meetings with 
professional associations and various focus groups.  Many interested applicants 
preferred to download the applications from CSED’s web-site. The website 
registered 1566 visits during the recruitment period (November 12 – December 
18, 2009). 

∗ In order to reach candidates in the rural areas, CSED mailed the information 
about the programs to specific targets groups.  The information about the 
Community Connections programs was sent by mail, email and facsimile to the 
following institutions:  Government Apparatus, all District Councils, the 
Mayoralties of the biggest cities, and all editorial offices, newspapers and mass-
media institutions, and also to all US Government Program Alumni by the Alumni 
Resource Center. 

∗ Information about the programs was also mailed to all schools and all hospitals in 
Moldova. CSED also collaborated with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry 
of Health. Both Ministries used their own channels and communication networks 
to inform potential applicants about the Community Connections programs for 
the 2009-2010 year.  

∗ Community Connections Programs were placed on the following sites: 
www.csed.md (In the period November 12 – December 18, 2009 the CSED 
registered 1566 visits) and www.edu.md  - web site of the Ministry of Education. 
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∗ Promotion and call for applications ended on December 18, 2009 with the 
following number of applications per program: Secondary School Administration – 
115; Hospital Management – 50. 

 
∗ All applications received by CSED for both programs were reviewed. The lists of 

semi-finalists to be invited to interviews were proposed to USAID for approval. 
The USAID mission approved the following number of semifinalists per program 
(that were interviewed): Secondary School Administration – 25; Hospital 
Management – 22. 

 
∗ Interviews for the two groups were held during the month of February. The 

members of the interview committee for the Secondary School Administration 
program were:  
 

Eugene Sienkiewicz – USAID Development Officer, Sandra Smith – Director of 
the QSI International School of Chisinau, Corneliu Rusnac - CC Activity Manager 
(USAID), Valentina Spinu – program assistant US Embassy and Constantin 
Schendra - CSED Executive Director.  

 
The members of the interview committee for the Hospital Management 

program were: Jereme Mellenthin – Medical Officer (US Embassy), Corneliu 
Rusnac CC Activity Manager (USAID), Pavel Ursu – Director of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in Moldova and Constantin Schendra - CSED Executive 
Director. 

 
∗ After conducting the interviews, the Selection Committee selected 10 finalists and 

5 alternates for each of the groups. In accordance with the established 
procedures the US Embassy performed the SRFI checks. CSED received the 
results on February 26; all participants were cleared.   

 
∗ After the interviews, CSED made sure that all visitors underwent medical exams 

before being accepted into the program. All participants were entered in USAID 
VCS (Visa Compliance System) and were verified, approved and submitted by the 
responsible persons.        

 
∗ During this period the Host Organizations for the two groups were selected after 

a competitive bidding process. The Secondary School Administration group will be 
hosted by PH International in Waitsfield, Vermont and the Hospital Management 
program will be organized by the World Services of La Crosse from Wisconsin.  

 
∗ CSED developed Participants’ profiles for the Secondary School Administration 

group that will start the program on April 21st. This brought more details on the 
work experience of our finalists and expectations they have towards the program. 
This information was forwarded to World Learning to give to the Host 
Organization. 

 
∗ This year the selection committee decided to include in the list of finalists four 

applicants from the Transnistria Region. We have two persons from Transnistria 
in the Secondary School Administration group; Roibu Maria from Bender and 
Tvicenco Angela  from Dubasari – both of them work as Directors within local 
schools;  
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∗ In the other group, Mr. Sacun Boris and Buzuc Evghenia both from Tiraspol were 
selected by the Interview Committee as finalists for the Hospital Management 
Program. Mr. Sacun is now acting as Deputy Head Doctor of the Tiraspol 
Republican Clinical Hospital and Mrs. Buzuc is the Head Doctor of the Regional 
Clinical Dermato-Venereal Diseases Dispensary.  

 
∗ In the last years the efforts of the US Embassy and the USAID in bringing 

together the conflicting parts from both banks of the Nistru River are 
considerable and the Community Connections program is also trying to bring 
people and professionals together. 

 
Meetings  
CSED organized 12 meetings in the biggest cities from Moldova and presented the 
programs to hospital managers and administrators, School Directors and 
administrators and regional level, representatives of the Ministry of Education. 
 
Constantin Schendra participated in two Chief of Party meetings that were organized 
by the USAID mission in Moldova and were held on March 16, 2010.       
 
Media Coverage 
Community Connections programs were published in 17 national, regional and local 
newspapers and placed on the following sites: www.csed.md; www.edu.md; and 
www.basa.md  
 
Cost-Saving Measures  
CSED is using the VAT exemption for all the expenses related to the program. 
PDOs and Interviews were held at CSED’s office, this for allows savings on room 
rental. CSED negotiated group discounts with the travel agent, as well as free taxi 
vouchers for transportation to the airport for all the participants.   
 
Staffing Updates 
None 
 
 

 
 

World Learning/Serbia 
 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events  
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∗ Three new VERFS were created and approved during this period: Effective 
Implementation of Conflict of Interest Laws, Establishing Internships, and 
Women’s Health. 
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∗ Five Community Connections alumni were invited to attend the US Embassy 

reception for Anne Chick, the SEED fund representative for this region visiting 
from Washington, at the home of the Charge, Jennifer Brush on October 22, 
2009. Our CC staff was also included. 

 
∗ The Waste Management and Recycling Group of 10 participants traveled to 

Cleveland, Ohio and New York City for their Community Connections Program 
with the Cleveland Council for World Affairs from December 1-December 23, 
2009 after having their Tier II orientation on November 20.  Their PDO was 
attended by Conrad Turner the PAO, Susan Delja, the Cultural Attaché, and 
Vukica Stankovic, Cultural Assistant of the US Embassy.   

 
∗ World Learning developed a new website for Community Connections 

www.worldlearning.org.rs that has a greater capacity for applications, pictures, 
success stories and is much more user friendly for staff to make changes and 
accessibility for other users. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle and Tatjana Potezica attended the International Labor Office 

conference on Youth Employability on October 30 that was held in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Labor, the Ministry of Education, and the Ministry of Economy 
and Regional Development to network regarding the Establishing Internships 
program. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle also attended the NALED (National Association of Local Economic 

Development) reception related to their annual meeting to network related to the 
Corporate Social Responsibility VERF development also on October 30. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle attended the European Conference on Adult Education invited by 

the Adult Education Society and the University of Belgrade on November 14 for 
possible networking for Establishing Internships.  

 
∗ Recruitment for Women’s Health and for Effective Implementation of the Conflict 

of Interest Laws was conducted and completed.  Selection Committees for 
Establishing Internships, Women’s Health, and the Effective Implementation of 
the Conflict of Interest Laws met and completed their work.  Tier I workshops 
were held for all these groups: on February 4 - Establishing Internships, February 
19 - Women’s Health, and March 12 - Conflict of Interest Laws.    

 
∗ The Waste Management and Recycling Group of 10 participants that traveled to 

Cleveland, Ohio and New York City for their Community Connections Program 
with the Cleveland Council for World Affairs from December 1-December 23, 
2009 had their debriefing on January 15. It was attended by all participants 
(except B92 journalist Aleksandra Galic, who was on assignment) and by Conrad 
Turner the PAO, Vukica Stankovic and Tijana Waterson, Cultural Assistants of the 
US Embassy, and Craig Hempfling and Ivana Stevanovic of NGO “Tree House” 
who were doing an analysis of recycling for the USAID Compete Project (Craig 
had also been on the Selection Committee for this program.)   
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∗ Community Connections USAID Activity Manager Roslyn Waters-Jensen and 
Susan Delja of the Public Affairs Department approved a pilot program of small 
grants for Community Connections alumni.  On March 29 in Nis and on March 31 
in Belgrade, two workshops were held to inform alumni about small grants and 

http://www.worldlearning.org.rs/


how to apply to them and other US Embassy alumni and Democracy Commission 
grants. Thirty-eight participants attended these workshops. Public Affairs staff 
also participated in Belgrade to talk about alumni’s grant options. In addition to 
alumni of previous programs, participants from Establishing Internships also 
attended since they will be alumni before the deadline for small grants 
submission. 
 

∗ World Learning/Serbia is in the process of adapting/translating the World 
Learning Small Grants Kit into Serbian and consulting a lawyer/accountant for 
Serbia specific needs before launching a small grants pilot program here.  

 
∗  Mary Fran Doyle and Duska Stanisic attended a training given by the US 

Embassy about the implementation of the new online DS-160 that will be 
implemented in Serbia on March 22. 

 
∗ On March 30, 2010, Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic attended the “CSR 

Forum,” that included a marketplace of companies, civil society organizations, 
and panels with various players involved in CSR, including USAID Mission 
Director, Michael Harvey.  The Forum was financed by USAID and implemented 
by one of their grantee partners, Smart Kolektiv.  The contacts and perspective 
received at this Forum will help World Learning in completing the VERF and 
recruiting for this CC program. 

 
∗ Two CC alumni from Youth and Sports met with the US Embassy Charge Jennifer 

Brush on a recent trip to Nis at a dinner she hosted for a small group of alumni 
from this area of Serbia to better understand their needs and views on US 
assistance.  These same two alumni met earlier with US Embassy alumni 
coordinator Tijana Waterson about doing an alumni mentoring program with 
FORECAST Exchange and A-SMYLE (high school) alumni about exercising and 
healthy lifestyles. 

 
∗ CC alumni Andrijan Tasic (Youth and Sports 2008) received a $1000 from the US 

Embassy alumni fund for a project to send children’s books in Serbian for a 
Community Library in Charlotte, North Carolina, his host community with a large 
Serbian Diaspora community.  The project is being done in conjunction with the 
Rotary Club in Nis and the money will pay for the transport of the books over the 
next year.  The first shipment of books went and was received in North Carolina. 

 
∗ CC Alumna Jelena Manic (Youth and Employment 2009) and the NGO she works 

with, the Belgrade Open School, received a $14,000 grant from the US Embassy 
Democracy Commission to set up and implement a Career Guidance and 
Counseling online portal. Jelena and BOS are also involved in a program to 
implement three professional pilot workshops in Career Guidance and Counseling 
for 4 staff each from 15 high schools in conjunction with USAID implementer 
Development Alternatives Preparedness and Planning for Economic Security 
Project, who sent a technical observer on this program with the CC group. They 
are now moving forward with USAID’s approval on related youth employability 
programs that will include others who were part of this group.  
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∗ CC Alumna Jelena Manic also came to the World Learning offices to share her 
observations about her CC experience with the 5 students involved in the 
Princeton/WL Bridge Year Program in Serbia. Jelena’s family in Nis, in a gesture 



of reciprocal hospitality, will host one of these students for 5 months when they 
are placed in Nis doing community service. 

 
Meetings 
 
∗ On October 2, Mary Fran Doyle and Tatjana Potezica met with Transparency 

International staff related to the background development of the Effective 
Implementation of the Conflict of Interest Laws VERF and also met with several 
staff from the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities regarding their 
initiative to implement the municipal code of ethics related to the same VERF. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle met with Ellen Kelly, USAID Rule of Law Advisor, to share 

information about the development of the Conflict of Interest Laws VERF and to 
gain additional perspectives on the data already gathered on October 8. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle and Ivana Zivkovic met with Vesna Jaric, Women’s Equality 

Advisor to the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection about the Women’s Health 
VERF. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle, Ivana Zivkovic, and Marijana Todorovic met with Dr. Snezana 

Pantic Aksentijevic, advisor to the Minister of Health and former International 
Visitor’s Program participant, to learn more about the current situation of 
Women’s Health in Serbia on October 26. 

 
∗ On November 3, Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic met with Maury Wray 

Bridges and Olja Pantic from Development Alternatives about their perspectives 
on Establishing Internships and the internship pilot program that DAI had 
implemented this past summer. 

 
∗ On November 5, Marijana Todorovic met with Dr. Hinshaw of the University of 

Michigan and Natasa Milicevic of the BelHospice, a private Serbian health care 
service, regarding Patient and Hospital Support and Hospice Care while Dr. 
Hinshaw was here consulting on Hospice Care. While this VERF will not be 
elaborated on until later in the coming year, we took advantage of Dr. Hinshaw’s 
visit to gather data for the future. 

 
∗ At the US Embassy on November 6, 2009, Mary Fran Doyle joined other USAID 

Chiefs of Party at a USAID presentation on the results of a survey conducted on 
their behalf on US government assistance in Serbia and people’s perceptions to 
that assistance  

 
∗ On November 10, Marijana Todorovic and Mary Fran Doyle met with Ana Trbovic 

and Tijana Djugumovic of the USAID Competitiveness Project to get their 
perspectives on Establishing Internships, their pilot project on internships with 
the American Chamber of Commerce, and another training with Career Centers.  

 
∗ Also on November 10, Marijana Todorovic and Tanja Potezica attended the 

presentation of the National Youth Strategy for Career Guidance and Counseling 
to network for Establishing Internships and to learn the latest information in 
Serbia related to this topic and its development.   

 12 

 



∗ Marijana Todorovic met with Aleksandra Vidanovic of Junior Achievement and 
Iskra Maksimovic of the FEFA Career Center to gain additional perspectives for 
the Establishing Internship VERF preparation on November 12. 

 
∗ On November 16, Marijana Todorovic and Mary Fran Doyle met with Jelena Matic, 

former CC alumna and Belgrade Open School staff, about Establishing Internships 
and the contacts she would have for recruitment. 

 
∗ Marijana Todorovic met with Stanislava Otasevic of the Autonomous Women’s 

Center about Women’s Health on November 17, 2009    
 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle met with CC alumnus Marko Bankovic, the head of the Career 

Center in Kraguevac, to get his perspective on Establishing Internships and future 
Youth and Employment possible initiatives on November 23.  

 
∗ Marijana Todorovic attended the Human Resources Association Conference in 

Belgrade on December 1 to network for the Establishing Internships program. 
 
∗ On December 16, Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic attended the Youth 

and Entrepreneurship Assistance International Agencies Meeting to network and 
to request their assistance to recruit for the Establishing Internships program.  

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle and other staff met with Tijana Waterson, alumni coordinator of 

the Public Affairs Department of the Embassy, to learn about the new alumni 
grants that the Embassy has available and to discuss other possible alumni 
projects on January 12. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic met with Violeta Jovanovic and Ivana 

Bogosavljevic of the National Alliance for Local Economic Development that has a 
Corporate Social Responsibility Project to understand their perspective and 
information on the issue for the CSR VERF on January 13. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic met with Neda Stankovic and Neven 

Marinovic from the Smart Kolektiv to understand their work on Corporate Social 
Responsibility and to gain additional contacts for CSR. 

 
∗ The Community Connections staff met with Rados Dabetic of the USAID 

Preparedness and Planning for Economic Security Project on February 1 to go 
over procedures for small grants.  Mr. Dabetic is a Serbian lawyer and in charge 
of small grants project financing procedures for PPES. He agreed to give us his 
legal opinion and other helpful hints about implementation of USAID small grants 
in Serbia. 

 
∗ Marijana Todorovic and Mary Fran Doyle met with Susan Delja, Cultural Attaché, 

Vukica Stankovic, Cultural Assistant, and Roslyn Waters-Jensen to agree on the 
procedures and implementation of small grants on March 3. 

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle met with other USAID Chiefs of Party and CTOs at their regular 

monthly meeting on March 3 and asked for any ideas they may have for potential 
Community Connections themes for the following year that could be presented to 
the joint USAID/Embassy group that will help make this decision. 
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∗ Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic met with Sanja Nikolin of Multiservis 
Consulting to explore what might be possible for change agent follow-on training 
for Community Connection Participants to assist them in better implementing 
their action plans on February 17 and on March 19. 

 
∗ On February 23, Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic met with Establishing 

Internships participant Marija Todorovic of the University of Belgrade Career 
Center to discuss a workshop she had participated in about internship mentoring 
in Slovenia. She also shared her and other university career center staff’s desire 
for more training in career guidance and counseling to be able to do their jobs 
better. 

 
∗ Subsequently, Mary Fran Doyle met with Draginja Stojanovic and Susan Delja to 

inquire what was involved in bringing a Fulbright Senior Specialist to address the 
career guidance and counseling training gap for CC alumni and others in Serbia 
since there are not appropriate university curricula in Serbia presently in this 
area.   

 
∗ On March 15, Marijana Todorovic and Mary Fran Doyle met Iskra Maksimovic, 

consultant working on the National Strategy for Career Counseling and Guidance 
about some possible initiatives for follow-on for the Youth and Employment and 
Establishing Internships groups. On March 24, they met with Ana Trbovic and 
Tijana Djugumovic of the USAID Competitiveness Project involved with the 
University Career Centers for their perspectives on the same issues.  

 
∗ Mary Fran Doyle and Marijana Todorovic met with Dr. Snezana Pantic 

Aksentijevic, advisor to the Minister of Health and Dr. Perisa Simonovic, State 
Secretary for the Ministry of Health about the Patient Support and Hospice Care 
Project on March 22.  They also met with Dr. Stanislava Otasevic, Director of the 
Autonomous Women’s Center and health consultant on the same day about the 
same topic. 

 
∗ On March 26, Mary Fran Doyle participated in a meeting with USAID Mission 

Director Michael Harvey, DMD Marilynn Schmidt, Roslyn Waters-Jensen, USAID 
Activity Manager for CC, Conrad Turner, Public Affairs Officer of the Embassy, 
and Susan Delja, Cultural Attaché, to discuss the future of  Community 
Connections Programs here in Serbia given the FORECAST contract situation. 
 

Media Coverage  
 
∗ Press releases were prepared for both Women’s Health and Establishing 

Internships and released by the US Embassy to all media outlets.  They were also 
sent to media contacts that we have with other USAID implementers, FE alumni, 
CC alumni, etc. 
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∗ Press releases were prepared for Conflict of Interest Laws and released by the US 
Embassy to all media outlets.  They were also sent to our media contacts with 
other USAID implementers, CC alumni, etc.  An article about CC alumna, Jelena 
Kurjak, and her work related to internships and Career Counseling with the 
Belgrade University Career Center appeared in 24 Hours, a daily newspaper 
published in Belgrade.  Aleksandra Galic, participant from Waste Management 
and Recycling and B92 journalist has done two different programs on B92 related 
to her program.   



 
Cost-Saving Measures  
 
∗ During this period WL/Serbia had $300.85 in Vat savings.   

 
∗ Conducting one Tier II workshop for Waste Management at the American Corner 

saved $120. 
 

∗ Conducting three Tier I workshops for Establishing Internships, Women’s Health, 
and Effective Implementation of Conflict of Interest Laws at the American Corner 
saved approximately $360.   

 
∗ No consulting fees were for the Selection Committee for Conflict of Interest Laws 

since all were USAID/USG employees resulting in savings of $300.  
 

∗ Both small grants workshops were conducted at the American Corners in Nis and 
Belgrade for a savings of $240.  

 
∗ Tanja Potezica drove the staff in her own car to Nis for the small grants workshop 

instead of hiring a car and driver for a savings of $127.00. 
 

 
Staffing Updates 
 
∗ Ivana Zivkovic went on maternity leave November 1, 2009. Marijana Todorovic 

started as Program Coordinator on October 26, 2009.  Bojana Vujacic started on 
October 21, 2009 as an administrative consultant for Community Connections to 
assist with translations, small grants, and other follow-on.  

 
 

 
 

PH International/Armenia 
 

 

 
Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ The USAID Armenia Mission approved four CC themes for 2010: Investigative 

Journalism, Independent Practice by Emerging Legal Professionals, University 
Partnerships for Workforce Development and Exposure Tour for PR/Press Officers 
of State Institutions and Local Authorities.  A fifth group will be approved next 
quarter. 
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∗ During the reporting period, the following VERFs were approved by USAID: 
Investigative Journalism, Independent Practice by Emerging Legal Professionals, 
and University Partnerships for Workforce Development. 
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∗ Forty-five applications were received for the Investigative Journalism program by 

February 22. The reading committee reviewed the applications on March 9. Thirty 
two semifinalists were interviewed on March 10 and 11. Two candidates did not 
pass medical examinations. In the end, ten finalists and three alternates were 
identified for the Investigative Journalism program. 

 
∗ The CC staff conducted nine-month evaluation meetings with Film Making and 

Special Education group alumni on December 7, 2009 and February 26, 2010, 
respectively. The report on the Film Making group was sent to World Learning 
and the USAID Mission. The report of Special Education group will be submitted 
next quarter.  

 
∗ With support from CC staff, alumni of the Tourism Educators group submitted a 

follow-on proposal to the USAID-funded Competitive Armenian Private Sector 
Program (CAPS), which was approved.  PH International subsequently developed 
a follow-on VERF based on the proposal and submitted it for USAID approval as a 
joint initiative of PH International and CAPS. USAID/EGAT approved the VERF on 
January 22, 2010. The CC/Armenia team conducted a meeting with the four 
alumni in charge of the follow-on project and discussed the planned activities. 
The final report of this follow-on project will be submitted to CAPS and 
CC/Armenia. 

 
∗ CC staff has been in regular communication with program alumni, providing them 

with information on opportunities for networking, grant making and events. 
Below is a list of key opportunities and announcements shared with CC groups: 

 
Museum Management Program: 

• Step Beyond Travel Grants: http://www.eurocult.org/we-support-cultural-
cooperation/programmes/mobility/apply-step-beyond  

 
• Art and Research Grants- Vitoria-Gasteiz, Spain 
 

Film Making Program: 
• Workshop/Seminar “Using the Internet and YouTube as a Tool for 

Documentary Film Making” by David Hoffman.  American Documentary 
Showcase in Armenia, October - November 2009 
 

• Astra Film Festival 2009 in Sibiu, Romania: http://www.astrafilm.ro 
 

• The Gucci Tribeca Doc Fund: www.documentary.org 
 

• MIT Visual Arts Program: http://visualarts.mit.edu 
 

• 16th Annual Aye Aye Short Film Festival http://www.ayeaye-vo.com/ 
 

• 34th Annual Margaret Mead Film & Video Festival http://www.amnh.org/ 
 

• One Minute Films – call for entries.  http://www.filminute.com 
 

• 7th Annual International Low & No Budget Video Film Festival 
http://www.film-sharing.net/ 
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Theater Management Program: 
• Yerevan-Yonkers Community Theatre auditions for a theatre production of 

Arms and the Man by George Bernard Shaw. 
 

• STEP Mobility grants for artists, European Cultural Foundation 
 

General distribution to all program alumni: 
• 2010 Edmund S. Muskie Graduate Fellowship Program. Public Service 

Fellowship Program for all USG alumni. 
 
Meetings 
 
∗ October 1, 2009, CC Program Manager Nune Amiryan participated in a meeting 

arranged by USAID/EGO that gathered all stakeholders to discuss environmental 
compliance issues. The discussion was led by Mohammad Latif, Bureau 
Environmental Officer. 

 
∗ October 14, 2009, CC staff participated in a two day expo on the Water-to-

Market program of the Millennium Challenge Account/Armenia.  The expo 
highlighted the accomplishments of a three year project.  Homeros Safaryan, 
President of the Vardenis WUA and a Community Connections alumnus,  
presented the modern technologies used for irrigation: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=510  

 
∗ Ann Martin, PH International Executive Director, visited Armenia on November 

13, 2009.  During her visit, CC staff organized a meeting with Yeva Hyusyan, 
USAID CTO, and discussed the CC extension under the current contract, and 
future programs under FORECAST II. 

 
∗ CC staff met with Yeva Hyusyan, USAID CTO and Anahit Khachatryan, Media 

Program Management Specialist, to discuss the Investigative Journalism 
program.  Anahit Khachatryan provided comprehensive input into the planning of 
the program. 

 
∗ December 14, 2009, Mariam Martirosyan, PH International Country Director, 

participated in a training event on ADS 252 / 253, TraiNet and VCS conducted by 
Jim Nindel and Travis Walden. 

 
∗ CC staff met with a number of local and international experts to design the VERFs 

on Investigative Journalism and University Partnerships for Workforce 
Development. 

 
Media Coverage 
 
∗ Announcements for Investigative Journalism were placed in the local newspapers 

Hetq and Aravot. 
 
Cost-Saving Measures 
 
∗ The nine-month evaluations of the Film Making and Special Education groups 

were conducted at the “Golden Apricot” Film Festival office and the Medical and 
Psychological-Pedagogical Center, saving the CC program $105. 
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∗ Promotion and interviews for the Investigative Journalism program were 
conducted at the Union of Journalists of Armenia, saving the CC program $300. 

 
Staffing Updates 
None 
 
 

PH International/Azerbaijan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ The USAID mission in Azerbaijan did not fund the fifth year of the Community 

Connections program.  September marked the final month of program staffing.  
During October some CC staff were contracted to assist with final program 
closeout. 

 
Meetings 
 
∗ Tamika Cameron, USAID Baku and Sariya Hasanova, CC Program Manager at PH 

International met to confirm closure of key program aspects.  Specifically they 
covered: 
 
- Submission of reports in accordance with the agreement: Hasanova 

underscored that the final report will be issued, as with all reports, from 
World Learning in accordance with the agreement. 
 

- Budget reconciliation: As soon as all PAX costs are completely documented 
and processed, an official request will be made to transfer remaining funds to 
admin to cover program closure. 
 

- Disposition of Assets purchased with USAID funding:  Cameron approved the 
transfer of two computers purchased four years ago with CC funding to the 
ECA sponsored program DOTCOM to support the program’s deliverables in 
Azerbaijan. 
 

- End of Project Briefing with Mission: Hasanova met with the mission on 
September 29, 2009 to review the closeout and ensure all issues were closed. 

 
Staffing Updates 
The employment of all CC staff in Azerbaijan was terminated on or before October 
31, 2009. 
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PH International/Georgia 
 

 
 
 
 

Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ CC staff conducted 6-9 month evaluations for the following groups: Film 

Production, Tolerance and Minority Rights Protection, Vocational Education and 
Environmental Tourism.  The reports were sent to World Learning. 

 
∗ Berdia Natsvlishvili, CC Program Manager and Tamuna Pruidze, CC Program and 

Logistics Coordinator, conducted a follow-on meeting with the Arts Festivals 
Management group on October 23, 2009. 

 
∗ Natsvlishvili and Pruidze presented the 2010 Film Archive program at the 

Conference Hall of Georgian Film on November 25.  Fifteen professionals, 
representing the Georgian National Archives, National Film Center, Ministry of 
Culture and Sports, and other interested parties attended the public presentation.  
After the presentation CC staff answered questions and distributed applications to 
attendees. 

 
∗ Natsvlishvili and Pruidze likewise promoted the 2010 Recycling and Public 

Broadcasting programs via the Caucasus Environmental NGO Network and at the 
Georgian Public Broadcasting conference hall. More than 25 professionals 
attended the Recycling promotion event and 15 senior and middle level 
managers, as well as a chairman of a board of trustees and several journalists 
attended the meetings. 

 
∗ Pruidze conducted program consultation sessions for Film Archive, Public 

Broadcasting and Recycling at the PH International Georgia office on December 7, 
8 and 9, 2009.  More than 45 people attended.  In addition, during the month of 
December, CC staff provided phone and online consultations for all interested 
parties. 

 
∗ The CC office received 22 applications for the Film Archive program; 39 

applications for Public Broadcasting program and 58 applications for Recycling 
program. Compared to past programs, application turnout for 2010 groups was 
low.  The main factor for this is the very specific and narrow group topics. 

 
∗ The interviews for the Film Archive, Recycling and Public Broadcasting programs 

were conducted on January 20-21, January 27-28, and February 1-2, 2010, 
respectively. 

 
∗ The Tier 1 orientations for the Film Archive, Public Broadcasting and Recycling 

and programs were held on February 25, March 5, and March 15, 2010, 
respectively. 
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∗ The Tier 2 orientation for the Film Archive program was conducted on March 20, 
2010. The group departed for the US on March 31, 2010. 

 
∗ CC Georgia staff continued monthly updates for CC alumni, providing information 

about grants and other opportunities through the CC Georgia mailing list. The 
new initiative is also helping CC staff maintain regular contact with the program 
alumni. 

 
Meetings 
 
∗ Natsvlishvili, met with the Program Coordinator of American Councils in Georgia 

to discuss the possibility of distributing LEAP (Legislative Education and Practice) 
program information among CC alumni. As a result, all CC alumni received 
information about the LEAP 2010 program through the mailing list. The LEAP 
program, sponsored by the United States Department of State, Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, and initiated in 2005 for promising young 
professionals from Georgia, provides the opportunity to gain comparative 
experience in the American legislative system through internships in state-level 
government and non-governmental organizations (NGO) across the United 
States. 

 
∗ Timur Bazikov, CC Regional Program Director and Ann Martin, PH International 

Executive Director, met with the CC Activity Manager and Project Director at 
Program Support Office of the USAID Caucasus Mission to discuss ongoing CC 
activities and possibility of extension into 2011. 

 
∗ Bazikov and Pruidze attended a two-day training on ADS 252 / 253, TraiNet and 

VCS conducted by Jim Nindel and Travis Walden at the USAID Caucasus Mission 
on December 9-10, 2009. 

 
∗ CC Georgia staff met with representatives of the Energy and Environmental (E&E) 

Office at the USAID Caucasus Mission, to discuss candidates participating in the 
Recycling program. USAID E&E Office is planning to provide additional 
opportunities for Recycling program alumni and utilize their resources in the 
future. 

 
Media Coverage 
 
∗ The Community Connections 2010 program was promoted via a week long 

advertisement campaign through leading newspapers and relevant internet 
resources: 

 
- Daily Newspaper “24 Hours,” CC advertisements appeared three times. 

 
- Daily Newspaper “Resonance Daily,” CC advertisement appeared three times. 

 
- Weekly Newspaper “Kviris Palitra,” CC advertisement appeared once. 

 
- Georgian Media Development Network: http://www.media.ge/ka/node/26850 
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- Press Release Distribution Network: 
http://publicity.ge/index.php?m=2&newsid=325  
 

http://www.media.ge/ka/node/26850
http://publicity.ge/index.php?m=2&newsid=325


- Online advertisement at WWW.JOBS.GE - Most popular Jobs, Internships, and 
Employment Portal. 
 

- WWW.HR.COM.GE - Popular Jobs, Internships, and Employment Portal. 
 

- WWW.EDU.ARIS.GE - Most Popular Education and Training Portal. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures 
 
∗ CC staff conducted three public presentations in donated conference halls saving 

the program $450. 
 
∗ CC staff conducted interviews for three Community Connections groups at PH 

office, saving CC program $ 600 in room rental. 
 
∗ CC staff conducted the Tier II orientations for one group at PH Georgia office, 

saving CC program $ 300 in room rental. 
 
 
 

PH International / Russia  
 

 
 

 
Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ Participants from the following groups returned from the US in October 2009: 

Partnerships in Addressing Environmental Safety Issues (Republic of Buryatia), 
NGO Accountability Transparency and Good Governance (Leningrad region), 
Corruption Awareness, Prevention and prosecution (Krasnodar region) and i 
(Moscow and Tver regions). Debriefing sessions were conducted in November, 
and debriefing reports sent to World Learning. 

 
∗ The Russia proposed recruiting themes and regions for Year Five were approved 

by USAID/Russia on November 23, 2009:  
 

- Interfaith Issues in the United States – Republic of Tatarstan 
 

- Climate Change and Sustainability: U.S. experience in adaptation to the 
effects of climate change and mitigating measures in forestry sector – 
Krasnoyarsk region 
 

- Volunteerism in Addressing Social Challenges: experience in health and social 
welfare at the community level – Moscow City 

 
- Tuberculosis and TB/HIV Care in the US –  Khabarovsk region 
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- Healthy Lifestyles – Irkutsk region 
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- Interfaith Issues in the United States - Northern Caucasus, Republic of 

Buryatia, Republic of Kalmykia, Republic of Tatarstan, Moscow, St. Petersburg 
 
- Labor Relations in the United States – Perm region 

 
∗ Seven VERFs were submitted to USAID for concurrence and were approved. 
 
∗ During November 2009 – February 2010 recruiting for seven groups was 

completed:  
 
- 44 application forms were submitted for the Interfaith Issues in the United 

States program in the Republic of Tatarstan.  On January 16 interviews took 
place and on February 13 Tier 1 Orientation was conducted in Kazan for the 
candidates. 10 finalists are currently attending the program in the US, hosted 
by IVC of Philadelphia. 

 
- 36 applications were gathered in Krasnoyarsk region for the Climate Change 

and Sustainability: US experience in adaptation to the effects of climate 
change and mitigation measures in forestry sector program. Interviews in 
Krasnoyarsk were conducted on January 20, and Tier 1 orientation on 
February 27.  
 

- In Moscow 47 applications were received from candidates who applied for the 
Volunteerism in Addressing Social Challenges: experience in health and social 
welfare at the community level program. The interviews for the candidates 
took place on February 13 and Tier 1 orientation on March 13. 

 
- Recruitment for the Tuberculosis (TB) and TB/HIV care in the US program was 

completed in Khabarovsk on February 4.  Twenty-two applications were 
submitted.  All of the applicants were invited for an interview on February 20 
and the first orientation seminar brought together 15 semifinalists on March 
20. 

 
- 60 application forms were gathered in Irkutsk region for the Healthy Lifestyle 

program. The interviews were conducted on February 27. The Tier 1 
orientation is scheduled for April 10. 

 
- 40 applications were submitted for the Interfaith Issues in the US II program.  

Two selection committees that included independent experts and USAID 
representatives were convened to review candidate applications and select 
final delegates. 

 
- Recruitment for the Labor Relations in the United States program was 

completed in Perm region on March 4.   54 application forms were submitted, 
22 candidates were interviewed on March 27.  The Tier 1 orientation will take 
place on April 24. 

 
Website 
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∗ Forty six news stories and announcements were posted, as well as five success 
stories from CC alumni.  CC staff continued to post press articles about the 



program – six Russian language articles and one English language article were 
uploaded to the website.  Two video pieces have also been uploaded to the           
“Media: Video about the program section”: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=479  

 
∗ A total of 447 announcements were sent to alumni, through two e-mail lists. As 

of March 29, the Competitions, Funds and Grants newsletter (resources@ph-
int.org) attracted an additional 544 subscribers since the previous reporting 
period, bringing the total number of subscribers to 3б421. In addition, the CCF-
Russia Program News mailing list (cc_news@ph-int.org) grew to 2,512 users, an 
increase of 377 individuals since the previous reporting period. 

 
∗ At the end of October 2009, CC Russia announced an online competition 

"Volunteerism: An American Tradition We Can Learn From" for CC alumni. Alumni 
were asked to send essays, stories and pictures and share how they applied 
volunteer practices in their community after their experiences in the US. A total 
of 42 essays and stories were submitted to the competition and can be accessed 
on the CC website at http://forum.projectharmony.ru/discussion.php?id=4996.  
In late December the contest’s results were announced and authors of 5 essays 
were awarded souvenirs and books. Letters of appreciation were sent to all 
contest participants. 

 
∗ The Alumni Directory http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=504 was 

updated with the list of 2009 program participants. The Russian language page 
also includes links to the corresponding groups’ photo galleries. 

 
∗ The Russian language version of the CC Annual report 2008 was uploaded to the 

website’s corresponding section at 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=571 

 
October 2009:  
5,466 Visits 
4,475 Absolute Unique Visitors 
13,447 Page-views 
 
November 2009 
6,573 Visits 
5,142 Absolute Unique Visitors 
16,522 Page-views 
 
December 2009: 
7,749 Visits 
5,831 Absolute Unique Visitors 
19,369 Page-views 
 
January 2010: 
6,774 Visits 
5,124 Absolute Unique Visitors 
16,413 Page-views 
 
February 2010: 
6,176 Visits 
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4,688 Absolute Unique Visitors 

http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=479
http://forum.projectharmony.ru/discussion.php?id=4996
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=504
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=571


14,761 Page-views 
 
March 2010: 
6,234 Visits 
4,669 Absolute Unique Visitors 
15,626 Page-views 
 
Country/Territory Visits 
Russia    5,432 
Ukraine   3,960 
United States   2,757 
Georgia   1,173 
Armenia   576 
Azerbaijan   431 
 
Meetings 
  
∗ On November 22, Elena Konkina traveled to St. Petersburg to conduct a 

debriefing session with the alumni of NGO Accountability, Transparency and Good 
Governance program. In addition, she attended the Charity Club meeting that 
brought together leaders of St. Petersburg NGOs. During the meeting, CC alumni 
conducted a presentation on NGO Accountability, Transparency and Good 
Governance and were speaking about their American experience. 

 
∗ On November 21, Tatiana Baklykova and Daria Khrapova conducted debriefing 

session with the alumni of the 2009 Healthy Lifestyle program. 
 
∗ On February 12, Daria Khrapova and Tatiana Baklykova met with the alumni of 

the CC 2007 Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority Rights program in 
Kazan. The alumni of the Community Connections 2007 program helped a lot 
during the recruitment for the Interfaith Issues in the USA program in the 
Republic of Tatarstan. In addition, they donated rooms to conduct an interview 
and Tier 1 orientation for the Interfaith Issues program candidates. 

 
∗ On February 26, 27, Daria Khrapova and Tatiana Baklykova met in Krasnoyarsk 

with the alumni of 2007 Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention 
program and 2006 Natural Resource Management and Administration group. The 
alumni of the 2006 Natural Resource Management and Administration group also 
provided facilities for interview and Tier 1 orientation for Climate Change 
participants free of charge. 

 
Media Coverage 
 
∗ Russian-language publications: 

- The article “America – Russia: close and far” was published in a Buryatia 
newsletter, Ulan-Ude, Republic of Buryatia. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=237  
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- The article “Seminar in San Diego” was published in the Armavir University 
Newsletter, Kransodar Region 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=235  
 

http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=237
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=235


- Mikhail Savva’s article “Citizen's Review Board on Police Practices: American 
experience” was published in the “New Reality” newsletter, Krasnodar. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=234  
 

- Khanafi Guliev’s article “We are Different: but we have so much in common” 
was published in the “Vesti Obrazovania” (News in Education) newspaper, 
Republic of Kabardino-Balkaria 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=231  
 

- The article “House with a Secret”, devoted to CC alumna Natalia Evteeva, was 
published on the Dalinform informational portal. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=230  
 

- The article “The system of community support of socially vulnerable children 
in the US (for example in the state of Illinois)” was published in the             
E-magazine “Education in the Far East: Theory and Practice” 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=238 

 
∗ English-language publications: 

- Russians study US lifestyles, learn firsthand about myths. Article by Aaron 
Nicodemus was published in Telegram & Gazette, Worcester, MA 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=236  
 

∗ Video: 
- Interview of Viktoria Savostianova, Community Connections alumna, "Healthy 

Lifestyles", 2009 on Worcester, MA local TV station. (YouTube.com) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFGoqjTMIsQ  

- Video, gratitude from Rima Sharifullina, Community Connections alumna, 
"Best Practices in NGO Accountability, Transparency, and Good Governance", 
2009, Saint-Petersburg. http://ccfrussia.ru/uploads/Gratitude_by_Rima.wmv 

 
 
Cost-Saving Measures 
 
∗ All of the application forms were translated by CC staff themselves, saving $300 

per program group. Thus far, this cost-saving measure has saved a total of 
$2100 (7 groups). 

 
∗ Rooms for six interviews and four Tier 1 orientation seminars in the regions of 

Russia were donated by CC program alumni. 
 

Staffing Updates 
Elena Konkina, CC Program coordinator, works 30% on Community Connections 
program beginning from January 2010. 
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PH International/Ukraine 
 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ During the fourth quarter of 2009, the final group from Ukraine, Performing Arts 

Management-Classical Music (Kyiv, Chernihiv and Zhytomyr), traveled to 
Philadelphia for the US program. The total number of program participants in 
2009 was 100: eight groups of ten, one of nine and one of eleven; 48 men and 
52 women. 

 
∗ The final list of themes and regions for 2010 was approved.  Ten topics will be 

addressed and eleven regions covered; four themes are specifically focused on 
Crimea:  

 
- Expanding Advocacy Base for Strengthening Multiculturalism (Crimea) 

 
- Improving Public Health through Health Promotion (Crimea) 

 
- Young Crimean Tourism Community Leaders (Crimea) 

 
- Coping with the Economic Crisis on the Local Level/Crimean Local 

Communities for Investment Attraction (Crimea) 
 

- Developing a Hospice System in Ukraine (Ivano-Frankivsk, Ternopil, 
Zakarpattya) 
 

- Waste Management (Zaporizhzhya) 
 

- Management of Media Support Organizations (Kyiv) 
 

- Civic Journalism: Impact on Communities (Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, 
Luhansk) 
 

- Developing and Promoting Alternative Energy Sources (Kharkiv) 
 

- Museum and Theater Management (Odesa) 
 

VERFs for all the programs have been approved.  The selection process has been 
completed for all except the Odesa and Crimean groups where promotion and 
recruitment is still taking place. The US programs are scheduled to take place April 
through September 2010. 
 
∗ During the recruitment period information about programs was distributed to 

nearly 500 contacts using alumni lists, targeted listserves and other Internet 
resources, personal meetings, e-mails, telephone calls and letters. 
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∗ Semi-finalists continue to inform CC program coordinators about their current or 
intended work as volunteers in Ukraine. To date, 53 responders have indicated 
the following volunteer areas: work with children, professional trainings and 
consultations, public monitoring, services for the homeless, providing medical 
and social care to those who are sick or in need. 

 
∗ Thank you notes from USAID were sent all FY 09 US host families were sent out 

to coincide with the US Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
∗ An IC VERF was approved for an alumni activity and an RFP posted.  Smart 

Conference was selected as the implementing organization for the two-day 
seminar on Copyright and Intellectual Property Rights, Patent and Licensing 
Issues.  Thirty-five alumni (19 females and 16 males) were selected to attend the 
event which took place outside Kyiv 15-16 February. The State Department of 
Intellectual Property was involved in the event, as well as independent experts, 
representatives of trademark and patent agencies and other specialists. 

 
An on-line Q&A forum took place prior to the seminar.  Parts of the event itself 
were broadcast live and available for viewing at 17 Internet Centers around 
Ukraine, as well as on personal computers. The seminar was visited 1,029 times   
by 647 unique users and is still posted on 
http://gurt.org.ua/communityconnections/.  

 
Photos at the alumni event were taken by Pylyp Lytvynov from GURT, the 
resource center that provided technical assistance for the seminar and     
can be viewed at the following link.  
http://picasaweb.google.com/gurtrc/MorningSeminar?feat=flashalbum#5438400
478696612066  

 
∗ An IC VERF for a follow-on seminar/training “Engaging Youth into Volunteer 

Activities” has been signed by USAID/UA and submitted to EGAT.  It is planned 
for June 2010 implementation. 

 
∗ Roland Kulla, an artist from Chicago (www.rolandkulla.com) who has hosted 

several CC participants, visited the PH office while on a trip to Ukraine.  An 
interview with him was taped about being a host.  It will be translated into 
Ukrainian and used during orientations to help participants better understand the 
home stay concept. 

 
Meetings 
 
∗ Tamara Palyvoda, Ivanna Reed and other USAID and PH staff met to discuss the 

proposals submitted for the Intellectual Property IC RFP and to select the 
implementing organization. 

 
∗ Tamara Palyvoda met with CC staff to review the Youth and Volunteerism IC 

VERF proposal. 
 
∗ Ivanna Reed attended the annual reception at USAID to meet incoming officers. 

There is a great deal of interest among USAID staff in CC. 
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∗ Iryna Tushnytska and Ivanna Reed attended a US Consular presentation 
regarding J-1 visa interview procedures and the new DS 160 visa forms. 

http://gurt.org.ua/communityconnections/
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∗ Eugene Samartsev, Head of the Council of Tourism and Resorts in Ukraine met 

with Ivanna Reed and Iryna Tushnytska to discuss the Crimea Tourism theme. 
 
∗ Iryna Tushnytska had a meeting with staff of the USAID Local Investment and 

National Competitiveness (LINC) project in Ukraine about recruiting for the 
Tourism and Local Investment Crimea groups. 

 
Media Coverage 
 
∗ A news article about the Emergency Rescue Services group appeared in the 

Corydon Democrat (Corydon, Indiana) 
http://www.corydondemocrat.com/Articles-i-2009-09-22-
211978.114125_Ukrainians_learn_about_emergency_centers.html#  

 
∗ Five radio broadcast were made on the Sumy state FM radio station “Sloboda” 

about the US program of the Citizen Dialogue for the Promotion of Social 
Responsibility group. Three were live call-in shows which, along with Q&A, 
featured presentations about the program by the alumni.  One was an 
informational broadcast about the program and CC in general.  The final 
broadcast was a taped program describing the US experience from the point of 
view of one of the participants. 

 
∗ A news article written by another alumnus from this group appeared in a Sumy 

regional newspaper, Krolevetskyy Visnyk.  It describes the program, the host 
family experience, the cultural program and life in the US. 

 
∗ Alumni of the Teaching Youth about Ecology group took part in several TV 

broadcasts about the program.  A local Kirovohrad station broadcast a live show 
during which four alumni had the opportunity to talk about their US program.  
Another show consisted of coverage of a round table on ecological issues which 
included three alumni. Finally, one of the regular informational programs 
prepared by an ecology-oriented NGO, Zelena Varta, and broadcast nationally on 
the TV station TONIS,  featured a story about the participation of the head of the 
organization’s Kirovohrad Oblast chapter in CC. 

 
∗ The following sites carried information about the Hospice Program  

- http://www.news.te.ua/internet/2009/11/25/6773358/programa-
stazhuvannya-rozvitok-sistemi-hospisiv/  
 

- http://www.news.if.ua/news/2091.html  
 

- http://ifportal.net/news/full/19663.html  
 

- http://www.if.gov.ua/modules.php?name=News&file=article&sid=10383  
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∗ A press conference about the Developing and Promoting Alternative Energy 
Sources program took place in Kharkiv.  The Press Center “Maidan Svobody” 
organized the conference with a live broadcast at a local channel. 
Representatives of three local channels, five print media issues and two radio 
stations were present as well as individuals interested in applying to the program.  
Information regarding the program was placed on www.greencubator.info,  
http://civic.org.ua/,  and http://gurt.org.ua/. 
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Staffing Updates 
 
∗ Oleg Davydenko left his CC position to become the director of another PH 

International project in Ukraine.   
 
∗ Olena Kyselyova is currently working as a part-time program coordinator for CC 

rather than full-time.   
 

 
 

American Councils/Kazakhstan 
 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ Community Connections staff selected 10 finalists and several alternates for the 

Municipal Support for Small Business Development program from Aktobe city and 
oblast.   

 
∗ Ten Eco Tourism and Tourism agencies’ leaders from Almaty, Taraz and South 

Kazakhstan oblasts had a successful study tour on the Eco-Tourism and 
Community Based Tourism Development for South Kazakhstan CC program 
hosted by International Training & Consulting, Inc., Tucson, AZ from October 14th 
- November 4th.     

 
∗ Madeniet Omarbekova, Judicial Reform program alumni, gave a speech at the 

Republican 5th Congress of Kazakhstan Judges.  During the speech, she provided 
a very positive evaluation of the study tour, organized by World Affairs Council, 
St. Louis.  

 
∗ CC program staff assisted a gender assessment team organized by DevTech 

Systems under the USAID/G/WID WID IQC T.O. 1 for Short-term Technical 
Assistance and Training (STTA&T) to meet with target NGO leaders in Almaty and 
Shymkent cities. 

 
∗ Two NGO leaders involved in the assessment are CC program alumni Roza 

Khobdabergenova from the Human Rights program and Khadicha Abysheva from 
the Anti Trafficking program.  

 
∗ Community Connections staff conducted nine month follow-on evaluation 

interviews with nine alumni of the Disability NGO program from Almaty.  
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∗ Aigul Katrenova, an expert from the Health Ministry’s Department of State 
Sanitary and Epidemiologic Supervision and an alumna of the Infection Control 
and Blood Safety program, developed a Ministry of Health directive (# 693) 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.frua.org/adopt_count/KAZ_GENERAL_files/image004.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.frua.org/adopt_count/kazakhstan_info.shtml&h=227&w=340&sz=25&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=jhW53SNHISI2rM:&tbnh=79&tbnw=119&prev=/i�


describing the rules of biological safety certificates dealing with imported organs, 
blood and its components, using the knowledge and skills she gained from the 
Blood Safety and Infection Control study tour. 

 
∗ Community Connections staff submitted two new VERFs at the start of the new 

year: Modernizing Vocational Education for Workforce Development and MDR TB 
Management and Social Support for MDR TB patients.  

 
∗ Ten Aktobe oblast entrepreneurs, oblast and city officials dealing with small 

business development and non-governmental organizations providing services to 
small business participated in the Municipal Support for Small Business 
Development program hosted by Global Alliance of Tulsa, OK from February 25- 
March 18.  

 
∗ Nina Balabayeva and Aliya Alikova, alumni of the Anti Trafficking: Government 

and NGO Cooperation program organized and conducted a two-day training for 
30 Almaty city judges and prosecutors on Anti-Trafficking issues. The training 
was financed by the US Embassy in Kazakhstan. Nina and Aliya used best 
practices and knowledge gained from their 2009 CC program study tour. 

 
∗ Marat Balmukhanov, alumnus of the Municipal Support for Small Business 

Development program, was promoted to the position of Director, Oblast 
Entrepreneurship Department, immediately upon return from the Community 
Connections program.  

 
∗ Lyazzat Kaltayeva was awarded funding for a 20-month project funded by the 

European Commission which will build capacity among women’s disability groups 
in Kazakhstan. This project covers all regions of Kazakhstan with 3 clusters in 
South-West, North-East and Central Kazakhstan. For the project, Lyazzat will 
adapt materials she gathered from U.S. counterparts while she was a Community 
Connections program participant (i.e. materials from the Independent Living 
Center of Vermont).  

 
∗ Community Connections conducted 9 month follow-on evaluation interviews with 

8 of 10 Judicial Reform program alumni from Almaty and Astana cities, and 
Karaganda and Akmola oblasts.  

 
Meetings 
 
∗ Community Connections staff conducted meetings with the Aktobe Oblast 

Entrepreneurship and Industry Department during the Municipal Support for 
Small Business Development study program recruitment trip to Aktobe city.  

 
∗ Community Connections staff conducted a debrief with the Eco-Tourism and 

Community Based Tourism Development for South Kazakhstan program alumni 
upon their return with the participation of USAID/CAR Democracy and Media 
officer. 

 
∗ CC program staff participated in the Almaty International NGO Conference, which 

was designed to further women’s NGO and government collaborations.  CC staff 
had an opportunity to present information about the CC program to Conference 
participants. 
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∗ CC program staff organized several meetings for CC program alumni in 
Kokshetau city with the visiting U.S. Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission. The DCM 
had very positive meetings with following program alumni: Mukhamediev 
Yermek, Health Financing Options program alumna; Oblast Prenatal Center, Chief 
doctor (director); Morozova Galina, Anti Trafficking program alumna; Leader of 
NGO "Feminist League" which has one of the 2 shelters in Kazakhstan; 
Syzdykova Gaisha, Judicial Reform program alumna, Judge, Akmola Oblast 
Court; Seitimova Venera, Judicial Reform program alumna, Akmola Oblast Court, 
Judge of Judicial Supervisory Board. 

 
∗ Community Connections staff met with USAID partner organizations such as 

KNCV TB CAP project and AIDS Foundation East West to develop the VERF for  
the MDR TB Management and Social Support to MDR TB Patients program, and 
with Pragma Corporation, Chevron Munaigas Inc., Baker Hughes companies to 
develop the VERF for Modernizing Vocational Education for Workforce program 

 
∗ Community Connections staff conducted a debriefing with Municipal Support for 

Small Business Development program alumni upon their return with the 
participation of USAID/CAR and Pragma Corporation representatives. 

 
∗ CC program staff participated in an Anti-Trafficking training for Almaty judges 

and prosecutors conducted by Anti-Trafficking program alumni Aliya Alikova and 
Nina Balabayeva. 

 
Media Coverage 
 
∗ Oleg Belov, 2009 Eco Tourism program alumnus, published several articles. In 

addition, several articles were published related to the Small Business program.  
The same program was also the subject of reporting on the national TV channel 
“Astana”. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures 
 
∗ CC staff conducted 19 interviews and with Small Business program semifinalists 

at the Aktobe American Corner and the Aktobe International Education Advising 
Center free of charge. 

 
∗ Municipal Support for Small Business Development program advertising materials 

were distributed via the newsletters of partner organizations, such as Pragma 
Corp.  Additionally, advertisements for the program were published in the Aktobe 
Oblast newspaper, free of charge. (attached) 

 
∗ Additionally, the 10 Municipal Support for Small Business Development program 

participants agreed to travel to Almaty for the PDO and departure to the US, and 
to return to their native city upon return from the U.S. program by train (43 
hours travel).  Train tickets represented a substantial savings over plane tickets 
for this distant city.  

 
∗ The debriefing of both the Eco Tourism group and the Municipal Support for Small 

Business Development program group was conducted in a conference room at 
the Kazzhol Hotel free of charge. 
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∗ MDR TB Management and Social support for MDR TB Patients program 
advertising materials were distributed via newsletters of partner organizations 
such as the TB CAP project implementers and other international organizations, 
as well by CC program alumni from the program region.  

 
Staffing Updates 
None 
 
 
 
 

American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 
 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ On October 13, a Pre-Departure Orientation (PDO) for finalists of the University 

Administration and Quality Education program was conducted. Ten PDO 
participants represented nine universities from five regions. 

 
∗ On October 21, a round table on “Religious Education in Kyrgyzstan” was held, 

initiated by 10 CC KG alumni members from different CC KG programs. There 
were approximately 70 participants representing different religious groups, the 
National Parliament, the Ministry of Education, the Eurasia Foundation and other 
interested community members. The round table was undertaken with the goal of 
helping alumni implement religious education changes in their communities. It 
gave the alumni an opportunity to learn from leading experts and from each 
other through the exchange of ideas and the experience of participants. The 
results of the round table will assist in the construction of a dialogue between 
civil society, religious community and the state in changing religious education in 
Kyrgyzstan. Also, recommendations from the round table will be used in the 
development of teaching materials on Religious Studies by the team.  This 
initiative will be led by СС alumni (2008) Muratbek Imankulov. This team is 
directly involved in reforming religious education in Kyrgyzstan. On December 15, 
the Minister of Education and Science issued a decree, officially giving his support 
and recognition to the team to develop and adopt teaching materials for Kyrgyz 
schools.  

 
∗ The PDO for the Energy Efficiency and the Role of Social Sector group was 

conducted on October 26. There were 10 participants representing six regions.  
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∗ After two regional recruiting trips for the Jewelry Making program and pre-
screening of applications, representatives of the CC/KG, USAID Osh office and 
the Swiss Cooperation Bureau conducted interviews and ranking for the 
aforementioned program candidates on October 29 and 30.   
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∗ On December 3, 13 finalists and alternates of the Jewelry Making group from the 
Chui and Osh regions took part in Tier 1 Orientation.  Representatives of USAID 
Kyrgyzstan - Pat Shapiro, Country Director, and Erkin Konurbaev, Project 
Manager, Osh Office - took part, as well.  

 
∗ On January 25, a Pre-Departure Orientation (PDO) for the Jewelry Making 

program finalists was conducted. Ten program participants from Chui and Osh 
oblasts represented the jewelry making industry. 

 
∗ On February 4, a press event was held at American Councils office to announce 

2010 Community Connections programs and give general information about the 
CC program to the public. Representatives of four newspapers, two broadcasting 
stations and four online news agencies visited the event to meet the 
representatives of American Councils (Cale Wagner, Almaz Dushembiev, Akylbek 
Joldoshov, Rabiya Baisubanova), USAID (Myrza Karimov, Irina Krapivina) and 
program alumni (Shahruh Ibragimov - Chairman of the Alumni Association, 
Religion in Secular Society group, 2008; Altyn Asanova, University Administration 
and Quality Education group, 2009). 

 
∗ On March 5, a jewelry exhibition/sale was held by Jewelry Making group alumni. 

The employees and guests of the US Embassy in Bishkek had an opportunity to 
observe the exhibition and purchase jewelry.  

 
∗ After two regional recruiting trips for the Strengthening of Local Education 

Departments and Methodological Units program, the review and ranking of 
applications started on March 21. 

 
Meetings   
 
∗ On November 12, the CC KG team and Myrza Karimov, USAID/Bishkek had a de-

brief with the University Administration and Education Quality group to evaluate 
the program and discuss follow on action plans including the National Conference 
of University Accreditation.  

 
∗ On November 25, the CC KG team and USAID/Bishkek had a debrief with the 

Energy Efficiency and the Role of Social Sector group to evaluate the program 
and discuss follow on action plans. 

 
∗ On November 30, the CC KG team had an introductory meeting with Lauren 

Perlaza, new CAO at the USA embassy and Natalia Jumanalieva, alumna and 
English language program coordinator.     

 
∗ On December 10, the CC KG team had a meeting with University Administration 

and Education Quality group to discuss preparation for a National Conference on 
University Accreditation. Details including the exact title, date, place, number of 
participants, and budget of the conference have been agreed upon.  A follow up 
meeting took place on December 15.  Additionally, on December 24, CC KG team 
and Natalia Bragina, of EdNet (an association of educational institutions) had a 
meeting with the alumni to further discuss arrangements for the conference. 
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∗ On February 26, the CC KG staff and Pat Shapiro, USAID/Bishkek had a meeting 
with the Jewelry Making group to evaluate the program and discuss the follow on 



plans and activities. That same day the debriefing meeting was held at the 
American Councils office. 

 
∗ On March 3, the KG CC staff had a meeting with Natalia Nikitenko from EdNet (an 

association of educational institutions) to discuss issues related to the upcoming 
University Accreditation conference organization issues. 

 
∗ On March 15, the KG CC staff had a meeting with Bekzhan Torobekov, the 

University Administration and Education Quality program alumnus, to discuss the 
alumni proposal on publishing an e-book. 

 
 
Media Coverage 
 
∗ On October 21, six articles were published by CA-NEWS (KG), Akipress, Kabar, 

and 24.kg about the Religious Education round table discussion.  
 

∗ On November 20 an article about the University Administration and Education 
Quality group’s trip to the U.S. was published by Informational Agency 
“Akipress.”  

 
∗ Altyn Asanova, a CC KG alumna from University Administration and Quality 

Education (2009) program published three articles about her US program 
experience on “Kutbilim”, December 4, “Erkin Too” on December 15 and 
“Vecherni Bishkek” newspapers on December 16.  

 
∗ From January – March 2010, four articles were published by newspapers, three 

articles by online news agencies, and two articles were released by US online 
sources. In addition, one radio station broadcast interviews in Russian and 
Kyrgyz languages.  

 
∗ In January the CC KG team received an article that was published on December 

6, 2009. The article, entitled “About the Seminar in the USA,” was published in 
the quarterly Magazine Higher Education of the Kyrgyz Republic by Torobekov 
Bekzhan, alumnus of the University Administration and Education Quality 
program. 

 
∗ On January 20, the World Learning website published an article about the 

national conference on university accreditation being planned by alumni of the 
University Administration and Education Quality group.  The article can be found 
at http://www.worldlearning.org/18826.htm. 

 
∗ Articles about the press meeting held on February 4 to announce 2010 

Community Connections Programs were published by such newspapers as 
Vecherniy Bishkek on February 16 (in Russian); Kyrgyz Tuusu on February 9 (in 
Kyrgyz); Kutbilim on February 19 (in Kyrgyz); Super-Info on February 5 (in 
Kyrgyz). Also, Kyrgyz Radiosu broadcasted short and detailed interview notes 
with Almaz Dushembiev, Shahruh Ibragimov (CC Alumnus), and Akylbek 
Joldoshov on February 5, both in Kyrgyz and Russian.  
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∗ On February 4, Kabar online news agency published an article about the new 
themes of CC and the CC/KG program in general. Akipress and Central Asian 
News published briefs about the announcement of the new themes in Kyrgyzstan.     

http://www.worldlearning.org/18826.htm


 
∗ On February 18 a press release on the new themes was distributed by Media 

Newswire. The article can be found at  
http://www.media-newswire.com/release_1112558.html. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures  
CC/KG saved money on room rental by conducting pre-departure orientations at the 
American Councils office in Bishkek.  
 
Staffing Updates 
As of January 1, Rabiya Baisubanova moved from part-time CC assistant to full-time 
CC assistant.  

 
 
 
 

American Councils /Tajikistan 
 

 
 

Noteworthy Events   

∗ During the October – December, 2009 quarter, one in-country VERF was 
submitted to USAID for approval on the Implementation of Drama Theatres on TB 
Prevention in four districts of Tajikistan. The VERF was approved and drama 
theatres have been performed in the four districts. This initiative was proposed 
by Numov Abduhamedov, Healthy Life Style Education Program alumnus. 
Approximately 1,300 people saw the productions.   
 

∗ The Community Connections team launched a new type of success stories in 
video format. Two stories were filmed with alumnus of the Hospital Management 
group and alumnus of Women Leaders group. Both stories were cleared and 
approved by the USAID Mission.  The first video story covers the success of a CC 
alumnus who initiated a child center in Bahtar district of Tajikistan as a result of 
her trip to United States. The second video is about Gafur Kamilov, surgeon and 
USAID alumnus who traveled on the hospital management program. The story 
discusses practices Garuf is using in his department as a result of his trip and is 
also an example of successfully networking with host families.  

 
∗ In October, the interview panel conducted interviews in Khujand and Dushanbe 

to select candidates for the Small and Medium Enterprises group with a focus on 
Agro business. Ten finalists and three alternates were selected and approved by 
the Mission.  
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∗ On Oct 16, the Community Connections team conducted the first pre-departure 
orientation for Small and Medium Enterprise Development group.  
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∗ On Nov 30, the Community Connections team conducted a second pre-departure 
orientation for the Small and Medium Enterprise Development program. The 
group left for Portland, OR on December 1.  

 
∗ The Community Connection team received three themes from USAID for FY 2010. 

The following are the themes for 2010: Role of Extension Services in Boosting 
Agriculture, Women’s Crisis Center and Shelters, and Think Tanks.  

 
∗ In-country training on English and Leadership ended in December. It was a six 

month training program, organized as an alumni event, targeting twelve girls 
from poor neighborhoods of Istravshan, Northern Tajikistan.  

 
∗ Malika Bahovadinova, Community Connections Program Specialist met with 

various representatives of organizations working on the advancement and 
protection of women’s rights for the Women Crisis Centers and Shelters 2010 
program. Meetings with USAID and UNIFEM representatives were initiated in 
January 2010. The VERF was approved and made active, and thorough 
recruitment took place.   
 

∗ Ms. Bahovadinova also met with various representatives of the Tajik extension 
service sector in order to draft the VERF for the Extension Service in Boosting 
Agriculture program. The VERF was approved, active, and thorough recruitment 
took place.  

 
∗ In March, the Community Connections team, together with local and international 

experts on women’s rights, conducted a review of applications for the Women’s 
Crisis Centers and Shelters group. On March 12, 13 and 15, interviews with 27 
semifinalists of this program were conducted in Dushanbe and Khujand. As a 
result, 10 finalists and 3 alternates were identified for participation in the 
program.  

 
∗ In March, a review of applications of the Extension Service in Boosting Agriculture 

program’s applicants took place in Dushanbe with participation of local and 
international experts in extension services. As a result, 24 semifinalists were 
identified for further interviews.  

 
∗ On March 31, the Community Connection team conducted a Tier 1 orientation for 

the Women Crisis Centers and Shelters program’s finalists and alternates. An 
alumna of the SME program came to greet participants and share information 
about her experiences in the US.  

 
Meetings 
 
∗ On Dec 24, Ms. Bahovadinova met with Tahmina Khakimova, USAID Management 

Specialists, to discuss upcoming program on Women’s Crisis Centres and 
Shelters.  
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∗ On Dec 22, Ms. Bahovadinova arranged a meeting with Nargiz Nazarova, UNIFEM 
national officer to brainstorm on an upcoming Crisis Centres and Shelters 
program.  The meeting was held in the UNDP office in Dushanbe.  Nargiz 
Nazarova shared information on current Tajik legislation on domestic violence, 
reports of gender experts, information on crisis centers in Tajikistan and what 



topics will be useful for Tajik representatives of crisis centers and shelters while 
in the United States.  

 
∗ On Dec 16, Senior Program Officer Ray Nayler and Ms Bahovadinova participated 

in a USAID partners meeting held at the US Embassy. The meeting covered 
various issues relating to USAID policies, agenda and future partners meetings.  

 
∗ On Oct 22, Ms. Bahovadinova met with Rabiga Baytokova in Dushanbe to discuss 

operation activities of CC program in Tajikistan. Ms. Baytokova updated her on 
changes in operational procedures that have developed due to a change of 
management in the USAID TJ Office.  

 
∗ In Oct and November, Ms. Bahovadinova met a number of times with Faisullo 

Khaliikov to develop scenarios for and arrange shooting of the video success 
stories.  
 

∗ In January, several meetings were held by American Councils staff to discuss 
upcoming CC program on Extension Service in Boosting Agriculture.  

 
∗ Mr. Nayler met with William Bullock, Chief of Party on ACDI/VOCA's new 

Tajikistan Productive Agriculture USAID project. ACDI/VOCA’s representatives 
were invited to participate in the selection process for the Extension Service 
Program.  

∗ The CC team arranged a meeting with Hafiz Mumijanov, head of the SIDA’s 
agricultural project in Tajikistan.  

∗ Ms. Bahovadinova met with Petra Geraedts, head of the EC Support to the 
Establishment of a National Agricultural Advisory Service (SENAS) in Tajikistan.  

∗ In March, Ms. Bahovadinova met with local and international experts in women’s 
rights and extension services in boosting agriculture to conduct training on 
application reviews and interview process.  
 

Media Coverage 
 
∗ On January 6, Community Connection staff organized a press event to publicize 

the return of the Small and Medium Enterprise Development group to Tajikistan 
from Portland, Oregon. Eight journalists from local newspapers published articles 
about the entrepreneurs’ trip. One newspaper published a major article about the  
Community Connections program and the group.  

 
∗ The Women’s Crisis Centers and Shelters and Extension Service in Boosting 

Agriculture programs were widely advertised in local newspapers and radio. The 
CC Program Specialist placed three-week announcements in the popular weekly 
newspaper “Asia-Plus”, and ads on the Radio station “Asia Plus,” which 
broadcasts throughout the country, and Radio “Teroz,” which broadcasts in 
Khujand.   

 
 
Cost -Saving Measures  
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∗ Interviews for the Women Crisis Centres and Shelters program in Khujand were 
organized in the American Councils’ advising center, which saved 50 USD.  
 

Staffing Updates 
None 
 
 
 

American Councils/Turkmenistan 
 

 
 

Noteworthy Events 
 
∗ On October 7, the Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents group left for 

the United States. The group was hosted by the International Affairs Council 
(IAC) of Research Triangle located in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 
∗ On October 18, the Health CC Alumni Round Table 2009 took place. The round 

table gathered alumni from Introducing Principles of Modern Surveillance of 
Infectious Diseases and Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan 
Healthcare groups. The purpose of the alumni round table was to share 
experience, assess alumni needs, and identify opportunities for future 
cooperation between CC alumni. CC alumni were able to generate ideas for joint 
projects and develop strategic plans for their implementation.  

 
∗ From December 18 through and December 22, Natalya Akmuradova and Olga 

Tyurina traveled to Mary, Dashoguz, and Turkmenabat as part of a CC 
promotional campaign. Natalya and Olga conducted presentations at the 
American Corners with the purpose of providing visitors with information about 
the Community Connections program and CC 2010 themes. The presentations 
were followed by question-and answer sessions.  

 
∗ From January to March, two VERFs were submitted to USAID Turkmenistan and 

USAID/CAR for approval for the programs Youth Engagement and Introducing 
Advanced Livestock Technology. The VERFs were approved by USAID/EGAT/AQE 
and forwarded to World Learning. The programs were scheduled for June 9 – 
June 30 and July 28 – August 18 respectively. The Youth Engagement group will 
be hosted by the International Visitors Council of Columbus, Ohio.  

 
∗ Recruitment for the Youth Engagement group ended on March 25 with 34 

application forms submitted for the program.  
 
∗ Project development sessions with CC alumni (Introducing a Modern Tourism 

Industry, Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan Healthcare, and 
Promoting Effective Local Governance) resulted in six grant proposals submitted 
to the U.S. Embassy.  
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Meetings 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/L_flags_embossed/Turkmenistan_flags.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/worldflags/Turkmenistan_flag.html&h=160&w=240&sz=13&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=qdVxZn-TVAzwLM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=1�


 
∗ On November 20, Natalya Akmuradova conducted a debriefing session with 

participants of the Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents group. 
Participants shared their impressions of the visit to the U.S., discussed 
professional and cultural components of the CC program, and told about tentative 
projects they are going to implement in the field of emergency medicine. 

 
∗ On November 25, Ms. Akmuradova had a project development session with CC 

alumni from Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan Healthcare 
group. The meeting was a follow-up to the CC Alumni Round Table conducted in 
October. The purpose of the meeting was to share and refine ideas for the project 
CC alumni would like to develop and implement, discuss elements of the project 
proposal, and review grant application forms.    

 
∗ On December 7, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Irina Dedova, expert in the 

field of community development. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the 
current situation in the field of community development and youth activism and 
gather information for the Youth Engagement Program VERF.  

 
∗ On December 9, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Gulnar Khadyrova, Project 

Management Specialist, USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan. The meeting’s goal was to 
discuss the Youth Engagement program, its main focus, areas of intervention, 
and projected outcomes.  

 
∗ On January 25, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Adelya Mishenko, 

Representative of the Winrock International Institute for Agricultural 
Development in Turkmenistan. Adelya arranged a meeting with a representative 
of the Livestock Association of Turkmenistan and State Veterinary Service. The 
goal of the meeting was to discuss the livestock sector of Turkmenistan and 
gather information for the VERF on Introducing Advanced Livestock Technology 
program.  

 
∗ On January 29, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Arthur Russel, Deputy Team 

Leader for the Support to Further Economic Reforms and Sustainable Agricultural 
Development in Turkmenistan project. The goal of the meeting was to discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of the livestock sector in Turkmenistan, potential 
areas for improvements, and things to be learned about in the U.S.    

 
∗ On March 11, Carter Johnson and Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Vepa 

Berdiyev, Project Management Specialist/Public Outreach Coordinator, 
USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan. The goal of the meeting was to discuss media 
strategy for CC program and ways to improve CC program promotion in 
Turkmenistan.   

 
∗ On March 15, Mr. Johnson had a meeting with Neil McKain, Head of the EBRD 

Office in Turkmenistan. At the meeting, Mr. Johnson gave an outline of the 
Community Connections program, shared information about Introducing 
Advanced Livestock Technology program, identified potential applicants that are 
current EBRD clients, and examined areas for future collaboration.  
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∗ From March 15 through March 29, 2010, Olga Tyurina, Community Connections 
Logistics Assistant had meetings with alumni of the Promoting Effective Local 
Governance program. The meetings were held as part of a nine-month evaluation 
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Media Coverage 
 
∗ Information about the Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents program 

was distributed through USAID Contractors, the PAS networks (listserv, 
Information Resource Center, etc.), the OSCE Center in Ashgabat, UN Projects, 
and American Corner networks. Candidates for the programs were recommended 
by USAID Contractors and government organizations working in the field. 

 
∗ Information about the Youth Engagement and Introducing Advanced Livestock 

Technology programs was distributed through USAID Contractors, the PAS 
networks (listserv, Information Resource Center, etc.), the OSCE Center in 
Ashgabat, American Corner networks, Institute for Democracy and Human 
Rights, Union of Youth of Turkmenistan, and Livestock Association of 
Turkmenistan.  

 
∗ Announcements about CC programs were placed on the US Embassy’s and 

American Councils websites. A number of new modular CC brochures with the 
focus on Emergency Medicine program were developed and distributed through 
the above networks. Additionally, thematic CC brochures for the Youth 
Engagement and Introducing Advanced Livestock Technology programs were 
developed and distributed. The announcement for the Introducing Advanced 
Livestock Technology program was also placed in the “Neutral Turkmenistan” 
newspaper.   

 
Cost-Saving Measures 
 
∗ American Councils saved money on room rental by conducting program events at 

the Public Affairs Section Conference Room and American Councils office in 
Ashgabat. Additionally, CC program presentations were conducted at American 
Corners which also allowed saving money on room rental. Finally, some materials 
were translated by the American Councils staff, which saved money on 
translation of materials.  

 
Staffing Updates 
None 
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I. World Learning/DC Updates 

 
 

 
   Washington, D.C. 

 
Group/Visitor Arrivals: October 2007 – March 2008 
 

Country Number of Groups Number of Visitors 
Armenia 3 30 
Azerbaijan 0 0 
Belarus 0 0 
Georgia 5 49 
Kazakhstan 2 20 
Kyrgyzstan 1 10 
Moldova 0 0 
Russia 0 0 
Tajikistan 1 10 
Turkmenistan 0 0 
Ukraine 0 0 
Uzbekistan 1 9 
Total 13 128 

 
Program Highlights: 
As indicated in the chart above, World Learning successfully procured, monitored and 
evaluated 13 programs for 128 visitors during this period.   
 
While World Learning’s field sub-contractors, CSED, Project Harmony, and American 
Councils, worked with their respective USAID missions to determine specific program 
themes, design VERFs and conduct a thorough recruitment and selection of CC visitors, 
World Learning conducted an extensive procurement process to select the most 
appropriate Hosting Organizations.   
 
Recruitment and selection procedures include intensive outreach, application review, 
interviewing, testing, collection of participant data, international travel arrangements, 

 3 



visa processing, and pre-departure orientation, including SWOT and SMART analysis for 
all groups.   
 
A transparent procurement allows World Learning to select the most appropriate Hosting 
Organizations based on a competitive bidding process of soliciting two capability 
statements for each program.  In order to secure two submissions per program, World 
Learning contacted an average of two Hosting Organizations per program (Hosting 
Organizations were contacted 24 times during this period).  Based on the capability 
statements submitted by the Hosting Organizations, World Learning provided USAID 
Missions with recommendations for 12 Hosting Organizations best able to meet overall 
program objectives through proposed cultural activities, site visits, home-stay 
placements, job-shadowing and effective action planning sessions.   
 
Attached is also the final World Learning 2007 Community Connections Bidding List.  
This report tracks Hosting Organization bidding status of all programs for FY07 
programs.   
 
Attached is the final 2007 Community Connections Procurement Status Report which 
indicates programs by Country/ VERF Approval/Program Dates/Hosting 
Organization/VEP Approval.    
 
End of Program Summary Reports (EPSRs) prepared at the completion of each program 
are also attached. 
 
Updates and Deliverables: 
October 16, 2007. Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco, and Eric Corens attended an 
introductory meeting with Jim Nindel and representatives from AQE at the Ronald 
Reagan Building.  
 
October 19, 2007. World Learning conducted an extensive performance evaluation of all 
the pre-qualified Host Organizations.  Individualized performance evaluation letters were 
sent to 45 Host Organizations providing them with performance feedback.    
 
November 9, 2007. World Learning met with Ethel Brooks, the new CTO for EGAT-ED 
and Robbie Hayes.  EGAT approved a per diem increase of $5/visitor and a public 
transportation allowance of $45/visitor/program.  
 
December 10, 2007. Milena Alexander, World Learning Program Officer, conducted a 
monitoring session in DC with the Kazak Media NGO Development Group hosted by 
IVC-Philadelphia.     
 
March 19-April 9. Eric Corens, World Learning Senior Program Officer, conducted in 
person the orientation, monitoring visit, and program evaluation for the Kazak Corporate 
Social Responsibility Group. He also attended the first action planning session and other 
introductory program sessions. This group was hosted by Valbin International Center in 
Baltimore, MD.  
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Conferences and Presentations: 
October 24-26, 2007. World Learning conducted a two-day orientation program for 
Robbie Hayes, USAID/EGAT/ED/PT – AQE.    
 
November 2, 2007. Eric Corens, Senior Program Officer, represented the World 
Learning CC Program at the Annual Community College Conference in Washington, 
DC.  Eric talked with several community colleges about future collaboration.  
 
February 13, 2007. Lisa Posner Olocco, Eric Corens, Colin Davies, conducted a Q&A 
Session at the NCIV Annual Conference in Washington, DC.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Troy Miller, Program Officer resigned on December 5, 2007.   
Elena Bennett was hired to replace Troy on January 7, 2008.   
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Saving Measures:  
Hosting Organizations are required to cost share a minimum of 20% of the program 
administration costs.  Total cost share this period is:  $135,262. 
 
Hosting Organization Outreach:   
November 2, Eric Corens participated in the Community Colleges for International 
Development’s roundtable breakfast at their annual conference held in Washington, DC.  
 
World Learning Community Connections staff met with representatives of the following 
institutions during this period to discuss participation in the Community Connections 
Program: 
 
Northcentral Technical College, WI  
International Health Programs Public Health Institute, CA 
Lift the children, CA 
World Services LaCrosse, WI 
International House of Davis, CA  
Montana State University, MT  
CIP/Chicago-Loyola, IL  
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II. Sub-Contractor Field Office Monthly Activity Reports 

 
          CSED/Moldova 
 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
This period two VERFs  were submitted to USAID and approved on 12/28/07.   
The planned program dates for the two groups are:  
E-Governance – April 30, 2008 – May 21, 2008 
Public Acquisitions Specialists – June 4, 2008 – June 25, 2008 
 
CSED staff began the recruitment campaign for the E-Governance and Public 
Acquisitions topics on October 10, 2007. Promotion was conducted in the entire territory 
of Moldova. Advertisements about the program were published in the national, regional 
and local newspapers. The deadline for application submission was November 30, 2007.  

The information about the Community Connections programs was sent by mail, email 
and facsimile to the following institutions in Chisinau and in the regions:  Parliament of 
the Republic of Moldova, Government Apparatus, Department of Interethnic Relations, 
National Bureau of Statistics, Border Guard Service, Standardization and Metrology 
Service, Sylviculture Agency “Moldsilva,” Agency for Construction and Development, 
Agency for Public Acquisition and Humanitarian Aid, Agency for Landed Relations and 
Cadastral Survey, Center for Combating Economic Crimes and Corruption, License 
Chamber, Agro Industrial Agency “Moldova-Vin”, Agency “Apele Moldovei,” District 
Councils (36), Ministries (16), Mayoralties (Chisinau, Balti, Cahul, Orhei, Ungheni, 
Edinet, Soroca, Comrat),  also to all Alumni by Alumni Resource Center. 
 
CSED organized 11 trips to the biggest cities in Moldova and presented the programs to 
representatives of state institutions and organizations who are in charge of public 
acquisitions and e-Government in the Republic of Moldova.  
 
CC recruitment meetings in the regions were organized with the support of CC Alumni, 
Local Authorities (Mayor’s office) and representatives of Business Development 
Organizations. 
 
Over 220 applications were distributed during recruitment meetings in the regions, and at 
meetings with professional associations and various focus groups. Promotion and call for 
applications ended on November 30, 2007 with the following number of applications per 
program: 
 
E-Government in Moldova – 86 
Public Acquisitions Specialists – 78 
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The reading committees examined all the applications and proposed for USAID approval 
the lists of semi-finalists to be invited to interviews. USAID approved the following 
number of semifinalist per program:  E-Governance – 23; Public Acquisitions Specialists 
– 29.  
 
Interviews for the two groups were held in the second week of February. The members of 
the interview committee were: Blake Chrystal – Project Development Officer (USAID); 
Corneliu Rusnac - CC Activity Manager (USAID); Ernest Abisellan – Second Secretary, 
Political-Economic Section (US Embassy); Sharon Ketchum - Public Affairs Officer (US 
Embassy) and Constantin Schendra – CC Country Manager/CSED.  
 
After the interviews, 15 candidates for each group were identified and sent to the USAID 
Mission for final approval.  
 
After USAID approval, the US Embassy performed the security checks. CSED received 
the results on February 14, all participants were clear.  The 20 Finalists and 10 Alternates 
for both groups were entered into TraiNet. During the month of March all participants 
passed their medical exams.  
 
In February, CSED received the RecMemos for both groups. The Hosting Organizations 
proposed by World Learning were considered to be the best and were approved by the 
USAID Mission. 
 
Meetings:  
CSED organized 11 meetings in the biggest cities of Moldova and presented the 
programs to representatives of state institutions and organizations who are in charge of 
public acquisitions and e-Government in the Republic of Moldova. 
 
CSED staff participated in the Alumni Reunion 2007.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Community connections programs were published in 24 national, regional and local 
newspapers and placed on the following sites: www.csed.globnet.md; www.edu.md; 
www.basa.md; www.contact.md 
 The information about the Community Connections programs was sent to NGOs all over 
Moldova by Contact NGO, also to all Alumni by Alumni Resource Center. 
During presentations meetings in the regions CSED staff was giving interviews to local 
mass-media.   
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CSED is using the VAT exemption for ALL the expenses related to the program thus 
allowing saving 20% of all expenses. PDOs and Interviews are held at CSED’s office, 
allowing savings on the room rental. CSED negotiated a group discount with the travel 
agent, as well as free taxi vouchers for transportation to the airport for all the participants.   
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All presentations organized by CSED in the regions were held in conference rooms 
provided for free by Local Public Authorities or CC Alumni.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Marina Gherman, Program Assistant, resigned on February 29, 2008. 
Rodica Mamaliga,  replaced Marina as Program Assistant.  

 
 

Project Harmony / Armenia 
 

 

Noteworthy Events: 
CC Armenia conducted the second tier orientation for the Business Unions and 
Associations (BUA) group, which departed for the U.S. on October 25, and returned to 
Armenia on November 17.  
 
As only 32 applications were received for the Water User Associations Management 
(WUAs) theme, the application review stage was cancelled by USAID, and all 32 semi-
finalists were invited for interviews on October 9 and 10. All finalists received their 
visas, and first and second tier orientations for the WUA group were conducted on 
October 25 and November 26 respectively. WUA departed for the U.S. on November 27 
and returned to Armenia on December 18.   
 
Upon approval from USAID for the Inclusive Education VERF, CC Armenia staff began 
recruitment and promotion in Yerevan and Tavush regions, as inclusive schools are 
mainly concentrated in these two areas. The deadline for application submission was 
December 10; 61 applications were received. After CC staff did initial screening, 
applications were given to the reading committee for review. The meeting with the 
reading committee was held on December 21.  
 
CC Armenia staff conducted six - nine month post-program interviews with the Medical 
Clinics Administration group on October 30. Report is attached in Section IV. 
 
CC Armenia staff conducted a debriefing session for the Water User Associations 
Management (WUAs) group in January. Representatives from the Millennium Challenge 
Account Organization, who are interested in conducting follow-on activities with the 
group, were present at the debriefing. 
 
Selection interviews for the Inclusive Education theme were held on January 22 and 23. 
First and second tier orientations for the Inclusive Education group were conducted on 
February 8 and March 21 respectively. The group left for the U.S. on March 24. 
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CC Armenia staff began recruitment and promotion for the Theater Management theme 
in Yerevan, Artashat, Gyumri and Vanadzor cities, as the major theaters are concentrated 
in these cities. The deadline for applications was March 24; 33 applications were 
received. This number was relatively low due to the specialized nature of the theme. With 
the limited number of applications received, the reading committee stage was omitted 
upon USAID approval and all 33 semi-finalists have been invited for interviews.  
 
CC Armenia drafted the VERF for the Regional Tourism Development theme. Due to 
Mission concerns about the theme, however, the VERF was recreated to focus on tourism 
educators. The VERF was sent to the Mission for approval.  

CC Armenia staff conducted nine-month post-program interviews with the B&B 
Customer Service and Armenian Poultry Processors: Food Safety groups. Report is 
attached in Section IV. 
 
Meetings: 
On October 10, the Museum Management group organized roundtable discussions as a 
follow-on activity to their program. The event – Museums of Boston Through Our Eyes – 
as attended by CC Armenia staff. Participants shared museum management insights 
learned in the U.S. with colleagues from other museums and universities. A follow-on 
conference is planned. See http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=245. 
 
CC Armenia staff presented promotional materials for the 2008 CC themes at the 
Education Fair organized by American Councils for International Education (ACCELS).  
 
CC staff took part in a meeting organized by the Millennium Challenge non-commercial 
organization. Meeting participants included Edith Petrosyan, Program Assistant from 
Millennium Challenge Corporation at the U.S. Embassy, Yeva Hyusyan, Cross Cutting 
Team Leader from USAID, and 10 finalists from the WUA group. The goal of the 
meeting was to define expectations for participants and discuss follow-on activities to be 
supported by MCA upon the participants’ return.  
 
Ann Martin, Executive Director of Project Harmony, visited Armenia in late October to 
meet with staff and USAID representatives Yeva Hyusyan and Ara Barsam. She also 
discussed future CC funding and themes.  
 
CC Regional Program Director Naomi Wachs visited Armenia and participated in the six 
- nine month evaluation meeting organized for the Medical Clinics group.  
 
CC Armenia staff met with representatives of the Special Education Department at the 
RoA Ministry of Education and Science, who provided essential information on 
developments in the field of inclusive education in Armenia, as well as the list of all 
inclusive education schools in Armenia. CC Armenia staff also met with the director of 
the Medical and Psychological Pedagogical Center to learn about the role and activities 
of the newly-opened center.  
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CC Armenia started drafting the VERF for the Theater Management theme. They met 
with Anahit Khachatryan and Hasmik Mikayelyan, Cultural Affairs Assistants at the 
Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy. Meetings were also arranged with the 
leadership of the Youth Theater and Chamber Theater of Yerevan, as well as the 
President of Hay Fest International Performing Arts Festival.  

A meeting was held with the Deputy Minister of Culture regarding the Theater 
Management theme. The Deputy Minister provided important information for the VERF 
and ensured support from the Ministry. Additional meetings were held with theater 
directors and festival organizers.  
 
A meeting to discuss the Regional Tourism Development theme was held with Robert 
Dietrich, a Peace Corps volunteer, and representatives of the Competitive Armenian 
Private Sector Project (CAPS).  
 
Mariam Martirosyan, Country Director of Project Harmony Armenia, met with CC staff 
and with USAID representatives Yeva Hyusyan, Cross Cutting Team Leader, and Ara 
Barsam, Supervisory Public Information Officer, to discuss program-related issues, 
including working with difficult participants, future funding issues and alumni activities.  
 
Media Coverage:  
Armenpress website published an article, “Ten Specialists Will Have Professional 
Development in the U.S. through the Community Connections Program” on March 5, 
2008. 

Advertisements for the Theater Management theme were placed in a number of 
newspapers, including Aravot, Theater, Skene, Eter and TV Channel.  

Cost-saving Measures: 
CC Armenia staff conducted free presentations for the Inclusive Education theme in 
Dilijan, Ijevan and Noyebmeryan, thereby saving $200 USD. 
 
The meeting with the Inclusive Education reading committee was held at Project 
Harmony offices, saving $100 USD. 
 
CC staff conducted free presentations for the Theater Management theme in Artashat, 
Gyumri and Vanadzor, consequently saving $150 USD. The room rental fee for the 
presentation in Yerevan was discounted an additional 15%.   
 
CC staff skipped the reading committee stage for the Theater Management theme due to 
the small number of applications received for this specialized program. This saved nearly 
$600 in honoraria fees. Advertisements for the Theater Management theme were printed 
in Skene free of charge. 
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A number of program events were moved to alternate sites that provided considerable 
discounts to Project Harmony. The application translator also agreed to a steep reduction 
in her regular per page rate for translating VEP documents. 
 
Staffing Updates: 
No staffing changes. 
 

Project Harmony/Azerbaijan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On October 4, participants of the Youth and Amateur Sports and Interest-Based 
Associations theme returned to Baku from San Diego, California. On October 17, CC 
staff conducted a debriefing meeting with the group.  
 
On October 5, participants of the Promoting Women’s Participation in the Electoral 
Process theme returned to Baku from Washington, DC. On October 18, CC staff 
conducted a debriefing meeting with the group.  
 
On November 28, USAID mission approved four themes for FY2008: State Budget 
Development and Management, Media Defense and Development of Alternative Media, 
Corporate Social Responsibility, Quality Improvement and Evidence-Based Medicine. 
 
On November 30, CC Azerbaijan staff sent VERFs of four themes to the USAID mission 
for approval. They were approved on January 9.  
 
On January 15, USAID Azerbaijan submitted a letter to the Political and Social 
Department of the Office of the President informing them of the approved CC exchanges 
for FY2008. 
 
On January 31, USAID and CC Azerbaijan launched the Community Connections 
program for FY2008 at the International Press Center in Baku, Azerbaijan.  
 
In February-March, CC staff conducted presentations and consultations in Baku, Guba, 
and Lenkaran for the Media Defense and Development of Alternative Media, State 
Budget Development and Management, and Corporate Social Responsibility exchanges.  
Presentations were also held in Ganja for the State Budget Development and 
Management and Corporate Social Responsibility, in Sheki for State Budget 
Development and Management, and in Baku, Siyazan, Ismayilli, Sheki and Gakh for 
Quality Improvement and Evidence-Based Medicine.  
 
A total of 55 applications were submitted for participation in Media Defense and 
Development of Alternative Media exchange. The selection committee met in early 
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March to review and evaluate applications. On March 14, the committee interviewed 21 
semifinalists. The list of 10 primary and three alternate participants was approved by the 
USAID mission on March 19.  
 
A total of 33 applications were submitted for participation in the State Budget 
Development and Management exchange program.  
 
Meetings: 
On October 10, Kerry Cosby, CC Country Director, and Sariya Hasanova, CC Program 
Manager, met with USAID SO 2.1 Democracy and Governance team leaders to discuss 
new themes. 
 
On October 11, Kerry Cosby, CC Country Director, and Sariya Hasanova, CC Program 
Manager, met with USAID 1.3 Economic Growth team leaders to discuss new themes. 
 
On December 18-19, Naomi Wachs, CC Regional Director, visited the Azerbaijan office 
to meet with staff and discuss program activities and regional updates.  
 
CC Country Director Kerry Cosby, CC Logistics Coordinator Rashad Mammadov and 
USAID Representative Nargiz Shamilova met with Deputy Minister of Health Sanan 
Karimov to discuss the Quality Improvement and Evidence-Based Medicine theme. 
 
In mid-March, CC Regional Director Naomi Wachs visited the Azerbaijan office to meet 
with staff and discuss program activities and regional updates. 
 
Media Coverage: 
An article about the CC Program Launch appeared in the Turan News, January 31, 2008. 
 
“USAID Announces an Exchange Program” appears in Zerkalo Newspaper,           
February 1, 2008. 
http://www.zerkalo.az/rubric.php?id=29942&dd=1&mo=2&yr=2008 
 
“USAID Announces Community Connections Program for this Year” is published in 
Azadlig Newspaper, February 1, 2008. 
 
Robert Mobili, a participant in the 2006 Faith-Based Organizations and Community 
Initiatives exchange, published a book entitled Scientific and Public Works, in which he 
references his CC experiences.   
 
Announcements about exchanges were published in both Ayna and Tibb Newspapers, and 
on the websites www.azerweb.com, www.day.az, www.ganca.az, and 
http://www.ganca.az/arxiv/2008/2/02_26_yeni_layihelerin_teqdimati.html . 
 
Cost-savings Measures: 
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The Ganja Education and Information Center in Ganja provided a free room for 
presentations and consultations for the State Budget Development and Management and 
Corporate Social Responsibility exchanges. 
 
The regional hospitals in Ismayilli and Gakh provided free rooms for presentations and 
consultations for the Quality Improvement and Evidence-based Medicine exchange.  
 
The Uluchay charitable society in Sheki provided a free room for presentations and 
consultations for the State Budget Development and Management and Quality 
Improvement and Evidence-Based Medicine exchanges. 
 
The Diagnostic Center in Siyazan provided a free room for presentations and 
consultations for the Quality Improvement and Evidence-Based Medicine exchange.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Abbas Musayev left CC/Azerbaijan in February. Project Harmony hired Rashad 
Mammadov for the position of CC Logistics Coordinator.  
 

 
 

Project Harmony/Georgia 
 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events:     
The final composition of the Health Association group was made the first week of 
October, when alternates of the program replaced two finalists due to health problems. 
The final composition of the Wine Tourism group was also changed in October, when 
two alternates replaced two finalists; one finalist was not given a visa and the second 
finalist could not participate in the program due to work-related issues.  

 
Second tier orientations for all five professional groups (Health Associations, Drug 
Prevention, Environmental Health, Investigative Journalism and Wine Tourism) were 
held between October 11 and October 24 at Project Harmony’s office. The day after the 
second tier orientations, the groups departed to the US.  

Between November 13 and November 27, debriefing sessions for all five professional 
groups were conducted at Project Harmony’s office. During the first part of each 
debriefing session, CC staff went over the entire program process, starting from program 
promotion and ending with all aspects of the U.S. program. All participants shared their 
suggestions and feedback about the process. During the second part of the debriefing 
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session, Project Harmony invited guests to meet with participants, including the CTO for 
the CC program, USAID representatives from the health and social departments, USAID 
contractor organizations working on health reform transformation in Georgia, Public 
Affairs Office representatives, World Learning representatives, Chair of the Tourism 
Committee at AmCham, President of the Georgian American University, the Internal 
Director of the Caucasus School of Business, representatives of Transparency 
International in Georgia and the Associate Country Director of Eurasia Foundation. 
Participants shared their action plans and what they hope to do after they return.  
 
CC staff selected and nominated three organizations run by CC alumni for the 
FORECAST/CC program. The organizations included the Information Technology 
Association of Georgia, the Georgian Medical Association and the Democrat Women’s 
Union.   
 
During October – November, four six - nine month evaluations were prepared, which 
concludes the evaluation process for Year One groups.  See attached reports in Section 
IV. 
 
CC themes for 2008 were approved by the USAID front office. The VEC was prepared 
and submitted for final approval to CTO. For 2008, the following themes will be 
conducted: Film Production, Management of Regional Media Outlets, Vocational 
Education and Business Alliances, Rural Environmental Management in Selected Tourist 
Areas and Community Empowerment and Rural School Administration. The sixth theme, 
Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority Rights, was later added by USAID. 
 
All six VERFs for the 2008 program were created and approved by USAID and EGAT.  
Reading committee and interview committee members for all six programs were selected 
and approved by the USAID Mission.  
 
In February, CC staff began nationwide promotion for the upcoming 2008 programs.  
Additionally, presentations and consultations were held for the Film Production, 
Tolerance and Vocational Education Themes. The Film Production presentation held in 
Tbilisi was attended by 32 people, while the Tolerance presentation, also in Tbilisi, had 
50 people. While in Kutaisi presenting the Vocational Education program (which had 60 
people in attendance), CC staff also promoted the Media Outlet theme to 20 people.   

The Film Production theme application due date was March 7; 48 applications were 
received. CC staff prescreened seven applications and the reading committee screened 
out an additional 16.   

The due date for applications for the Tolerance Theme was on March 21; 118 
applications were submitted. CC staff pre-screened 22 applications, and the remaining 96 
applications were sent to the reading committee.    

The due date for the Vocational Education theme was March 31; a total of 75 
applications were submitted.  
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CC staff created a program alumni mailing list with 115 active USAID alumni 
subscribed. 

In late December 2007, Community Connections Georgia was recognized by the USAID 
Caucasus Mission for the largest number of success stories submitted during December.  

Meetings:  
In November, the CC program regional director and program director for Georgia met 
with the World Learning Georgia office to discuss the FORECAST program and see how 
FORECAST can be used to support program alumni organizations. 
 
Community Connections regional director and country manager attended a presentation 
of a report entitled Vocational Education and Training in the South Caucasus.   
 
CC staff distributed information about the CC program at an educational fair organized 
by Peace Corps. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Program Advertisements:  
Akhali Gazeti Weekly Newspaper; March 10 and 17 
P.S. Weekly Newspaper; March 10 and 17 
24 Hours Daily Newspaper; February 14-15, 18-21 
Kviris Palitra Weekly Newspaper; February 18 and 25 
Dzveli Kalaki Radio; March 3-9  
Online: www.jobs.ge 
Press Release Distribution Agency: www.publicity.ge 
Media Network: www.media.ge 

 
Publicity: 
Radio Interview with Georgian Wine Tourism Participants; November 14, 2007  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=127  
  
Visiting for Wine: Learning to Develop and Market Wine Tourism; November 2007  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=129  
 
Interview with Georgian Journalists on WOSU Radio; November 2, 2007 
http://www.wosu.org/radio/radio-open-line/?archive=1&date=11/02/2007 
 
Project Harmony Continues to Support Regional Media through the Community 
Connections Program in Akhali Gazeti; March 3, 2008  
 
U.S. Experience for Imereti’s Education and Business Sector in P.S.; March 3, 2008 
 
U.S. Impressions and Georgian Reality in Spectrum, by Neli Gobejishvili (CC Wine 
Tourism alumna); February 25, 2008  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=151  
  

 16 

http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=127%20
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=129%20
http://www.wosu.org/radio/radio-open-line/?archive=1&date=11/02/2007
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/uploads/ge/Press%20Articles/khaketi.jpg


Cost -savings Measures:  
Second tier orientations and debriefing sessions were conducted at PH International’s 
office. 
 
The Ministry of Culture of Georgia donated a room for the Film Production presentation. 
The Public Defender’s office also donated a room for the Tolerance presentation, and the 
Gender Equality Resource Center in Kutaisi donated a room for the Media Outlets theme.  
 
Application shipping for the Vocational Education theme from the drop off point in 
Kutaisi was done without charge by a local Kutaisi organization.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
No staffing changes.  
 

Project Harmony / Russia  
 

 
Noteworthy Events: 
Year three Community Connections Russia recruiting themes and regions were 
confirmed by USAID/Russia on November 27, 2007 and distributed to all relevant parties 
at the beginning of December. 
 
The first quarter three VERFS were submitted to USAID for approval for the following 
programs:  Investigative Journalism and Corruption (Krasnoyarsk region), Community 
Based Assistance to Vulnerable Children (Novosibirsk region), and Tolerance, 
Community Relations and Minority Rights (St. Petersburg).  Recruiting for two groups 
was started in Krasnoyarsk and Novosibirsk regions. 
 
Several adjustments were made to Year Three Community Connections Russia recruiting 
themes and regions by USAID/Russia during the reported period. Recruitment locations 
were changed from Tambov to Novosibirsk region for the Community-based Assistance 
to Vulnerable Children program and from Tula to Vologda region for the Community 
Economic Development group.  
 
USAID/Russia recalled the Community Response to Family Violence program in favor 
of a Disaster Response and Emergency Preparedness theme due to lack of funding for 13 
programs. 
 
The second quarter, ten VERFS were submitted to USAID for approval for the following 
programs:  Maternal and Child Health, Youth and Civic Participation, Community-based 
Health and Social Care Models for Vulnerable Populations, Partnerships in Addressing 
Environmental Issues, Public-Private Partnerships: Infrastructure Finance, Community 
Economic Development, Social Assistance and Community Engagement, Public 
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Oversight and Citizen Control in the U.S., Community Response to Family Violence, and 
Disaster Response and Emergency Preparedness.  Recruitment for seven groups was 
successfully completed. 
 
Twenty-five applications were submitted for the Investigative Journalism and Corruption 
Prevention program in Krasnoyarsk. On February 28, Daria Khrapova and Tatiana 
Baklykova conducted the tier one Orientation for the group in Krasnoyarsk. 
 
Seventy-one applications were received for the Community-based Assistance to 
Vulnerable Children program. The first orientation meeting, held on March 2, was led by 
Daria Khrapova and Tatiana Baklykova.  
  
Fifty-six applications were submitted for the Tolerance, Community Relations, and 
Minority Rights program. Interviews with program candidates took place in St. 
Petersburg on March 6.   
 
The deadline for applications for the Maternal and Child Health program was February 
18. Forty-seven applications were received; interviews took place on March 5. 
 
Forty-nine application forms were submitted for the Youth and Civic Participation 
program. Interviews were held in Petrozavodsk with 22 candidates; 16 semi-finalists 
were invited to the tier one orientation scheduled in April.  
 
Fifty-five applications were gathered from throughout Orenburg region for participation 
in the Community-based Health and Social Care Models for Vulnerable Populations 
program. Interviews with 22 candidates will be held on March 29. 
 
Recruitment in Primorsky krai for the Partners in Addressing Environmental Issues 
program ended on March 7. Forty-eight applications were collected; interviews were held 
in Vladivostok on March 22. 
 
Recruitment efforts for the Public-Private Partnerships: Infrastructure Finance group in 
Perm are underway. The deadline for application submission is March 31.  
 
Due to a change in the recruitment location for the Community Economic Development 
program, candidate recruitment was announced in Vologda region on March 20. The 
deadline for application submission is April 18. 
 
Alumni events: 
During the tier one orientation in Krasonyarsk, Tatiana Baklykova and Daria Khrapova 
met with alumni of the 2006 CC Natural Resource Management and Administration 
program. Inara Enikeeva served as a Regional Facilitator for the Investigative Journalism 
and Corruption Prevention program. Sofia Shipulina, an interviewer for the same 
program, and Anna Lebedeva, a participant of the two Khabarovsk region Community 
Connections groups (Civil Society and Infectious Disease Control and Corporate, Social, 
and Ecological Responsibility) met on September 8. 
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Two CC program alumni were nominated for the State Alumni Member of the Month. 
(Olga Myazina and Lidia Sklyar). Each month the State Alumni Global Community 
https://alumni.state.gov selects a candidate in order to promote and publicize the work of 
USG alumni in their home countries 
 
Online evaluation questionnaire: 
CCF staff developed and posted an online evaluation at www.ccfrussia.ru. More than 150 
Community Connections participants completed the survey and reported on personal and 
professional achievements following CC participation.  
 
Website: 
During October – December 2007, nineteen news stories and announcements were 
posted, as well as three five success stories from program alumni. The results of the 
contest “Share Your Success” were announced in November. The achievements of Anna 
Lebedeva, Natalia Gribachyova and Andrey Kalachinskiy were recognized as the most 
significant by the CC evaluation committee. The essays were posted to the CC web 
forums and will be included in future program promotional materials. The contest’s 
results can be found at http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=253 
 
Two listserv currently serve CC alumni. As of December 20, 745 users were subscribed 
to the "Competitions. Funds. Grants" listserv dedicated to providing alumni with 
information on resources available for their projects (resources@projectharmony.ru).  
This is an increase of 134 persons over the previous reporting period; 613 users are 
subscribed to the CCF-Russia Program News mailing list, 
(cc_news@projectharmony.ru), which is an increase of 94 new subscribers over the 
previous reporting period. A total of 144 announcements were sent to alumni subscribers. 
 
During January – March 2008, eight news stories and announcements were posted, as 
well as three success stories from program alumni. A CС Offices page was created in the 
About Section, and all contact information for field offices in former Soviet Republics 
and Serbia were posted. The Russian Language Regional Facilitators’ page was also 
updated with current information. In addition, a 2008 Themes page was created. 
Announcements and application forms for recruitment of nine groups were posted. A new 
Video About the Program page was produced and a video clip with CC alumna Viktoria 
Marasanova’s interview was posted. Press articles and program announcements are added 
regularly.  
 
Two electronic mailing lists are in operation. As of March 25, 960 users were subscribed 
to the Competitions, Funds and Grants listserv to provide alumni with information on 
resources available for their projects (resources@projectharmony.ru). This is an increase 
of 215 persons over the previous reporting period. The CCF-Russia Program News 
mailing list (cc_news@projectharmony.ru) now has 771 subscribers, an increase of 158 
new subscribers over the previous reporting period. A total of 165 announcements were 
sent to alumni through these mailing lists. 
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Meetings: 
The participation of CC staff in the exhibition “Civil Society - Healthy Lifestyle, Health 
Protection and Environment” (hosted by the League Healthy Russia) assisted promotion 
of CC programs among the participants of the exhibition and to establish contacts for 
future participant recruitment. 
 
Daria Khrapova and Tatiana Baklykova met with Janae Cooley, Academic Exchange 
Officer, and Natalia Sirchenko, Educational Exchange Specialist, from the US Embassy 
Public Affair Section to present the Community Connection program and to discuss 
possible ways for networking between the alumni of different USG exchange programs. 
 
Daria Khrapova, CC Regional Program Manager, met with Elena Malitskaya, President 
of the Siberian Center of Civic Initiatives Support (SCCIS) in Novosibirsk. The purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss areas for future collaboration vis-à-vis participant 
recruitment in Siberia. SCCIS has an extensive network of resource centers, including 
affiliates in 11 regions of Siberia. 
 
Svetlana Laletina, Far East Community Connections Program Coordinator, met with 
Bridget Gerstein, PAS Officer at the U.S. Consulate General in Vladivostok, to discuss 
CC Program structure, participant recruitment, alumni activities, and opportunities for 
cooperation. 
 
Daria Khrapova met with Marisa Fushille, Director of the American Center, to discuss 
conducting pre-departure orientations at the American Center. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Victoria Marasonova, Professor at Yaroslavl State University, Yaroslavl region, gave an 
interview to the local TV station "City Channel" on her participation in the program. A 
copy of the interview recording is on file in the CC office. 
 
Russian-language media coverage includes the following: 

The article “Is There Life in America?" (Есть ли жизнь в Америке?) was published 
on 2007-07-31 in the Yuzhnyi Rynok (Southern Market), Rostov region, Russia:  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=123 
 
The article “Two Continents - One Problem" (Два континента - одна проблема) 
was published on 2007-07-26 in the Severnaya Zvezda (Northern Star), Tomsk 
region, Russia:  http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=137 

 
Elena Sarkisova published an article in the Federal Law Society Journal on November 
20, 2007.  http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=142 
 
Viktoria Marasanova’s interview, “Hands off our Pasture,” appeared in Gorodskie 
Novosti News (Yaroslavl) on October 3, 2007. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=124 
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Galina Kushnareva published four articles in Seven Days of Primorye News (В стране 
под звездным флагом) on June 28, 2007. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=156 
  
“In America, Life Begins After Retirement” (В Америке на пенсии жизнь только 
начинается) was published on July 5, 2007. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=155 
 
“You will not only be Helped, but Taught” (Здесь не только помогут, но еще и научат) 
was published on July 19, 2007. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=154 
 
“Americans take their Households Easily” (Американцев домашние заботы не 
напрягают) was published August 2, 2007. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=153 
 
English-language media coverage includes the following: 
 “Russians Study American News” appeared in the DePaulia University News on        
July 1, 2007. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=149 
  
Cost-savings Measures: 
There are no cost-savings measures to report. 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Elena Bennett, CC Program Director, resigned on January 13, 2008. 

 
 

Project Harmony / Ukraine 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
The Mission’s CC Activity Manager, Tamara Palyvoda, convened a panel meeting to 
select themes for FY2008. Palyvoda and Judy Schumacher, the Director of the Office of 
Program Coordination and Strategy, took part in the discussions with CC staff and 
several USAID project officers. In selecting themes, the panel considered existing 
funding in the sectors and focused on supporting areas not already covered through 
alternative sources. In total, 26 topics were submitted by USAID officers and partner 
organizations. The approved themes and regions for FY2008 include Secondary School 
Educational Administration (Ternopil); Hotel and Restaurant Management (Ivano-
Frankivsk); Family Preservation (Cherkasy); Waste Management (Alchevsk); Health as a 
Way of Life for Youth (Sumy); Forest Preservation and National Parks (Carpathian 
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Region); Historical and Cultural Preservation (Chernihiv); Summer Youth Camps 
(Kherson); Counteraction to Domestic Violence (Zaporizhzhya); and City Planning and 
Promotion (Donetsk and Dnipropetrovsk). 
 
Recruitment was concluded on March 31 for all 10 FY2008 groups, and selection was 
completed for all but the City Planning and Promotion program. The average number of 
applications is nearly 40 per theme, with the greatest response to the Healthy Way of Life 
for Youth topic (67). Tier one orientations for six programs has already taken place.   
 
Alumni: 
A three-day alumni event – Implementing Action Plans: the Road to Success – took place 
in Cherkasy from November 29 – December 1. Thirty-eight alumni representing 16 of the 
20 USAID-sponsored groups, as well as two alumni from previous years, were in 
attendance. Tamara Palyvoda, CC Activity Manager, also attended the event, as did Judy 
Schumacher, who greeted participants on behalf of the Mission. The conference, 
administered by the Social Partnership Centre, consisted of plenary sessions and smaller 
working groups, and received accolades from both participants and USAID. A full report 
(in Ukrainian) was filed with the Kyiv office and has been forwarded to the USAID 
Mission. Palyvoda expects to have the report translated and shared with the Mission’s 
technical offices, as she feels that the discussion summaries contain valuable information. 
A brief report on the event appeared in the Mission’s e-spotlight and is also attached. 
 
By the December 15 deadline, 27 applications were received requesting financial support 
for action plans. The approved solution request form for technical assistance allows for 
up to $500 dollars per project from a total pool of $5,000 available.   
 
Based on recommendations made by the Social Partnership Centre and a review by PH 
staff and Tamara Palyvoda, 11 action plan projects were approved for support funding. 
Five of the projects are collaborative efforts of two or more alumni. Projects represent 
seven regional programs from 2006, two regional and one country-wide program from 
2007, and one regional program from 2002. The action plans include several projects 
focusing on children, two for creation of websites (one health and one museum related), 
four seminars and trainings and three publications. Alumni have been instructed on the 
use of USAID branding and logos to acknowledge the funding source for projects.             
 
By the end of 2007, nearly 35 alumni filled out a post-program CC alumni questionnaire, 
accessible at www.cc-ukraine.org.ua. All CC alumni have been sent information via 
email or postal mail. Of the evaluations received, the following data reflects alumni 
feedback:  
 
• 97% maintain professional or personal contacts with other members of their group 
• 74% are working on joint projects or professional events with other participants 
• 94% have applied knowledge and skills received through CC in their work 
• 88% report professional changes and professional growth 
• 100% shared information about the program at events and/or through mass media  
• 26% have carried out action plans 
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• 68% have begun or are in the process of implementing action plans 
• 74% are in contact with American host/families/colleagues 
 
A total of 75 alumni who concluded their CC exchange more than six months ago 
continue to fill out the post-program CC alumni evaluation.  
 
Meetings: 
A presentation was given by James Wolfensohn, former president of the World Bank, 
sponsored by the Kyiv School of Economics. Wolfensohn discussed the importance of an 
independent judicial system, transparent financial institutions and the eradication of 
corruption throughout Ukraine. These key points are also Mission priorities and have 
been incorporated into CC programs when possible. 
 
A reception was held for new USAID Mission officers hosted by Director Earl Gast. The 
event provided an opportunity to acquaint new staff with the CC program. 
 
Ambassador William Taylor hosted a luncheon to share information about the general 
situation in Ukraine and the importance of public diplomacy and exchange programs. 
 
A presentation was given by former Secretary of State, General Colin Powell, sponsored 
by the Kyiv School of Economics. Secretary Powell emphasized the value of people-to-
people exchanges and contacts in this rapidly changing global environment.  
 
A reception was held for Douglas Menarchik, USAID Assistant Administrator, and 
Thomas Adams, the Coordinator of U.S. Assistance to Europe and Eurasia. Menarchik 
and Adams, along with Ambassador Taylor, discussed upcoming USG funding for 
Ukraine and the region. Menarchik was especially interested to learn about CC and was 
given an overview of the program.    
 
Tamara Palyvoda, CCP Activity Manager, met with USAID Mission and PH staff to 
review and determine funding support for alumni action plan proposals.   
 
Sandra McCormick, President and CEO of World Services of La Crosse, and Mary 
Anderson, Secretary and Nursing Consultant at World Services of La Crosse, met with 
Ivanna Reed to talk about the Healthy Way of Life for Youth group from Sumy; the 
group will be traveling to La Crosse.   
 
PH staff met with Yaroslav Demchenkov to discuss the City Planning and Promotion 
theme and to explore ways to cooperate in the future. Demchenkov serves as the Chief of 
the Investment and Innovation Development and Project Implementation Division at the 
Secretariat of the President of Ukraine.  
 
A farewell reception was held for Earl Gast, Director of the Ukraine USAID Regional 
Mission in Kyiv. 
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Media Coverage: 
Six press conferences to promote the program were held between October 1 and 
December 31. Below is a list of resulting media coverage. 
 
In Alchevsk, three newspapers and the state-run Alchevsk television station reported on 
the program. 
 
In Cherkasy, five publications (with a circulation of more than 73,800) wrote about the 
CC program; eight websites and one web portal reported on the program. 
 
In Ivano-Frankivsk, two television and radio stations, four newspapers and the following 
sites carried information about the program: 
http://ifPortal.net, http://www.mvk.if.ua 
http://www.malakava.com.ua 
http://briz.if.ua, 
http://aedif.if.ua,  
http://tourism-carpathian.com.ua 
http://www.zik.com.ua/  
 
In Sumy, three newspapers, one state-run television station, one state-run radio station 
and two websites reported on the program.  
 
In Ternopil, two radio stations, two television stations, 11 newspapers (two online) 
reported on the program.   
 
In Carpathian region, three newspapers, six Internet sites, one radio station and two 
information agencies carried reports about the program  
 
Four press conferences were held between January 1 and March 31. 
  
In Chernihiv, six media outlets carried paid program advertisements, including two radio 
stations, one television station, two newspapers, one web portal and one news service 
agency.   
 
In Dnipropetrovsk/Donetsk, three media outlets carried paid program advertisements and 
24 media outlets ran stories about the program, including four television stations. 
  
In Kherson, three paid advertisements appeared in newspapers and one television station; 
one radio station and five print publications covered the program.  
 
In Zaporizhzhya, one newspaper and one television station advertised the program; two 
radio stations and eight Internet sites carried reports about the program.     
 
Cost Saving Measures: 
There are no cost-savings measures to report.  
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Staffing Updates: 
No staffing changes.  
 

American Councils/Belarus 
 

 
 

 
Noteworthy Events:   
The six themes, chosen by USAID-Minsk for FY08, were developed into VERFs by 
American Councils and drafts were sent to USAID in November. Five of the six had been 
approved as of January, 2008 by EGAT/ED. 
 
In an effort to present and discuss information about the program, American Councils’ 
Community Connections staff attended several meetings with different targeted 
professional groups, NGOs and social service centers. Outreach of this kind is an 
especially valuable tool for disseminating information given limited advertising 
opportunities for NGOs in Belarus. 
 
Recruitment for the program Volunteers and Volunteer Movement began December 07, 
2007 and ended January 11, 2008. Since then the program has gone through a full cycle, 
from recruitment through PDO. The pool of candidates (43 applications) was sifted down 
to 10 finalists and one alternate. The participants are departing for the U.S. on April 16, 
2008.  
 
All pre-departure stages for the Mother and Child Health program were completed: 43 
highly qualified participants were recruited, out of them 10 finalists and one alternate 
candidate were approved and pre-departure orientation was held.  
 
Recruiting for the program Nature Conservation and Resource Management began on 
February 04, 2008 and lasted a month, bringing in about 28 highly qualified candidates 
altogether. Ten finalists and one alternate were eventually selected. The candidates are 
currently making preparations to depart on June 11, 2008. 
 
Recruiting for Culture Preservation began March 1, 2008 and ended April 1, 2008. 
Approximately 27 candidates were recruited. 
 
Meetings:  
Reentry seminars were held at ACER’s office in October and November for participants 
of the last two groups of FY07 – Business Education and Training and Small Business 
Development. The meetings welcomed participants to share their unique experiences as 
seen in retrospect and express their opinions on how their program was administered 
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from recruitment up through their arrival in Belarus. USAID-Minsk representatives 
attended and contributed to the feedback sessions. 

USAID-Minsk representatives met with the ACER Director and the CC Program 
Coordinator to discuss the themes chosen by the Mission for CC FY08 administration; 
focus groups and recruitment strategies were agreed upon, probable challenges from the 
implementer’s point of view were discussed.  
 
Pre-departure orientations brought together the groups that are first to leave in 2008, 
including Volunteers and Volunteer Movement and Mother and Child Health.  The 
meetings addressed the issues of participants’ travel schedule, the goals of the program 
activity, conditions of sponsorship, administrative details, and American vs. Belarus 
culture and customs. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Mr. Leanid Shur, a participant of 2007’s Small Business Development group, took part in 
a television program for businessmen at a local TV channel (SKIF) where he was 
interviewed as an expert about the problems that small businesses face today in Belarus.  
He discussed ways local and national policies can be effectively developed to promote 
entrepreneurial opportunities and small business development. In addition, he was offered 
the opportunity to host his own TV program, Point of View, which would cover important 
issues related to small- and medium sized-businesses. 

Mr. Andrey Makhanko, a participant of CC 2006’s Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect 
program, participated in a syndicated radio program called Worldview, broadcast on U.S. 
public radio in January 2008. He discussed the worldwide problem of children trafficking 
and the difficulties in implementing prevention strategies. 
http://www.wbez.org/content.aspx?audioID=17652 

Cost-Saving Measures:  
Reentry sessions and pre-departure orientations for CC groups were all held at the ACER 
office, thereby saving funds on rented space.    
 
Necessitated by local restrictions on program advertising, ACER was able to conduct 
recruitment electronically and in person with no funds dedicated to print advertising or 
materials. 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Yulia Popruzhenko, CC Coordinator, started maternity leave in January. Program 
Assistant, Olga Prushak, is covering program duties until a suitable replacement is found. 
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American Councils/Kazakhstan 
 

 
 

 
Noteworthy Events:   
Two VERFs was submitted to USAID for approval.  They were for the Corporate Social 
Responsibility program and the Agribusiness New Technology and Food Safety and 
Quality Standards program.   

Ten media NGOs specialists from Karaganda, Pavlodar, North Kazakhstan and Almaty 
city successfully participated in “Capacity Building for Media NGOs” program in the US 
from November 28 to December 19, 2007.  The International Visitors Council (IVC) of 
Philadelphia hosted the group. 

Recruitment for the Corporate Social Responsibility program was completed in the West 
Kazakhstan, Atyrau and Mangistau oblasts.  The program promotion and call for 
applications ended on December 13 with 23 applications, as expected by the USAID 
Mission technical office, given the fairly narrow topic.  Ten finalists from various fields 
including SME, business association and environmental NGOs successfully participated 
in the program from March 19 to April 9, 2008.  The Center for International Programs of 
Valbin (CIP) hosted the group. 

Infection Control and Blood Safety program participants Alexandr Ryzhkov and Marina 
Burova collaborated with Peace Corps volunteers and the local NGO Sana Sezim to 
commemorate the victims of the 2006 outbreak in Shymkent on December 1, 2007 for 
World AIDS Day.  The Community Connections participants and 70 of their medical 
colleagues from the South Kazakhstan Regional Hospital met with the Peace 
Corps volunteers and Shymkent community youth and informed the youth about the HIV 
outbreak in 2006.  The CC participants also discussed the lessons they had learned in 
America and their ideas for improving hospital activities to combat HIV/AIDS. 

Infection Control and Blood Safety program alumna Ludmila Li conducted a presentation 
on laboratory quality control methods for 18 laboratory managers at the South 
Kazakhstan Oblast HIV/AIDS Center.  Li also lead classes for the HIV/AIDS Center 
laboratory employees in January 2008. 

Kavira Mukasheva, a Infection Control and Blood Safety program alumna, has revised 
the Kazakhstan Ministry of Health directive regarding Infection Control.  These changes 
took effect on February 28, 2008. 
 
Nurmukhamed Akhmediyanov, Religion in Secular Society program alumnus and Imam 
from the Abai city mosque, founded a new NGO “Zhas Urpak,” or “Young Generation.”   
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The NGO will support at-risk youth in Abai and nearby towns.  Zhas Urpak is the first 
local NGO founded and led by a religious leader in Kazakhstan. 
 
Community Connections program staff together with USAID/CAR organized and 
conducted a press conference to raise the level of awareness and publicity for Community 
Connections and USAID programming in Kazakhstan.  This press conference, which 
took place on February 21, 2008, received nationwide coverage through national media 
outlets.  During the press conference, USAID/CAR Mission Director William Frej 
announced the new Kazakhstan Community Connections program themes for 2008.  
Community Connections program alumni Yelena Malygina and Sholpan Zhaxybaeva 
from the Capacity Building for Media NGOs program, and Sunkar Nurmagambetov from 
the Human Rights program took part in the press conference and shared their perspective 
on how the program helped them professionally and gave them insight into American 
culture and American work environments.  An article about the press conference is 
attached to this report.   
 
It is notable that information on two CC Kazakhstan programs “Infection Control and 
Blood Safety” and “SME Development” was requested by USAID and the US Embassy 
for inclusion in a memorandum to Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central 
Asian Affairs, Mr. Boucher, regarding 2007 accomplishments in education, training, and 
exchanges in Central Asia.   
 
Meetings:  
Program staff and USAID mission staff conducted a debriefing with Media NGOs 
program participants upon their arrival from the US. 
 
Community Connections program staff and USAID/CAR mission staff conducted a 
meeting with Corporate Social Responsibility program participants during the PDO 2 
before their departure to US.   
 
American Councils CC staff conducted meetings with several organizations, including 
Pragma Corporation and Winrock International, to gather information and develop the 
Agribusiness New Technology and Food Safety and Quality Standards CC program. 
 
American Councils CC staff presented the CC program to the Kazakhstan Peace Corps 
Volunteers during their mid-service training in Almaty.  It is hoped that these volunteers 
will help to disseminate information on future CC programming.   
 
Media Coverage: 
Two newspaper articles were published in the national newspaper “Izvestie” about the 
Media NGOs program.  The articles were written by program participant, Bakytova 
Assemgul.   
 
Three newspaper articles dedicated to the Capacity Building for Media NGOs program 
were published in regional newspapers “Industrialnaya Karaganda”, Zvezda Priirtyshie” 
and “Novaya Zhizn.” 
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Community Connections program staff, together with the USAID/CAR staff, organized 
and conducted a press conference to raise the level of publicity and awareness on the 
USAID CC program in Kazakhstan. Articles resulting from the press conference are 
attached.   
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Advertising materials for the Corporate Social Responsibility program were distributed 
free of charge via local partner organizations from the target regions.  Carec, Ecopravda, 
Counterpart Consortium, and NIS from Astana placed this information on their web sites.  
 
Corporate Social Responsibility interviews with semifinalists were conducted at the 
American Corners in Uralsk and Atyrau free of charge.    
 
Staffing Updates: 
No staffing changes 
 
 

American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
The themes for 2008 approved by USAID:  

1. “Religion in Secular Society – Naryn, Issykkul, and Chui oblasts”; 
2. “Religion in Secular Society – Batken oblast and Alai, Chonalai, Nokat and 

Karakulja rayons of Osh oblast”; 
3. Women’s Issues in Islam  
4. Education in Community Development 
5. Religious Education  
6. Role of Public Health Professionals and Muslim Leaders in Community 

Development 
 
The VERFs for the first four themes have been developed and have been approved by the 
Mission.  

The first recruiting trip for the 1st theme, “Religion in Secular Society – Naryn, Issykkul 
and Chui oblasts,” took place from December 12th through the 19th in Naryn, Issykkul 
and Chui oblasts and was conducted by the CC Program Specialist. The second recruiting 
trip took place December 24th through January 1st.  The CC Program Assistant organized 
meetings and the Program Specialist conducted meetings and had consultations with all 
candidates who applied in addition to 15 representatives of the rayon (county) 
administration, religious leaders and NGOs who work in the sphere of religion in each 
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rayon of the aforementioned oblasts. One hundred applications, 100 discs containing 
applications, and 100 press releases in Kyrgyz and Russian languages were prepared and 
distributed.  
 
The deadline for this first theme was January 8, 2008 and 69 applications were submitted.  
These applications were pre-screened, and as a result, 26 applications were disqualified 
due to inadequate documentation.  
 
On January 11th and 12th, the application reading committee evaluated the remaining 43 
application forms for the program. The application reading committee consisted of the 
following individuals: 

1. Cale Wagner, Program Recruiter, FLEX and PIE programs for ACCELS 
2. Scott Willis, Lecturer, Ataturk International University 
3. Keneshbek Sainazarov, USAID Quality Learning Project, Creative Associates 

International, Inc. 
4. Alfiya Fattahova - Civic Education Editor-Expert, Social Research Center, AUCA 

 
The committee evaluated 43 application forms, and 24 applicants were chosen to be 
interviewed. Interviews took place on January 30th and 31st in the Community 
Connections office in Bishkek. The interview committee consisted of Colin Lober, 
National Flagship Language Fellow and Manas Mambetsadykov, Community 
Connections Program Specialist. After the interview, ten finalists and five alternates were 
selected and submitted to the USAID Mission for approval.  
 
On February 15, the first Pre-Departure Orientation was held by Manas Mambetsadykov 
and Gulnura Abytalieva in the Alpinist Hotel, Bishkek, for the 15 candidates. 
  
On March 28, 10 finalists participated in the second Pre-Departure Orientation, which 
took place in the Community Connections Office in Bishkek. That evening, the ten 
finalists, along with Community Connections Assistant Gulnura Abytalieva, left for 
Almaty, Kazakhstan. Participants then departed on the morning of March 29 for Chicago.  
 
From January 8–16, 2008 Manas Mambetsadykov made recruiting trips to Osh, Batken 
and Jalalabat Oblasts for the theme“Religion in Secular Society – Batken Oblast and 
Alai, Chonalai, Nookat and Karakulja Regions” program. 

From January 21–29, 2008, Manas Mambetsadykov made return recruiting trips to Osh, 
Batken, and Jalalabat Oblasts.  

The deadline of the second theme was February 7, 2008, and 96 applications were 
submitted.  These applications were pre-screened, and as a result, 25 applications were 
disqualified due to inadequate documentation. 

On February 11 and 12, the application reading committee evaluated the remaining 71 
application forms for the program. The application reading committee consisted of the 
following individuals: 
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1. Nicholas Gray, Project Coordinator, Aga Khan Foundation;  
2. Scott Willis, Lecturer, Ataturk International University;  
3. Chinara Kumenova, Consultant, USAID Quality Learning Project, Creative 

Associates International Inc.;  
4. Sabina Uzakova, Coordinator of JFDP and Open World Programs, ACCELS.  

 
Out of the 71 application forms, 25 applicants were chosen to be interviewed.  These 
interviews took place on February 16 and 17 in the city of Osh. The interview committee 
consisted of the following individuals: 

1. Mahabbat Alymkulova, Project Management Assistant, USAID/Osh office;  
2. Colin Lober, National Flagship Language Fellow; 
3. Manas Mambetsadykov, Community Connections Program Specialist. 

 
After the interview, ten finalists and five alternates were selected, and the list was sent to 
the USAID Mission for further approval. On March 15, the first Pre-Departure 
Orientation was held by Manas Mambetsadykov and Gulnura Abytalieva in the branch 
office of the public foundation Development and Cooperation in Central Asia (DCCA) in 
Osh for the 15 candidates of the “Religion in Secular Society – Batken Oblast and Alai, 
Chonalai, Nookat and Karakulja Regions of Osh Oblast” theme.  
 
Meetings:  
On October 19, CC Specialist Manas Mambetsadykov held a meeting with Project 
Management Specialist, USAID representative Myrza Karimov to discuss themes for 
2008.  
 
On December 6, the CC Program Specialist again met with Myrza Karimov to discuss the 
press conference to announce the Community Connections themes for FY2008. The Press 
Conference was planned for December 24, 2007, but due to the instable political situation 
after the December Parliamentary elections in the Kyrgyz Republic, the press conference 
was postponed. The Press Conference has now been moved to the end of January 2008.  
 
On March 15, the All-Alumni Reunion, organized by the US Embassy, took place in the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Bishkek. Two Community Connections Program Alumni were 
awarded Certificates of Appreciation for their outstanding work within their 
communities.  More than five Community Connections Alumni presented their work at 
the Alumni Reunion.  
 
From March 10 to March 24, Manas Mambetsadykov made recruitment trips for the 
“Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam for Professional Women” program to 
Naryn, Issyk-Kul, Osh, Jalalabat, Batken and Talas Oblasts in Kyrgyzstan.  
 
 
Media Coverage:  
Throughout December and January, advertisements were posted in a variety of media 
outlets, including Akipress, “Tenir Too” newspaper in the Naryn oblast, Yssykkol 
Kabarlary” newspaper in Issykul.  Additionally, Fatima Kasmahunova, USAID Project 
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Management Administrative Assistant, sent the press releases and applications to about 
50 media channels. 
 
On January 25, an advertisement about the second RSS program was posted in the Osh 
Tany and Batken Tany newspapers in Osh and Batken Oblasts.  
 
On March 14, advertisement about the “Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam 
for Professional Women” program was posted in Slovo Kyrgyzstana. 
 
On March 28, Fatima Kasmahunova, Project Management Administrative Assistant at 
USAID, sent the press release about the “Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam 
for Professional Women” program to approximately 70 partner organizations.  
 
On March 28, a press release about the “Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam 
for Professional Women” program was posted in the on-line newspaper 
www.akipress.kg. 
 
 
Cost -Saving Measure: None 
 
Staffing Updates:  
Everett Peachey replaced Kimberly Verkuilen as the American Councils’ Country 
Director for Kyrgyzstan.   
 

 
American Councils /Tajikistan 

 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
USAID/CAR and EGAT have approved five themes for the year 2008. The themes are:  

1. City planning; 
2. Introducing to Loan Management;  
3. Library Management;  
4. Hospital Management;  
5. Energy Resources Management.  

 
 
On November 27, 2007, Community Connections staff held a successful press conference 
bringing together mass media, U.S. Embassy representatives, USAID representatives and 
CC alumni. The goal of the press conference was to announce the five new 2008 program 
themes, and new funding available to Community Connections participants for follow-on 
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activities. The press conference attracted a lot of media attention. Tom Hushek, Deputy 
Chief of Mission at the US Embassy in Dushanbe, briefed the media about the 
importance of exchange programs for Tajikistan and the U.S.  Stephen Kelley, USAID 
Deputy Director, spoke about the Community Connections program and its benefits to 
the further development of Tajikistan. He has also announced the themes for the year 
2008.  
 
Daniel Stanley, American Councils Senior Program Officer, spoke on the nuts and bolts 
of the participant recruitment and selection process, and announced the availability of 
alumni funding in 2008. CC Alumni shared their experience and impressions about 
American culture, lifestyle, work, their experiences both in the U.S. and back home upon 
program completion. All materials related to the press conference are attached in Section 
IV. 
 
10 Small and Medium Business developers traveled to Kalamazoo, Michigan on January 
14, 2008.  The group returned on February 17, 2008.  They were hosted by Michigan-
based NGO, Colleagues International.  Participants were welcomed back at a press 
conference attended by both embassy and USAID representatives. The press release is 
attached. 
 
Thorough recruitment took place in Sogd and Khatlon regions for the City Planning 
program. Thirty-five eligible applications were received from architects, officials from 
local governments, and businesspeople.  
 
CC staff is collaborating with USAID country mission and other partners to develop a 
VERF for the upcoming Loan Management program.  A final draft should be ready for 
approval by mid-April. 
 
Obagul Islaeva, Communicable Disease Prevention/Community Connection alumna, 
conducted a lecture in the extremely remote town of Murgab entitled  “HIV prevention 
and treatment in the USA” on November 16. 
 
In another success for CC in Tajikistan, 10 recent returnees from the Small and Medium 
Enterprise business program were invited to a formal reception for Acting Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for South and Central Asian Affairs Pamela Spratlen at US 
Ambassador Tracey Jacobson’s residence in Dushanbe on April 1.   
 
Meetings:  
Daniel Stanley, AC Senior Program Officer and Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program 
Manager met with the following people: 
 

• Stephen Kelley, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan Deputy Director to discuss pragmatic 
issues related to Community Connections, themes for 2008, alumni funding, and 
finalize the CC press conference held in Dushanbe.  
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• Suhrob Tursunov, Senior Analyst of European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development in Tajikistan. The goal of the meeting was to discuss the Loan 
Management program for 2008 and develop the VERF.  

 
• Marilynne Devis, Urban Institute Chief of Party in Tajikistan to discuss and get 

her insights on the City Planning program in Tajikistan.  
 

• Aziz Jafarov from ZdravPlus, a USAID funded health program in Tajikistan, to 
discuss the Hospital Management CC program to help in drafting a VERF.  

 
Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager, took advantage of recruiting trips to Sogd and 
Khatlon regions for City Planning to also meet with CC alumni from previous programs. 
On March 12 and 13, she met with Fruit and Vegetable Processing and SME alumni at 
the American Corner in Khujand, the regional capital of Sogd. The purpose of the 
meeting was to see what progress has been made since participating in their CC programs 
and to update participant contact information. Also, the availability of Community 
Connections alumni funding was announced, for the purpose of implementing alumni 
post-program ideas. Nisso distributed and explained how to fill out the in-country VERF.  
A deadline for the first cycle of CC alumni funding applications was set for March 31, 
2008.   
 
On March 19, Nisso conducted a similar meeting with Young Women Leaders program 
alumni in Kurgan-Tube, during City Planning recruiting for Khatlon region.  
 
As a result of announcing the program and distributing in-country VERFs, CC received 
approximately six applications for alumni funding. Proposals are being reviewed and 
prepared for Mission consideration.  
 
Media Coverage: 
In addition to the media coverage mentioned above, the City Planning program has been 
widely advertised in local newspapers, TV channels and radio. The CC Program Manager 
placed four-week announcements in popular weekly newspapers “Asia-Plus” and 
“Jumhuriyat,” and ads on the TV and Radio stations “Khatlon” in Kurgan-Tube, and 
Radio “Teroz” in Khujand.  
 
To commemorate International Women's Day on March 8, Nizoramoh Zaripova, Young 
Women Leader from Bokhtar, gave an interview to the local newspaper “Vakhsh”. 
Nizoramoh shared her American experiences, and explained American culture and people 
to readers.  
 
 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
The Tier I and Tier II Orientations for SME group have been conducted at American 
Councils office that allowed us to save $100 for room rental.  
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Recruiting consultation hours at Khatlon Press in Kulyab for the City Planning Program 
were free of charge, generating a savings of $100.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Zarrina Muhiddinova, CC Logistics Coordinator, has been promoted to a position of an 
Educational Advisor for EducationUSA that is administered by American Councils in 
Tajikistan.  

 
American Councils/Turkmenistan 

 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events: 
Three VERFs were submitted to USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR for 
approval.  The themes of the VERFs were Promoting Mass Media Development, 
Introducing a Modern Tourism Industry, and Introducing Principles of Modern 
Surveillance of Infectious Diseases. All VERFs have been approved by USAID/EGAT 
and forwarded to World Learning.   
   
Meetings: 
Over the month of November 2007, Ms. Natalya Akmuradova traveled to various regions 
to conduct presentations on the Community Connections Program and to hold meetings 
with CC Alumni. The goals of the presentations were to give an overview of the 
Community Connections Program and introduce CC themes for 2008. CC Alumni 
meetings were conducted to gather together alumni, promote networking, share CC 
program successes, and brainstorm future alumni activities.   
    
On November 16, 2007, American Councils organized a CC Alumni Panel. CC Alumni 
shared their U.S. experiences, discussed program successes, and answered audience 
questions about their trip to the United States and the Community Connections Program 
in general.    
 
On December 6, 2007, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Banat Ashkenova, SABIT 
Coordinator in Central Asia. The meeting focused on issues related to exchange program 
administration in Turkmenistan and areas of possible collaboration between the two 
programs.  
 
On December 19, 2007, Ms. Akmuradova conducted a presentation on the Community 
Connections program at the American Councils office in Ashgabat. The presentation 
specifically focused on the Introducing a Modern Tourism Industry (IMTI) program. 
Attendees of the presentations included representatives of the State Committee of 
Turkmenistan for Tourism and Sports and private travel companies. The goal of the 
presentation was to discuss IMTI program details, overall CC program components and 
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aspects, and the application process. The presentation was followed by a question and 
answer session.     
 
On January 17, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova facilitated an interview conducted by Ms. Lynn 
Gardner, Public Outreach Coordinator, USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan with Mr. Dovlet 
Chopanov, CC Alumnus 07. Lynn and Dovlet discussed his trip to the United States on 
the CC program, his current activities with respect to the experience acquired on the 
program, and future professional plans.   
 
On January 24, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova participated in a CC Alumni meeting with Mr. 
Joseph Lessard, Deputy Director of the Office of Economic Growth, USAID/CAR. CC 
Alumni represented programs related to business development, food processing, and 
agriculture. CC Alumni shared their U.S. experience, discussed program successes and 
things to be improved, and made recommendations with respect to future CC programs 
developed for Turkmenistan.     
 
In January, February, and March of 2008, Ms. Akmuradova had a number of meetings 
with the representatives of the Management, Consulting & Training Company. The 
company was selected as an implementing organization for a series of CC Alumni round 
tables. The meetings focused on developing event-related materials (budget, agenda), 
identifying issues to be discussed and organizations to be invited, and discussing 
logistical issues.  
 
On February 20, 2008, American Councils staff participated in a meeting with the 
representatives of the Consular Section of the U.S. Embassy in Turkmenistan. The 
Consul described new policies and regulations at the Consular section and the rules that 
apply to participants of exchange programs. It was followed by a question and answer 
session which helped to clarify many points and determine ways for future collaboration.    
 
On March 25, 2008, Ms. Amy McGoldrick and Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Mr. 
Ashley Moretz, USAID Representative in Turkmenistan and Ms. Elena Samarkina, 
Health Program Manager at USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan. The goal of the meeting was to 
identify and discuss two additional CC themes for FY2008 due to the additional funding 
available for the CC program in Turkmenistan. It was decided to develop and implement 
the following programs: Promoting More Effective Local Governance and Introducing 
Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan Health Care.   
 
On March 26, 2008, CC Alumni participated in a Reception dedicated to the Women’s 
History Month. The event was organized by the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. 
Embassy and aimed at gathering Turkmenistan women leaders for networking and 
sharing relevant experiences. It was a nice opportunity for CC Alumni to meet each other, 
make useful contacts, and get involved into alumni community.        
 
Media Coverage: 
The request for newspaper announcements for Mass Media Development and Introducing 
a Modern Tourism Industry groups was submitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Turkmenistan. American Councils is still waiting for a reply to this request. The outreach 
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strategy aimed at collaboration with local newspapers is being modified through the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan. Information about these programs was 
distributed through USAID Contractors, PAS networks, OSCE Center in Ashgabat, 
Ministry of Culture and Broadcasting of Turkmenistan, State Committee of Turkmenistan 
for Tourism and Sports, and American Corner networks. Candidates for this program 
were recommended by USAID, USAID Contractors, PAS, and government agencies that 
work in the related fields.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Interviews and Pre-Departure Orientations were conducted at the Public Affairs Section 
and American Councils office in Ashgabat which allowed money to be saved on room 
rental. Additionally, Visitor Exchange Plan (VEP) materials were translated by the 
American Councils staff, which also saved money on translation of materials.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
No staffing changes. 
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I. WORLD LEARNING/DC UPDATES 
 

 
Washington, D.C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Group/Visitor Arrivals:  October 2008 - March 2009 
 

Country Number of US Groups Number of US Visitors 

Armenia 2 20 
Azerbaijan 0 0 
Belarus 1 10 
Georgia 2 19 
Kazakhstan 1 10 
Kyrgyzstan 2 20 
Moldova 0 0 
Russia 0 0 
Serbia 4 40 
Tajikistan 2 20 
Turkmenistan 2 20 
Ukraine 0 0 
Uzbekistan 1 10 
TOTAL 17 169 

 
 
Program Highlights 
As indicated in the chart above, World Learning successfully procured, monitored and 
evaluated 17 programs for 169 visitors during this period.   
 
While World Learning’s Serbia field Office and the World Learning sub-contractors 
(CSED, PH International, and American Councils) worked with their respective USAID 
Missions to determine specific program themes, design VERFs and conduct a 
thorough recruitment and selection of CC visitors, World Learning/DC conducted an 
extensive procurement process to select the most appropriate Host Organizations.   
 
Recruitment and selection procedures include intensive outreach, application review, 
interviewing, testing, collection of participant data, international travel 
arrangements, visa processing, pre-departure orientation, including SWOT and 
SMART analysis, and preliminary action planning for all groups.   
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A transparent procurement allows World Learning/DC to select the most appropriate 
Hosting Organizations based on a competitive bidding process soliciting two 
capability statements per program.  World Learning contacted an average of two 
Host Organizations per program. A total of 34 Host Organizations were contacted 
during this period. Based on the capability statements submitted by the Hosting 
Organizations, World Learning/DC provided USAID Missions with recommendations 
for 17 Host Organizations best able to meet overall program objectives through 
proposed cultural activities, site visits, home-stay placements, job-shadowing and 
effective action planning sessions.   
 
New CC Procurement Process for Host Organization Selection 
March 9, 2009, World Learning/DC received EGAT approval to implement a new CC 
Stage II procurement process for selecting Host Organizations.   World Learning/DC 
will continue to pre-qualify and rank Host Organizations through the official Stage I 
RFP procurement process.   For Stage II, instead of bidding two HOs for each 
program, World Learning/DC will use its extensive real-time data collected on each 
Host Organization to conduct research for each program and match the most suitable 
Host Organization to each program.     

 
Deliverables 

• October 31, 2008 - World Learning submitted (to EGAT) the Semi-Annual 
Report for the April-September 2008. 

• Checkbooks & Pipelines submitted to EGAT monthly. 
• Individual Country Checkbooks submitted to CC Missions monthly. 
• World Learning Cluster Meeting To-Do List was submitted to EGAT February 9, 

2009.   
   
Meetings, Site Visits and Conferences 
 
2008 CC Cluster Meetings: From October 14-25, 2008 Lisa Posner Olocco and Eric 
Corens of World Learning traveled with Ethel Brooks, EGAT/CTO, and Robbie Hayes, 
of AQE, to Eurasia to conduct three cluster meetings. The Cluster Meetings were held 
in Chisinau, Moldova; Kyiv, Ukraine; and Almaty, Kazakhstan. The purpose of these 
meetings was to bring together Mission and EGAT staff, and World Learning, and its 
sub-contractor staff, to discuss lessons learned and best practices for the next two 
years of the Community Connections Task Order.    
 
November 14, 2008 - Lisa Posner Olocco, Eric Corens, and Anita Reichert of World 
Learning accompanied Ethel Brooks and Robbie Hayes to a meeting with Joseph 
Truong, USAID Project Officer, to discuss best practices for posting success stories 
on USAID’s Telling Our Story Database.   
 
December 11, 2008 – Lisa Posner Olocco and Eric Corens from World Learning and 
Robbie Hayes from AQE met in DC with Sarvat Maharramov from USAID/Azerbaijan 
to discuss FY09 Azeri programs. 
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December 16, 2008 – World Learning CC staff and AQE staff met in DC with Corneliu 
Rusnac from USAID/Moldova to discuss FY09 Moldovan programs. 
 
February 11, 2009 – Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco, and the World Learning CC 
staff participated in a panel for Pre-Qualified CIV Host Organizations at the Annual 
National NCIV conference.  
 
March 10, 2009 – Lisa Posner Olocco and Eric Corens hosted a meeting with AQE’s 
Kevin Hylton and Robbie Hayes to provide an overview of the CC program.   
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Savings Measures 
World Learning requires a 20% cost share for each program from all Host 
Organizations. The total cost share for 17 programs awarded totals $256,160.  
Additional and significant cost savings have been incurred by placing 169 participants 
with volunteer host families for the duration of the program (3-weeks).   
 
Hosting Organization Outreach 
December 12, 2008 - Katka Letzing, Program Manager from the IIE West Coast 
Center visited World Learning to discuss how to become a Pre-Qualified Host 
Organization.   
 
February 12, 2009 – Colin Davies spoke on a panel at the NCIV Conference about 
how to become a pre-qualified CC Host Organization.  
 
In an effort to encourage other NCIV members to get involved in the Community 
Connections Program, CC staff made significant efforts to network at the NCIV 
Conference. CC program fact sheets were displayed at the World Learning 
Conference Booth.   World Learning staff spoke with the following potential new Host 
Organizations: Syracuse CIV, IIE Denver, IVC Charlotte, IVC Georgia, and the World 
Trade Center of Charleston. 
 
March 3, 2009 – Dorothea Antonio represented World Learning at the Community 
Colleges for International Development (CCID) Conference in Orlando, Florida, where 
she talked about how Community Colleges could participate in the Community 
Connections program.  
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II. FIELD OFFICE ACTIVITY REPORTS 

 
 
 

 
Submitted by: 

 
 

CENTER FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 

WORLD LEARNING/SERBIA 
 

PROJECT HARMONY INTERNATIONAL  
 

AMERICAN COUNCILS FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION 
 

 
April 30, 2009 

 
 
 
 
         CSED/Moldova 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 
Two VERF’s (Local Economic Development and Investigative Journalism and 
Corruption Prevention) were submitted to USAID and approved on November 24, 
2008. 
 
CSED began the recruitment campaign for the Local Economic Development and 
Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention groups on October 23, 2008.  
Promotion was conducted in the entire territory of Moldova.  Advertisements about 
the program were published in the national, regional and local newspapers.  The 
deadline for application submission was December 5, 2008.  
 
CC recruitment meetings in the regions were organized with the support of CC 
Alumni, Local Authorities (Mayor’s office) and representatives of Business 
Development Organizations. 
 
A total number of over 260 hard copies of applications were distributed during 
recruitment meetings in the regions and meetings with professional associations and 
various focus groups.  (Many interested applicants preferred to download the 
applications from CSED’s web-site.) 
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In order to reach possible candidates in the rural area, CSED mailed, emailed, and 
facsimiled the information about the Community Connections programs to the 
following institutions in Chisinau and in the regions:   Government Apparatus, all 
District Councils across Moldova, the Mayoralties of the biggest cities, all editorial 
offices, newspapers and mass-media institutions, and all US Government Program 
Alumni by the Alumni Resource Center. 
 
Applications received by CSED for both programs were examined and reviewed.  The 
lists of semi-finalists invited to interviews were proposed to USAID for approval. The 
USAID Mission in Moldova approved the following number of semifinalists per 
program (that were interviewed):   
 
Local Economic Development –39 (out of 128 applications received) 
Investigative Journalism – 25 (out of 51 applications received) 
 
Interviews for the two groups were held the last week of January.  The members of 
the interview committee were Ina Pislaru – Project Management specialist (USAID); 
Corneliu Rusnac - CC Activity Manager (USAID); Jack Hardman – Second Secretary, 
Political-Economic Section (US Embassy); Sharon Ketchum - Public Affairs Officer 
(US Embassy); Sharon Van Pelt –Chief of Party (AED); Charles Butts - Chief of Party 
(CPP/IREX); and Constantin Schendra – CC Country Manager.  
 
After conducting the interviews, the Selection Committee selected 10 finalists and 5 
alternates for both groups.  
 
In accordance with established procedures, the US Embassy performed the security 
checks. CSED received the results on February 23, 2009 and all participants were 
cleared except one, Mr. Filipov Vasili. However, the USAID Mission recommended 
including him in the program as he does not seem to pose a threat to the security of 
the United States, or to obtain a J-1 Visa with fraudulent intent. Also, Mr. Filipov was 
identified by the selection committee as a top candidate, serving as a Mayor for 
many years.   
 
As USAID requires all visitors to undergo a medical exam before being accepted into 
the program, CSED made sure that medical forms were submitted and all 
participants are eligible from the medical point of view.  All participants were entered 
in USAID TraiNet/VCS (Visa Compliance System) and were verified, approved, and 
submitted by the responsible persons.        
 
During this clearance period, the Host Organizations for the two groups were 
selected through a competitive bidding process.  The Investigative Journalism and 
Corruption Prevention group will be hosted by Citizen Diplomacy Council of San 
Diego, California and the Local Economic Development program will be organized by 
International House-Davis, in California.  CSED developed the participants’ profiles 
for the Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention program.  
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This year, the selection committee decided to include in the list of 3 finalist 
applicants from the Transnistria region.  We have two persons from Transnistria in 
the Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention group: Russu Inna from 
Dubasari, who is working as a Local Correspondent for Novii Region "Vzglyad" and 
“Pridnestrovie” Newspapers; and Craciun Tatiana from Tiraspol, who is working as 
Reporter/Presenter for the TSV TV (Free Choice Television).  
 
In the other group, Mr. Buga Igor, from Tiraspol, was selected by the Interview 
Committee as a finalist for the Local Economic Development Program.  Mr. Buga is 
now acting as a president of the Department of Municipal Property, Rent, 
Privatization, and Economic Development within the Tiraspol Municipal Council.   
 
In mid-October, CSED hosted one of the three sub-regional Cluster Meetings of the   
Community Connections Program.  The meeting brought together the USAID-CC 
Mission and EGAT staff; World Learning, the prime FORECAST contractor; as well as 
representatives from World Learning field contractors (The Center for Social and 
Economic Development and PH International). 
  
Meetings  
CSED organized 12 meetings in the biggest cities of Moldova and presented the two 
CC programs to representatives of state institutions and organizations in charge of 
public acquisitions, e-Government, local economic development, and mass-media 
representatives in the Republic of Moldova. 
 
The CC Country Manager, Constantin Schendra, participated in two Chief of Party 
meetings that were organized by the USAID Mission in Moldova and were held on 
February 5th and March 19th, 2009.  Mr. Schendra met with Ms. Colleen Graffy, 
Deputy Assistant to Secretary of State, who was on an official visit to Moldova.  Ms. 
Graffy oversees public diplomacy and public affairs programs for the Bureau of 
European and Eurasian Affairs and coordinates efforts with the Secretary for Public 
Diplomacy and Public Affairs.  The discussion was focused on exchanges, their role 
for development of Moldova, new policies on exchanges, and problems encountered 
by implementing organizations. 
 
Media Coverage 
Community Connections programs were published in 24 national, regional, and local 
newspapers and placed on the following sites: www.csed.md (1210 individual 
persons visited this site from October 23 to December 5, 2008); www.edu.md; 
www.basa.md; and www.contact.md. 
 
Cost-Saving Measures 
CSED is using the VAT exemption for all the expenses related to the program. 
PDO-s and Interviews are held at CSED’ office, this allows for savings on room 
rental. CSED negotiated with the traveling agent a group discount, as well as free 
taxi vouchers for transportation to the airport for all the participants.   

 8 

 

http://www.csed.md/
http://www.edu.md/
http://www.basa.md/
http://www.contact.md/


Staffing Updates 
Tatiana Corcodel joined CSED as Program Coordinator. 
 

 
 
 

World Learning/Serbia 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 
Our first two Community Connections Programs, Village and Rural Tourism and Youth 
and Sports, had the final pre-departure orientation, went to the United States to 
LaCrosse, Wisconsin and Charlotte, North Carolina respectively, successfully returned 
to Serbia, and met with World Learning/Serbia and shared the details of their 
program and their action plans.  They have both been mentioned in the press lauding 
their programs and both groups are active implementing their Action Plans.  World 
Learning will be planning follow-on activities with them during the next quarter. 
Susan Delja, Roslyn Waters-Jensen, and the Deputy Chief of Mission, Jennifer Brush, 
attended the PDO of the Village and Rural Tourism Group and Susan Delja and her 
staff attended the PDO of the Youth and Sports group.  Susan Delja, Cultural 
Attaché, and two members of her staff attended the debriefing of the Village and 
Rural Tourism and Conrad Turner, Public Affairs Officer, and Vukica Stankovic, 
attended the debriefing of the Youth and Sports group. The Village and Rural 
Tourism group is working together with the assistance of the USAID Competitiveness 
Project, Tourism Sector to set us a National Association of Village and Rural Tourism 
as a legal entity.  
 
World Learning/Serbia developed two new VERFs for Marketing for Agribusiness, 
Furniture, Information and Community Technology (ICT), and for Youth and 
Employment.  Both were approved and Marketing has been scheduled for March 11-
April 1, 2009 with the World Affairs Council of Oregon in Portland.  The first PDO with 
this group was held on December 22, 2008 and all finalists and alternates passed the 
CEPA English test (this program was conducted in English).  The Youth and 
Employment group will be selected in January 2009 and are scheduled to go to the 
U.S.  March 18-April 8, 2009. 
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The Selection Committee for Youth and Employment Services interviewed 31 people 
and selected 10 finalists and 5 alternates, which were subsequently approved by 
Public Affairs and USAID. USAID and Public Affairs approved the choice of Heartland 
International in Chicago to host this group.   This group had its Tier I Orientation on 
January 28, 2009 and its Tier II Orientation on March 11, 2009. This meeting was 
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attended by Vukica Stankovic from the Public Affairs Office who discussed 
expectations for the group.  They left for Chicago, Illinois on March 18 to attend their 
program developed by Heartland International.  They were accompanied by 
Aleksander Mentov, a DAI USAID contractor employee as a Technical Observer who 
will work on follow-on activities with the group when they return.  
 
The CC Marketing group for Agribusiness, ICT, and Furniture had a special 
orientation for Marketing given by the Marketing Specialist for the Agribusiness 
Project, Remer Lane on February 17, 2009.  They had their Tier II orientation on 
March 4, 2009 and departed for Portland, Oregon on March 11, 2009 to attend their 
program developed by the World Affairs Council of Portland. This meeting was 
attended by Conrad Turner, Public Affairs Officer of the Embassy who discussed their 
program with the group and the Embassy’s expectations for them applying what they 
learned when they returned.  
 
World Learning developed two new VERFs during this period for Agricultural 
Cooperatives and Associations and Local Economic Development and they were both 
approved by Public Affairs and by USAID. Tanja and Ivana traveled to both Nis and 
Novi Sad to promote Agricultural Coops and Associations and both events were well 
attended with both potential participants and media.  USAID and PD also approved 
the selection of Columbus International Programs of Columbus, Ohio to host the 
Agriculture group.  The Selection Committee for Agriculture completed its selection of 
10 finalists and 4 alternates in March and their Tier 1 Orientation was held on March 
16, 2009.  This program will be held May 6 - May 27, 2009.   
 
Mary Fran Doyle promoted the Local Economic Development Program at 4 pre-
departure orientations for third country study tours being conducted by Urban 
Institute (MEGA) for mayors and local government officials including some LED staff. 
World Learning is in the process of recruiting for the LED program with a deadline of 
April 2, 2009 and the program will be held July 8 - 29, 2009. 
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Mary Fran Doyle, Ivana Zivkovic, and Tanja Potezica from World Learning and Vukica 
Stankovic and Tijana Waterson from Public Affairs attended the Annual Tourism Fair 
on February 26, 2009 invited by the Village and Rural Tourism group alumni who had 
a booth there in conjunction with the National Tourism Organization.  They have 
received official recognition for their National Association of Village and Rural 
Tourism Providers “SELO,” the Serbian word for village. During the fair they showed 
a slideshow they had developed about their program in the U.S.  They had badges 
with the Association logo on them and it also had USAID and Community 
Connections on it as well. The slideshow has also been used by the group in a 
presentation to tourism agents and others involved in Danube tourism.  World 
Learning is translating the show into English. During the fair, they organized a 
roundtable with the Tourism representative of the Ministry of Local and Regional 
Economy and the Tourism representative of the Ministry of Agriculture and providers 
since these two who have never before met each other and for them to hear from 
the providers what their problems and needs are. The Ministry of Local and Regional 



Economy as a result of this meeting will move to correct problems in the law which 
would allow bed and breakfast owners to collect money for their services directly.  
The Ministry of Agriculture also did a presentation on how providers can apply for 
funds to improve their households and agricultural areas for tourism that was 
presented at the SELO and National Tourist Organization booth at the fair.  Some of 
the alumni shared materials with us that they had developed since their return about 
their tourism offering and some of them show some of the things they have learned 
about marketing during their program.   
 
Meetings 
Mary Fran Doyle and Ivana Zivkovic attended the Ukraine Cluster Meeting October 
20-21, 2008 in Kyiv, meeting colleagues from the US, Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia. 
This was a very beneficial meeting since all of this is new to World Learning/Serbia 
and to share experiences and learn best practices from our colleagues was 
exceptionally valuable. 
 
Representatives from USAID and the Embassy have met several times to determine 
themes for CC programs for 2009. They have chosen six themes that were approved 
by Ambassador Munter to be completed between April 2009 and September 2010 
with up to 10% additional funds designated for follow-on. A new Scope of Work from 
April 2009-September 2010 for these six themes and follow-on was submitted to 
CTO Ethel Brooks and she has approved it.  
 
In preparation for the Youth and Employment Program, World Learning/Serbia met 
with Zorica Labudovic of the Ministry of Youth and Sports to better understand the 
role, position, and funding of youth coordinators throughout Serbia and their 
involvement with employment.  World Learning/Serbia also met with members of the 
staff of the Career Centers of the University of Belgrade and the University of 
Kragujevac to understand their needs and their role in internships and employment 
development and then with all Career Center staff throughout Serbia to publicize and 
recruit for the Youth and Employment Program.  World Learning/Serbia met with the 
Belgrade Open School and other NGOs involved in youth and employment.  There 
were three meetings with the National Employment Service at varying levels to 
determine their involvement in youth and employment services and what needs they 
might have for further training and what coordination if any they had with the 
Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Youth and Sports. World Learning/Serbia 
had several meetings with DAI-PPES (Preparedness, Planning and Economic 
Security) project (primarily Maury Wray Bridges, the Project Manager and Michael 
Pillsbury their COP) about their findings in working with youth coordinators, Junior 
Achievement, and other NGOs throughout Serbia to better understand who is really 
active and their roles. PPES also sponsored a ½ day meeting that brought together 
major actors in Serbia related to youth and employment.  The data gathered at all of 
these meetings help formulate the final direction of the VERF after consultation with 
Susan Delja and Roslyn Waters-Jensen and many of these people agreed to help us 
recruit and to publicize the program. 
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At the request of the Embassy, our CC staff participated in the International Bookfair 
at the Belgrade Fairgrounds on various days from October 20 – 26, 2008 to answers 
questions and give out information about Community Connections. Ivana and Tanja 
also attended the International Furniture Fair at the Fairgrounds and talked to many 
furniture producers about the CC marketing program and passed out program 
literature. 
 
Vukica Stankovic, Cultural Assistant of the U.S. Embassy, Mary Fran Doyle and Ivana 
Zivkovic met with Gordana Plamenac, the Director of the National Tourism 
Organization of Serbia to smooth the way for joint actions with the Village and Rural 
Tourism group in the future and to better understand the role of this agency in this 
development. 
 
World Learning/Serbia met with Pedja Cerovic and John Willsie (agriculture 
consultant on cooperatives) of the USAID Agribusiness Project to gain additional 
insights and background for the Agricultural Cooperatives and Associations VERF 
development. 
 
Mary Fran Doyle and Ivana Zivkovic met with Roslyn Waters-Jensen, Susan Delja, 
and Vukica Stankovic to discuss follow-on programming for Community Connections.  
It was decided to experiment with an in-country how-to fundraising workshop that 
would possibly involve both groups since both had raised this issue previously.  
World Learning/Serbia would investigate how this could be realized and proceed with 
an IC-VERF and who could possibly do such a workshop.  World Learning/Serbia held 
several meetings during this period related to this and have determined that there 
are a few possible providers and that this workshop is needed more for the Youth 
and Sports group. The Village and Rural Tourism Group has other needs that they 
feel are stronger priorities for them at this time including activities that would fortify 
and help grow their fledging national association.  World Learning/Serbia met with 
part of the group after the Tourism Fair again and we discussed their ideas more 
thoroughly based on their action plans and the recent developments in formulating 
the national association.  They agreed to present more concrete ideas of how they 
would like to proceed in a further meeting. World Learning/Serbia has also begun 
preliminary investigations related to possible in-country training for their association 
to learn from another European association like theirs possibly for September. They 
indicated that their initial group had expanded to 15 more throughout the country 
who are actively working on developing the national association with them. 
 
USAID implementer the Urban Institute MEGA staff Peter Epstein (COP), Olga 
Popovic (DCOP), and Jelena Bujovic, LED sector leader, met with Mary Fran Doyle 
and Ivana Zivkovic to provide background information and their perspective about 
Local Economic Development in Serbia, what was needed, and who should be 
targeted that proved very helpful in the development of the VERF. They also 
promised to help us recruit LED staff. 
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Mary Fran Doyle also met with USAID CTO Walter Doetsche of PPES and USAID CTO 
Nenad Moslavac of MEGA to get their views on the LED program for Community 
Connections. 
 
Conrad Turner, the Public Affairs Officer of the Embassy, called a meeting to discuss 
alumni mentoring possibilities.  Community Connections was briefly discussed at this 
meeting as possible mentors for some A-SMYLE high school students or FORECAST 
Exchange students and Mr. Turner was very interested in developing linkages with 
the upcoming CC Waste and Recycling Program theme and environmental activities 
for the younger student alumni.    
 
Mary Fran Doyle met with other implementers (including Ministry, UN agencies, and 
other international and NGO representatives) involved in Youth and Entrepreneurship 
at the second meeting organized by the DAI PPES Project.  Several projects that 
were helpful to World Learning/Serbia in the development of Youth and Employment 
Services were present and they and others are very interested in our next scope of 
work themes of Establishing Internships and Corporate Social Responsibility.  
 
Media Coverage 
DCM Brush’s attendance at the PDO of Village and Rural Tourism was covered by 
several media outlets including 24 Hours and FONET. 
 
Articles about the Village and Rural Tourism group upon their return appeared: 

• November 2, 2008 - RTS2 “Znanje imanje” – Agriculture show - Tourist 
Organization of Trstenik participating 

• November 3, 2008 – Press “Serbs in the USA” (village tourism) 
• December 5, 2008 – Polimlje (Local newspapers Prijepolje) – “Serbia known 

by the White Angel and Vlade Divac” (TO Prijepolje Svetlana Slovic) 
  
The debriefing of the Youth and Sports group in Nis with Conrad Turner was covered 
by several TV stations in Nis as well as some radio and print media: newspaper 
Narodne Novine, TV KCN, TV Belle Amie, and the MCN - Media Center Nis.   Youth 
and Sports’ participants were also interviewed by local press in their own towns. 
 
Ivana Zivkovic appeared on the B92 morning Agriculture Show (watched by most 
farmers in Serbia) to publicize Agriculture Coops and Associations.  There was also 
considerable media coverage and interviews (four TV stations) of the presentation in 
Nis and in Novi Sad (one print media and one radio station) concerning the same 
program. 
 
Cost-Saving Measures 
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$579.16 VAT savings for CC and savings from using Embassy driver to go to Nis for 
debriefing of Youth and Sports and Embassy also got the Media Center to donate this 
space for this meeting.  World Learning has also used donated space for our press 
conferences, consultations, PPDOs, PDOs, and debriefing meetings for a savings of 
approximately $720.00.   



 
World Learning/Serbia was able to translate the applications for Agricultural 
Cooperatives and Associations in the office, thanks to extra work from office staff 
and the fact that this selection committee was all Serbian speakers and so only 
finalists and alternates needed to be translated resulting in savings of  over $500. 
World Learning/Serbia used the American Corner and NDI’s office for free meeting 
space for most orientations and presentations for a savings of $600.00.  Because 
World Learning/Serbia was already doing PTP pre-departure orientations for 4 MEGA 
study tours in third countries related to LED, we did not need to travel for 
presentations for this program to the North and South of Serbia as we did for the 
Agricultural program resulting in savings of $366.      
 
Staffing 
No changes 
 

 
 
 

Project Harmony / Armenia 
 

 

Noteworthy Events 
This reporting period, CC staff received approval from USAID for the Special 
Education and Social Work VERFs.  

A debriefing session for the Tourism Educators group took place in October 2008. 
Participants shared successes and offered suggestions for program improvement. 
Alan Saffery, Senior Competitiveness Expert and Workforce Development Specialist, 
and Anush Shahverdyan from the Competitive Armenian Private Sector Project 
(CAPS) participated in the debriefing meeting and facilitated the session on follow on 
activities. As a result of this fruitful collaboration, an article written by one of the 
group participants was posted on the CAPS website: 
http://www.caps.am/digests.php?date=28/10/2008. The debriefing report was sent 
to World Learning.  

CC staff began recruitment and promotion of the Film Making theme. Forty nine 
applications were received by October 27, 2008. Following initial screening, the 
reading committee invited 29 semi-finalists for interviews on November 25 and 26; 
medical examinations were held on November 27. Tier I and Tier II orientations were 
conducted on December 10, 2008 and February 3, 2009 respectively. The group 
departed on February 4, 2009.  
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The debriefing session for the Film Making group took place on March 10. 
Participants shared successes and offered suggestions for program improvement. 
The debriefing report was sent to World Learning.  
 
CC staff initiated recruitment and promotion of the Special Education theme. Thirty 
two applications were received by December 22, 2008. Following initial screening, 
the applications were submitted to the reading committee for review.  
 
Following the review, 25 semi-finalists from Special Education group were invited for 
interviews on January 20-21, 2009; medical examinations were held on January 22. 
Tier I and Tier II orientations for the Special Education group were conducted on 
February 10 and March 18 respectively. The group departed on March 19.  
 
Nine-month evaluation report for Business Unions and Associations (BUA) was sent 
to World Learning and USAID. Nine-month evaluation for Inclusive Education was 
conducted on February 6, 2009.  
 
CC staff initiated recruitment and promotion of the Social Work theme. Fifty three 
applications were received by March 2, 2009. Following initial screening, the reading 
committee invited 32 semi-finalists for interviews on March 25 - 26; medical 
examinations were held on March 27.  
 
Meetings 
CC team met with Varduhi Katinyan, the head of the Medical and Psychological-
Pedagogical Center and Anahit Mouradyan, an expert/CC alumna from the Ministry of 
Education and Science to discuss Special Education VERF.  
 
CC team met with the experts from the USAID Armenia Social Protection Systems 
Strengthening Project (SPSS) to get their input for the Social Work VERF. CC team 
also met with Astghik Minasyan, an expert from the Ministry of Labor and Social 
Work who provided information on the social work, its structure and the main gaps in 
Armenia.  
 
The CC team and PH International Country Director Mariam Martirosyan met with 
Artak Zakaryan, a former CC alumnus, who now serves as the Chief of Staff for the 
newly opened Ministry of Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia. They discussed their 
future collaboration and shared the expertise in exchange programs, as the Ministry 
is planning to implement a similar project for the Diaspora in Armenia.     
 
Ann Martin, the Executive Director of the PH International visited Armenia. CC team 
organized a meeting with the CC Theater Management group participants, who 
shared their successes and follow on plans with the PH International Executive 
Director.  
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Mariam Martirosyan, the PH International Country Director, participated in the CC 
Cluster meeting conducted in October in Chisinau, Moldova.  



 
CC team and PH International Country Director Mariam Martirosyan met with USAID 
Mission representatives Yeva Hyusyan, Cross Cutting Team Leader and Anna 
Sedrakyan, Monitoring and Evaluation specialist who will be taking over Yeva’s 
responsibilities. After introducing her colleague, Yeva presented other staff changes 
in the Mission which will impact the selection procedures for the upcoming CC 
groups.  Funding for 2010 and alumni activities were also discussed at the meeting.  
 
Jack Medzorian, Vice-President of the Cambridge Yerevan Sister City Association 
(CYSCA) Host Organization, visited Armenia and met with CC staff and the reading 
committee experts from the Social Work theme. CC team and the experts discussed 
the program and participant expectations with Mr. Medzorian and made 
recommendations on how the exchange could be adjusted to better meet 
participants’ needs.   
 
CC team met with Anna Hovhannisyan, an expert from the USAID Armenia Social 
Protection Systems Strengthening Project (SPSS) to discuss their involvement in 
promotion and implementation of the Social Work theme.  
 
Media Coverage 
Advertisements for the Film Making and Special Education themes were placed in the 
local newspapers Eter, TV Aliq, Hayastani Hanrapetutiun and Aravot and Krtutyiun 
respectively.  
 
On their exchange program in Philadelphia, Film Making group gave an interview to 
the local online newspaper. An article was posted on Philly.com:  
http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20090226_Armenians_end_whirlwind_tour_
of_Hollywood_on_the_Delaware.html   

Advertisements for the Social Work theme were placed in the local newspaper 
Hayastani Hanrapetutiun.  

Cost-Saving Measures 
The promotions of Film Making and Special Education themes were conducted free of 
charge. The Union of Cinematographers provided the space for presentations for the 
Film Making theme, which allowed CC Armenia staff to save $65. Medical and 
Psychological-Pedagogical Center provided its space for Special Education promotion 
and consultation meetings which allowed CC Armenia staff to save $130.  CC staff 
received a 50% discount in the room rental rate for the second day of interviews for 
the Film Making group from Ani Plaza Hotel, saving about $100 USD.   
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The promotions of Social Work theme were conducted at the National Institute of 
Labor and Sociological Research and the Ministry of Labor and Social Work free of 
change, saving CC program $130. The selection interviews also were conducted at 
the National Institute of Labor and Sociological Research which allowed CC Armenia 
team to save $142. Additionally, one of the interviewers was a volunteer, which 

http://www.philly.com/philly/news/local/20090226_Armenians_end_whirlwind_tour_of_Hollywood_on_the_Delaware.html
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brought $113 in savings. The same amount ($113) was saved at the Special 
Education interviews.   
 
CC Armenia staff translated two documents for the Film Making and two for Special 
Education groups, thus saving $70 and $38 respectively.  
 
Tier II orientation for Special Education group was conducted at the National 
Institute of Education, which allowed CC Armenia team to save $ 71.    
 
Debriefing meeting for the Film Making group was conducted at the Yerevan State 
Institute of Cinema and Theater, which allowed CC Armenia team to save $ 71.  
 
Nine-month evaluation for the Inclusive Education group was conducted at the 
Medical and Psychological- Pedagogical Assessment Center which allowed CC 
Armenia team to save $ 81.   
 
Staffing Updates 
None 
 
 
 

Project Harmony/Azerbaijan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 
On October 27, 2008 CC Azerbaijan staff sent VERFs for 3 themes to the USAID 
mission for approval.   
 
On November 4, 2008, the USAID mission approved 3 VERFs, for the following FY09 
programs: NGO-Municipality Cooperation in Community Development; Traffic safety; 
and, Creating, Supporting, and Managing Economic Think Tanks.   
In October and November, CC staff wrote the 6-9 month evaluation reports for all six 
groups of 2008. On November 20, CC staff finalized and sent evaluation reports to 
the USAID mission. 
 
On January 23, 2009, the FY09 Community Connections program was launched at 
the Azerbaijan Media Center in Baku, with USAID and CC/Azerbaijan representatives 
in attendance. 
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In January 2009, CC staff conducted presentations and consultations in Baku, Ganja, 
Shamkir, Qazakh, and Khacmaz for the following program groups: NGO-Municipality 
Cooperation in Community Development; Traffic Safety; and Creating, Supporting 
and Managing Economic Think Tanks.   
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A total of 27 applications were submitted for participation in the NGO-Municipality 
Cooperation in Community Development program. The selection committee met at 
the end of February to review and evaluate applications, and, on March 6, 
interviewed 19 semifinalists. A list of eight primary and two alternate participants 
was approved by USAID mission on March 11, 2009.  
 
A total of 24 applications were submitted for participation in the Traffic Safety 
program. The selection committee met in mid March to review and evaluate 
applications.  On March 27, 2009, the committee interviewed 16 semifinalists. A list 
of eight primary and two alternate participants was approved by USAID mission on 
March 30.  
 
A total of 49 applications were submitted for participation in the Creating, Supporting 
and Managing Economic Think Tanks program.  
 
Meetings  
On October 7, 2008, Kerry Cosby, CC Country Director, and Sariya Hasanova, CC 
Program Manager, met with USAID Health SO team leaders to discuss new themes. 
 
Kerry Cosby participated in the cluster meetings with USAID/Washington, World 
Learning, CC implementing organizations, and USAID mission representatives. 
 
Media Coverage 
An article about the launch of 2009’s CC programs was published on the USAID 
website:  
http://www.usaid.gov/locations/europe_eurasia/press/success/2009-03-06.html 
http://lent.az/news.php?id=16087 
 
Cost -Saving Measures 
A few different centers have offered free use of their facilities for 2009’s programs: 
the Ganja Education and Information, in Ganja; the National NGOs Forum’s Shamkir 
Regional Resource and Training Center, in Shamkir; the Qazakh Culture Center, in 
Qazakh; and the Khacmaz Executive Committee, in Khacmaz. 
 
Furthermore, application review and interviews for the NGO-Municipality Cooperation 
in Community Development and Traffic Safety programs were conducted in the PH-
International office in Baku. 
 
Staffing Updates 
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Rashad Mammadov left PH CC/Azerbaijan in February. PH International hired Musa 
Teymurov as the new CC Logistics Coordinator.  Kerry Cosby, Country Director in 
Azerbaijan, left PH International and PH International’s Caucasus Regional Director, 
Timur Bazikov, is serving as Country Director. 

http://www.usaid.gov/locations/europe_eurasia/press/success/2009-03-06.html
http://lent.az/news.php?id=16087


 
Project Harmony/Georgia 

 

 
 
Noteworthy Events    
The Rural School Administration group arrived in Georgia on October 22, 2008. Their 
debriefing session was held on October 29.   
 
The Environmental Management in Selected Tourism Areas group arrived in Georgia 
on October 8, 2008. Their debriefing session was held on October 13.   
 
The Tier II orientation for the Management of Regional Media Outlets group was held 
on October 28, 2008. The group left for Seattle, WA on October 29 and returned 
home on November 19. Their debriefing session was held on November 24.   
 
The CC Georgia website was updated with new photos, success stories, statistical 
information regarding 2008 programs, schedules for 2009 groups, and applications 
for each program. CC staff also finalized the mailing list for the 2005 – 2008 alumni. 
Beginning in 2009, CC staff will be distributing monthly updates to alumni in order to 
provide information about grants and other opportunities; in this way, we will 
strengthen our on-going contact with our alumni. 
 
Based on the application adjustments and redesign made by World Learning in 
November 2008, CC Georgia staff made changes to CC applications in English and 
Georgian, and made the necessary printing arrangements to accommodate these 
changes. CC Georgia staff also updated the Community Connections promotional 
brochure, which was printed in January of 2009. 
 
The 6-9 month evaluations were conducted for four professional groups, including: 
Drug Abuse Prevention, Environmental Health Advocacy, Investigative Journalism, 
and Wine Tourism Development.   
 
USAID Caucasus Missions approved three groups for the 2009 Community 
Connections programs: Media Advocacy Nationwide, Disaster Management 
Nationwide, and Arts Festivals Management.  
 
An advertisement campaign for the 2009 Community Connections programs was 
executed in March. CC staff utilized a number of online and print media to publicize 
the program. Information about the 2009 programs was distributed through the CC 
mailing list to alumni, as well as through other relevant professional mailing lists run 
by local and international organizations.   
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The USAID Caucasus Mission approved application review committee members for 
the Media Advocacy and Arts Festivals Management programs.  
 
A consultation for the Media Advocacy group took place at PH International’s office 
on March 30, which was attended by 20 participants. 
 
Other Noteworthy Successes:  

• CC alumnus David Imedashvili continues to work on a project with a major 
Hollywood studio to produce a movie on the recent Russian-Georgian war.  

• Alexi Tsukilashivli, alumnus of the 2007 Wine Tourism group, received a small 
grant from the US Embassy to implement the “Wine Road Project” for Kakheti 
region of Georgia. The project was part of his action plan. 

• Tea Gogitishvili, alumna of the 2007 Drug Prevention and Treatment group, 
published a book, “Psycho-Social Principles of Drug Prevention”. Publishing 
such a book was part of her action plan. 

• 2008 Vocational Education group alumnus Silovan Chinchaladze, who is the 
Director of the Imereti Employers Association, signed a memorandum with 
Hocking College in Ohio to implement student exchange programs. Hocking 
College was one of the institutions Silovan visited during his CC program in 
Ohio in 2008. 

 
Meetings 
Timur Bazikov, the CC Regional Director and Tamuna Pruidze, CC Program and 
Logistics Coordinator attended a wine presentation at the US Embassy on December 
12, 2008. The event was organized by CC Wine Tourism alumni Tamaz Kontchoshvili 
and Alexsi Tsukilashvili, who are the founders of Kindzmarauli Corporation, a wine-
producing company they established shortly after returning from their CC program. 
The presentation aimed to promote Kindzmarauli Corporation to US markets and 
discuss potential cooperation with US businesses and distributors.  
 
CC Georgia staff attended the official award ceremony for the first graduates of a 
business consulting center in Kakheti region established by CC alumna Neli 
Gobejishvili. Upon her return from her CC program, Neli decided to promote 
professional development among youth by starting a business consulting center in 
the Kakheti region. The center works with youth to improve their communication, 
cooperation, and time management skills. It has organized 36 workshops so far, and 
its results are impressive: five high school students secured part-time jobs, while 30 
others are now working on small, local community projects.  
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Tamuna Pruidze, CC Program and Logistics Coordinator, attended the Peers to Peers 
event in Tbilisi. The event was organized by a CC alumna, Natela Natroshvili, at her 
public school #72, and it brought together 300 internally displaced children from 
conflict areas and their peers from across the country. Natroshvili modeled her Peers 
to Peers event on the Shelter Project, a Minneapolis-based program, through which 
individuals donate goods to at-risk populations and immigrants in their communities. 
The Peers to Peers project brought together 110 ethnically diverse students and 300 



internally-displaced persons (IDP) from 22 public schools. The group included 
Georgian, Russian, Armenian, Kurdish and Jewish students. Students were also 
joined by Georgia’s First Lady and the Minister of Education and Science, who 
distributed gifts to attendees.  
 
Timur Bazikov, the CC Regional Director, and Berdia Natsvlishvili, the CC Program 
Manager met with PAO and Public Affairs Section staff to discuss the new themes for 
the 2009 program. Based on the meeting results, VERFs were developed for all three 
groups and approved by USAID in January 2009. 
 
Timur Bazikov, the CC Regional Director and Berdia Natsvlishvili, the CC Program 
Manager met with the UNDP Disaster Risk Reduction team to discuss their support 
for the recruitment of the Disaster Management program participants, as well as 
future collaboration with UNDP.  
 
Berdia Natsvlishvili, the CC Program Manager, met with the Director of Foreign and 
Economic Policy Department at National Security Council of Georgia to discuss the 
upcoming Disaster Management program and potential collaboration efforts.  
 
Media Coverage 
An article “Barak Obama – the 44th president of the US” was published by a CC 
alumna, who is the editor of Chemi Kharagauli, a newspaper from Imereti region. 
 
The same newspaper published another article, “Georgian Journalists in the US”, and 
included pictures taken during the exchange. 
 
An article “Seattle - Seattle” was published by a CC alumna who is a manager of 
Kakhetis Khma, an independent newspaper in Kakheti region.  
 
An article, “Exchange of Georgians in the US”, was published by the Terjola 
newspaper from Imereti region. 
 
An announcement for the 2009 Community Connections programs was posted in 
Kviris Palitra, the most popular Georgian weekly newspaper (68,000 circulations).  
 
An announcement for the 2009 Community Connections media advocacy program 
was posted at the Georgian media portal www.media.ge. 
 
Announcements for the 2009 Community Connections programs were posted at a 
press release distribution portal www.publicity.ge, as well as at www.jobs.ge and 
www.hr.com.ge, which are employment sites. 

  
Staffing Updates 
Naomi Wachs, the CC Regional Program Director, was replaced by Timur Bazikov in 
November 2008.  
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Project Harmony / Russia  
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 
Participants from the following 2008 CC groups returned from the US in October 
2008: Public Oversight and Citizens Control in the US (Novosibirsk region), and 
Disaster Response and Emergency Preparedness in the US (Leningrad region). 
Debriefing sessions for both groups were conducted in November, and debriefing 
reports were sent to World Learning. 
 
Community Connections/Russia’s proposed recruiting themes and regions for Year 
Four were approved by USAID/Russia on December 16, 2008: Maternal and Child 
Health – Tyumen region; Community-based Assistance to Vulnerable Children – 
Khabarovsk region; Rural Economic Development in the US – Stavropol region; 
Youth Initiatives – Kabardino-Balkaria Republic; Public Finance Management in State 
and Local Governments – North Ossetia Republic; Partnerships in Addressing 
Environmentally Safety Issues – Buryatia Republic; NGO Accountability, 
Transparency and Good Governance – St. Petersburg and Leningrad oblast; 
Corruption Awareness, Prevention and Prosecution – Krasnodar region; Healthy 
Lifestyles – Moscow and Tver regions. 
 
All of the 2009 VERFs have been submitted and approved by USAID. 
 
Interviews were held for the following programs: 

Community-based Assistance to Vulnerable Children, Khabarovsk: 
44 application forms were submitted and 26 candidates interviewed. 

 
Maternal and Child Health, Tyumen: 
40 applications were submitted and 23 candidates interviewed. 

 
Youth and Civic Initiatives, Kabardino-Balkaria: 
56 application forms were submitted and 21 candidates interviewed.  

  
Rural Economic Development, Stavropol: 
46 application forms were submitted and 25 candidates interviewed.  

 
The first-level Pre-departure Orientations (Tier 1) were conducted for the following 
programs: Maternal and Child Health, Tyumen, and Community-Based Assistance to 
Vulnerable Children, Khabarovsk 
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Recruitment for the following programs has begun: Public Finance Management, Best 
Practices in NGO Accountability, Transparency and Good Governance; and Corruption 
Awareness, Prevention, and Prosecution.  
 
F. Evaluation Reports were completed for four of the 2008 programs: Investigative 
Journalism and Corruption Prevention; Community-based Assistance to Vulnerable 
Children; Maternal and Child Health; and, Tolerance, Community relations, and 
Minority Rights. 
 
Website 
Twenty-seven news stories and announcements were posted, as well as nine success 
stories from CC alumni. The Evaluation Report Results webpage was created to 
include results held for 2006-2007 program alumni, as well as for 4 groups of year 
2008 alumni. The CC website coordinator continued to post press articles about the 
program – nine Russian language articles and two English language articles were 
uploaded on the website.  
 
A total of 239 announcements were sent to alumni, through two e-mail lists. As of 
March 25, the Competitions, Funds and Grants newsletter 
(resources@projectharmony.ru) attracted an additional 321 subscribers since the 
previous reporting period, bringing the total number of subscribers to 1,891,570. In 
addition, the CCF-Russia Program News mailing list (cc_news@projectharmony.ru) 
grew to 1452 users, an increase of 200 users since the previous reporting period.  
 
October 2008:  
4,466 Visits  
3,549 Absolute Unique Visitors  
10,190 Pageviews 
   
November 2008 
5,366 Visits  
4,323 Absolute Unique Visitors 
13,590 Pageviews 
 
December 2008:  
4,993 Visits  
3,728 Absolute Unique Visitors 
17,024 Pageviews 
 
January 2008:  
5,505 Visits  
4,217 Absolute Unique Visitors  
13,177 Pageviews 
   
February 2008: 
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5,876 Visits  



4,303 Absolute Unique Visitors 
14,628 Pageviews 
 
March 2008:  
4,993 Visits  
3,728 Absolute Unique Visitors 
17,024 Pageviews 
 
    Country/Territory Visits 
1. Russia    8,849  
2. United States   5,568 
3. Ukraine   5,300  
4. Georgia   3,122  
5. Azerbaijan   2,438 
6. Armenia   951  
 
Meetings 
In October 2008, David Koenig and Daria Khrapova attended the Сommunity 
Сonnections Cluster Meeting in Kiev, Ukraine. The meeting brought together 
USAID/EGAT representatives, local Mission Activity Managers, World Learning staff, 
and Community Connections field implementers in order to discuss past CC 
experiences and identify ways to increase support for upcoming programs. 
 
On November 17, 2008, Svetlana Laletina, the Far East CC Coordinator participated 
in the exchange programs’ alumni meeting in Vladivostok, entitled "The Value of 
Exchanges", with US Ambassador John Beyrle and his spouse.  
 
On November 18-19, 2008, Svetlana Laletina took part in the 9th International 
Education Week. She made a presentation on Community Connections, and 
conducted a seminar on innovative IT technologies for partner organizations and 
organizers of summer English-language camps. 
 
At the end of February 2009, Tatyana Baklykova had a meeting with the facilitator 
from Ulan-Ude, Buryat Republic for the Partnerships in Addressing Environmental 
Issues program. During the meeting, Tatyana provided the facilitator with 
instructions for the recruitment of program candidates and information about the CC 
program.   
 
On March 27, 2009 in Nalchik, Daria Khrapova met with Djamilya Babadjanova, COP 
of the Youth Initiatives for the Promotion of Peace in the Northern Caucusus (YIPP) 
project, IREX. This meeting provided a good opportunity to get acquainted with the 
projects implemented in the North Caucasus and discuss areas for future 
collaboration.  
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In March 2009, Chad Trainer and Daria Khrapova attended a meeting on the topic of 
potential future partnerships between NGOs and the Buryat Republic, conducted with 
the cooperation of USAID at the US Embassy in Moscow. 
 
Media Coverage 
Russian-language publications: 
 
“EmerCom Employees Become Honorary Citizens of the City of San Diego”, Vestnik 
MCHS (Ministry of Emergency Situations' Newsletter) 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=202 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=205 
 
“Medicine American Style”, Serp i Molot (Hammer and Sickle) Newsletter, Klin, 
Moscow Oblast 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=197 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=188 
  
“A trip to the Emerald City”, New Kondopoga Newsletter, Republic of Karelia 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=189 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=187 
 
“Californian meetings. Fellowship in America”. Unusual People, Usual Life Magazine, 
Novosibirsk.  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=201 
  
“Can Berdsk apply American experience?”, Svidetel (Witness) Newsletter, 
Novosibirsk Oblast 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=200 
“The Real Family Cult”, by Galina Bakhareva’s, in Berdskie Novosti (Berdsk News) 
Newsletter, Novosibirsk Oblast.  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=199 
  
“From Far Travels”, Orenburje Newsletter, Orenburg 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=196 
  
How they deal with our common problems: Notes about multi-national America”, the 
“Memorial” NGO website:  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=208    
 
“Problems with Garbage: How to solve them and who is responsible for fixing 
them?”, the “Vostok-Media” informational agency:  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=207  
 
English-language publications: 
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“Destroying Stereotypes”, by Oksana Porshina, in Northern Nevada International 
Center's Newsletter 

http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=202
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=205
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=197
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=188
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=189
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=187
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=201
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=200
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=199
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=196
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=208
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=207


http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=194 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=195 
 
 
“Russian Delegates visit Springfield/Washington County”, SWEDA Newsletter, 
Springfield, KY 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=204 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=203 
  
Cost-saving Measures 
CC staff now translates application forms themselves, saving $300 per program 
group. Thus far, this cost-saving measure has saved us a total of $900 (3 groups). 
 
Staffing 
Chad Trainer joined Community Connections as a Regional Program Director 
December 2008. 

 
 
 

Project Harmony / Ukraine 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 
After several meetings of a committee headed by Tamara Palyvoda, CCP Activity 
Manager, ten program themes were selected for FY 09.  These are: Public Monitoring 
of Government Assistance - Region: Lviv; Preservation of the Historical and Social 
Environment of Cities - Region: Rivne and Volyn; Citizen Dialogue for the Promotion 
of Social Responsibility - Region: Sumy; Combating Trafficking: Prosecution of 
Trafficking for Labor Exploitation Cases - Region: Odesa; Public Health/Sexually 
Transmitted Infections - Region: Kharkiv; Educating Youth about Ecology/ 
Environment - Region: Kirovohrad; Volunteerism: Effective Recruitment, Training, 
Assignment and Rewards - Region:  Khmelnytskyy; Adaptation and Integration of 
Physically and Mentally Challenged Children and Youth into Society - Region: Crimea; 
Emergency Rescue Service/Disaster Relief - Region: Crimea; and Performing Arts 
Management (MUSIC) - Region: Kyiv. 

 
A VEC and VERFs for all the programs were approved by USAID/UA.      
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The recruitment, selection, orientation and travel schedule was developed, in a 
manner that factors in the request to not have groups depart or return during long 
U.S. and Ukrainian holiday periods. Recruitment was conducted for the first nine 
programs.     

http://www.tofocus.info/images/flags/ukraine-flag.gif�
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http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=204
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=203


 
Tier I orientations have been conducted for the first four programs.  Participants 
have been encouraged to search out local volunteer opportunities and asked to share 
any plans with PH staff about involvement when they come to Kyiv for their J-1 visa 
interviews.       
 
Kyiv was the host city for the October Cluster Meeting, which included CCP staff from 
Belarus, Russia, Serbia, Washington, D.C., as well as Ukraine.   
 
PH staff mailed about 200 6-9 month post program questionnaires to alumni who 
had not yet filled them out on-line.  Updates are being made as questionnaires are 
returned.    
 
Meetings 
A committee of USAID program and technical staff, as well as PH staff, was held to 
review and finalize program themes and regions for the next fiscal year.  
 
Over 160 meetings in the designated regions were conducted by staff in connection 
with program recruitment  
 
Media Coverage 
Seven press conferences were held.  In addition, CC was covered by the following 
media: 
 
Lviv 
Print 
Informational Agency ZIK  
Ukrinform Agency  
Mediastar Agency  
Civic Portal of Lviv   
Shchodennyy Lviv  
Lviv Press Club  
“Express” regional newspaper – paid 
 
On-line media 
List.lviv.net  
Join.com.ua  
 
Sumy 
Print 
"Maryinska Nyva"                                  
“Panorama” – paid 
“Sumshchyna” – paid 
 
TV  
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“PrivatTVDnipro”  



State TV Channel  
 
On-line media  
http://www.civicua.org/news/view.html?q=1024218 
http://ihl.org.ua/content/view/333/13/   
www.spcngo.org.ua  
http://gurt.org.ua  
http://molod.rv.ua/content/view/616/1/  
http://ngo.donetsk.ua/grants/569  
http://3sektor.blogspot.com/2008/12/blog-post_04.html 
http://unistudy.org.ua/?q=node/491    
http://nauka.profi.net.ua/index.php?newsid=1173169577 
http://istfak-mggu.org.ua/news/2008-12-27-487 
http://dopomoha.org/component/content/article/18-arbeitheit/71-stazhuvannja-v-
usa.html  
http://www.rol.org.ua/newsitem.cfm?unid=4412  
 
Rivne/Volyn 
Print 
“Visti Rivnenshchyny”  
“Rivne-Rakur”  
“Litopys Zakhodu” 
“Rivne Vechirnye” - paid  
“Volyn”- paid  
“Viche-Inform” - paid.  
 

   TV/Radio  
TRK “RivneTV”  
Radio “Kray”  
“Volyn TV”  
VOD TRK  
 
On-line media  
http://civic.ua/news/view.html?q=1128359 
http://www.gurt.org.ua/news/competitions/920/ 
http://ogo.ua/hot_news/24781/ 
http://www.studua.org/articles/2008/11/24/1347.html 
http://www.modus.com/153016.html 
http://prosto.lutsk.ua/news/predstavniki-lutskoi-merii-mozhut-na-khalyavu-
povchitisya-u-ssha  
http://pravda.lutsk.ua/news/9104/  
http://volynrada.gov.ua/activities/news/132.html  
http://volynnews.com/news/government/3391/  
http://lutsk.cure.org.ua/dbm.php/archive/2008-11-28_736  
http://www.volynpressclub.com.ua/konkurs/2008/11/27/konkurs_26.html 
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http://ua.redtram.com/go/175462533/ 
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http://unistudy.org.ua/?q=node/491
http://nauka.profi.net.ua/index.php?newsid=1173169577
http://istfak-mggu.org.ua/news/2008-12-27-487
http://dopomoha.org/component/content/article/18-arbeitheit/71-stazhuvannja-v-usa.html
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http://pravda.lutsk.ua/news/9104/
http://volynrada.gov.ua/activities/news/132.html
http://volynnews.com/news/government/3391/
http://lutsk.cure.org.ua/dbm.php/archive/2008-11-28_736
http://www.volynpressclub.com.ua/konkurs/2008/11/27/konkurs_26.html
http://ua.redtram.com/go/175462533/


http://molod.in.ua/news/1302/ 
http://www.ngo.org.ua/newsdetails.cfm?News_ID=2174  
http://www.presscat.org.ua/   
 
Kharkiv 
Print 
“Medytsyns’ka Gazeta” 
“Slobidskyy Kray” – paid  
 
On-line media   
http://ngo.donetsk.ua/tags/532 
http://kharkiv.cure.org.ua/dbm.php/archive/2009-01-19_227 
 
Odesa 
Print 
“Slovo”  
“Odesskiye Izvestiya”  
“Chornomorski Novyny”  
“Svitlyy Dim” 
“Vechirnya Odesa” 
Informational Agency “Timer”  
Informational Agency “Kontekst Prychornomorya” 
Informational Agency “Revisor” 

 
TV-Radio  
“Krug”  
“ТВі” in the “News”  
“Prosto Radio”  
Oblast Radio Company  
“Odesa” in the “News”  
Interviews with Tetyana Ivanyuk from the International Office of Migration (IOM) in 
Ukraine and PH staff member Ira Tushnytska  
 
Khmelnytskyy  
Print  
“Khmelnytskyy i Khmelnychany”  
“Khmelnychchyna”  
 
TV 
State Regional TV Channel  
 
On-line media 
http://ihl.org.ua/content/view/375/ 
http://ngonetwork.org.ua/2009/03/volonterstvo-efektyvnyj-vidbir-volonteriv-
navchannya-rozpodil-zavdan-ta-jih-vynahoroda-hmelnytska-oblast/ 
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http://www.ppngo.org 

http://molod.in.ua/news/1302/
http://www.ngo.org.ua/newsdetails.cfm?News_ID=2174
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http://ihl.org.ua/content/view/375/
http://ngonetwork.org.ua/2009/03/volonterstvo-efektyvnyj-vidbir-volonteriv-navchannya-rozpodil-zavdan-ta-jih-vynahoroda-hmelnytska-oblast/
http://ngonetwork.org.ua/2009/03/volonterstvo-efektyvnyj-vidbir-volonteriv-navchannya-rozpodil-zavdan-ta-jih-vynahoroda-hmelnytska-oblast/
http://www.ppngo.org/


http://gurt.org.ua  
http://ngo.org.ua 
 
Kirovohrad 
Print 
“Larunzh” (monthly magazine)  
“Kirovohrad i Kirovohradtsy”  
“Kirovohrad Vecherniy”  
Newsletter of Regional State Administration  
 
TV 
State Regional TV Channel – talk-show  
 
On-line media  
http://ngo.donetsk.ua/grants/1698 
http://3sektor.blogspot.com/2009/02/blog-post_6495.html 
http://search.mpravda.com/?lang=ua&pubId=42113 
http://kirovohrad.cure.org.ua/dbm.php/archive/2009-02-02_1570 
http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/group/Ihl_Lider/message/2191 
http://www.ngo.org.ua/catfollow.cfm?Link_ID=80 
 
Staffing Updates 
None 
 

 
 

American Councils/Kazakhstan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events   
Community Connections staff received approvals of the VERFs for the Judicial 
Reform, and NGO and Government Cooperation on Anti-trafficking Issues programs 
in November and December 2008.   
 
Ten Almaty, Taraz, and Astana city representatives participated in the Role of 
NGOs/Professional Associations in the Health Promotion campaigns program hosted 
by International Affairs Council, NC from October 15 - November 5, 2008.  
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Eleven Almaty-based participants, who traveled to Burlington, Vermont as members 
of the Disability Support Organizations program group (September 10 - October 1, 
2008) organized two city-wide in-country events.  At the first event, a round table 
discussion with NGOs and local government, CC program alumni presented a 20 
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http://dir.groups.yahoo.com/group/Ihl_Lider/message/2191
http://www.ngo.org.ua/catfollow.cfm?Link_ID=80


minute film about their study tour and discussed their action plans.  On December 
3rd, International Disability Day, all 11 program alumni took an active part in 
organizing a conference and a concert with the participation of disabled performers 
which was covered by local TV stations. 
 
USAID/CAR and Community Connections staff participated in a monitoring visit to 
the Human Rights School which was organized by four alumni who participated in the 
Human Rights program (June 2007).  The School, which was part of participant 
action plans developed in the program, was an opportunity for alumni to share 
resources and information that they learned while in the U.S. with 17 leaders of 
NGOs selected from all over Kazakhstan.  Participants noted that in addition to the 
opportunity to learn about the U.S. experiences of alumni, it was valuable to meet 
with colleagues and share experiences.  In addition, one participant, alumnus Alexei 
Kulikov, plans to conduct a similar training for organizations in his province of 
Kostanay.   
 
Ms. Nurzhamal Sultanova and Ms. Galina Chernova, alumni of the Corporate Social 
Responsibility program(CSR) (March-April 2008) conducted a seminar on CSR for 40 
small and medium business leaders, and regional government representatives who 
work with small and medium entrepreneurs, on October 8, 2008 in Atyrau.  The 
seminar, part of their alumni action plans, gave alumni the chance to inform regional 
business and government leaders about best practice in CSR in the U.S.  
 
On January 8, 2009, two alumni, Drs. Marat Daumenov and Galymzhan Abish, 
drawing on their Community Connection experience, established a Medical 
Equipment Sterilization Center and a Blood Safety Center in South Kazakhstan. The 
doctors have credited the program for exposing them to U.S. best practices during 
their program visit to the U.S. The opening of these centers was such an important 
event that Kazakhstan’s President, Nursultan Nazarbaev, attended the ceremonial 
opening. Mr. Abish was appointed by government health leaders to serve as Director 
of the newly opened Medical Instruments Sterilization Center.     
 
Community Connections staff submitted a new VERF for the Infection Control and 
Blood Safety program.   

    
Saltanat Igenbekova, President of the Kazakhstan Association of Microfinance 
Organizations and CC Business Associations program alumni, was nominated and 
selected to participate at the FORTUNE/U.S. State Department Global Women’s 
Mentoring Partnership Program. She has been matched with Sara Ortwein, Pam 
Darwin, and Freda Bass of Exxon Mobil. 
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Zhanna Prashkevich, Head of NGO and Mass Media in the town of Pavlodar and 
USAID CC Media NGOs program alumna, was awarded a 250,000 Euro grant for two 
year-project for the “Development of Regional Independent Mass Media through the 
Development of Professional Journalism in Kazakhstan.”  Although the project is 
financed by European Commission, participating in the Community Connections 



Program was the turning point on this project for Zhanna. Zhanna is a project 
manager and her partners are her colleagues and also program alumni as Zaure 
Zhumalieva from Petropavlovsk and Askar Shomshekov from Pavlodar.  The project 
will support journalists of seven regions of Kazakhstan: Almaty, Astana, Pavlodar, 
Karaganda, Atyrau, Taraz, and Petropavlovsk; seven higher educational institutions; 
and educational departments of the Ministry of Culture and Information of 
Kazakhstan.      
 
Community Connections staff provided 9 month follow-on evaluation interviews with 
9 Corporate Social Responsibilities program alumni from the Caspian region of 
Kazakhstan.  
 
Meetings  
Community Connections program staff facilitated debriefing meetings with alumni of 
the Health Promotion program to learn about program impact and alumni plans.  
USAID/CAR staff participated in these meetings.  
 
Community Connections staff conducted meetings with the International 
Organization for Migration staff and other organizations active in combating 
trafficking to gather information and develop the upcoming Anti Trafficking study 
program.  
  
Community Connections staff managed logistics for the two-day Community 
Connections Cluster Meeting in Almaty in October.  
 
Community Connections staff conducted meetings with the USAID/CAR and CDC staff 
to gather information and develop the upcoming Infection Control and Blood Safety 
study program for Karaganda and Pavlodar regions.  
  
Community Connections staff participated in nationwide conferences hosted by 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and NGO Crisis Centers Union of Kazakhstan, and 
supported by the US Embassy in Kazakhstan, aimed at discussing anti-trafficking 
issues in Kazakhstan. 
 
Media Coverage 
Two newspapers and two TV news channels disseminated information provided by 
alumni of the Disabilities Organizations program after the above mentioned program 
events.  Coverage focused on the impact of the study program and alumni action 
plans.   
 
There was also a great deal of media coverage of the opening of the Medical 
Equipment Sterilization Center and a Blood Safety Center in South Kazakhstan.  See 
attached articles. 
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Cost -Saving Measures  



Staff distributed advertising materials for Judicial Reform and Anti-Trafficking 
programs via its partners and program alumni from program targeted regions.  
 
The two follow-on activities initiated by disabled program group were supported by 
city administration budget. 
 
Tier I for the Judicial Reform program was held at American Councils local offices, 
thus saving money on conference room rental.   
 
 
 

American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 
 

 
 

Noteworthy Events   
On October 17, 2008, Manas Mambetsadykov and Gulnura Abytalieva conducted the 
second pre-departure orientation for finalists of the Education in Community 
Development program in the Community Connections office in Bishkek.  Following 
the orientation, 10 finalists left for Almaty to board their flights for the U.S.  
 
On November 10, 2008, the same group was met by Manas Mambetsadykov in 
Almaty airport. The group learned a lot from the U.S. program and was eager to 
share their U.S. experience in Kyrgyzstan.  The group consisted of teachers from 
schools which played an important role in a previous USAID-funded primary and 
secondary education project.  Implementers of the follow-on activity are looking 
forward to working with these CC alumni to further develop school education in 
Kyrgyz Republic. 
 

On October 28, 2008, Manas Mambetsadykov and Gulnura Abytalieva conducted the 
second pre-departure orientation for finalists of the Role of Public Health 
Professionals and Muslim Leaders in Community Development program in the 
Community Connections office in Bishkek.  On November 1st, 10 finalists left for 
Almaty to board their flight to the U.S.  On November 25th, the same group was met 
by Manas Mambetsadykov in Almaty airport. 

 
The themes for 2009 were received from USAID/KG:  

1. Blood Safety and Infection Control (including Waste Management) – Osh, 
Batken  and Jalalabat oblasts 

2. Youth Political Leaders; (currently being reformulated by USAID-Bishkek) 
3. Role of Local Councils in Community Development  
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4. School/University Administration & Quality Education 
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5. Energy Efficiency in Social Sector and the Role of Education in the Energy 
System 

  
The VERF for the “Blood Safety and Infection Control” has been developed and 
approved by the USAID mission and EGAT. 
 
The VERF for the “Role of Local Councils in Community Development” has been 
approved by the USAID mission and EGAT.  
 
The VERF for the “Youth Political Leaders” has been postponed by the USAID/KG for 
further determination and clarification due to political considerations in Kyrgyzstan.  
 
On January 25 and 26, 2009 a workshop conducted by the EdNet organization was 
held at the American Councils office in order to prepare for the formation of the 
Community Connections Alumni Association.  The alumni association was officially 
registered as a public entity on February 25, 2009. 
 
From February 2nd to February 21st Almaz Dushembiev made recruiting/promotional 
and application pickup trips for the Blood Safety and Infection Control to Osh, Batken 
and Jalalabat.  During these trips he held informational meetings and consultations 
with potential program participants in various hospitals and medical centers.  
 
The deadline of the Blood Safety and Infection Control was February 26, 2009.  Fifty 
three applications were submitted to American Councils/Kyrgyzstan office. These 
applications were pre-screened and five applications were disqualified as they were 
incomplete. 
 
Also in February, nine-month evaluations were conducted for the following 
programs:  “Religion in Secular Society - I” from March 2008, and “Religion in 
Secular Society – II from April 2008. Eighteen alumni were interviewed and reports 
have been submitted. 
 
Between March 1st and the 5th, the Application Reading Committee evaluated the 
application forms. The application readers were: Marat Bozgunchiev, MD, 
Researcher, Public Services International and Tricia Ryan, Fulbright Scholar and 
researcher. The Committee evaluated forty eight application forms and twenty nine 
applicants were chosen as semifinalists for participation in the Panel/interview.  
 
Consequently, on March 13th and 14th the semifinalists were interviewed in Osh city. 
The interview committee consisted of Akylbek Joldoshev, CC Monitoring and 
Evaluation Specialist for Central Asia, and Alex Thelen, Physician, Private Medical 
Clinic in Osh. 
 
As a result of the interviews, ten finalists and five semifinalists were identified and 
approved by the USAID/CAR mission. 

 34 

 



Meetings    
In October 2008, staff from the Kyrgyz office traveled to Almaty, Kazakhstan to 
participate in a 2 day Community Connections cluster meeting. 
 
On November 30, 2008, Manas Mambetsadykov, Akylbek Joldoshov, Everett Peachey 
and Gulnura Abytalieva had a meeting with USAID’s Myrza Karimov to discuss 
Community Connections Program themes for 2009.  
 
On December 4, 2008, program staff met USAID Kyrgyzstan Country Office staffer 
Myrza Karimov and USAID CAR’s Rabiga Baitokova to discuss Community 
Connections’ Press Conference 2009, alumni activities and themes for 2009.  
 
On December 4, 2008, Everett Peachey and Gulnura Abytalieva presented 
information on the Community Connections program at the exhibition of USAID 
projects on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of USAID in the Kyrgyz Republic.       
 

On February 24, 2009, Almaz Dushembiev had meetings with NDI representatives to 
discuss VERF development for the Youth Political Leaders group.  
  
On February 25, 2009, Almaz Dushembiev and Everett Peachey had a meeting with 
Dianne Cullinane, Democracy Specialist, USAID/Kyrgyzstan to discuss VERF 
development for the Youth Political Leaders group. 
 
On March 10, 2009, Almaz Dushembiev had a meeting with IRI representatives to 
discuss VERF development for the “Youth Political Leaders” group.  
 
On March 16, 2009, Almaz Dushembiev had meetings with Urban Institute 
representatives to discuss VERF development for the “Role of Local Councils in 
Community Development” group.  
 

Media Coverage 
Rahilia Nasirova and Manzura Aslanova, alumnae of the Religious and Secular 
Education program wrote an article about their U.S. experience.  The article is 
available on http://fergana.akipress.org/?id=31208.  Please find translated article in 
English attached.  
 
On January 27, 2009, a Community Connections press conference was held at the 
“Akipress” Information Agency in Bishkek to announce new CC programs for 2009.  
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Participants: Andrew Segars (USAID/KG representative), Everett Peachey 
(American Councils Country Director); Almaz Dushembiev(CC/KG Program 
Manager; and the following CC/KG alumni: Muratbek Imankulov, Congruence 
of Religious and Secular Education group (2008); Arstanbek Myrzaev, 
Handicraft Small Business group (2007); and Kanybek Mamataliev, Religion in 
Secular Society group (2006).                                                                      

http://fergana.akipress.org/?id=31208


Guests/Observers: Rabiga Baytokova (USAID/CAR), Myrzarachman 
Karimov (USAID/KG); and Akylbek Joldoshov (American Councils). 

 
On February 6, 2009, CC/KG placed an advertisement in the “Osh Park” newspaper 
for recruiting professionals for the Blood Safety and Infection Control theme in 
southern Kyrgyzstan. 
 
Cost -Saving Measure  
Program staff saved money on room rental by conducting pre-departure orientations 
at the American Councils office in Bishkek.   
 
Staffing Updates    
Community Connections Program Specialist Manas Mambetsadykov left his position 
on December 20, 2008.  Almaz Dushembiev joined the American Councils/ Kyrgyz 
Republic team in the position of Community Connections Program Specialist.   

 
 

 
American Councils /Tajikistan 

 

 
 
Noteworthy Events   
On Sept 10, 2008, Malika Bahovadinova and Aziza Ernazarova, Community 
Connections staff, conducted a Tier II orientation for the Loan Management 
participants after visa interviews at the U.S. Embassy.  Also, Carolyn Brian, Country 
Director of USAID in Tajikistan, came to meet with Tajik loan managers to share her 
ideas about the upcoming trip to the U.S.  After the orientation, loan managers left 
for Bluefield, West Virginia.   
 
On Sept 15th, 16th and 17th, Valery Hetrick, US Embassy, Rustam Mirzoshirinov, US 
Embassy and Malika Bahovadinova, Community Connections Program Specialist 
conducted interviews with applicants for the Library Management program in 
Dushanbe and Khujand.  The panel selected finalists and alternates for the program, 
who departed on Oct 23rd for Lincoln, NE.   
 
On Sept 22, 2008, Community Connections staff in Tajikistan conducted a Tier I 
orientation meeting for the Library Management Program.  Alumna Fariza Ergasheva 
of the 2006 Healthy Life Style program came for a working lunch to share her 
experience as a Community Connections program participant.  Her valuable advice 
for the Tajik librarians was much appreciated.  
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http://www.33ff.com/flags/worldflags/Tajikistan_flag.html�


Malika Bahovadinova, Community Connections Program Specialist, met with various 
representatives of the Tajik health sector for input in drafting the VERF for the 
Hospital Management program.  The VERF was approved and recruitment took place 
in Dushanbe and Khujand for the program.  Community Connections received more 
then 100 eligible applications from representatives of the Tajik healthcare system 
and Ministry of Health employees supervising hospitals in Tajikistan.  Applications 
were reviewed by an independent panel, which then compiled a list of semifinalists.  
The panel conducted interviews in Khujand and Dushanbe and short listed finalists 
and alternates for the program.  
  
On Oct 20 – 28, 2008, the first in-country activity took place in Kurgan Tube, 
Khatlon Province, Tajikistan.  David Montgomery, of Emory University, came to 
Kurgan Tube to conduct training on monitoring and evaluation methods for women’s 
organizations of Khatlon Oblast.  The training focused on qualitative monitoring and 
evaluations methods for use by organizations.  The trainer showed, in detail, every 
step of the monitoring and evaluation process, and noted the necessity of 
undistracted attention to certain steps during monitoring and evaluation process.  
Malika Bahovadinova monitored the training during a visit to the training site. 
 
On Oct 22, 2008, Community Connections staff conducted a Tier II orientation for 
finalists of the Library Management program.  Library managers met with Carolyn 
Brian and Stephen Kelly from the USAID office in Dushanbe.  Participants enjoyed 
conversations with representatives of USAID and the Embassy which clarified some 
issues for participant related to the cultural aspects of their stay in the U.S.  Shortly 
thereafter, library managers departed to Lincoln, Nebraska.  
 
Oct 30, 2008, Aziza Ernazarova and Malika Bahovadinova organized a focus group 
discussion for program alumni with Akylbek Joldoshev, Community Connections 
Regional Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist.  Eight program alumni participated in 
the meeting during which they discussed their successes and shared ideas for further 
in-country activities in Tajikistan.  
  
On November 18, 2008, the NGO “Sadoqat” and program alumna Nigora 
Nigmatulaeva conducted a discussion for girls on the importance of education in 
women’s life in Istravshan, Tajikistan.  This meeting was initiated by the Community 
Connections staff to increase the role of girls in rural areas.  Nigora Nigmatulaeva 
shared her vision of women’s role in society and the importance of education for 
women.  She also talked about her trip to the U.S. and how it came about due to her 
leadership skills and the education she received. 
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On Nov 28, 2008, Toshev Sharif, Library Management alumnus and National library 
director, organized a press conference to disseminate information and ideas 
generated by his program which brought ten Tajik library managers to the U.S.  He 
invited Dushanbe city librarians, representatives of the Community Connections 
program, local television, and mass media. Program alumni shared the knowledge 
they gained in the U.S. with other city librarians.  They raised important issues which 



require action by librarians and the local government including lack of financing in 
the library sector.  Also, participants stated that the library profession needs 
reassessment both by librarians and public.  
 
In early December 2008, recruitment for the Hospital Management program took 
place in Khujand and Dushanbe.  Ten finalists and three alternates were short listed 
as a result of the selection process.  
  
On Dec 20, 2008, program staff conducted a Tier I orientation meeting for 
participants of the Hospital Management Program.  Nargis Nazarova and 
Bakhromiddin Kamoliddinov, alumni of the 2008 Loan Management program joined 
the group for a working lunch to share their experience as program participants.  
Their input was much appreciated by the hospital managers.  
 
USAID approved the next in-country activity initiated by library management 
program alumni, a workshop for employees of the library sector who did not have 
the chance to participate in the Community Connection study tour.  
 
On Jan 28, 2009, Malika Bahovadinova and Aziza Ernazarova, Community 
Connections staff, conducted a Tier II orientation for the Hospital Management 
participants after visa interviews at the US Embassy. Also, Carolyn Brian, Director of 
USAID in Tajikistan, came to meet with the Tajik hospital managers to share her 
ideas about the upcoming trip to US. After the PDO II, the hospital managers 
departed to Charlotte, WV.   
 
Malika Bahovadinova, Community Connections Program Specialist, met with various 
representatives of the Tajik veterinarian sector for drafting the VERF for the 
Veterinarians for Livestock program. The VERF has been approved and thorough 
recruitment is taking place in the regions of Republican Subordination, Khujand and 
GBAO.  

During the quarter, Aslieva Musina, Toshef Sharif, Avgonov Kurbon, Kholov Bozorboi 
and Shosaidov Safar, participants of a Library Management program, organized a 
workshop in an effort to implement best practices learned during their trip to Lincoln, 
Nebraska in 2008. More than 30 municipal librarians met in Dushanbe to discuss 
ways to improve community outreach and how to apply for grant funding to renovate 
library infrastructure. Organizers of the workshop published a manual for librarians, 
containing information on the operation of children’s libraries and helpful advice for 
carrying out activities which encourage more public engagement with community 
libraries. 
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Malika Bahovadinova assisted alumni in writing proposals to receive USG alumni 
grants.  Six Community Connections alumni applied to the U.S. Embassy in 
Dushanbe. A grant proposal to open the first Community Connections Alumni 
Association written by Faridun Shodiev, alumnus of the Loan Management Program, 



was approved by the Embassy. Faridun Shodiev began operation of the Alumni 
Association in March 2009.  
 
 
Meetings 
In October 2008, staff from the Tajikistan office traveled to Almaty, Kazakhstan to 
participate in a 2 day Community Connections cluster meeting. 
 
Malika Bahovadinova met with David Montgomery of Emory University, to discuss the 
first in-country activity on monitoring and evaluation methods for women’s 
organizations.  David Montgomery shared his ideas on the upcoming training and 
gained some insights about the overall gender situation in Tajikistan.   
 
Malika Bahovadinova met with Akylbel Joldoshev, Regional Monitoring and Evaluation 
Specialist, to discuss and identify goals for the focus group discussion with CC 
program alumni.  
 
Malika Bahovadinova met with Makhmadnazar Kashkuloev, Chairman of the Tajik 
Veterinary Association, to discuss the upcoming program on livestock veterinary 
practice. 
 
Community Connections program staff facilitated debriefing meetings with alumni of 
the Loan Management and Library Management program upon return of participants 
from the U.S.  
 
On October 15, 2008 Dushanbe U.S. Embassy IRC hosted 15 library directors, book 
chamber representatives, and information specialists from Ministries and parliament 
librarians for IRC presentation at the Embassy multipurpose room. 

PAO Jackie McKennan welcomed the guests, who were visiting both the embassy and 
the IRC for the first time. She encouraged them to be regular IRC visitors and 
emphasized the opportunities of the IRC resources and services are provided to the 
public.  
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The IRC Coordinator gave an introduction of the IRC in Power Point Presentation 
using texts and graphics.  After the presentation the IRC Coordinator also distributed 
many different kinds of IRC marketing products and IIP publications.  Most of the 
participant librarians had been selected for a Community Connection Program about 
library management and were enrooted to the U.S for a three-week internship.  The 
IRC presentation provided them basic information about the structure and resources 
available in U.S. libraries and methods of managing information in general. After the 
presentation, the participants toured the IRC and were amazed at the organization 
and services available in the Embassy IRC.  All materials and resources are properly 
sorted by subjects and shelved according to electronic catalogue numbers.  Users 
have access to high speed internet at six computers.  The IRC Coordinator promptly 
answers patrons’ reference questions and provides information in both electronic and 



print format upon request.  They were most interested in finding out the IRC 
coordinator markets his services to the public.  They plan to use ideas presented in 
the IRC marketing products to create their own marketing information products for 
their libraries. 

Media Coverage 
The Loan Management program was widely advertised in local newspapers and radio.  
CC Program Specialist placed a two-week announcement in the popular weekly 
newspapers “Asia-Plus” and “Jumhuriyat”, and ads on the national “Asia Plus” and 
Khujand-focused “Teroz” radio stations.  
 
The Library Management program was also widely advertised in local newspapers 
and radio.  CC staff placed three-week announcements in popular weekly 
newspapers “Asia-Plus” and “Jumhuriyat”, and ads on the national “Asia Plus” and 
Khujand-focused “Teroz” radio stations.  
 
On October 6th, Community Connection staff organized a press event to publicize the 
return of the Loan Management program group to Tajikistan from Bluefield, West 
Virginia.  Journalists from local newspapers published several articles about the trip 
of the loan managers.  
 
On Nov 11th, Community Connections staff organized a press event to publicize the 
return of the library managers to Tajikistan from Lincoln, NE.  Journalists included 
coverage of the trip of loan managers in local news papers. 
 
In December, CC alumni of the Library Management program independently 
organized a press event with participation of local television.  The event was 
broadcast on local news channels.  
 
The Veterinarians for Livestock program has been widely advertised in local 
newspapers and radio. The CC Program Specialist placed three-week announcements 
in the popular weekly newspaper “Asia-Plus”, and ads on the Radio stations “Asia 
Plus” broadcasting in whole Republic, and Radio “Teroz” in Khujand.  
 
On February 19, 2009, Community Connection staff organized a press event to 
publicize the return of the hospital management group.  Eight journalists from local 
papers actively published articles about the program. Particularly, two newspapers 
published major articles about the Community Connections program and the Hospital 
Management group.    
 
The Library Management Workshop mentioned above also received some publicity.  
Specifically, the most popular information agency, Hovar, published an article about 
the event.  
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Alumni of the Library Management program published a number of articles in local 
newspapers, in which they reflected upon their trip to United States and ways to 



move forward with development of the Tajik library sector.   
http://asiaplus.tj/en/news/44/42162.html 
http://avesta.tj/articles/31/89539.html 
 
Cost -Saving Measures 
Premises at the Educational Advising Centre in Khujand were provided free of charge 
for interviews for the Library Management and Hospital Management programs.  
Recruiting consultation space for the Hospital Management program at the 
Educational Advising Centre in Khujand was also provided free of charge, generating 
savings of $ 150.  
 
The press event for the Hospital Management group had been organized at the 
American Councils office. This helped the program to save on rental space. 
 
Staffing Updates 
No staff updates  

 
 

 
American Councils/Turkmenistan 

 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 
On October 1, 2008, the Introducing Principles of Modern Surveillance of Infectious 
Diseases group left for the United States.  The group was hosted by the International 
Visitors Council of Metropolitan Detroit. 
 
Staff conducted interviews for the Introducing Family Medicine Principles in 
Turkmenistan Health Care group October 8-10, 2008.  Tier 1 Orientation for the 
group was held on October 31, 2008.  Tier 2 Orientation for the Introducing Family 
Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan group was conducted on November 30, 2008.   
 
On December 1, 2008, Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan Health 
Care group left for the United States.  The group was hosted by the International 
Affairs Councils (IAC) located in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
 

 41 

On December 6-7, 2008, staff hosted a Project Development Training for 11 program 
alumni.  The purpose of the training was to introduce program alumni to the concept 
of project development and its components, to finalize action plans, to provide CC 
alumni with the opportunity to learn about resource mobilization at the local level, 
and to promote the exchange of ideas for future projects.  The training was designed 
and developed as a follow-on event to the CC Alumni Round Tables held in the spring 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/L_flags_embossed/Turkmenistan_flags.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/worldflags/Turkmenistan_flag.html&h=160&w=240&sz=13&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=qdVxZn-TVAzwLM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=1�
http://asiaplus.tj/en/news/44/42162.html
http://avesta.tj/articles/31/89539.html


and summer of 2008 during which alumni identified project development as a skill 
that would help them in fulfilling their action plans.   
 
In late winter, two VERFs were submitted to USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and 
USAID/CAR for approval for the programs Promoting Alternative Energy Technologies 
and City Management in the U.S. The VERFs have been approved by 
USAID/EGAT/AQE and forwarded to World Learning. The programs are scheduled for 
July 22 – August 12 and August 12 – September 2, 2009 respectively. The program 
Promoting Effective Local Governance was postponed till the summer of 2009.  
 
Meetings 
In October 2008, staff from the Tajikistan office traveled to Almaty, Kazakhstan to 
participate in a 2 day Community Connections cluster meeting. 
 
On November 14, 2008, Ms. Amy McGoldrick and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova had a 
meeting with Mr. Ted H. Hazard, Senior Technical Advisor, Counterpart International 
Turkmenistan and Mr. Muhammed Durdyyev, Deputy Chief of Party, Counterpart 
International Turkmenistan.  The purpose of the meeting was to share experience 
related to local governance program and identify areas for future collaboration. 
 
In November 2008, Natalya Akmuradova gave presentations on the Community 
Connections Program in Dashoguz, Turkmenabat, and Mary.  The purpose of theses 
presentations was to provide general information about the program goals and 
objectives, recruitment and selection process, and past programs, as well as discuss 
programs planned for the year of 2009.   
 
While in Dashoguz, Natalya also had a meeting with participants of Introducing 
Principles of Modern Surveillance of Infectious Diseases group, who are from the 
area, to conduct a debriefing session.  In Mary, Natalya also facilitated a small 
debriefing session for the CC alumni who participated in the Introducing Principles of 
Modern Surveillance of Infectious Diseases.   
 
In October and November of 2008, Ms. Natalya Akmuradova had a number of 
meetings with the representatives of the Management, Consulting & Training 
Company.  This company was selected as an implementing organization for a CC 
Alumni Project Development Training.  The meetings focused on developing event-
related materials (budget, agenda), identifying issues to be discussed and 
organizations to be invited, and discussing logistical issues.  
 
On December 8, 2008, Ms. Natalya Akmuradova participated in a seminar facilitated 
by Ms. Virginija Morgan, Regional Development Outreach and Communications 
Coordinator, USAID/CAR.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss USAID 
branding and marking, writing press releases and success stories, and related issues.  
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On December 9, 2008, Ms. Natalya Akmuradova participated in a meeting facilitated 
by Mr. Akylbek Joldoshov, Regional Monitoring & Evaluation Specialist, USAID 



Community Connections Program.  Mr. Joldoshov had a meeting with CC alumni who 
participated in Project Development Training to discuss the status of their action 
plans and challenges they face in implementing them.  
 
On December 26, 2008, Ms. Natalya Akmuradova conducted a debriefing session 
with participants of the Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan 
Health Care group.  Participants shared their impressions of the visit to the U.S., 
discussed professional and cultural components of the CC program, and told about 
tentative projects they are going to have to promote tourism development in 
Turkmenistan.   
 
On January 19, 2009, Mr. Carter Johnson had a meeting with Mr. John Morgan, 
Program Officer and Ms. Rabiga Baytokova, Senior Training Specialist, 
representatives of USAID/CAR. The goal of the meeting was to discuss the current 
status of Community Connections program in Turkmenistan and themes for 2009.  
   
On January 20, 2009, Natalya Akmuradova had a meeting with Mr. Vasov, a 
representative of the Supreme Council for Science and Technology of Turkmenistan. 
The purpose of the meeting was to promote Community Connections, identify areas 
of collaboration on Promoting Alternative Energy Technologies program, and discuss 
its potential implications for Turkmenistan. 
 
From January 21 through January 28, 2009, Ms. Akmuradova had meetings with 
alumni of Mass Media Development program. The meetings were held as part of a 
nine-month evaluation process designed to collect information about how CC alumni 
have applied the experience they acquired on CC program.    
 
On January 30, 2009, Ms. Akmuradova attended a Public Relations Workshop 
conducted by representatives of the Public Affairs Section, U.S. Embassy in 
Turkmenistan. Seminar participants discussed U.S. Embassy and USAID branding 
policies and press release templates. The seminar was followed by a question and 
answer session.   
 
From February 2 through February 10, 2009, Ms. Akmuradova had meetings with 
alumni of Introducing a Modern Tourism Industry program. The meetings were held 
as part of a nine-month evaluation process designed to collect information about how 
CC alumni applied the experience they acquired on CC program.    
 
On March 11, 2009, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with representatives of the 
Management, Consulting & Training Company. The company was selected as an 
implementing organization for a CC Alumni Round Tables 2009. The meetings 
focused on developing event-related materials (budget, agenda), identifying issues 
to be discussed and organizations to be invited, and discussing logistical issues.  
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On March 18, 2009, Ms. Akmuradova met with Mr. Anna Kadamov, representative of 
the Emergency Medical Services Training Center “Tiz Komek”. The purpose of the 
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meeting was to discuss the current situation in the field of emergency care and 
medicine in Turkmenistan and collect information for developing documents for the 
Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents program.  
 
On March 30, 2009, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Mr. Ata Boppyev, 
representative of the National Health Center “Saglyk”. The meeting aimed at 
discussing Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents program and identification 
of areas for future collaboration on Community Connections program.   
 
Media Coverage 
Information about the Community Connections Program was distributed through 
USAID Contractors, Public Affairs networks, OSCE Center in Ashgabat, Ministry of 
Health, UN Projects, and American Corner Networks.  Press releases announcing the 
2009 Community Connections themes, as well as upcoming programs were 
announced on the US Embassy’s website.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures 
American Councils saved money on room rental by conducting program events at the 
American Councils office in Ashgabat. Additionally, CC program materials were 
translated by the American Councils staff, which also saved money on translation of 
materials.  
 
Staffing Updates 
Carter Johnson became Country Director for Turkmenistan in January, replacing Amy 
McGoldrick. 
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Washington, D.C. 

  
October-December 2005 Updates 
October 27, 2005 World Learning submitted a draft copy of the Community Connections 
DC and Field Operations Manuals Volumes I and II to USAID EGAT for approval. 
 
November 11, 2005 World Learning submitted a Post-Conference 30-day 
Implementation Plan outlining sub-contractor recruitment plan and WL/DC staffing and 
procurement plan. 
 
November 28, 2005 World Learning issued the first annual Community Connections 
Request for Proposals (RFP) for Host Organization Pre-qualification. The RFP was 
posted on the World Learning website. A notification of the RFP was sent to all previous 
CC hosting organizations, in addition to all the organizations in the World Learning 
training database.  
 
At the request of EGAT/USAID, World Learning expedited the procurement of four 
programs in an effort to demonstrate a quick-startup for the Community Connections 
(CC) program: 

 
On December 2, 2005 World Learning submitted to USAID a short list of 
qualified hosting organizations to conduct the fast-tracked programs.   

 
On December 12, 2005, WL issued Program Outline Requests (POR) to the four 
EGAT-approved Hosting Organizations to develop programs for the following 
groups: Grass Roots Initiatives in Community Activism from Turkmenistan; 
Community Mobilization for HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care, and Stigma Reduction, 
from Samara Oblast, Russia; Combating Trafficking in Persons from Uzbekistan; 
and Arts & Crafts Management from The Republic of Georgia. 
 

World Learning recruited, hired, and trained 4 Program Officers for Community 
Connections:  Nadine Asef-Sargent, Milena Alexander, Eric Corens, and Kirsten Collins. 
 
Meetings, Conferences, and Presentations: 
October 3, 2005 Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco, and Dorothea Antonio attended a CC 
Start-Up Conference Planning Meeting with EGAT.  
 
October 5, 2005 Lisa Posner Olocco and Dorothea Antonio attended a CC Start-Up 
conference-planning meeting with Kim Jenkins, USAID/EGAT. 
 
October 11, 2005 Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco, Anita Reichert, and Dorothea 
Antonio attended an Implementation Meeting with USAID/EGAT.   
 
October 25, 2005 Colin Davies, Lisa Posner, and Dorothea Antonio attended a final CC 
Conference planning meeting with EGAT. 
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October 30-November 4, 2005, Pamela Baldwin, Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco, and 
Dorothea Antonio attended the Community Connections Start-Up Meeting in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan. 
 
December 6, 2005 Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco, and Anita Reichert attended an 
Implementation meeting with USAID/EGAT. 

 
Hosting Organization Outreach: 
The Resource Center coordinated visits from 3 potential Hosting Organizations.  The 
substantive meetings focused on proposal writing guidance and issues of procurement for 
Community Connections.  Visits were made by California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona, International Visitors Council of Columbus and the University of Tennessee. 

 
 
 

Sub-Contractor Field Offices 

 
CENTER FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CSED) 
 
 
Moldova 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Themes for the 2005-2006 program in Moldova were determined and include 
domestic violence, combating corruption in the judiciary, government role in 
providing public assess to information; higher education, mass-media and economic 
reporting.  The US Embassy in Moldova announced the programs on December 7, 
2005.  CSED started the recruitment campaign for 2 business and 5 professional 
programs.   
 
Media Coverage: 
Programs were publicized in many local newspapers, radio stations and a local 
television station. Program information including application forms was also 
publicized on CSED’s web-site http://www.csed.globnet.md/cc_en.html.  

 
Meetings:  
During the CC recruitment campaign, CSED had 3 meetings in the Transnestrian 
region of Tiraspol. CSED tried to reach the local authorities in the regions of 
Dubasari and Ribnita but they were not responsive.   

 

http://www.csed.globnet.md/cc_en.html�
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PROJECT HARMONY (PH) 
 
 
Armenia 
  
Noteworthy Events:  
The USAID Mission approved two business themes in construction/eco-building and 
disease management for commercial poultry farmers, and seven professional themes: 
airport management, special education, vocational education, local government 
administration, public relations for politicians, elections and environment.  
 
Visitor Request Exchange Forms (VERFs) for disease management, commercial poultry 
farmers, and special education, were developed and sent to USAID / Armenia for 
approval. 
 
Letters were sent to various institutions to alert them to the upcoming airport officials 
training and to identify individuals to serve as review panel members and selection 
committee members. The local institutions included the Head of Armenia International 
Airports Joint Stock Company, the General Manager of Armavia Air Company, and the 
Head of Department of the Civil Aviation Peace Corps. 
 
PH finished translating materials for the Tier 1 & Tier 2 orientation packets. The 
application deadline for the airport officials group was December 23, 2005. The airport 
officials training VERF was revised and submitted to USAID/EGAT for final approval. 
A review panel evaluated applications from airport officials for associated VERF and a 
short list of 21 semifinalists was drafted on February 16th.  

 
Media Coverage:  
A media kick-off conference was planned for the end of January 2006.  

 
On February 28, updated information on CC program implementation was sent to the 
Armenpress News Agency.  

 
Meetings: 
The USAID/Armenia office met with the PH/CC Regional Director, Jeffrey Groton to 
discuss program themes and general programmatic issues. 
 
PH/Armenia met with USAID representatives to discuss issues connected with logo 
usage and USAID rules and regulations. A meeting was also held with USAID the 
Supervisory Public Information Officer regarding logo usage procedures. 
 
A meeting with the Minister of Education & Science and his staff took place on February 
23rd regarding the special education theme. 
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A meeting with the Head of the National Institute of Education (NIE) and his staff was 
held on February 16th regarding the special education theme. 
 
A meeting was conducted with Chief Specialist, at the Ministry of Education & Science 
on February 28th to discuss special education needs in Armenia and obtain updated 
information on the theme. Letters were sent to the Minister of Environment informing 
him about the upcoming environment theme. 
 
Staffing Update: 
PH/Armenia hired 3 new staff on November 7, 2005 including David Simpson, Country 
Manager; Nune Amiryan, Program Coordinator; and Christine Tshgnavoryan, 
Program/Logistics Coordinator. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:   
Staff is providing in-house translation services of CC materials. 
Project Harmony received a 10 % discount for design of the CC participant folder. 

 
 
CC/Azerbaijan 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Themes were determined for CC Azerbaijan and include Injury Prevention, inter-
Religious Cooperation for Civil Society Development, Improving the Quality of 
University Education through Student Activity and Involvement, Handicraft Production 
and Marketing, Health Promotion and Communication: Family Planning, Reproductive 
Health or Women’s Health, Promoting Women’s Participation in the Electoral Process, 
Small Agri-business Cooperatives. 

 
On February 14, 2006, the CC team started promotion for the Improving the Quality of 
University Education through Student Activity and Involvement program in Ganja, 
Lankaran, Nakchivan and Baku.  
 
On February 14, 2006 Project Harmony conducted presentations in Ganja in which 78 
people participated. Promotional materials and information were distributed to attendants 
and questions were answered concerning all aspects of USAID’s Community 
Connections program. The CC staff demonstrated the Community Connections 
Azerbaijan website to the participants. 

 
The CC team also presented the Improving the Quality of University Education through 
Student Activity and Involvement program at Lankaran State University.  The Head of 
the International Relations Department, Alimardan Aliyev, was very helpful and 
supported PH during the presentation. 24 people attended. 

 
On February 22, 2006, the CC team presented the Improving the Quality of University 
Education through Student Activity and Involvement program at Nakhchivan State 
University.  25 people attended. 
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Project Harmony published the Azerbaijan language CC brochure and translated 
applications. 

 
Media Coverage:  
On February 14, 2006, at the International Press Center in Baku, the CC team launched 
the program with participation of mass media representatives.  Mr. Jason Hyland, USAID 
Deputy Chief of Mission, and Ms. Valerie Ibaan, USAID Social Sector Adviser 
participated in the launch. Mr. Hyland spoke about the exchange programs offered by the 
U.S. government and stressed the importance of the CC program for Azerbaijani 
specialists.   

 
Recruitment for the Improving the Quality of University Education through Student 
Activity and Involvement program was advertised among Azerbaijani higher education 
institutions. The CC team published announcements on the web portal: 
www.azerweb.com.  

 
Meetings: 
On December 20, 2005 Kerry Cosby and Afag Aghayeva met with USAID representative 
Geoff Minott to discuss themes to match USAID’s Business Development objectives. 
 
On December 22, 2005 Ms. Aghayeva met with Mr. Shamil Kalyayev, Country Director 
of International Relief and Development (IRD). Ms. Aghayeva summarized USAID’s CC 
program and encouraged IRD health workers to participate. IRD has successfully 
implemented Family Planning and Reproductive Health programs in the Ganja area in 
2005, and rehabilitated several hospitals in Ganja. 
 
February 20-24, 2006, Afag Aghayeva, CC Program Coordinator, held several program 
information meetings with rectors and heads of various departments at Azerbaijan 
University of Languages, Baku State University, Azerbaijan Pedagogical and Slavonic 
Universities. 
 
On February 22, 2006, Kerry Cosby, PH Director and Afag Aghayeva, CC Coordinator 
met with Mr. Adam Sirois, International Medical Corps (IMC) Regional Director. Mr. 
Sirois was very interested in the program and promised to promote it and involve doctors 
from Baku, Ganja and Yevlakh to participate in the Injury Prevention program. 

 
Staffing Update:  
In November PH/Azerbaijan hired Abbas Musayev, CC Logistics Coordinator, and Afag 
Aghayeva, CC Program Coordinator.  

 
 

Cost -Saving Measures: 
Project Harmony translated applications internally to save on translation costs. 
 

http://www.azerweb.com/�
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CC Logistics Coordinator Abbas Musayev negotiated with the chiefs of Ganja, Lankaran 
and Nakchivan State Universities to conduct presentations in their conference room free-
of-charge.  
 
CC/Georgia 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
The CC office in Georgia was established; premises were rented and furniture, equipment 
and other necessary items ordered. 
 
The CC registration process began with the Georgian authorities. Jeffrey Groton was 
legalized as CC Director in Georgia.  Financial systems were established; the CC annual 
plan was drafted. 
 
PH/Georgia established relations with USAID, the US Embassy, non-governmental 
organizations, and other stakeholders.  Program themes for the year were developed and 
submitted to USAID/Georgia and the US Embassy in Georgia for review. 
 
USAID approved the VERF for the first “fast-track” group (Arts and Crafts 
Management).   
 
The design of promotional and application materials (brochures, folders, etc.) was 
initiated and informational and other materials necessary for the recruiting process were 
finalized and submitted for printing. Advertising texts were prepared for the upcoming 
March promotional campaign. 
 
All logistics and administrative tasks related to Arts and Crafts Management group were 
completed, including medical examinations, visa applications, background checks, and 
Tier I Orientation. The group is scheduled to depart March 14, 2006. 

 
Media coverage:  
A formal launch of the CC program and the CC media campaign was initiated in mid-
January.  The promotion kick-off is scheduled for mid-March.  

 
Staffing Update: 
In November Jeffrey Groton, CC Caucasus Regional Director and Tamuna Pruidze, 
CC/Georgia Program Assistant were hired. 

 
Cost-saving measures:  
PH/Georgia submitted necessary documentation for VAT exemption status.   

 
CC/Russia 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Following the USAID CC start-up conference, USAID/Russia and PH worked to identify 
the first possible group for an expedited program start-up. The group theme identified 
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was “Community Mobilization for HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care, and Stigma Reduction.” 
All candidates for the program have been interviewed, selected, and entered into the 
TraiNet system.  Participants went through a USAID approved selection process that 
included a personal interview with Project Harmony’s Community Connections Field 
Coordinators in either Samara or Togliatti.  
 
USAID/Russia decided to reserve R2 verifier rights and responsibilities for themselves. 
Project Harmony provided USAID/Russia with all necessary security risk determination 
documents in order to finalize the visa processing procedure.  
 
Out of four VERFs submitted to USAID during the month of February, three had been 
approved by the end of the month: Civic Activism and Volunteerism at the Community 
Level (Primorskiy Krai), Women’s Rights (Primorskiy, Khabarovskiy Krais), 
Community Restructuring and the Successful Adjustment to Military-Industrial Complex 
Downsizing (Izhevsk, Kurgan Oblasts). Rights of the Disabled (Vladikavkaz, Beslan, 
Alagir) is still being reviewed.  
 
Recruiting for two groups started in the Russian Far East on February 20th : Women’s 
Rights (freedom from domestic violence and abuse) in the Primorskiy and Khabarovskiy 
regions; a second group, Civic Activism and Volunteerism at the Community Level was 
also under recruitment in the Primorskiy region.  
 
Two contractors in Khabarovsk and Nakhodka assisted in program promotion and 
collection of applications. Places and dates for interviews were fixed. 
 
The deadline for application submission in Irkutsk (Civic Engagement, Policy Issues and 
Public Outreach) and Novosibirsk (Social Assistance and Poverty Alleviation) was 
February 20th. The total number of applications received was 80 in Novosibirsk and 46 
in Irkutsk. Application reading and first selection took place on February 22 and 
interviewing took place on February 25-26.  25 applications from Novosibirsk and 22 
from Irkutsk were sent to Moscow for final selection on March 7. 
 
Promotion and application process for North Caucasus group on NGO Development and 
Coalition Building– from Rostov and Stavropol – started February 1. From 67 applicants, 
22 will be reviewed by the final selection committee in Moscow on March 9th.  
 
The HIV/AIDS group from Samara region left for Philadelphia, PA on February 28, 
2006. This group consisted of seven medical professionals, and is the first to travel under 
USAID management of Community Connections. 

 
 
Media Coverage:  
The local media were invited to interview candidates during their initial and final 
orientations in February and March. 
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Meetings: 
A meeting with IREX was held in conjunction with USAID in order to facilitate transfer 
of the CC program. 
 
A meeting was held between AED, USAID, and Project Harmony in order to better 
clarify J-1 visa processing procedures and timelines. 
 
Staffing Update: 
Thomas Hill, Regional Program Director was hired in October.  Elena Bennett, Regional 
Program Manager, Svetlana Laletina, Regional Program Coordinator, and Tatiana 
Baklykova, Program/Logistics Coordinator were hired in November. 
 
Facilitators were contracted in Novosibirsk, Irkutsk, Rostov-na-Donu, and Stavropol to 
work with three groups that are scheduled to leave on April 25th. Two experts for 
application reading and two experts for interviewing were contracted for each city.  
 
Facilitators were contracted in Khabarovsk and Nakhodka to work with two groups 
leaving on May 16. Recruiting for field facilitators in Izhevsk and Kurgan has begun.  

 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
An analysis of both participant travel costs throughout Russia and from the Russian Far 
East in particular was conducted in order to set realistic goals for recruiting.  
 
A ‘pre-selection’ round was added to the participant selection process. This round is 
performed locally by local experts and effects a cost saving because staff does not need to 
travel to regional points and the applications that do not meet overall selection criteria are 
removed before the translation process, reducing number of required translated 
applications from 45 to 25. 
 
CC/Ukraine 

 
Noteworthy Events:  
All materials required for program registration and organizational accreditations have 
been collected. Final translations are in the process of being completed prior to 
notarization and submission to USAID for action. 

 
Media Coverage: 
PH staff met with a local video producer to discuss the possibility of creating promotional 
material for Community Connections.  PH is working on a storyboard for the project.   
 
Meetings: 
On February 6th, PH met with the Eurasia Foundation to discuss the goals of the 
Neighborhood Association theme.   

 
Staffing Update: 
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Yevgeniy Grigorenko, Program and Finance Coordinator, was hired in October, Olha 
Svyrydenko and Iryna Tushnytska, Program Coordinators, were hired in November, and 
Jaroslav Doyna, Technology Coordinator, started in December.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
PH and the office landlord have identified areas where additional services could be 
provided thereby reducing VAT payments.  An agreement for the provision of such 
services is being negotiated. 

 
PH put out a tender for transatlantic airline tickets and has received responses from 
several vendors, which are being reviewed.  
 
 
AMERICAN COUNCILS 
 
CC/Belarus  

 
Noteworthy Events:  
American Councils met USAID and the US Embassy in Belarus to determine the CC 
program themes.   

 
After seeking legal counsel, American Councils began to finalize internal documentation 
for establishing and ensuring the viability of the program in Belarus.  
 
Staffing Update:  
Oksana Yelova, Deputy Director/ Program Manager, was promoted to full-time in 
November. 
 
CC/Kazakhstan 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
American Councils supported World Learning and USAID/EGAT in hosting the 
Community Connections Start-up Conference that took place in Almaty, Kazakhstan 
from October 31 to November 3, 2005. American Councils organized the conference site-
visit with 4 Kazakh alumni from the Kazakh State Philharmonic. American Councils 
facilitated the hiring of a local NGO to provide logistical support for the CC Conference.  
 
The CC program was introduced at the International Education Fair held in Almaty. This 
event was hosted by the Kazakhstan Ministry of Education and gathered thousands of 
Almaty students and their parents.  
 
American Councils identified 6 CC program themes, designed a recruitment plan, 
distributed application forms, and wrote a VERF for the first group. American Councils 
also designed an information flier for the CC program in Kazakh, English and Russian 
languages. 
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Media Coverage:  
Press releases were designed for program promotion and delivered to 6 regions of 
Kazakhstan. Brief information on CC program in 3 languages (English, Kazakh and 
Russian) was also put on web site: www.kzvco-edusa.net  [LISA _ THIS LINK 
DOESN’T WORK] 

 
Success Stories:   
Saule Tanekeeva (alumna of 2002 CC cultural and historical preservation program) 
arranged a meeting and concert at the Kazak Philharmonic for Start-Up Conference 
attendees (roughly 50 individuals).  Alumni were available to answer questions and give 
impressions/advice on the program.   
 
 
CC/Kyrgyzstan  

 
Noteworthy Events:   
A recruiting plan was developed and the first recruiting trips were scheduled. 

 
The first VERF for the NGO Development and the Role of the Associations group was 
completed and sent to USAID for approval. 

 
Meetings: 
On December 8, 2005 Country Director Kimberly Verkuilen and Program Specialist-
Yulia Gorbunova had the meeting with Project Management Specialist Myrza Karimov, 
USAID, to discuss various program implementation issues.   
 
Community Connection alumni meeting was held in December. The most active alumni 
of the program shared their experience about the application completion, selection 
process, and internships. Also they imparted their recommendations and comments for 
future participants.  

 
Staffing:  
Yulia Gorbunova, Program Specialist, and Manas Mambetsadykov, Program Assistant,  
were hired in December. 
 
Media Coverage:  
Promotion materials such as advertisements, press releases, and promo-posters were 
prepared both in Russian and Kyrgyz languages. 

 
 
CC/Tajikistan 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
American Councils received approved themes from USAID and the US Embassy. The 
themes include religion in a secular society, tourism, fruit and vegetable processing, food 
safety, training for textbook authors, journalism and mass communication.    

http://www.kzvco-edusa.net/�
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American Councils/Tajikistan began the recruitment process by placing advertisements in 
the local newspapers, and conducting consultation hours every business day.  Completed 
application forms were translated into Tajik and Russian language.  

 
Meetings: 
American Councils met with the USAID CC Program Officer Konstantin Kevorkov to 
discuss start-up issues related to CC.  

 
Staffing Update: 
Matlyuba Mamadjanova, Country Director, Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program 
Coordinator/Specialist, and Zarrina Muhiddinova, CC Program Logistics Coordinator 
were hired this quarter.  
 
Media Coverage:  
To launch the Community Connections program in Tajikistan, a press conference was 
held inviting all local newspaper, TV and radio representatives and selected NGOs.  
 
CC/Turkmenistan 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
A selection committee composed of USAID Representatives, Department of State 
officials, and the Office Director of Counterpart Consortium nominated candidates for 
Turkmenistan’s first group Grass Roots Initiatives in Community Activism. USAID 
provided final approval of the nominated individuals.  
 
Staffing Update:  
Natalya Akmuradova, Community Connections Program Coordinator was hired. 

 
 
CC/Uzbekistan 

 
Noteworthy Events: 
Todd Drummond, AC Country Director and Akmal Mirsadikov  AC coordinator, 
attended a meeting where major USAID contractors met with the US Ambassador to 
Uzbekistan Mr. Jon Purnell.  Todd Drummond made a presentation introducing the 
Community Connections program. 
 
 Staffing Update: 
Akmal Mirsadikov, Community Connections Program Coordinator, and Murod 
Djaparov, Community Connections Logistics Assistant were hired this quarter. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Several vendor price quotes were received for the procurement of equipment and office 
supplies.  
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January – March 2006 
 
 

 
 
   Washington, D.C. 

 
  
Group/Participant Arrivals:  
 

Country Number of Groups Number of Visitors 
Armenia   
Azerbaijan   
Belarus   
Georgia 1 9 
Kazakhstan   
Kyrgyzstan   
Moldova   
Russia 1 7 
Tajikistan   
Turkmenistan 1 10 
Uzbekistan 1 10 
Total 4 36 

 
 
 
Program Highlights 
The first four expedited Community Connections groups traveled to the US this quarter: 
  

• Heartland International, in Chicago Illinois received a group of 10 Grass 
Roots Community Activists from Turkmenistan. The visitors learned how to 
strengthen the local capacity of activists through fundraising, mobilizing local 
resources, developing social partnerships, and creating inclusive community 
events. 

• The International Visitors Council of Philadelphia, PA hosted a group from 
Samara Oblast, Russia that studied Mobilization for HIV/AIDS Prevention, 
Care, and Stigma Reduction. These ten medical professionals, NGO leaders 
and government officials learned how to identify social groups and map 
existing formal structures to promote HIV prevention, care and/or treatment 
interventions and services, counseling and testing, preventing mother-to-child 
transmission (PMTCT), HIV care, and antiretroviral treatment. 
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• CONNECT US/Russia hosted a group of ten Uzbek NGO employees, local 
administration representatives, and heads of local communities that came to 
the US to learn effective ways to combat trafficking. 

• International Visitors Council of Chicago hosted an Arts & Crafts 
Management group from the Republic of Georgia. Nine Georgian 
representatives of municipal arts and culture departments, public NGOs, 
unions and foundations involved in the development and promotion of 
Georgian art and traditional crafts field learned important management 
techniques employed in the art field in the United States.  

 
Program Implementation Updates 
 
WL/DC developed the following procurement document templates specifically for the 
successful implementation of the CC Program:  
 
Visitor Exchange Request Form (VERF) 
Professional and Business Application Forms  
Acknowledgement Memorandum 
Program Outline Requests (POR) 
POR ranking forms 
Recommendation Memorandums 
Award/Regret Letters 
Visitor Exchange Plan and Budget(VEP) 
Arrival Memorandum 
Financial Certification Agreement Letter 
Orientation Packet information (including Welcome Letter, HAC and Tax form 
documents, Action Plan and Evaluation Forms) in English, Russian, and 
Moldovan/Romanian. 
Departure Memorandum 
Program File Checklist 
 
Two critical reports were developed to manage program implementation: 
CC Procurement Status Chart tracks sending country, EGAT VERF approval date, 
WL/Program Officer, Program Theme, Hosting Organization, Program Dates, and EGAT 
VEP approval date; 
CC Bidding List tracks hosting organizations that have been contacted and awarded for 
each program by country. This list also tracks hosting organizations that have declined 
the offer to bid on CC programs. 
 
On January 31, 2006 World Learning completed the first annual pre-qualification 
procurement process of Community Connections Hosting Organizations. The forty-three 
(43) qualified hosting organizations for 2006 are as follows: 
 

2006 COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS HOSTING ORGANIZATIONS 
Bluefield State College, West Virginia 
Broome Community College, Binghamton, New York 
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Buffalo/Niagara World Connect, New York 
Cambridge-Yerevan Sister City Association Inc., Massachusetts 
Cincinnati-Ukraine Partnership, Ohio 
Citizen Diplomacy Council of San Diego, California 
Cleveland Council on World Affairs, Ohio 
Colleagues International, Kalamazoo, Michigan 
Columbus International Program, Ohio 
Connect US/Russia, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Council of International Programs (CIPUSA), Cleveland, Ohio 
CSUS College of Continuing Education –Sacramento, California 
Foundation for Russian American Economic Cooperation (FRAEC) - Seattle, 
Washington 
Heartland International - Chicago, Illinois 
Institute for Training and Development – Amherst, Massachusetts 
International Affairs Council of –Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina 
International Center of Syracuse, New York 
International Center of Worcester, Massachusetts 
International House of Metrolina, Inc. - Charlotte, North Carolina 
International Training and Consulting - Tucson, Arizona 
Iowa Council for International Understanding, Des Moines 
International Visitors Center of Chicago, Illinois 
International Visitors Center of Cincinnati, Ohio 
International Visitors Council of Columbus, Ohio 
International Visitors Council of Detroit, Michigan 
International Visitors Council of Greater Kansas City, Kansas 
International Visitors Council of Los Angeles, California 
International Visitors Council of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Louisville International Cultural Center, Kentucky 
Mississippi Consortium for International Development, Jackson  
North Central Technical College, Wausau, Wisconsin 
Northern Nevada International Center, Reno, Nevada 
Oregon World Affairs Council, Portland 
Tulsa Global Alliance, Oklahoma 
University of Alabama, Huntsville 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
Vermont Council on World Affairs, Colchester 
World Affairs Council Dallas/Ft. Worth, Texas 
World Affairs Council of St. Louis, Missouri 
World Services of La Crosse, Wisconsin 
World Trade Center Institute, Baltimore, Maryland 
WorldBoston, Massachusetts 
WSOS Community Action Commission Inc., Fremont, Ohio 

 
World Learning conducted a formal proposal review process described below.  Proposal 
Review Readers consisted of 4 groups of 2 readers:  Readers consisted of Group A:   
Colin Davies and Kirsten Collins (both World Learning); Group B:  Nadine Asef-Sargent 
and Milena Alexander (both World Learning); Group C: Dorothea Antonio and Eric 
Corens (both World Learning); Group D: Kim Jenkins (ISTI) and Ludmilla Mikhailova 
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(World Learning/Delphi).  The Committee Chair was Lisa Posner Olocco, WL Director, 
Community Connections. 
 

• Proposals were received on January 5, and entered by Committee Chair on the 
Proposal Review Tracking Sheet;   

• Committee Chair assigned 12-13 proposals to read to each group on January 6.   
• All group members read assigned proposals and completed the Stage 1 Proposal 

Ranking Forms by January 17.  
• Each individual group met prior to January 17 in order to reach a consensus on its 

final recommendation for each proposal read.  Each group entered its results into 
the Proposal Review Tracking Sheet by January 18.  The Committee Chair 
distributed copies of the Tracking Sheet to all group members for review prior to 
the General Proposal Review Committee Meeting. 

• General Proposal Review Committee Meeting convened on January 19 from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the WL conference room.   

• Each group provided an overall synopsis of its results, followed by a discussion of 
those proposals that had been ranked as “maybe.”  Based on this discussion, the 
general review committee decided on the action to be taken for these proposals: 
recommendation, conditional recommendation pending clarification of issues with 
applicant, or denial. Following the discussion of the “maybes,” committee 
members had the opportunity to discuss any remaining proposals that were ranked 
“yes” or “no.” 

• Committee Chair updated the tracking sheet to reflect committee 
recommendations on January 20.  

• Committee Chair submitted the list of recommended and denied applicants to 
USAID/EGAT on January 23.  USAID/EGAT concurrence was received January 
24. 

• WL contacted those applicants whose proposals received conditional 
recommendation to clarify issues raised.  Applicants responded with clarification 
by February 1 to receive further consideration.  The responses were distributed to 
all committee members for final consideration.   

• Chair sent recommendation to USAID/EGAT to award 10 and deny 1 of the 
Hosting Organizations approached for clarification.   

• Award letters were sent to 33 Hosting Organizations on January 25.  Four Regret 
letters were sent out on January 30.  Subsequent 10 award letters and one regret 
letter was sent to the Hosting Organizations that received clarification letters on 
February 3.  

 
Meetings, Conferences, and Presentations: 
January 9, 2006 Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco and Anita Reichert attended an 
implementation meeting with USAID/EGAT.  
 
February 14, 2006 World Learning hosted an implementation meeting with 
USAID/EGAT.   
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February 15-18, 2006 World Learning CC staff attended the Annual NCIV Conference. 
Colin Davies and Dorothea Antonio participated on a panel.  World Learning arranged a 
special meeting with many of the pre-qualified hosting organizations and Kim Jenkins, 
Training Advisor, EGAT-ISTI Inc. answered questions regarding USAID’s management 
of the Community Connections Program.  
 
March 15, 2006, Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco and Anita Reichert attended an 
implementation meeting with USAID/EGAT.  
 
March 16, 2006 Nadine Asef-Sargent accompanied the HIV/AIDS group from Russia to 
meetings in Washington DC at the State Department with Paul Holmes, USAID/E&E, 
Taylor Ruggles, EUR/ACE, and Judi Heichelheim, Head of PSI's E&E Bureau and Laura 
Faukener from AIHA. Kim Jenkins, Training Advisor, USAID/EGAT-ISTI was also in 
attendance. World Learning’s HIV/AIDS Specialist, Helen Cornman, arranged these 
meetings. 
 
Hosting Organization Outreach 
During this quarter, World Learning has contacted all 43 pre-qualified Hosting 
Organizations at least twice to solicit program outlines for 39 approved professional 
programs and one Business Program.  A total of 17 Hosting Organizations have been 
awarded programs to date. Hosting Organizations have been contacted 86 times and 24 
Hosting Organizations have declined to bid. 
 
The Resource Center coordinated visits to the WL/DC office from Sister Cities 
International, Utah and World Services of La Crosse, Wisconsin. The substantive 
meetings focused on proposal writing guidance and issues of procurement for 
Community Connections.   
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Saving Measures 
DC program staff negotiated with Hosting Organizations to realize a savings of $5,548.00 
in program costs. 
 
 
 
Sub-Contractor Field Offices 

 
 

CENTER FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CSED) 
 
Moldova 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
In order to reach candidates in the rural areas, including the Transnistrian Region, CSED 
mailed information about the CC program to specific targeted groups.  250 letters were 
sent to representatives of private businesses.  To recruit for Professional Programs, 465 
letters were sent out to prosecutors’ offices, Court of Justice in regions, Social Assistance 
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Departments in the Regions, Mayor’s offices, higher education institutions, press 
agencies, radio and TV stations, and newspapers.  

 
453 applications were received for Professional Programs.  Recruitment in the 
Transnistrian Region has proved to be a challenge.  Transnistrian citizens are not allowed 
to have dual citizenship, according to the local legislation. It is not possible to travel 
internationally with on a Transnistrian passport, since it is not internationally recognized 
as an independent territory.  
 
CSED has seen an improvement in the quality of applications for all CC programs under 
USAID management. CSED considers that the change of the application procedure (two 
recommendation forms, CV’s) has helped to reduce the number of “occasional 
applicants”.  
 
Meetings:  
CSED held 3 recruitment meetings in the region; Tiraspol, Dubasari and Rabnita.  These 
were organized with the support of CC Alumni, local authorities and representatives of 
business development organizations. A total of over 880 hard copies of the applications 
were distributed at these meetings. 
 
The Interview Committee for the Economic Reporting group met on March 22, 2006.  
Interview panel members included: Vasile Filatov, Activity Manager, USAID Mission in 
Moldova; Irina Colin, Cultural Affairs Specialist, US Embassy in Moldova; Dmitrii 
Calac, Newspaper “LOGOS PRESS”; Cornelia Zvezdin, CSED and Constatin Schendra, 
CSED.  
 
The Interview Committee for the group entitled “Providing Information to the Public: A 
Government Responsibility” met on March 28. The interview panel included John 
Balian, Public Affaires Officer, US Embassy in Moldova, Vasile Filatov, Activity 
Manager, USAID Mission in Moldova; Vasile Spinei, Director,  “ACCESS- INFO”; 
Cornelia Zvezdin, CSED and Constatin Schendra, CSED. 
 
 
Cost-Savings: 
In an effort to reduce printing costs, CSED is using the office copy machine for 
reproducing the applications for the programs. This allows for a larger number of 
applications within the budgeted amount. Additionally, to save money on 
communication, all CSED staff are using the same mobile phone operator. 
 
11 out of 12 recruitment meetings in the regions were organized without any facility 
rental expenses (the spaces were offered at no cost by local authorities or alumni). 
 
In order to save money, CSED is booking the airline tickets for participants as far in 
advance as possible 
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PROJECT HARMONY 
 
Armenia 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
On January 31, the Community Connections (CC) Program was discussed at a conference 
at the AUA Business Center. U.S. Ambassador John Evans highlighted the main goals of 
the CC program, which include developing public-private partnerships, creating links 
between communities, and strengthening ties between Armenia and the U.S. 
 
The nine CC themes to be implemented during 2006 were presented at the conference. 
Themes include: construction/eco-building training, disease management and 
professional training for commercial poultry farmers, aviation officials training, special 
education, vocational education, local government administration, public relations for 
politicians, young voters participation in political processes, and the environment. 
 
Several VERFs were drafted during this quarter; one for Aviation Officials and another 
for Disease Management for Commercial Poultry Farmers. Project Harmony finalized a 
Special Education VERF and submitted it to USAID/Armenia for approval.  Project 
Harmony developed an Environment VERF and received approval from USAID/Armenia 
and USAID/Washington and began recruitment of participants. A new VERF is being 
developed based on the Local Government Administration theme. 

 
At the request of USAID/Armenia, Project Harmony conducted additional interviews to 
include Gyumri Airport officials in the upcoming aviation program.  After completion of 
the interviews, one candidate from the Gyumri Airport was added to the existing list.  
The list of finalists and alternates, together with their biographies, was sent to 
USAID/Armenia and approval received.   
 
Media Coverage: 
Promotional and other informational materials including business cards, letterheads, 
envelopes, invitations cards for the kick-off CC Conference invitees were printed and a 
Community Connections booklet was published. 
 
Several TV channels covered the January 31st CC Conference.  In addition, an article was 
published in the newspaper Hayastani Hanrapetutiun.  The event was also publicized 
through many online publications.  
 
Meetings: 
Meetings were held with Armavia Airline Company and Aviaservice (CJSC ) to discuss 
the upcoming aviation program. PH met with the deputy Minister of Agriculture and with 
the Head of Extension Department at the Armenian Agricultural Academy, Gurgen 
Yeghiazaryan regarding the poultry program. 
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In March, the PH/Armenia staff met with the following individuals and institutions:  
David Koenig to discuss the participant recruitment process; environmental NGOs 
(Ecological Academy, Armenian Forests, Armenia Tree project) to discuss the 
environment VERF; the Head of the Department of pre-school and middle school 
education at the Ministry of Education and Science; Mr. Pipoyan, Chief of Vocational 
Education, regarding vocational education VERF; the Minister of Nature Protection V. 
Ayvazyan to discuss the environment VERF; specialists from the Agency of Bio-
Resource Management regarding the environment VERF; and the Head of the  Prometey 
Clinic regarding the medical examinations for the selected candidates. 
 
Cost-Savings: 
Project Harmony received discounts for the Kick-off CC Conference from the caterer 
since she was a CC alumna.  Project Harmony also received discounts for the printing of 
its promotional materials since Project Harmony has done business with the printing 
company in the past.  
 
Project Harmony rented space for the Tier One orientation at the Russian-Armenian 
(Slavonic) State University and received a 30% discount since the university has worked 
with Project Harmony in the past.  The printing house provided Project Harmony with a 
3% discount for the printing of Community Connections folders.  Both discounts resulted 
in a total of savings of $55 USD. 
 
Azerbaijan 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
USAID/Azerbaijan determined CC themes to include Injury Prevention, Inter-Religious 
Cooperation for Civil Society Development, Improving the Quality of University 
Education through Student Activity and Involvement, Handicraft Production and 
Marketing, Health Promotion and Communication: Family Planning, Reproductive 
Health or Women’s Health, Promoting Women’s Participation in the Electoral Process, 
and Small Agri-business Cooperatives. 
 
On January 12, the CC team began promotion in Ganja and Yevlakh cities. A 
presentation and question and answer session lasted about two hours. About 60 doctors 
and representatives of local and foreign NGOs were in attendance.  

 
On January 18, PH presented the CC program in Baku with the participation of USAID 
Social Sector Adviser Valerie Ibaan, Caucasus Regional Director Jeff Groton, official 
representatives from the Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan Republic, doctors and local 
NGO representatives. CC coordinators Afag Aghayeva and Abbas Musayev presented 
one of the CC themes approved by USAID (Injury Prevention) to the participants. 

 
On January 19, Project Harmony conducted consultations in Ganja city. About 50 people 
attended. Participants were informed about all aspects of Community Connections and 
USAID. PH staff conducted sessions on how to fill out application forms, 
recommendation letters and where to submit all documents. Almost all participants that 
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attended the January 12th  promotion came to get more information about program and 
application procedures. 

 
CC Azerbaijan selected ten participants for the Injury Prevention exchange and is 
currently recruiting participants for Improving the Educational Environment, Inter-
Religious Cooperation for Civil Society Development, Health Promotion, and 
Handicrafts Production and Marketing. 

 
On 27-28 March Abbas Musayev, Logistics Coordinator gave presentations and 
consultations on the Handicrafts Production and Marketing exchange in Fuzuli and 
Sabirabad. 

 
Throughout the first half of March Afag Agayeva gave presentations to Universities in 
Baku on the Improving the Educational Environment exchange program. 

 
On 29 March Abbas Musayev gave a presentation to 40 religious leaders, government 
officials and media on the Inter-Religious Cooperation for Civil Society Development 
exchange. 
 
Project Harmony submitted VERFs for Injury Prevention, Improving the Educational 
Environment and Handicraft Production and Marketing. 
 
Media Coverage: 
The CC Injury Prevention program was announced in four newspaper announcements in 
the daily newspapers Ayna and Zerkalo, and has advertised on the web portal 
www.azerweb.com. 
 
The presentation of Inter-Religious Cooperation for Civil Society Development appeared 
on all the Azerbaijani television networks and in a number of printed and electronic 
newspapers. http://www.today.az/news/society/24564.html 
 
Meetings:  
On January 30, CC Coordinators Afag Aghayeva and Abbas Musayev met with Mrs. 
Sevil Mamedova, Deputy of the Strategic Planning Department of the Ministry of 
Education. They provided information about USAID’s CC program, focusing mainly on 
Injury Prevention and Improving the Quality of University Education through Student 
Activity and Involvement programs. 
 
March 13 Kerry Cosby discussed the Health Promotion Exchange with Marianna Nosa, 
Chief of Party of the ACQUIRE project in Azerbaijan. 

 
On March 24 Kerry Cosby met with the director of OSI in Azerbaijan to discuss how OSI 
could build upon the Improving the Educational Environment exchange by including 
participating schools in their youth activism program. 

 

http://www.azerweb.com/�
http://www.today.az/news/society/24564.html�
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Abbas Musayev met with Gulshan Aliyeva, Head of the Azerbaijan Handicrafts 
Association, about the Handicrafts Production and Marketing Exchange. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CC Logistics Coordinator Abbas Musayev has negotiated with the chiefs of the Ganja 
and Yevlakh regional health departments to conduct presentations using their conference 
rooms without charge. 
 
Abbas Musayev worked with Gulshan Aliyeva for free presentation space for the 
Handicrafts Production and Marketing Presentations. 
 
 
Georgia 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
The PH/Georgia office was closed for several days as a result of the recent gas and 
electricity crisis. Tbilisi was without power and heat for a number of days, hampering 
program implementation.   
 
The CC/Georgia annual program plan was drafted. Participants for the first professional 
group in Arts and Crafts Management were selected and approved by the USAID 
mission. Finalists were contacted and assistance was given in the completion of 
applications and other necessary documentation. 
 
Informational and other materials necessary for the recruiting process were finalized and 
sent for publication. 
 
On March 14 Project Harmony (PH) conducted the Tier Two orientation for the Arts & 
Crafts Management group, which is the first CC program group under USAID/Georgia.  
The group departed to the U.S. on March 15th and was hosted by the International 
Visitors Center of Chicago. 
 
March was dedicated to promotion and consultation for three business groups and an 
Information Technology (IT) group.  During the promotion process, meetings with 
business associations were held and direct emails announcing the 2006 program start for 
CC groups were sent to almost all business and IT communities in the country. 
 
Production of CC program promotional and printed materials was finalized.  This 
package includes brochures, folders, notepads and letterhead. 
 
March 30 was the deadline for applications for the 2006 business and IT groups.  The 
program received 75 business and 25 IT development applications. 
 
Media Coverage 
Project Harmony staff has used popular printed and electronic media to promote the 2006 
CC groups.  Information about the CC program, recruitment stages, themes and venues, 
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as well as deadlines and program eligibility requirements were published in the two 
leading Georgian and English newspapers and one employment and job internet portal: 
 

1. 24 Hours is a Georgian language newspaper with the highest circulation in the 
country.  The promotion appears on page four under the business section (half 
page of the newspaper) with the title “Internships in the U.S. for 
representatives of small and medium sized businesses and other professionals 
from Georgia”. The advertisement was posted for one week, March13-17. 

2. Georgian Business Week is an English language weekly newspaper, most read 
and respected among the Georgian business community.  The advertisement 
was posted at the beginning of the second page with the title: “USAID 
announces 2006 Community Connections program launch”.  The 
advertisement was posted for two weeks, March 13-20. 

3. Program promotional news for the 2006 groups were posted to the most 
popular (2500 – 3500 visits per day) employment and job internet portal 
“JOBS.GE” (http://www.jobs.ge) 

 
A formal launch and press conference for the CC program took place in mid-April at the 
USAID conference hall, where the newly returned Arts & Crafts Management group was 
invited to speak about their experience in the U.S. 

 
Meetings:  
The PH/CC Regional Manager, Jeffrey Groton traveled to Baku to assist CC program 
staff with planning and completion of VERFs and to meet with local USAID mission 
representatives. 
 
Cost-saving measures:  
PH/Georgia hired an accounting and auditing firm with USAID experience, in order to 
act in full compliance with Georgian regulations.  It cost less than hiring a private 
accountant. 
 
Project Harmony received an official letter from the Deputy Ministry of Finance of 
Georgia stating that Project Harmony, as a subcontractor for the USAID Community 
Connections program, is free from VAT and other taxes.  Using this letter, all purchases 
and most of the expenses made through the program were VAT exempt. 
 
 
Russia 
 
Noteworthy Events:  
USAID/Russia approved final themes and regions for CC recruiting. A tentative 
recruiting calendar has been created for the rest of the program year. The calendar calls 
for three groups to travel on April 25, with two groups leaving every second week after 
this through the end of August 2006.  In January, seven VERFs were submitted to 
USAID/DC for approval.  

 

http://www.jobs.ge/�


 27

On January 28, CC Russia’s first participant orientation was held in Samara. Seven final 
candidates were in attendance, as well as one facilitator and both the program director 
and manager from Moscow. Pictures from the event have been provided to World 
Learning and USAID. 

 
A template has been created and placed on the Internet for use as a permanent website 
and as a communications medium for Project Harmony, World Learning and local 
USAID missions. The template site contains tools for automatic updating of news as well 
as internal web forums and approval tools for inter-organization approval of documents 
and images (in light of USAID branding policy). As of the end of the month, design and 
content development were under way and it is expected that the permanent site will open 
in late Spring. 

 
Development has begun on database tools that will allow automatic generation and 
cataloguing of VERF documents, as well as Security Risk Inquiry documents required by 
USAID/Russia. 

 
Dialogue was opened on the possibility of partnering Community Connections with 
USAID/Russia’s Youth LINX program. The purpose of the partnership would be to send 
two-three groups of youth leaders (18-24 years old) from Russia to the United States. As 
proposed by the Democratic Initiatives department at USAID/Russia, these groups would 
possibly be funded by special performance funds. 
 
Two VERFs were submitted to USAID during March 2006 and both were approved by 
the end of the month: Elections, Media and Voter Awareness: National, Regional, and 
Local Levels (Yekaterinburg) And Urban Development and Planning. 
 
Community Mobilization for HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care, and Stigma Reduction, CC 
Russia’s first group, returned from Philadelphia, PA. This group consisted of seven 
medical professionals and was the first to travel under USAID management of 
Community Connections. Debriefing activities for this group are scheduled for April 15 
at the Samara American Center, andwill include a survey and discussion on available 
resources for CC alumni.  
 
Central Russia/Siberia 
Final candidates were selected for upcoming groups from Irkutsk and Novosibirsk.  

 
North Caucasus 
Recruiting in the North Caucasus continued in March 2006 with the introduction of two 
groups focusing on Rights of Disabled and Community Involvement in Health 
Promotion. The program promotion and call for applications ended on  March 27th  with 
44 applications for the Rights of Disabled and 31 applications for Community 
Involvement in Health Promotion. Candidates are all from Vladikavkaz, Beslan and 
Alagir. 
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NGO Development and Coalition Building in Rostov-na-Donu/Stavropol has been 
finalized. Candidates will attend the Tier One orientation on April 2. 

 
Far East 
Recruiting for two groups finished in the Far East on March 7  Women’s Rights in the 
Primorskiy/Khabarovskiy regions and Civic Activism and Volunteerism at the 
Community Leve” in the Primorskiy region. A total of 111 applications were collected – 
49 for Civic Activism and 62 for Women’s Rights.  Application reading took place on  
March 9 in Vladivostok and Khabarovsk. Interviews took place on March 11 in 
Nakhodka, Vladivostok and Khabarovsk. 
 
Meetings: 
On  March 7, final selection took place in Moscow for two groups - Irkutsk (Civic 
Engagement, Policy Issues and Public Outreach) and Novosibirsk (Social Assistance and 
Poverty Alleviation). As a result, ten finalists and five alternates for each group were 
selected and invited for an orientation o  April 2. 

 
On  March 7, final selection took place in Moscow for the NGO Development and 
Coalition Building group recruited from Rostov and Stavropol. As a result, ten finalists 
and five alternates were selected and invited for an orientation on April 2. 

 
On  March 20, four selection committee members were invited for the Civic Activism 
and Volunteerism at the Community Level and for the Women's Rights Far East groups. 
As a result, ten finalists and five alternates for each group were selected and invited for 
orientations that were held on April 15 and April 22. 
 
Media Coverage:  
A temporary website has been built for Project Harmony CC activities. All PH offices 
have submitted comments. The site can be accessed at www.ccfrussia.ru.  
 
Staffing:  
Beginning on January 20, Alan Uadati was hired as CC Program Coordinator for the 
Northern Caucasus.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Three facilitators were recruited to help with the next three groups from Russia on April 
25. Facilitators will be placed in Rostov-na-Donu, Stavropol, and Irktusk so as to 
minimize travel costs in the recruitment phase.  
 
All participant airline tickets purchased to date have been at a cost of around 60% of 
original projections. 
 
Success Stories: 
One candidate from the ommunity Mobilization for HIV/AIDS Prevention, Care, and 
Stigma Reduction group has been invited to study in Philadelphia, one candidate has been 
invited to attend an international conference on HIV/AIDS in Europe, and all candidates 

http://www.ccfrussia.ru/�
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have established permanent contacts and cooperation agreements with organizations and 
professionals in Philadelphia.  Rais Khayretdinov from the Samara HIV/AIDS group 
received a grant from PSI for the support of his HIV/AIDS center. PSI was one of the 
organizations the group visited while in the US.  
 
Ukraine 

 
Noteworthy Events: 
All documents for program registration and organizational accreditation with the 
Department of Coordination of International Technical Assistance and European 
Integration at the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine were submitted to the contractors’ 
support unit at USAID/Ukraine on January 13th.   On March 22nd, the Community 
Connections Program received its registration document from the Ministry of Economy 
of Ukraine, and Project Harmony (PH) received its accreditation certificate.  
 
USAID/Ukraine provided PH with a list of 10 groups that have received approval for FY 
06: NGO Management – Press Clubs; HIV-AIDS Combating Stigma and Discrimination; 
Community Foundation Local Resource Mobilization, Energy Conservation (Project 
Harmony), Waste Management (Public Affairs), Small Town Clubs (Public Affairs) 
Neighborhood Associations (Eurasia Foundation), NGO Management, Under the 
HIV/AIDS & Democracy umbrella (International Republican Institute), Capacity 
Building Among Legislators, and Youth Advocacy. 

 
In February, two VERFS were approved for funding: HIV-AIDS Combating Stigma and 
Discrimination and NGO Management – Press Clubs.  
 
HIV-AIDS Combating Stigma and Discrimination recruitment was conducted in Crimea 
February 13 – 17.  Project Harmony staff Ira Tushnytska and Oleh Davydenko traveled to 
Simferopol for recruitment and consultations.  The cities of Feodosiya, Bilohirs’k, 
Bakhchisaray and Kuybysheve were also visited for meetings and presentations. The 
application deadline was set for February 28 and the interviews will take place in 
Simferopol on March 15-16. 

 
Recruitment for NGO Management – Press Clubs was conducted countrywide mainly 
through a USAID contractor, CURE (Center for Ukrainian Reform in Education), and 
through direct mailings to press clubs and press associations via the Internet.  45 
applications were received.  The applications were passed on to two evaluators, both 
former Ukrainian Fulbright scholars working in the field of journalism/media.  The 
review committee met on February 28. Also present were the USAID/UA activities 
manager, Tamara Palyvoda, and PH staff.  Thirty-four candidates were selected for 
interviews scheduled in Kyiv for March 14-15. 

 
After discussions with USAID/UA, it was decided that the Capacity Building among 
Legislators group would be made up of participants from the Ukrainian government at 
the national level.  The VERF was approved by USAID/UA on February 23 and 



 30

forwarded on to USAID/DC for final confirmation.  Because of the upcoming 
parliamentary election in Ukraine the recruitment and travel will take place in the fall. 

 
In March, USAID/UA approved the following VERFs for funding and the proposed 
travel dates:  Small Town Clubs/After School Children’s Clubs Management  
(Kirovohrad Oblast), Community Foundations/Local Resource Mobilization (Luhansk 
Oblast); Community/Neighborhood Associations (Odesa and Mykolayiv Oblasts); and 
Waste Management (Odesa and Mykolayiv Oblasts).  

 
The HIV-AIDS application evaluation panel met in Kyiv on 9 March.  Experts were 
Nataliya Moyseeva, a pediatrician who works at the Odesa Regional AIDS Centre, and 
Ella Skybenko, HIV/AIDS Program Manager for Holt International Children’s Services 
in Kyiv.  They identified twenty-one individuals to be interviewed in Crimea on April 15-
16.  The interviewers were Tamara Palyvoda, CC Activities Manager - USAID/UA and 
Olena Sabinina, a doctor of infectious diseases at the Poltava Oblast HIV/AIDS 
Prevention Center.  Also present was PH staff member Olya Svyrydenko. 

 
Interviews of the 34 candidates for the NGO Management: Press Clubs program took 
place in Kyiv on March 14-15.  The interviewers were Svitlana Kolesnik, Program 
Management Assistant/Office of Democracy and Governance/USAID/UA and Tamara 
Kustay, a TV journalist and anchor/producer of a TV program on economics 
“Crossroads.”  PH staff Simon Rasin and Oleh Davydenko also sat in on the interviews.   

 
Two PH staff members, Olya Svyrydenko and Simon Rasin traveled to Kirovohrad 
Region on March 27 –31 to conduct recruitment for the Small Town Clubs/after School 
Children’s Clubs program.  They visited the cities of Kirovohrad, Novoukrainka and 
Svitlovodsk where they conducted meetings, program presentations and consultations.   

 
Meetings:  
PH staff had an opportunity to describe the Community Connections Program to the 
Head of the Department of International Cooperation at the Ministry of Education and 
Science of Ukraine at a meeting on January 17.  
 
PH met with Oksana Maydan and Iryna Movchan from the Center for Ukrainian Reform 
Education (CURE) on January 17 to discuss the Press Club group.  It was agreed that a 
program description, cover note and application forms would be forwarded to CURE for 
distribution among their members.  They were also sent a sample VERF to help in 
preparing the program goals.  The application deadline was set for January 30. 

 
On January 18, PH met with the Institute for Sustainable Communities (ISC)/Ukraine 
Citizen Action Network (UCAN) Project to review details about the HIV-AIDS 
Combating Stigma and Discrimination group.  A sample VERF was later sent to UCAN 
to assist in preparing a description of the desired training. 

 
On February 6, a meeting was held with Yuriy Piskalyuk from the Eurasia Foundation to 
discuss the content of the Community/Neighborhood Associations VERF. 
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On February 10, PH staff met with USAID/UA activities manager, Tamara Palyvoda, to 
review the themes, discuss PH staff comments and determine the regions for the balance 
of programs for Ukraine. 
 
On March 28, a telephone meeting took place between Yevheniya Malikova of 
USAID/UA and Ivanna Reed to discuss content of the NGO Management: 
Professional/Business Associations Program.  A draft program description was submitted 
to Tamara Palyvoda and Yevheniya Malikova on March 31st. 
 
Tamara Palyvoda and Ivanna Reed met with Andriy Mitskan of USAID/UA to discuss 
the Energy Efficiency VERF.  Later they also met with Judy Schumacher of USAID 
about the Community Connections Program.  Judy indicated that she would be traveling 
to Washington, D.C. in early April and planned to meet with USAID staff there to talk 
about program issues including the budget.   
 
On March 20, Tamara Palyvoda and Ivanna Reed met with Tatiana Kistanova and Vica 
Grib of the Contractors Support Unit of USAID/UA to review local visa processing 
requirements.  Fifteen weeks are recommended for this process in Ukraine. 
 
Yevheniy Grigorenko and Ivanna Reed met with the Director of the General Management 
for Services to Foreign Representative Offices on March 29 to determine the process of 
registering host-country national employees.  This is the structure through which 
organizations with a Ministry of Economy accreditation must register staff.  Having 
received all necessary Ministry of Economy documents, Project Harmony was able to 
submit a stencil for the organizational stamp to the Ministry of the Interior of Ukraine on 
March 31.  The timeline for issuing the stamp is 6 - 15 days. 
 
In Kirovohrad, staff met with the director of the Institute of Socio-Cultural Management, 
the Head and Deputy Head of the Department of Youth and Sports of the Regional State 
Administration, the Head of the Municipal Department of Family and Youth, the Head 
and three assistants of the Center for Children and Youth, the Head and Deputy Head (in 
charge of extra-curricular activities) of the Regional Department of Education, the 
Director of the Boychenko regional Library for Youth, the coordinator of the Kirovohrad 
Press-Club of Reforms.  In Novoukrainka, staff met with the head of the Department of 
Youth and Sports and in Svitlovodsk they met with the Director (and CC alumna) of the 
Central City Library, the Heads of the Regional and City Departments of Youth and 
Sports.  Application deadline was set for April 17 th . 
 
On March 30 th, Ivanna Reed met with Iryna Konchenkova from the School of Equal 
Opportunities in Kyiv and with Tetyana Mikhnovets (a CC alumna), president of a 
Vinnytysa based NGO, “Mrs. World” to talk about the Youth Advocacy Program.  The 
VERF was submitted to Tamara Palyvoda on the same day. 
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Media Coverage: 
On February 16th, a press conference was conducted at the IREX Pro-Media Center in 
Simferopol during a recruitment trip to Crimea.  Advertisements, announcing the 
Community Connections Program, were placed in three all-Crimea newspapers.  TV 
announcements appeared on the Crimean State TV –Radio Company.  
 
A press conference was held at the Kirovohrad Press–Club of Reforms on March 30th.  
Twenty-two individuals including press and TV journalists attended.  Press advertising 
for the CC program was placed in five newspapers of the Kirovohrad Region. 
 
Staff Updates: 
Oleh Davydenko and Simon Rasin were hired for the remaining open Project Harmony 
positions of Program Coordinator and Logistics Coordinator.  Oleh began working 
February 13th. He is an alumnus of the U.S. Department of State sponsored Eurasia 
Undergraduate Program.  Simon came on board on February 28th.  He is an alumnus of 
both the Eurasia Undergraduate Program and the Muskie Program, also funded by the 
U.S. Department of State.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
PH and the office landlord are completing a tenancy and services agreement. 
 
As an accredited NGO, PH has been able to receive discounts on program advertising and 
other services.  In March, costs were saved on application translations and advertising 
totaling approximately $300. 
 
 
AMERICAN COUNCILS 
 
 
Belarus  
 
Noteworthy Events: 
The first VERF for a business program involving international standards for financial 
reporting (IFRS) was submitted to USAID/DC on February 10. Informational flyers and 
applications were distributed through Community Connections alumni listserv on 
February 27. 
 
Information was distributed to BIZPRO (USAID partner organization working in the 
field of accounting and finance) on February 28.  Information was also distributed 
through Muskie and CASE program listservs.  
 
The Belarus recruitment plan for the American Center’s IFRS Business Program and 
procedures finalized in March. Forms for first and second rounds of competition for IFRS 
Business Program were completed (instructions for selection committees, evaluation 
forms). Suggested review committee recommendations were sent to USAID. 
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American Councils received a contract from medical clinic LODE to conduct medical 
examinations. 
 
Through the CAP-CIPA Project, Community Connections program information was 
distributed to 400 alumni. Information distributed via e-mail to alumni of the business 
school of Belarusian State University. 200 informational leaflets were distributed by the 
American Center to International Professional Accountant training group. 
 
The CC application form for the Belarusian Business Program was finalized. 
 
The selection committee met on March 22-24: Kevin Reiling (Dir., American Center), 
Oksana Yelova (Dep. Dir., American Center), James Rodriguez (APAO, U.S. Embassy-
Minsk), Svetlana Lobur (CC Alumna 1999). On March 27, 20 semi-finalists were 
selected.  Semi-finalist interviews were conducted on March 30. Committee was 
comprised of the following: Oksana Yelova (Dep. Dir., American Center), Alexander 
Chirkov (Program Specialist, USAID-Minsk), James Land (PAO, U.S. Embassy-Minsk), 
Sergei Danilovich (CC Alumnus 1998), Valeriy Elovskikh (Director, CAP-CIPA Project 
in Belarus). 
 
Meetings:  
American Councils met with five USAID partner organizations: American Bar 
Association/Central European and Eurasian Legislative Initiative, CNFA, BIZPRO, 
Eurasia Foundation, Christian Children’s Fund to discuss plans for potential Community 
Connection projects. 
 
American Councils met with three local private clinics to discuss options and payment 
for medical examinations. 
 
Cost-Saving Measures: 
By maximizing USAID’s partnerships with existing organizations and cooperative 
programs, American Councils will be able to minimize their advertising and recruiting 
costs for all five projects that are currently being planned. 
 
 
Kazakhstan 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Informational interviews for 20 applicants in Ust- Kamenogorsk and Pavlodar were 
conducted and as a result 23 applications were received from those regions.  Additional 
48 applications were received from youth NGO leaders.  
 
American Councils selected and instructed 3 application readers; 2 American citizens and 
a local NGO leader.  4  readers reviewed and evaluated 44 applications and ranked 20 
semifinalists for USAID/CAR approval.  2 staff members and 3 PCVs in Kazakhstan 
from the NGO Development Program conducted interviews with 19 semifinalists in 
Taraz, Pavlodar and Ust-Kamenogorsk for the Youth NGOs exchange program.  The 
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Mission approved 10 finalists and 3 alternates representing youth NGOs from 7 different 
regions of Kazakhstan.  

. 
Media Coverage:  
Two articles on CC program promotion events were published in local Pavlodar and Ust-
Kamenogorsk newspapers. 
 
Meetings:  
American Councils hosted 2 roundtable meetings with CC program presentations at Ust – 
Kamenogorsk and Pavlodar for NGOs, mass media and state officials. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Advertising/promotion press releases were distributed to 6 regions and articles were 
published in 2 local newspapers without charge. 
 
American Councils saved money on translation fees by inviting 2 Americans with 
Russian language skills to sit on the Application Reading Committee.  
 
Translation in Kazakhstan costs a lot more than it does in Uzbekistan, and so in order to 
save costs copies of applications were sent to Uzbekistan for translation 
 
 
Kyrgyzstan  

 
Noteworthy Events:   
Official program start-up press conferences were conducted and a promotional campaign 
has been launched.  More than seven hundred application forms were distributed and sent 
via e-mail.  
 
Recruiting trips to Kara-Kol and Naryn were undertaken on February 1- 7, 2006.   
Two presentations with approximately 30 representatives of different NGOs and 
associations were organized at the Karakol Resource Center “Soros Foundation” and 
three consultations were held in the NDI Resource Center for Supporting Democracy.   
Two presentations with approximately 55 active leaders and members of different NGOs, 
and three consultations were conducted in the Naryn Soros Foundation and NDI 
Resource Center. Several meetings took place with the Center of Adult Education and 
Regional Departments of Education and Community Connections program alumni in 
Karakol and Naryn. 

 
The first application deadline of the Community Connections program in Kyrgyzstan was 
on February 13, 2006. The Bishkek office was flooded with applications and candidates. 
Overall, 529 applications were received.  452 applications were registered as delivered by 
the deadline and 77 applications were registered as late delivered applications. During the 
entire following week, late applications still kept coming. 
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From February 14 – 17, all applications were pre-screened  to check eligibility 
requirements, such as experience, age, work place, date of registration etc.  165 out of 
452 were selected for the Application Review Panel.  Carrie O’Rourke - Mercy Corps, 
Deputy Director, Rahim Ismailov - BOMCA/CADAP Deputy Regional Program 
Manager and two representatives from the American Councils office – Kimberly 
Verkuilen - Country Director and Manas Mambetsadykov - CC Program Assistant 
reviewed the applications.   
 
Application Review Panel met from Feb 25-28, in the AC /Bishkek office.  30 applicants 
were selected for interviews. On March 4- 5, 21 candidates were interviewed in Bishkek 
office by Nathalie Losekoot, Associate Country Director, the Eurasia Foundation and 
Yulia Gorbunova, CC Program specialist, ACCELS. Damian Wampler – Fulbright 
Researcher and Yulia Gorbunova on March 7, 2006 in Osh, interviewed nine candidates. 
USAID representatives observed the interview process in Bishkek and Osh. 

 
Tier One pre-departure dates were set for April 1st (Bishkek) and April 6th (Osh), and all 
necessary documents were prepared for conducting the PDO in Bishkek and Osh.   
 
Media Coverage: 
Press releases in Russian, Kyrgyz and English were sent out to more than twenty mass-
media institutions via e-mail.   Additionally, advertisements were placed in various 
newspapers, TV Channels, and Radio Stations.  CC new stories were also placed on the 
Internet (http://www.gazeta.kg, http://www.gazeta.kg/articles/2006/01/16/start/,  
http://www.akipress.kg/news/24991, http://fergana.akipress.org/?id=18116) 
 
Meetings:  
The American Councils Program Manager organized and conducted eleven meetings 
with some of the largest NGOs and associations in Kyrgyzstan such as the Coalition for 
Democracy and Civil Society, Civil Society Against Corruption, the Association of Civil 
Society Support Centers, the Women’s Rights to Land in KR project, Association of 
Crisis Centers and many others.  Additionally, two presentations for active NGOs took 
place in the Interbilim resource center in Bishkek and Osh and one presentation in the 
NDI Center in Karakol.  98 active members and leaders of different NGOs participated in 
these presentations.  
 
From January 24 to January 31, the first recruiting trip to the southern region of 
Kyrgyzstan was undertaken. In Osh and Jalalabat, the Program Manager met with the 
representatives of “drop-off” offices (Soros Foundation Oblast Resource Centers), 
conducted presentations, and held consultations for all applying candidates.  
 
A Community Connections alumni meeting was held on January 27 and January 30, 2006 
in Osh and Jalalabat. Alumni had the chance to learn about new Community Connections 
requirements, the grant program for alumni, sign-up for the alumni list-serve, and share 
their experiences about the selection process Each alumnus/a got a packet with program 
information and an application form in order to help with recruitment outreach. 
 

http://www.gazeta.kg/�
http://www.gazeta.kg/articles/2006/01/16/start/�
http://www.akipress.kg/news/24991�
http://fergana.akipress.org/?id=18116�
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Cost -Saving Measures:  
An American Councils Program Assistant offered to distribute application forms in a CD 
format, This was an effective and convenient way to cut down expenses for application 
duplicating. 
 
Damian Wampler, Fulbright scholar, agreed to volunteer as an interviewer. In Osh, CC 
alumna Myrzaeva Bahtygul provided an interview room free of charge.  
 
 
Tajikistan 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
USAID/Tajikistan finalized the CC themes to include: tourism, fruit and vegetable 
processing, food safety, religious rights/religion in a secular society, training for textbook 
authors, and journalism and mass communication.  
 
American Councils/Tajikistan conducted recruitment consultation hours daily from 
December 26, 2005 to January 6, 2006.  160 applications were received for the Healthy 
Lifestyle Education Program from Dushanbe only.  Applications received were translated 
into Russian.  American Councils identified application evaluation panel, conducted 
explanatory training and distributed the applications. They conducted final meetings with 
the application review panel and identified 29 semifinalists out of  30 candidates. The 
interview panel consisted of USAID representative, AC representative and an outsider. 
Interviews were held February 13-15, 2006. The interview panel short listed finalists and 
alternates and the list was sent to USAID for approval. 
   
AC reached out to NGO community contacts in order to identify goals and objectives for 
fruit and vegetable processing and tourism programs. VERFs for tourism and fruit and 
vegetable processing were submitted to USAID for approval. 
 
A Tier One orientation was conducted with 10 finalists and 1 alternate (out of 5 alternates 
3 were disapproved and 1 rejected the status of being an alternate). The USAID 
representative was invited to congratulate the first group from Tajikistan.   
 
A reception was held at the U.S. Ambassador’s residence in the honor of Mr. Ahmed 
Younis, National Director of Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC). Mr. Younis and 
Nisso Rahmonova discussed an upcoming CC Religion in a Secular Society program. Mr. 
Younis has offered his assistance and endorsement in identifying various religious 
organizations in the U.S. and invited participants from Tajikistan to visit MPAC in 
Washington, DC if at all possible.   
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Meetings: 
On March 10, Mrs. Nino Nadiradze, CARE International Technical Advisor, Dan 
Stanley, Country Director, and Nisso Rahmonova, Program Manager met with the CARE 
Representative to discuss issues regarding tourism and delivered application forms for 
distribution. 
 
A briefing was held with the U.S. Ambassador to Tajikistan regarding the Community 
Connections Program in Tajikistan. Mr. Richard Hoagland, U.S. Ambassador to 
Tajikistan; Mrs. Melissa Scherer, Deputy Director USAID/CAR/Dushanbe; Ms. Nisso 
Rahmonova, Community Connections Program Manager/Tajikistan; Mr. Dan Stanley, 
ACCELS Program Officer/Tajikistan; Mr. Evan McCarthy, and Acting PAO, U.S. 
Embassy were present during the briefing.    
 
Media Coverage: 
American Councils was interviewed by one of the local newspapers Charkhi 
Gardunabout the CC program.  
 
Cost-Savings Measures: 
The web-design and hosting for all Central Asian Community Connections programs was 
consolidated in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, resulting in overall cost savings.  
 
All qualified candidates for the Tourism program in Tajikistan were identified in 
cooperation with CARE International, which saved funds on advertising and recruiting.  
  
 
Turkmenistan 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Candidates for the group Grass Roots Initiatives in Community Activism were nominated 
by a selection committee composed of a USAID Representative, Department of State 
Representatives, and Counterpart Consortium.   Tier One pre-departure orientation was 
conducted on Monday, January 23, 2006 for the group prior to their departure for 
Heartland International in Chicago.  All program and participant information was entered 
into TraiNet database and transferred to VCS system. Tier Two Orientation was 
conducted on Tuesday, February 21, 2006. At the orientation the participants reviewed 
travel information, customs and immigration forms, received their plane tickets, and 
reviewed their Visitor Education Plan (VEP). 
 
The VERF for Youth Alternatives to Drug Use program has been approved by CAR 
USAID and was submitted to WL/DC. The candidates were nominated by USAID in 
conjunction with USAID contractors and other organizations that have worked with host 
country nationals on drug demand reduction and HIV/AIDS related issues. The following 
organizations submitted their nominations: Zdrav +, Project Hope, Counterpart 
Consortium, UNFPA, UNAIDS, National Red Crescent of Turkmenistan. Semifinalists 
were selected based on the recommendations from the Application Review Panel. 
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A VERF for Small Business Development for Entrepreneurs was developed by American 
Councils office in Ashgabat, approved by the USAID Representative in Turkmenistan 
and submitted to CAR USAID for final approval.  
 
 
 
Meetings: 
The CC Program Coordinator attended a USAID/EDP Presentation on Entrepreneurship 
Development hosted by PRAGMA on March 10, 2006 and conducted a presentation on 
the Small Business Development for Entrepreneurs to approximately 25 Turkmen 
businesspersons. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Media coverage for the groups Grass Roots Initiatives in Community Activism and 
Youth Alternatives to Drug Use was not provided, due to political considerations. 
 
Cost Savings Measures: 
American Councils received a discount from the Nissa Hotel where the participants were 
accommodated before the departure to the United States. Thus American Councils was 
able to save half of the amount budgeted for the hotel stay for the Tier Two orientation. 
The Program Coordinator has developed a Power Point presentation, which will be 
provided to each of the four American Corners, managed by ACCELS.  The American 
Corner Representatives will conduct general presentations about the Small Business 
program, which will save money on transportation and accommodations – as the Program 
Coordinator will not need to travel to conduct recruitment and advertising. 
 
 
Uzbekistan 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
On January 18-19 interview sessions were held for the participants for the Trafficking in 
Persons Group. Interview panel included two representatives from USAID Mission in 
Uzbekistan (Hayrulla Mashrabov and Dinara Mirzakarimova) and two representatives 
from AC. Finalist’s lists along with alternates list was made and then approved by 
USAID/CAR.  
 
The Trafficking In Persons (TIP) group returned home on March 29th, 2006.  

 
USAID/CAR approved VERF for two themes:  Credit Union Professional Development 
program and Improving Quality and Accessibility of Maternal-Child Health Services 
(MCH) program. Recruitment for these programs has begun. 

 
The VERF for the next theme (Water Users Associations in Uzbekistan) is in the process 
of development and is almost ready for submission to USAID/CAR.  

 
Media Coverage: 
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St. Paul Pioneer Press published an article about the TIP program on March 13, 2006.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
American Councils combined Tier One and Two pre-departure orientations to decrease 
overhead costs and to meet the deadlines for documentation prior to the departure date.  
 
In order to minimize the participants’ travel costs, tickets are reserved in advance.  
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I. World Learning/DC Updates 

 
 

 
   Washington, D.C. 

 
Group/Visitor Arrivals: April -October, 2007 
 

Country Number of Groups Number of Visitors 
Armenia 3 30 
Azerbaijan 6 56 
Belarus 5 48 
Georgia 5 50 
Kazakhstan 1 10 
Kyrgyzstan 2 20 
Moldova 3 30 
Russia 12 119 
Tajikistan 2 20 
Turkmenistan 3 29 
Ukraine 10 98 
Uzbekistan 4 38 
Total 56 548 

 
Program Highlights: 
 
As indicated in the chart above, World Learning successfully procured, monitored and 
evaluated 56 programs for 548 visitors during this period.   
 
While World Learning’s field sub-contractors, CSED, Project Harmony, and American 
Councils, worked with their respective USAID missions to determine specific program 
themes, design VERFs and conduct a thorough recruitment and selection of CC visitors, 
World Learning conducted an extensive procurement process to select the most 
appropriate Hosting Organizations.   
 
Recruitment and selection procedures include intensive outreach, application review, 
interviewing, testing, collection of participant data, international travel arrangements, 
visa processing, and pre-departure orientation including SWOT analysis for all groups.   
 
A transparent procurement allows World Learning to select the most appropriate Hosting 
Organizations based on a competitive bidding process of soliciting two capability 
statements for each program.  In order to secure two submissions per program, World 
Learning contacted an average of 3 Hosting Organizations per program (Hosting 
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Organizations were contacted 168 times during this period).  Based on the capability 
statements submitted by the Hosting Organizations, World Learning provided USAID 
Missions with recommendations for 56 Hosting Organizations best able to meet overall 
program objectives through proposed cultural activities, site visits, home-stay 
placements, job-shadowing and effective action planning sessions. 
 
Attached is the World Learning 2007 Community Connections 2007 Bidding List.  This 
report tracks Hosting Organization bidding status of all programs for FY07 programs.  
Also attached is the 2007 Community Connections Procurement Status Report which 
indicates programs by Country/ VERF Approval/Program Dates/Hosting 
Organization/VEP Approval.  
 
Updates and Deliverables: 
 
April 27, 2007 World Learning submitted to EGAT a revised USAID-VERF document 
and completed VERF sample.  The revisions include a greater emphasis on the cultural 
objectives of the Community Connections Program. 
 
April 27, 2007 World Learning submitted to EGAT recommended Themes for 2008 
based on lessons learned from 2006-07 programming.  
 
April 30, 2007 World Learning submitted its October 2006- March 2007 Semi-Annual 
report to USAID/EGAT.  
 
May 1, 2007 World Learning submitted to EGAT a USAID In-Country VERF Template 
document.   
  
May 15, 2007 World Learning submitted a proposal to EGAT for the 2008 Stage II 
procurement process. The proposal included a recommendation to conduct a performance 
evaluation for current pre-qualified Hosting Organizations.   
 
May 31, 2007 World Learning received 3 Stage I proposals in response to the quarterly 
RFP deadline from Lift the Children, University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) and a 
resubmission from UT-Austin. Lift The Children and UNL were both pre-qualified. UT-
Austin was not pre-qualified as they did not meet the minimum requirements. 
 
July 17, 2007 World Learning submitted a revised Stage I 2008 RFP for approval. 
  
September 27, 2007 World Learning received one Stage I proposal to the quarterly RFP 
deadline from Florida House. Florida House was not pre-qualified. They did not meet the 
minimum requirements. 
 
September 28, 2007 World Learning conducted a Performance Evaluation of all 2006-07 
prequalified Hosting Organizations.  The following areas of performance were evaluated: 
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• Procurement Process: Capability Statements, Draft and Final Program 
Schedules, Budgets, Timely submission of deliverables; 

• Program Content: Home-stay placements; Experience America Activities, 
Technical Content, Action Planning; 

• Staffing: Interpreters, Program Management/Coordinators, Logistical Support, 
Technical Experts; 

• Program Administration/Management: Timely & Effective Communication, 
Responsiveness to program/visitor needs and ability to make adjustments, Crisis 
Management/Judgment skills. 

 
Evaluation results will be sent to USAID/EGAT and the respective Hosting 
Organizations mid-October.  Hosting Organizations will be asked to address any 
deficiencies prior to working on FY08 programs. 
 
Program Site-Visits: 
 
In July 2007 Eric Corens, Senior Program Officer, a program orientation, monitoring 
session and an evaluation with the Ukrainian Capacity Building Among Legislators 
Program in Washington, DC.  The program was hosted by Georgetown University 
Center for International Education and Development.  
 
August 8-10, 2007 Troy Miller, Program Officer, conducted a site-visit to Kalamazoo, 
Michigan to monitor the Russian Community Based Assistance to Vulnerable Children 
Program being hosted by Colleagues International.   
 
In August 2007, Eric Corens, Senior Program Officer, made several site visits to 
Baltimore, MD to conduct a program orientation, a monitoring session, and attend an 
action planning session with the Business Education and Training Program from 
Belarus. The program was hosted by the World Trade Center Institute. 
  
Conferences and Presentations: 
 
Colin Davies and Dorothea Antonio conducted a session at the NAFSA Annual 
Conference in Minnesota from May 29 to June 1, 2007. The session titled “How to 
Become Involved with The Community Connections Program”. 
 
September 17-19, 2007 Lisa Posner Olocco, Community Connections Director, traveled 
to Budapest, Hungary to participate in a 2-day E&E Bureau Training Officers Workshop 
on HICD, Participant Training, and Community Connections.  Lisa conducted a 
presentation entitled “Design and Development of Community Connections Programs”. 
      
Washington, D.C. Cost Saving Measures:  
 
As a result of budget negotiations and Host Organization cost share a total of $663,483 
has been saved for this time period. 
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Hosting Organization Outreach:   
 
World Learning hosted visitor meetings with the following schools to discuss the 
Community Connections Program: Georgetown University, Minnesota State University, 
World Services La Crosse, University of California, Santa Cruz, Colorado State 
University  

World Learning met with representatives from the following schools at the 2007 Annual 
NAFSA Conference to discuss the Community Connections Program:  

American Association of Community Colleges     Saint Mary's College, MD 
Drake University, IA      Saint Joseph's University, PA  
Villanova University PA     Appalachian State University, NC  
Humboldt State University, CA    University of Nebraska, Lincoln 
Oklahoma State University     George Mason University, VA  
Chestnut Hill College, PA     Doane College, NE  
University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire    Foothill College, CA  
Walsh University, OH     DePauw University, IN  
University of Evansville, IN     University of Alabama  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUBCONTRACTOR  
MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORTS 
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II. Sub-Contractor Field Office Monthly Activity Reports 

 
 CSED/Moldova 
 

 
Noteworthy Events:     
Three programs were implemented this period: Combating Corruption in Controlling 
Authorities hosted by International Affairs Council of North Carolina; Quality Control in 
Wine Production Sector Group hosted in the US by the California State University, 
Sacramento; and NGO Capacity Building Group hosted in the US by the Vermont 
Council on World Affairs (VCWA).  

PDOs were held for the 3 groups where the final schedules provided by the Host 
Organization was translated and presented; the passports and the airline tickets were 
distributed. All the participants signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports 
with US visa and tickets. All the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for 
transportation to the airport. The day following the PDO, each group departed for the US. 
 
CSED conducted a debriefing meeting on April 11 for the Human Resources 
Management program that completed their program in March. It was possibly the best to 
date due to the great efforts of Renee Berrian and Project Harmony staff and Milena 
Alexander and World Learning staff.  
 
CSED conducted debriefing meetings on June 8th for the Combating Corruption in 
Controlling Authorities Group.  The general impression of the group regarding the 
cultural and professional components of the program was very good.  

CSED conducted a debriefing meeting on July 27, 2007 for the Quality Control in Wine 
Production Sector group and on August 3, 2007 for the NGO Capacity Building group. 
The general impression of both groups regarding the cultural and professional 
components of the program was very good. 
 
CSED met with representatives of Civil Society, International Projects and 
Organizations, Governmental Officials to identify themes for the 2008 CC program.   
After multiple meetings with USAID and US Embassy representatives 4 themes were 
approved:  

1. E-Government in Moldova (Building Information Society) 
2. Public Acquisitions Specialists 
3. Elections, Media and Voter Awareness 
4. Teachers in Journalism 
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Meetings:  
Constantin Schendra, CSED Country Manager, participated in a meeting with Mr. 
Douglas Menarchik, Acting Europe & Eurasia Assistant Administrator, during his official 
visit to Moldova.  Mr. Douglas Menarchik presented the work of the USAID’s Bureau for 
Europe and Eurasia and their plans for the future. Mr. Douglas was the highest ranked US 
official that visited Moldova in the past 10 years.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Program alumni shared their experiences gained in the Higher Education Administration 
program while on internship in the US.  Mr. Nicolae Sali wrote in the “tête-à-tête” 
newspaper an article about his experience in the United States of America.  Mrs. Tincu 
Liliana also published an article named: “I Found Out How the Public Is Informed” in 
the Unghiul newspaper.  
 
Alumni from the Human Resources Management group prepared a report to the 
Government of the Republic of Moldova about their internship in the US. The most 
important issues included in the report were the skills and experience gained in the 
United States and the strategic plans and goals of the group.  
 
Tamara Gheorghita from the Human Resources Management group was interviewed by a 
local TV station where she shared the experience gained in the United States of America. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CSED is using the VAT exemption for all the expenses related to the program. 
PDO-s and Interviews are held at CSED’s office, allowing savings on room rental.  
CSED negotiated a group discount with the traveling agent as well as free taxi vouchers 
for transportation to the airport for all the participants.   
 
 

 
Project Harmony / Armenia 

 

 
Noteworthy Events: 
CC/Armenia received approval from USAID for both the Museum Management VERF 
and the Business Unions and Associations VERF. 
 
The B&B Customer Service group returned to Armenia on April 13, 2007; a debriefing 
session was held and the report sent to World Learning. 
 
Interviews were held in mid-April for the Armenian Poultry Processors: Food Safety 
theme.  Out of 32 semi-finalists, 15 were selected as finalists and alternates. Three 
participants did not pass the medical exams. As a result, ten finalists and two alternates 
were identified.  On May 18, the CC team conducted a Tier I Orientation.  All ten 
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candidates successfully passed their visa interviews at the US Embassy and on June 26 
the Tier II Orientation was conducted for the group. Naomi Wachs, the Community 
Connections Regional Director, was present at the Tier II Orientation and made a 
welcome speech at the session.  The poultry group departed to the US on June 28, 2007.  
 
CC/Armenia staff began recruitment for the Museum Management theme. Promotion 
was conducted in nearly all regions, and included announcements in local papers and 
email lists. The deadline for application submission was May 21. Fifty-one applications 
were received. After CC staff did the initial screening, the application reading committee 
reviewed the applications on May 31. Out of 48 applicants, 33 were invited for 
interviews. Three participants did not pass the medical examinations. As a result, ten 
finalists and two alternates were identified for the Museum Management theme. The 
group will depart for the US on August 2, 2007.  
 
CC/Armenia staff conducted nine-month post-program interviews with the Special 
Education group and the Environment group.  Evaluation reports are attached. 
 
CC/Armenia received approval from USAID for the Water User Associations (WUAs) 
VERF.   Promotion was conducted in Yerevan, Ararat, Aragatsotn and Armavir regions 
where the WUAs are mainly located. The deadline for application submission was 
September 20. Thirty-two applications were received.  
 
CC/Armenia team conducted Tier I and Tier II Orientations for the Museum Management 
group. The group departed for the US on August 2, 2007 and returned to Armenia on 
August 24, 2007. A debriefing session was held for the group on September 7 and the 
report sent to World Learning. 
 
CC/Armenia staff began recruitment for the Business Unions and Associations theme. 
Promotion was conducted in Yerevan as they are mainly concentrated in the capital city. 
Announcements were located in local papers and email lists. The deadline for application 
submission was July 30, 2007. Thirty-nine applications were received, and of them, the 
reading committee recommended 28 be invited to interviews.  All ten finalists and five 
alternates successfully passed the medical examinations and the Tier I Orientation was 
held on September 25.  The group will depart for the US on October 25, 2007.  
 
CC/Armenia staff conducted a debriefing session for the Poultry group on August 1 and 
sent the report to World Learning.  
 
2008 CC themes were submitted to the USAID for final approval.  
 
Meetings: 
The CC/Armenia staff met with Ara Barsam from USAID and Elizabeth Pelletreau from 
Pol-Econ department at the US Embassy to discuss the theme Business Unions and 
Associations.  USAID representatives and the CC staff were concerned about the 
objectives of the theme and recruiting the necessary pool of candidates.  Based on the 
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meeting, CC staff researched the amount of unions and associations and after a follow-on 
meeting with USAID staff, it was agreed to proceed with the theme. 
 
CC Regional Program Director Naomi Wachs visited Yerevan for two days to meet with 
staff. While there, she participated in the Tier II Orientation conducted for the poultry 
group.  
 
Jack Medzorian from Cambridge-Yerevan Sister City Association (CYSCA), a US 
Hosting Organization, made a (self-funded) visit Armenia and met with the CC/PH 
Armenia team. CYCSCA has been selected as the host organization for the Museum 
Management group, and Mr. Medzorian met the participants and learned more about the 
program objectives as well as the individual visitors backgrounds.  
 
On June 28, the CC/Armenia staff hosted CIU (Center for International Understanding) 
representatives who were on a self-funded visit to Armenia and Georgia. Participating in 
the meeting were members of the CIU delegation, alumni from the Local Government 
Administration theme, CC /Armenia staff, and the president of the Caucasus Bureau of 
the Center for International Understanding Karen Galstyan. Future collaboration between 
the alumni and the hosts and networking opportunities were discussed at the meeting. The 
CIU delegation was delighted with their trip. The president of the CIU Sudhakar 
Jamkhandi mentioned that this initiative demonstrates what an important role alumni 
activities play for the Community Connections program.  
 
The CC/Armenia staff met with Edith Petrosyan, Program Assistant from the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation at the US Embassy, and Tigran Kalantaryan, Irrigation Project 
Officer from Millennium Challenge Account. Both provided support and information to 
the CC team in designing the VERF and identifying the target group for the WUAs 
theme.   
 
The CC/Armenia staff met with the Director of Water Sector Development and 
Institutional Improvement Project Implementation Unit Adibek Ghazaryan and Support 
Team Coordinator Karen Dadoyan. They helped CC team with the promotion of the 
theme.  
 
CC/Armenia team met with Yeva Hyusyan and Ara Barsam from USAID to discuss 2008 
themes and success stories.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Announcements for Museum Management theme were placed in the local newspapers 
Hayastani Hanrapetutuyn, Aravot.   
 
Shirak local TV highlighted one of the presentations conducted by the CC/Armenia team 
within the Museum Management theme.  
 
Announcements for Business Unions and Associations theme were placed in the local 
newspapers Hayastani Hanrapetutuyn, Aravot, Azg, Delovoj Express, Novoe Vremja.   
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Cost-Saving Measures: 
CC/Armenia staff conducted presentations for the Museum Management theme in Lori, 
Gegharkunik, Tavush, Shirak, Armavir regions for free, thereby saving about 225 USD. 
 
AUA Business Center gave CC/Armenia a discount of 5 USD for the Tier II Orientation 
for the Armenian Poultry Processors: Food Safety.  
 
CC/Armenia staff conducted presentations for the Water User Associations theme in 
Ararat, Aragatsotn and Armavir regions for free, thereby saving about $180. 
 
The designer of new promotional materials provided CC with a $50 discount, and the 
publishing company provided CC with a $340 discount. 
  
Staffing Updates: 
Christine Tshgnavoryan, the CC Program/Logistics Coordinator returned from her 
maternity leave on June 1, 2007. Piruza Manukyan’s contract was extended for three 
months, until August 31, 2007 to provide continued support to the CC staff.  
 
Project Harmony moved to a new office.  Mariam Martirosyan was appointed as a new 
PH Country Director.  As such she will spend approximately 30% of her time on CC. 
  
  

Project Harmony/Azerbaijan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On April 3 CC staff conducted the Tier 2 orientation for the Urban Planning group. The 
group left for Cincinnati, OH on April 4 and returned to Baku on April 26. 
 
On April 9 CC staff conducted the Tier 1 orientation for the Healthcare Financing group 
with the participation of USAID’s partner organization IMC and a CC’06 Alumnus. On 
May 15 CC staff conducted the Tier 2 orientation for this group. The group left for 
Cleveland, OH on May 16 and returned to Baku on June 7.  
 
On April 13 CC staff conducted the Tier 1 orientation for the Public Service Marketing 
Campaigns group with the participation of USAID’s partner organization IREX-
promedia and a CC’06 Alumnus. On May 21 CC staff conducted the TIER II orientation. 
The group left for Louisville, KY on May 22 and returned to Baku on June 13.  
 
On May 2 CC staff conducted the Tier 1 orientation for the Rural Financing group. On 
July 10 CC staff will conduct the Tier 2 orientation for this group and group will leave 
for Portland, OR on July 11.  
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CC staff conducted presentations and consultations for the Youth and Amateur Sports 
and Interest-based Associations exchange in Baku, Sheki, Guba, Lenkaran and Sumgayit 
from April 11 to April 20. A total of 85 applications were submitted for participation in 
this group. On June 20 CC staff conducted the Tier 1 orientation for this group with the 
participation of USAID representative and a CC’07 Alumnus. The group traveled to San 
Diego, CA on September 12.  
 
On June 29 CC staff conducted the Tier 1 orientation for the Promoting Women’s 
Participation in the Electoral Process group. The group traveled to Washington, DC on 
September 13.  
 
On July 10 CC staff conducted the Tier 1 orientation for the Rural Financing group. The 
group left for Portland, OR on July 11 and returned to Baku on August 2. On August 10 
CC staff conducted debriefing meeting with the group. 
 
On September 11 CC staff conducted the Tier 2 orientation for the Youth and Amateur 
Sports and Interest-based Associations with the participation of a USAID representative. 
The group left for San Diego, CA, on September 12 and will return to Baku on October 4.  
 
On September 12 CC staff conducted the Tier 2 orientation for the Promoting Women’s 
Participation in the Electoral Process group. The group left for Washington, DC on 
September 13 and will return to Baku on October 5.  
 
In July and August CC staff conducted 6-9 months evaluation interviews with all groups 
of CC 2006.    
 
Media Coverage: 
Participants of Urban Planning exchange have published articles in the newspapers: 
Farah Aliyeva, Corresponded of Gun Sahar newspaper, published 4 articles about 
Cincinnati. Mir Teymur Mammadov, Journalist and Painter, published an article in the 
Realniy Azerbaijan newspaper about roads in Cincinnati. 
 
Gubad Ibadoglu, Chairman of Economic Research Center (ERC) and participant of 
Healthcare Financing group published article about the group’s trip to Cleveland on the 
ERC website http://www.erc-az.org/News.php 
 
Announcements on Youth and Amateur Sports and Interest-based Associations exchange 
recruitment were published in newspapers: Futball, Zerkalo, Ayna and III Sektor. 
 
On July 27 Kerry Cosby, Project Harmony Program Director, and Sariya Hasanova, 
Project Harmony Program Manager, met with Jonathan Henick, and Gulara Aliyeva, 
Public Affairs Office of the US Embassy, and Sarvat Maharramov, Program Management 
Specialist, Program/Project Office at USAID Caucasus/Azerbaijan to discuss potential 
themes for FY2008. 
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In August Kerry Cosby, met with the USAID Economical Growth SO team discussed 
new themes for 2008. 
 
On September 14 Kerry Cosby and Sariya Hasanova met with USAID Health SO team to 
discuss new themes.  
 
On September 17 Kerry Cosby and Sariya Hasanova met with Ruziyya Ramazanova, 
USAID Program Management Specialist/Health, and Olga Zues, Chief of Party for the 
USAID Primary Health Care Strengthening Project, to discuss new themes. 
 
On September 20 Naomi Wachs, Project Harmony Regional Director, visited the 
Azerbaijan office to meet with staff and discuss program activities, successes and 
challenges of 2007 groups and regional updates.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Space for the Tier 2 orientation meetings for three groups and for a debriefing meeting 
with one group was provided by the American Educated Alumni Association (AAA). 
 
The Social Union of Sumgayit Youth provided a room for the presentation of the CC 
Youth and Amateur Sports and Interest-based Associations exchange and placed an 
announcement in the local newspaper. 
 
Regional department of Youth and Sports in Guba provided a room for the consultation 
meeting for the CC Youth and Amateur Sports and Interest-based Associations exchange. 
 
The regional department of Youth and Sports in Sheki provided a room for the 
presentation and consultation of the CC Youth and Amateur Sports and Interest-based 
Associations exchange. Article about the Promoting Women’s Participation in the 
Electoral Process group’s visit to IFES was published on the website of the organization: 
http://www.ifes.org/features.html?title=Azerbaijanis%20Seek%20Solutions%20to%20De
cline%20in%20Women%25s%20Participation 
 
 

 
 
 

Project Harmony/Georgia 
 

 
Noteworthy Events:     
The reading and interview committee members for five professional groups were selected 
by Project Harmony and approved by USAID. Each reading committee consists of two 
independent local experts.  Each interview committee consists of two US citizens, experts 
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in their field, and who represent USAID/USG contractor organizations and academic 
institutions. 
 
In total, 268 professionals applied for the five professional programs offered this year. 
This includes: 69 applications for the health association program; 38 applications for 
community approach to drug abuse prevention; 36 applications for investigative 
journalism; 69 applications for environmental health, and 56 applications for wine 
tourism. 
 
The reading committees read through all applications and came up with a list of semi-
finalists for the interview committees: environmental health – 28 semi-finalists; health 
associations – 22 semi-finalists; investigative journalism – 25 semi-finalists; community 
approach to drug abuse prevention - 22; wine tourism – 20 semi-finalists.  
 
On June 27, 2007, Community Connections staff met a delegation from the Center for 
International Understanding, the host organization from Bluefield, WV, that hosted the 
NGO leaders group in 2006.  The one hour meeting was attended by the US delegation, 
three CC alumni, local newspaper journalists, Community Connections staff and USAID 
representative Howard Handler.  During the meeting, Mr. Jamkhardi, president of the 
Center for International Understanding and the head of the delegation, stated that CC was 
the best US exchange program he has worked on, and that he hopes to receive additional 
CC programs from the same region to continue to support ties between the two 
communities.  
 
Interviews for all 5 professional groups (health associations, drug prevention, 
environmental health, investigative journalism and wine tourism) were held in July. The 
15 candidates for each group were sent to the USAID Mission and approved. All 
interviews were conducted in Tbilisi, except wine tourism, which was held in Telavi. 
 
After USAID approval and background checks, all candidates were entered into TraiNet 
and all groups passed their medical exams, although 3 alternates did not pass their exams.  
All RecMemos were received and signed by USAID Mission during this quarter as well. 
 
Between September 11 and September 17, Tier I orientations for all five groups were 
held.  All alternates and finalists were in attendance. At the time of this writing, groups 
are in the process of going for consular interviews. 
 
Meetings:  
Berdia Natsvlishvili, PH Program Manager for Georgia and Tamuna Pruidze, Community 
Connections Logistics and Program Coordinator, conducted targeted program 
presentations for following groups in Tbilisi: environmental health; health associations; 
investigative journalism and community approach to drug abuse prevention. In total, 
approximately 95 targeted professional got a chance to meet program recruiters.   
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Naomi Wachs, PH Regional Program Director and Berdia Natsvlishvili, Community 
Connections Program Manager for Georgia conducted targeted program presentation for 
the wine tourism group in Telavi.  
 
Tamuna Pruidze conducted consultations for four programs in Tbilisi. In total, 70 
potential candidates of the program attended the consultations.   
 
Berdia Natsvlishvili conducted a consultation for wine tourism in Telavi. In total, 30 
potential candidates of the program attended the consultation.  
  
Tamuna Pruidze and Program Coordinator and Nino Dzotsenidze, Program 
Administrative Assistant provided phone and email consultations to interested candidates 
of the program. In total, approximately 120 phone calls and emails were received.  
 
Naomi Wachs attended a USAID Partner’s Roundtable for the 15 year anniversary of 
USAID in Georgia and how the CC program can take part in the proposed events.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Program announcements of the 2007 Community Connections groups were posted in 
several of the most popular Georgian newspapers: 24 Hours daily (ad run for five days); 
Resonance daily (ad run for 5 days); Kviris Palitra weekly (ad run for 1 weekly paper).  
 
Program announcements of the 2007 Community Connections groups were also posted to 
the web portal jobs.ge for two months. 
 
The weekly English newspaper Georgia Today featured a story about the program, 
entitled “Community Connections: Encouraging Partnerships Between Two Countries”. 
The article describes the program as an important grassroots initiative supporting 
Georgian and US linkages between communities and people.  
 
The weekly English newspaper Georgia Today featured a story “West Virginia and 
Samtkhe-Javakheti Linked by Community Connections Program”. The article describes 
the five-day visit of the US delegation to the NGO alumni from the Samtkhe-Javakheti 
region.  
http://www.georgiatoday.ge/article_details.php?id=3157  
 
The English language daily newspaper The Messenger featured a story “US Hosts 
Families Visit Georgia”, about the five-day visit of the US delegation to the NGO alumni 
from the Samtkhe-Javakheti region.  
 
An article “You Only Have One Chance to Make a First Impression” about a CC 
reciprocal visit was published in the September 26-October 3 edition of the Adjara local 
newspaper Tourism  
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Cost -Saving Measures:  
CHF International, agreed to be an applications drop-off point and provide free space for 
program promotion, consultations, and orientations for wine tourism group in the Kakheti 
region.  
 
All presentations held in free venues: Ministry of Health conference hall; Caucasus 
Environmental NGO Network conference hall; Georgia Regional Media Association’s 
conference hall, CHF International Telavi Branch office and Project Harmony office in 
Tbilisi.  
 
CHF International donated their Telavi branch office’s conference hall to conduct 
interviews for the wine tourism program.  
 
 

 
Project Harmony / Russia  

 

 
Noteworthy Events:  
 
Far East 
Far East alumni organized a meeting on April 7 in the city of Khabarovsk, during which 
two success stories were written. Alumni also met in Vladivostok on June 15, where 
members of four different thematic groups met and designed an outline for a conference 
and lecture series they will conduct for exchange program participants, and some general 
ideas on how to bring representatives of their host organizations in the US to the Russian 
Far East. 
 
Recruiting and selection of one group was finished on April 26 (Combating Trafficking 
of Women in the Primorskiy Krai.) The group will depart during the final quarter of 
2007. Additionally, two groups from the Far East, Civil Society and Infectious Disease 
Control and Corporate Social and Ecological Responsibility Group, returned home 
successfully on June 9.   The Combating Trafficking of Women group from the Far East 
returned home from San Diego, California on August 11.  
 
Alumni from the two Khabarovsk region Community Connections groups, Civil Society 
and Infectious Disease Control and Corporate Social and Ecological Responsibility, met 
on September 8th.  
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120 pages of success stories and group reports were professionally edited and translated 
during this period and will be released during the next quarter as a bound publication. 
 
Siberia 
Two youth focused groups traveled from Tomsk, Siberia to the United States on May 23. 
The “Community Assistance to Vulnerable Children” and “Juvenile Justice” groups 
returned from West Virginia and Washington on June 15. Additionally, participants from 
the Irkutsk in the Baikal region of Siberia traveled to New York on June 14 for training in 
“Adolescent Reproductive Health” and returned to Russia on June 29. 
 
The “Adolescent Reproductive Health” (Irkutsk region) and “Community Assistance to 
Vulnerable Children” (Tomsk region) groups returned from the United States on July 7 
and July 26, respectively.  
 
Tomsk alumni organized a meeting on September 3, where members of three different 
thematic groups met and shared their action plan implementation stories, discussed ideas 
for joint projects, and suggested possible Community Connections themes for the region 
 
 
Central and Southern Russia 
Participants from the EU-bordered region of Kaliningrad traveled to Kansas City for 
Training in “Public Private Partnerships: Infrastructure Finance” on June 6 and returned 
to Russia on June 29. 
 
Recruiting, interviewing, and Tier I orientations for two additional groups occurred 
during this reporting period. Participants of the “Tolerance, Community Relations and 
Minority Rights” from Tatarstan, and “Historical Preservation and Heritage” from the 
Yaroslavl region will travel to Ames, Iowa and Boston, Massachusetts respectively 
during the next quarter of the program. 
 
The “Historic Preservation and Heritage” group from Yaroslavl region returned from 
Boston, Massachusetts on August 11. The alumni from the group met in Yaroslavl on 
September 8. A resulting news story and a newspaper article on Boston were uploaded to 
the CC website. 
Additionally, participants from Tatarstan traveled to Ames, Iowa on July 12 for training 
in “Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority Rights,” and returned to Russia on 
August 3. 
.  
 
Project Harmony’s Community Connections website reported the following statistics and 
news for the period: 
 
Twenty news stories and announcements were posted, as well as three new success 
stories from program alumni. Additionally, in order to boost website usage, an alumni 
contest was launched entitled "Share Your Success." The competition encourages alumni 
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to share their accomplishments and success in applying knowledge and skills learned 
during their participation in Community Connections program. The success stories will 
be posted to the CC web forums and will be included in future program promotional 
materials.  
 
Two electronic listserv mailing lists are operating. As of September 30, 611 users were 
subscribed to the "Competitions. Funds. Grants" mailing listserv dedicated to providing 
alumni with information on resources available to their projects 
(resources@projectharmony.ru).  This is an increase of 288 persons over the previous 
reporting period; 519 users are subscribed to the CCF-Russia Program News mailing list, 
(cc_news@projectharmony.ru), which is an increase of 223 new subscribers over the 
previous reporting period. A total of 40 announcements were sent to alumni subscribers. 
 
Total Page Views: 
April 19,913 
May 27,131 
June 12,516  
July 22:  606 
August 32:  851 
September 33: 442 
 
Unique Users: 
April 12,517 
May 14,590 
June 27,226 
July 28:  127 
August 24: 738 
September 19:  085 
 
Users per country (April-June 07): 
United States -  1116 - 18.95%  
Georgia – 1053 - 17.88%  
Russia - 855 - 14.52%  
Ukraine - 418 - 7.10%  
Azerbaijan –123 - 2.09%  
Armenia – 102 - 1.73%  
 
Users per country (July-August 07): 
United States: 1270 - 23.88%   
Russia: 735 - 13.82% 
Ukraine: 402 - 7.56%  
Georgia: 344 - 6.47% 
Azerbaijan: 94 - 1.77% 
Armenia: 77 - 1.45% 
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Meetings:  
On May 24 Svetlana Laletina, Community Connections Program Coordinator, met with 
Irina Isaeva, Marc Greenfield and Michael Catsi, representatives of ICMA (International 
City/County Management Association) to discuss possibilities for program coordination 
between Community Connections and the second phase of the Alaska Partnership 
Program. 
 
Media Coverage:  
 
English language media coverage includes the following: 
 
The article “Kansas, Russia try luck with gambling” was published on 2007-06-25 in the 
Kansas City Star: 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=74 
 

The article “In Story County” was published on 2007-07-25 in the Tribune's Story Today: 
 http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=90 
 
The article «Despite Different Cultures, They're Still Kids in Trouble» was published on 
2007-06-11 in the Kitsap Sun – a local Washington newspaper: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=52 
 
The article «Russian Social Workers Gain Insights With CASE W. Va. Visit» was 
published on 2007-05-30 in the Bluefield Daily Telegraph in West Virginia: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=49 
 
The article “Russian Professionals Study Local Child Assistance Programs” was 
published on 2007-05-25 in the Bluefield Daily Telegraph in West Virginia: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=48 
 
The article “Russian Social Services Officials to Study Region's Community-based 
Assistance” was published on 2007-05-25 in the Princeton Times in West Virginia: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=50 
 
 
Russian-language media coverage includes the following: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=47 and here, 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=51. 
 
The article «Wisconsin has enough heroes without DiCaprio. What else can be learnt on 
the Mississippi Banks?» (В Висконсине хватает героев и без Ди Каприо. Чему можно 
поучиться на берегах Миссисипи?) was published on 2007-06-22 in the Vladivostok 
daily newspaper, Vladivostok, Russia: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=51 
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The article «Journey to America: Here is this Street, Here is this House…» 
(Путешествие в Америку: Вот эта улица, вот этот дом...) was published on 2007-06-
06 in the Vybor newspaper, Artyom, Primorsky krai: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=47 
 
The article “Will Foreign Experience be Valuable?”(Пригодится ли чужой опыт) was 
published on 2007-05-31 in the Tikhookeanskaya Zvezda daily newspaper, Khabarovsk: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=46 
 
The article “Health on Insurance”(Здоровье по страховке) was published on 2007-05-08 
in the BusinessTV weekly newspaper, Rostov-on-Don, Russia: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=45 
 
The article "Journey to America: Russian Faith" (Путешествие в Америку: 
Верить по-русски) was published on 2007-05-23 in the Vybor newspaper, Artyom, 
Primorsky krai: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=53 
 
The article “How America Amazed Me” (Чем меня удивила Америка) was published 
on 2007-07-19 in the Vladivostok-Media, Vladivostok, Russia: 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=99 
 
The article “Blazing the Trail in Cooperation” (Прокладывая пути взаимодействия) 
was published on 2007-07-30 in the Third Sector Without Borders Newsletter, 
Kaliningrad, Russia: 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=104 
 
The article “My Introduction to America” (Моё открытие Америки) was published on 
2007-08-02 in the Novaya Gazeta, Rostov-on-Don, Russia: 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=108 
 
The article “It is Our America Now” (У нас теперь – своя Америка) was published on 
2007-08-02 in the Krestyanin (Peasant) Newspaper, Rostov-on-Don, Russia: 
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=105 
 
The article “Teenagers are Similar Everywhere” (Молодые везде строптивы) was 
published on 2007-08-17 in the Uchitelskaya gazeta, Irkutsk, Russia:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=109 
 
Maria Gulevskaya's Series of Articles (Серия материалов Марии Гулевской об 
Америке) was published in Issue 19, 2007 in the Business TV, Pyatigorsk, Russia:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=97 
 
The article “Trip to America” (Путешествие в Америку) was published on 2007-07-21 
in the Znamya Newspaper, Tomsk region, Russia:  
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The article “An Official on a Bike” (Чиновник на велосипеде) was published on 2007-
08-28 in the City N Newspaper, Rostov-on-Don, Russia:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=102 
 
The article “Democracy in Action or About my Trip to America” (Демократия в 
действии, или о том, как я побывал в американских застенках) was published on 
2007-07-06 in the Vybor Newspaper, Artyem, Far East, Russia:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=60 
 
The article “Galina Andreeva: “We’ll apply the best in our region” (Лучшее внедрим у 
себя) was published on 2007-07-17 in the Znamya Newspaper, Bratsk, Irkutsk region, 
Russia:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=107 
 
The article “To Understand America” (Понять и ощутить Америку) was published on 
2007-07-17 in the Health Barometer, Rostov-on-Don, Russia:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=68 
 
The article “Casino Saved Atlantic City from Desolation” (Открытие казино спасло 
Атлантик-Сити от вымирания) was published on 2007-09-13 in the Your Capital, 
Rostov-on-Don, Russia:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=106 
 
 
Natalia Gribacheva, Director of the Sayansk Women’s Help and Crisis Center, Irkutsk 
region, gave an interview to the local TV-12 station on her participation in the program. 
A copy of the interview recording is on file in the CC office. 
 
 
Staffing:  
Yulia Taranova, Part-Time Program Assistant, resigned on June 29 
Elena Konkina, Program Coordinator, joined Community Connections on June 13. Elena 
has several years of experience with nonprofit organizations including CC Partner 
Organization American Councils. 
 
Daria Khrapova, Regional Program Manger, joined Community Connections on 
September 1. Daria brings ten years of participant training experience to CC. She is 
familiar with US government and USAID procedures and regulations.   
 
Thomas Hill, CC Program Director, resigned on September 23 
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Project Harmony / Ukraine 
 

 
Noteworthy Events: 
 
Promotion took place for the “Book Publishing” group as well as for the “Industrial 
Waste Management, and Visual and Performing Arts Schools groups.”  Application 
deadlines, review panels and interviews took place during this period for four additional 
groups.    
 
Tier 1 orientations were conducted for the “Museum Management/Zakarpattya,” 
“Capacity Building for Legislators/Kyiv,” “Social Entrepreneurship to Support          
Vulnerable Families/National,” “Book Publishing and Distribution/Kyiv,” “Industrial 
Waste Management /Donetsk,” and “Visual and Performing Arts Schools/Zhytomyr” 
groups. 
 
Tier 2 orientations and US-based training programs were completed for the “Education 
Quality Monitoring/Kharkiv,” “Local Tourism Development/Chernivtsi,” Assistance to 
Vulnerable Families through Independent Media/Dnipropetrovsk,” and 
“Agribusiness/Poltava” groups. A “Business Development/Kyiv” program is in process at 
the time of report submission.  
 
In light of the political crisis that gripped Ukraine this spring, USAID decided to 
postpone its 15th Anniversary Exhibit from the planned 12 – 13 May date.  It was first 
rescheduled for sometime in September and then to 21-22 July.    
 
All of the following groups completed Tier 2  orientations and commenced their 
programs during the third quarter.  All but the last two completed the program during this 
time period as well.  Candidates from the last four groups received J-1 visas.  No one has 
been denied a visa this year.   
 
Museum Management/Zakarpattya  
Capacity Building for Legislators/Kyiv  
Book Publishing and Distribution/Kyiv 
Social Entrepreneurship/Country-wide  
Industrial Waste Management/Donetsk  
Visual and Performing Arts School Management/Zhytomyr  
 
The deadline to submit proposals for FY08 CCP themes was 31 August.  Twenty-five 
suggestions were received from the Embassy, USAID technical officers and partners 
(including PH).  Ten program topics will be selected in early October at a committee 
meeting empanelled by USAID.      
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Several participants of the Assistance to Vulnerable Families through Independent 
Media/Dnipropetrovsk group left their host families with large telephone bills.  The 
money was collected from these individuals and forwarded to the hosts. More 
information about buying/using phone cards and how phone calls are charged has been 
added to the materials shared at the orientations.   
 
The Business Development/Kyiv group returned from its five-week program at the 
International House of Metrolina (Charlotte, NC).  Although the participants reported 
being generally satisfied with the visit, the HO report raised some serious questions about 
the overall attitude and behavior of the group which they described as unprofessional in 
several cases.  This was disappointing news for staff as all the points raised (such as 
group activities, living with host families, dress, promptness and politeness) are fully 
discussed at the two pre-departure orientations.  Nevertheless, even more stress and focus 
will be exercised in the future to make sure that participants have not only a clear 
understanding of program conditions but also accept them fully.   
 
An IC-VERF and a Performance Solution Request Form: Technical Assistance was 
submitted for an alumni activity “Implementing Action Plans.” These were approved by 
the local mission and USAID/EGAT. Requests for proposals were sent to five in–country 
organizations. At a meeting with the activity manager a local organization, The Social 
Partnership Centre, was selected to conduct the event.  Although the budget is designed 
for 40 participants, all 200 FY 06 and 07 alumni will be invited to apply and the host 
organization will recommend finalists based on competitive criteria. The three-day 
activity will take place in Cherkasy 29 November – 1 December.   
 
Alumni from FY-06 have been contacted and asked to fill out the USAID on-line alumni 
form and the CCP alumni questionnaire that is located on the cc-ukraine.org.ua web page.  
All the individual action plans have been transcribed onto this site.  In addition to 
answering questions relating to their US experience, alumni have been asked to comment 
on the level of implementation of the individual and group action plans they developed 
while on program.   To date, about twenty alumni have filled out the post-program CCP 
alumni questionnaire that is located on the http://cc-ukraine.org.ua webpage.   
 
Meetings: 
At the request of the Ukrainian Association of Book Publishers, staff conducted a special 
presentation about the Community Connections Program and the theme Book Publishing 
and Distribution. About 30 people attended the event.   
 
Ivanna Reed attended a special meeting arranged by the American Chamber of 
Commerce along with the European and German Chambers of Commerce in Ukraine 
with President Yushchenko.  The event, which took place at initiative of the president, 
was intended to present the president’s position on the political crisis, the re-election of 
national deputies, the business and investment climate, and the commitment of Ukraine 
for European integration. 
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Following a one-and-a-half hour press conference about the US program, another hour-
and-a-half was devoted to a meeting between the Local Tourism Development 
Participants from Chernivtsi Oblast with the Association for Local Tourism.  The intent 
was not only to share information about the US experience but to develop an 
implementation plan based on what participants had learned in the US.  A working group 
was formed that has already met three times in the last two months.  One of the directions 
that the group is focusing on is to conduct joint projects with Romanian local tourism 
groups such as walking tours through both countries, rural tourism, the opening of a 
resource center for internal (Ukrainian) tourism. The city government has provided space 
for this group.  A website will be developed to increase access to information throughout 
Ukraine.  Another group which includes three alumni is preparing a proposal for a 
European grant to develop eco- and local tourism.     
 
The two-day USAID 15th Anniversary Celebration was held in Kyiv in July.  About 
twenty organizations that implement the agency’s projects were invited to participate.  A 
photo exhibit displayed highlights from a decade and a half of cooperation between 
Ukraine and the United States. Community Connections / Ukraine prepared a booth with 
information about the program, success stories and a slide show.  The official part took 
place on the first day of the event and included greetings from the Ambassador, the Head 
of Mission, several representatives of the Ukrainian government, NGOs and other 
beneficiaries of programs. The photo exhibit will be taken on the road and travel to 
several cities around Ukraine where similar commemorative activities will take place.  
USAID partners have been asked to assist in getting various program participants to these 
local events.  While the exhibit was in Lviv, Judy Schumacher, USAID/UA Director of 
the Office of Program Coordination and Strategy, took the opportunity to have dinner 
with alumni from the FY06 Energy Efficiency group and one participant from the FY06 
Press Club group.              
 
Media Coverage:  
Two press conferences were held (Zhytomyr and Donetsk).  These resulted in articles in 
three Zhytomyr print and one web publications. Three newspapers in Donetsk carried 
articles about the program and one local TV station held a live interview with a staff 
member.   A post-program press conference was organized by the Local Tourism 
Development group in Chernivtsi. Four regional newspapers and to local TV stations 
attended the event along with others interested in hearing about the US experience of the 
participants.  An article appeared in the Charlotte Observer re: Business Development 
Group participant, Viktor Ivashchenko. 
 
Volodymyr Bryskin from the Book Publishing group was interviewed by a correspondent 
of the Ukrainian newspaper Ukraina Moloda. Several other participants from this same 
group were interviewed by various media (including Voice of America and Diaspora 
publications) while they were on program in Chicago.         
 
Anatoliy Savchuk from the Social Entrepreneurship group posted an article about his 
U.S. experience on his organization’s web site:  www.factor-west.com.ua 
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American Councils/Belarus 

 

 
 

Noteworthy Events:   
The first two Community Connections groups for FY07 from Belarus, Domestic Violence 
Prevention and Improving the Quality of Life for People Living with HIV/AIDS, 
participated in their U.S.-based program and successfully returned to Belarus.  
 
Forty-five highly qualified business educators were recruited for the Business Education 
and Training program, slated to begin August 1.  Eleven finalists were selected and 
approved.  
 
The Local Economic Development program was successfully completed and participants 
have returned to Belarus. These 10 participants, recruited in March, left for the U.S. on 
June 15 and successfully ended their program on July 6. 
 
Applications reading and interviews were held for the candidates of the Small Business 
Development program. The 10 finalists selected departed for their program on Sept 13. 
 
Alumni of the five groups of CC 2006 (45 out of 50 total) participated in a reunion that 
took place at the Official Residence of Karen Stewart, U.S. Ambassador to Belarus. More 
than 70 individuals – CC alumni, representatives of the U.S. Embassy, USAID and other 
partner organizations – took part in the event, which offered formal and informal 
opportunities to share the experience of cultural exchange, discuss professional projects 
and present professional and personal achievements. The nearly five-hour event was able 
to accommodate a conference that invited representatives of the groups to present via 
Power Point and slides their groups’ experience of living and working in the U.S. as well 
as their professional activities and projects program participation has helped them to 
initiate. The event helped to strengthen CC alumni professional and social networks 
while offering U.S. Government representatives in Belarus a more complete picture of 
Community Connections and its successes. 
 
The last two groups of FY07, Local Economic Development and Business Education and 
Training, successfully participated in their U.S.-based programs and returned to Belarus.  
 
American Councils’ Small Business Development program went through a complete 
cycle: the pool of candidates was recruited in April, 10 finalists were selected and 
prepared for the program, including all necessary paperwork and orientation, and 
participants departed and returned to Belarus. 
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Twelve potential FY08 themes were developed by American Councils and suggested for 
USAID-Minsk’s consideration. After consulting with Embassy partners, the Mission 
chose six new themes for the next cycle that are to be developed into VERFs and 
administered as programs: Volunteers and Volunteer Movement, Mother and Child 
Health, Nature Conversation and Resource Management, Integrating Disabled People 
into Society, Substance Abuse and Cultural Preservation. 
 
Meetings:  
A reentry seminar was held at American Council’s office for participants of Belarus’ 
Domestic Violence Prevention group in June. The participants’ opinions on how the 
program was administered from recruitment to their return were voiced and discussed. 
 
Pre-departure orientations were held for the Local Economic Development and Business 
Education and Training programs. The meetings addressed the issues of participants’ 
travel schedule, the goals of the program activity, conditions of sponsorship, 
administrative details, and American vs. Belarus culture and practices. 
 
USAID-Belarus (Chuck Howell) and the USAID-Kiev representatives (Peter Argo) met 
with the ACER Director and CC Program Coordinator to discuss CC progress to date, 
successes and challenges as seen from the implementer’s perspective.  
 
Reentry seminars were held at American Council’s office for participants of Belarus’ 
Improving the Quality of Life of PLHA and Local Economic Development groups in July 
and August. Participants expressed their opinions on how their program was administered 
throughout the entire process. USAID-Minsk representatives attended and contributed to 
feedback sessions. 
 
American Council’s Small Business Development group gathered in early August for a 
pre-departure orientation. The meeting addressed issues relevant to participants’ travel 
schedule, the goals of the program, conditions of sponsorship, administrative details, and 
issues related to cross-cultural communication and understanding. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Ms. Alesia Charniauskaya and Ms. Liudmila Yakusheva, participants of the CC 2007 
Domestic Violence Prevention group, together with Ms. Marharyta Priakhina, a 
participant of the CC 2006 Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect group, gave a talk on 
Belarus’ Radio Channel 1 on the challenges society faces with respect to many aspects of 
human violence. They discussed the means available to and used by Belarusian 
authorities and social services agencies in tackling challenges.  They also discussed the 
policies that could ideally be used and the experience they gained on their Community 
Connections program in the U.S. 
 
A participant of the CC 2006 Farmers’ Associations Development group, Mr. Pavel 
Latyshkevich, was interviewed by a representative of a local newspaper. A two-page 
story was about Mr. Latyshkevich’s experience on a Community Connections program in 
Sacramento, California, in November 2006. Mr. Latyshkevich explained how the 
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opportunity broadened his knowledge on effective farming and demystified many 
features of American culture. 
 
Ms. Inesa Baranava, a participant of 2007’s Domestic Violence Prevention group, was 
interviewed by a local newspaper. Ms. Baranava pointed out the differences between the 
treatment of domestic violence in Belarusian families and U.S. families.  Of particular 
interest to Ms. Baranava were the various and diverse means developed in the U.S. of 
combating domestic violence, including legal tools, shelters for victims and 
psychological treatment for abusers. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Pre-departure orientations for all CC groups were held at the American Councils office, 
thereby saving funds on rented space. 
 
 

American Councils/Kazakhstan 
 

 
Noteworthy Events:   
During this reporting period two VERFs were submitted for USAID approval:  
The Infection Control and Blood Safety program and The Capacity Building for Media 
NGOs program.   
 
Ten human rights defenders from Zhambyl, South Kazakhstan and Almaty oblasts 
successfully participated in a Human Rights program hosted by Heartland International, 
Chicago, IL.  
 
Recruitment for the Infection Control and Blood Safety group took place in the South 
Kazakhstan oblast.  The program promotion and call for applications ended on May 4 
with 31 applications. Ten program finalists departed for the US on August 1st.  
 
Based on the management model that he witnessed during his time on the Community 
Connections SME Development Program in Portland, Oregon during July of 2006, Petr 
Sukhinin completely restructured the Business Entrepreneurs Association of Kostanai 
Oblast.  Both state officials and businesspeople utilize the services of the association, 
which has been recognized as an expert on small business development in the region.  
The association provides analysis and consultations to its clients, and is lobbying for 
legislative change on the regional level.  The association’s recommendations on the ‘Law 
on Private Business’ was adapted by local government in 2007.  The association also 
works closely with regional level government officials to analyze the suitability of new 
businesses in the region to operate.  Mr. Sukhinin and colleagues work with 
entrepreneurs on legal aspects of starting a business.  In addition, the association has 
already provided trainings for over 240 businesspeople using models adapted from the 
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CC program.  Since returning to Kostanai, Mr. Sukhinin has also worked with CC 
program alumna Larissa Bozhko to organize a forum for 210 young businesspeople of 
Kostanai Oblast on the following themes:  Foundation of Management Principles, Public 
Relations, Financial Management and Business Planning.   
 
American Councils Community Connections program staff, together with the USAID 
program support office, organized and conducted a press conference aimed to raise the 
level of publicity and awareness of CC/USAID in Kazakhstan. Zhakupova Anara, Youth 
program alumna and Duissupov Shakirt, Health Financing Options program alumna took 
part in the press conference.  An article about the press conference was developed for 
consideration as a USAID success story (article and photograph attached).   
 
Business Associations Program Alumna Tatyana Khodorovskaya has directly applied 
knowledge gained from her exposure to the Association of Hotels and Restaurants in 
Massachusetts to her work with the Kazakhstan Association of Hotels and Restaurants.  
She has used program materials to organize and carry out two training sessions for over 
20 large Almaty region hotels in March and August of 2007.  The trainings covered 
issues of guest reservations and registration.  A third training on hotel events 
management is being planned for November 2007. 
 
Ten specialists from health facilities in the South Kazakhstan Oblast and the Ministry of 
Health participated in “Infection Control and Blood Safety” (ICBS) in the US from 
August 1-21, 2007 hosted by the International Center of Worcester.  
 
Recruitment for the "Capacity Building for Media NGOs” group was completed in the 
following the Pavlodar Oblast, the Karaganda Oblast, Astana and Almaty.  The program 
promotion and call for applications ended on September 7th with 36 applications, This 
number was well above the 15-25 applications expected by the USAID Mission technical 
office, given the fairly narrow topic theme.  Ten program finalists will depart for the US 
on November 28. 
 
American Councils Community Connections program staff, together with the USAID 
program support office and US Embassy PAS, organized and conducted a press 
conference in Shymkent to raise the public awareness on the ICBS program results upon 
the program completion. Twenty three national and oblast Mass Media representatives 
participated in the conference.  The event was reported on two nationwide television 
channels and was widely reported in the press.  (Attached are two articles from national 
newspapers and the list of media reports from the conference.) 
 
Anara Zhakupova (Youth NGOs Program Participant) represented Kazakhstan at the 
September 2007 Asia Pacific Young Leaders Programme on Environment for Sustainable 
Development in Shanghai, China.  Anara shared her knowledge of NGO work both in the 
US and in Kazakhstan with other program participants.  Young leaders from 35 Asia 
Pacific area countries attended the summit, and Anara was the only representative from 
Kazakhstan.  She utilized knowledge gained in the US to help develop a National 
Strategy for Sustainable Development during the leadership program.     
Recommendations from the National Strategy for Kazakhstan were shared with 
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representatives of the government and non-government sectors at the October 2007 third 
annual Civic Forum in Astana, Kazakhstan.   
 
Meetings:  
Community Connections program staff had a meeting with the USAID mission staff to 
identify goals and objectives for the Capacity Building for Media NGOs in Kazakhstan 
program VERF. 
 
CC program staff had four meetings with national level Media NGOs to provide surveys 
to identify the needs of media NGOs.  This survey was done in order to develop the 
program VERF.  
 
CC program staff had a meeting with Keith W. Sherper, Senior Consultant for 
International Science and Technology Institute and CC program auditor from EGAT. 
 
Program staff and USAID mission staff conducted a debriefing with ICBS program 
participants upon their arrival from the US. (An article from this event was published in 
the USAID/Central Asia newsletter.) 
 
CC program staff, together with the mission program officers, participated in an 
international round table meeting on “Islam in secular society” dedicated to the 
September 11 tragedies in the US.  
 
Media Coverage: 
There were 10 newspaper articles both in Kazakh and Russian, one national radio and 
seven TV reports from the press conference in Shymkent.  Among them, two newspapers 
(“Express-K” and “Kazakhstanskaya Pravda”) and two TV channels (Khabar and Astana) 
are national state media institutions. 
 
Additionally, there was an article on RSS program and number of articles and reports on 
USAID/CC program press conference.  Specifically, the Khabar National channel ran 
two reports.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
The Tier 1 PDO meeting for the Human Rights program and three days of interviews and 
the Tier 1 orientation for Infection Control and Blood Safety program were held free of 
charge at the Shymkent based branch office of NDI.  
 
Advertising materials for the Capacity Building of Media NGOs program were 
distributed free of charge via local partner organizations from the target regions. 
Specifically MEDIALIFE from Karaganda, DECENTA from Pavlodar, NIS from Astana 
put information on their web sites. 
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American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Ten female artisans from the rural areas of Issyk Kul and Naryn oblasts witnessed 
firsthand the work of artisans in Cleveland, Ohio under the ‘Handicrafts Small Business’ 
group in November 2006.  Upon return from the program, they utilized their newly 
gained skills to organize an association of craftspeople, “NAISK-Ohio,” in winter 2007.  
Each association member works with hundreds of women, children and elderly people 
involved in the crafts-making industry and help them to market and sell their crafts.  The 
association has been officially registered with the Ministry of Justice on a national level, 
and is working on a project of training village women on topics they were exposed to 
while in the United States.  Association member Svetkul Akmatova recently won a grant 
from USAID to teach other craftspeople how to make high quality goods and market 
them for an international audience.  The grant will also support publication of materials 
related to carpet and quilt production. 
 
On April 15th, a Tier 1 PDO for Religion in Secular Society group was held in Jalalabat. 
Program Specialist Yulia Gorbunova and Assistant Manas Mambetsadykov conducted 
the event. There were 15 participants from the Jalalabat oblast and the Uzgen region of 
the Osh oblast.  
 
Svetlana Mamutova, President of the Diabetes Association of Kyrgyzstan, has actively 
utilized skills gained during the 2006 “NGO Development and Role of Associations” 
program in Massachusetts to work on issues surrounding diabetes in Kyrgyzstan.  Since 
her return to Kyrgyzstan, she has been elected head of the Co-ordination Alliance, a 
group of ten organizations working with the diabetic population of the republic.  Through 
the framework of this organization, she has conducted two conferences in the regions of 
Kyrgyzstan for over 130 representatives of donor organizations, international and local 
NGOs and government deputies on budget transparency issues specific to providing 
diabetic people with medications.  She has also won a grant from the International 
Diabetic Association to support the institutional development of her association.     
 
April 30th  was the application deadline for the “Handicraft Small Business – Osh, 
Jalalabat and Batken” program and sixty applications were submitted to the American 
Councils office.   Fifty-four applications were pre-screened and as a result fourteen 
applications were disqualified due to absence of obligatory application documents.   
 
On May 7th and 6th, the Application Reading Committee evaluated the application forms 
for the above mentioned group.  The readers were: Kimberly Verkuilen, Country 
Director,American Councils; Sabina Uzakova, Open World Program Specialist, 
ACCELS; Cale Wagner, Program Recruiter for FLEX and YES Programs, American 
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Councils and Kyialbek Toksonbaev, Program Assistant, National Democratic Institute.   
The Committee evaluated 40 application forms and 20 applicants were chosen for 
participation in the interview.   
 
On May 19th and 20th  20 candidates were invited for interviews that took place in Osh.  
The interview committee consisted of Manas Mambetsadykov, Community Connections 
Program Specialist, American Councils, Yulia Gorbunova, former Community 
Connections Program Specialist, American Councils and Nate Smith, former Peace Corps 
Volunteer, Osh.  After the interview ten finalists and five alternates were recommended 
and the list of finalists/alternates was sent to the Mission for further approval. 
 
Ten finalists of the Religion in Secular Society group were interview at the Consular 
Department of the US Embassy in Bishkek to get their J1 Visas on May 24th.  The 
interviews were successful.  
  
On the 28th, the Tier 2 orientation for the Religion in Secular Society group was held at 
the Community Connections’ office. USAID/CAR representative David Hunsicker also 
participated in this training.  Kanatbek Murzahalilov, Religion in Secular Society-2006 
Alumna, gave useful tips and suggestions to finalists.  
 
The following day the Religion in Secular Society group left for the US through the 
Almaty. Manas Mambetsadykov, Community Connections Program Specialist, 
accompanied the group to Almaty.   The group returned to Almaty on June 20th. 
 
On July 14th the Tier 1 PDO for the Handicraft Small Business group was held in Osh. 
Program Specialist Manas Mambetsadykov and assistant Gulnura Abytalieva conducted 
the event. There were 15 invited participants from the Osh, Jalalabat and Batken oblasts.  
 
On August 23rd, 10 finalists of Handicraft Small Business had successful interviews at the 
Consular department of the US Embassy in Bishkek and received J1 visas.  
  
On the 28th, Tier 2 PDO for Handicraft Small Business group was held at the office of 
Community Connections Program by Program Specialist Manas Mambetsadykov and 
assistant Gulnura Abytalieva. USAID/CAR representative Myrza Karimov also 
participated in this training.  They left for the US via Almaty, the following day and 
returned on September 19th. 
 
Kanatbek Murzahalilov (Religion in Secular Society, North Carolina 2006) organized a 
series of round tables titles “Promoting Effective Instruments for Regulating Religious 
Activities and Guarantee of Religious Freedom” in Talas, Karakol, Osh and Jalalabad 
cities from May-September 2007.  As a follow-up to these round table events, Mr. 
Murzahalilov is planning a national conference to be held in Bishkek on October 29, 
2007 with the participations of deputies of the Kyrgyz Parliament, religious experts and 
scientists.  The goal of the conference is to draft a bill on religious freedom and propose it 
to the government.  Mr. Murzahalilov will be one of the featured speakers at the national 
conference.   
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Meetings:  
On June 8th June, Rabiga Baytokova, Senior Training Specialist, USAID/Central Asia, 
Myrza Karimov, Project Management Specialist, USAID/CAR/KCO and Keith Sherper, 
USAID Assessment Team Leader conducted interviews with four Community 
Connections Program Alumni to assess Community Connections Program. They also 
interviewed Manas Mambetsadykov, Community Connections Specialist.  
 
The Religion in Secular Society group had meeting with Myrza Karimov, Project 
Management Specialist, USAID/CAR/KCO on June 21st to discuss the trip to the US and 
future plans of the group. 
 
On September 19th Mr. Karimov had a meeting with the Handicraft Small Business group 
after their return to Kyrgyzstan. Participants shared their ideas, thoughts, and experience 
and discussed their future plans for the implementation of projects in the sphere of 
handicrafting.  
 
Cost -Saving Measure: 
Interviews for the Handicraft Small Business group were held at the offices of Ikbol 
Bahromova, CC program alumna.  Ms. Bahromova donated her offices and saved the 
program approximately $150. 
 
The Tier 2 orientation for the Handicraft Small Business group was held at the 
Community Connections’ office, saving approximately $200.  
 
 
Staffing Updates:  
Community Connections Program Specialist, Yulia Gorbunova left her position on April 
27. Yulia reunited with her family who has relocated to Moscow, Russia. Manas 
Mambetsadykov, who has been with Community Connections since December 2005, has 
replaced Yulia as the Program Specialist. Gulnura Abytalieva has replaced Manas as 
Program Logistics Assistant.  
 
 

 
American Councils /Tajikistan 

 

 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
 
Two VERFs were approved by USAID/CAR and EGAT/DC.  The themes for these two 
groups are Young Women Leaders (YWL) for the Khatlon Oblast and Communicable 
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Diseases Prevention (CDP) for the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast. The Small 
and Medium Enterprise Development (SME Development) VERF has been submitted 
and approved by USAID/CAR. The program has been postponed until January 14, 2008 
in order to avoid the holiday season in the U.S.     
 
Recruiting 
Nisso Rahmonova, American Councils CC Coordinator, recruited for three programs. At 
the end of April, Ms. Rahmonova traveled to Khatlon Oblast. In cooperation with CC-
Journalism Program alumnus, Murod Satev, the Young Women Leaders (YWL) program 
was widely advertised in local newspapers, radio and TV stations. At the same time CC-
Journalism alumnus, Dostiev Saif offered to advertise through his local NGO “School of 
Young Journalist” in Kulyab. Both alumni from the Khatlon Oblast helped CC staff 
conduct consultation hours in their respective NGOs. 
 
In May, Ms. Rahmonova traveled to Khorog to recruit for the Communicable Disease 
Prevention Program for the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast. In cooperation with 
Relief International’s Schools Online Project, CC staff conducted consultation hours for 
program applicants. A wide range of applicants from various NGOs, local clinics and 
hospitals attended the consultation hours. They came from throughout seven districts of 
the Oblast. 
 
CC staff recruited and advertised for the Small and Medium Development Program in 
Dushanbe, Khorog, Kurgan-Tube, Kulyab and Khujand because of the higher 
concentration of English speakers in larger cities. SME program advertisements were 
published in local newspapers and broadcast on radio and TV.  
   
Interviewing 
Last year newspaper attacks and allegations against the CC Program Coordinator were 
brought to the attention of the US Embassy in Tajikistan. In order to protect US 
government funded local staff, US Ambassador Tracy Jacobson decided to place a US 
diplomat on application review and interview committees for all exchange programs. 
Therefore, all CC interview panels now consist of American Councils’ staff, a national 
expert in the chosen field (usually alumni of various US government funded programs) 
and a diplomat from the US Embassy.  
 
Interviews for YWL were conducted in Khatlon in June and 10 finalists and 3 alternates 
were selected. Interviews for CDP were conducted in Khorog in July and interviews and 
CEPA tests for SME were conducted during the month of July.  
 
Two groups traveled to the US:  The Young Women Leaders (YWL) from the Khatlon 
Oblast, which traveled to Ames, Iowa; and the Communicable Diseases Prevention 
(CDP) group from the Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast, which traveled to 
Wausau, Wisconsin.  Both groups have successfully returned from their three-week 
programs in the US.  
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Upon successful return of CC participants from the U.S. American Councils staff held 
press briefings involving the media, U.S. Embassy representatives, USAID 
representatives and participants.  CC Alumni shared their experiences and impressions of 
American culture, lifestyle and work.  
 
Alumni 
Tourism program alumni presented a report to the President of Tajikistan on April 6, 
2007.  The report detailed how ideas gained during their study tour to Reno, Nevada 
could help improve tourism in Tajikistan. The report was well received and earmarked by 
the president for follow-up.  Based on alumni recommendation for downsizing regulatory 
bodies and actively promoting tourism, the Committee on Tourism was separated from 
Ministry of Economy and Trade and is now part of Committee on Youth, Sports and 
Tourism.  This newly-realigned Committee on Tourism is headed by CC-Tourism 
Program Alumnus, Muzaffar Begmatov.  
  
Healthy Lifestyles alumnus Numonjon Abdukhamedov used newly gained ideas and 
materials to fight tuberculosis in Tajikistan on stage through a series of innovative skits in 
eleven rural communities in Tajikistan. The skits, attended by over 100 people in each 
community, helped spread awareness of causes and preventions, in addition to how and 
where to get care for TB victims free of charge.  Mr. Abdukhameov is Director of the 
Union of Physicians, Actors and Sportsmen.  
 
Meetings:  
Nisso Rahmonova met with Mr. Zabirov, Deputy Head of the Khatlon Oblast pass along 
information about the YWL program and to discuss issues related to the program and the 
possibility of recruiting gin Khatlon. The Deputy Head was very supportive of the 
program and helped recruit in the region. The following day, Ms. Rahmonova traveled to 
Kulyab for recruiting. In cooperation with Oxfam, Ms. Rahmonova made a presentation 
about the YWL program to ten community mobilizers of the Khatlon Oblast who work 
directly with women’s support groups in order to spread the word about the program. The 
deadline for YWL program was May 25, 2007.  
 
The following week, Ms. Rahmonova returned to the site for consultation hours for YWL 
applicants. The Head of the Committee on Women’s Affairs also met with Ms. 
Rahmonova to discuss issues related to the program.  
 
Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager, Daniel Stanley, AC Programs Officer, Carolyn 
Bryan, USAID Country Representative and Stephen Kelley, Deputy Country Director 
met to discuss CC issues. CC staff updated USAID about the CC programs for 2007. The 
meeting was very productive.  
 
In order to comply with the US Ambassador’s new instructions on all exchange 
programs, Ms. Rahmonova and Mr. Stanley attended a briefing with US Embassy 
volunteers to explain the rules and procedures for evaluations of the Young Women 
Leaders program applicants. The first team of US volunteers included Ambassador 
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Jacobson, Stephen Kelley, USAID Deputy Director and Uyen Tang, Political/Economic 
Officer. The presentation was followed by a question and answer session.  
 
Ms. Rahmonova met with Gozibekov Ibrohim, Deputy Head of the Gorno-Badakhshan 
Autonomous Oblast to inform him of the CDP program and discuss program related issues.  
They also discussed the possibility of recruiting in GBAO. The Deputy Head welcomed the 
program and was appreciative of USAID for such an initiative. Consultation hours for CDP 
applicants were conducted the same week. The deadline for the program was June 1, 2007.  
 
Mr. Stanley and Ms. Rahmonova met with Carolyn Brian, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan 
Country Representative to discuss pragmatic issues related to Community Connections in 
general, updating Ms. Brian regarding where CC currently stands and finalize an 
upcoming CC press conference to be held in Dushanbe. The press conference is 
scheduled for the end of November 2008.  
 
Nisso Rahmonova met with U.S. Embassy employees who volunteered to evaluate CDP 
and SME applications. Ms. Rahmonova briefed volunteers on how to evaluate the 
applications and explained the selection criteria and other related issues.   
 
During the second quarter of this reporting period, two Tier 1 PDOs and two Tier 2 PDOs 
were held for YWL and CDP participants. The participants had a chance to meet with CC 
program alumni, USAID representatives and ACCELS staff. CC staff received positive 
feedback from the CC finalists regarding these orientations.   
 
On September 19, 2007 CC Tourism group alumni met with Dr. Alex Dehgan, Country 
Director for the Wildlife Conservation Society in Afghanistan, which is funded by 
USAID.  The CC alumni shared their experience in the U.S. during their professional trip 
last year. Each alumnus shared his/her achievements upon return.  Dr. Dehgan briefed 
participants about the project and successes in the tourism industry in Afghanistan.  He 
invited participants to collaborate with their Afghan counterparts. 
 
On September 19, 2007 Tom Hushek, Deputy Mission of U.S. Embassy in Tajikistan, 
organized an alumni event inviting all alumni of U.S. government sponsored programs to 
attend.  
 
Media Coverage: 
CC themes for 2007 have been widely published in local newspapers across Tajikistan. 
Advertisements were broadcast on local radios and TV programs. Newspaper ads 
include, but are not limited to, Asia Plus, Business i Politica, Avicenna, Khatlon, Khatlon 
Press, Jumhuriyat, Charkhi Gardun, etc.  
 
An article was published in a local newspaper “Millat” by Mirzojalol Shojamolov, CC-
Professors of Journalism participant.  The article was titled “100 years behind America”. The 
article, which compares Tajikistan and America, includes some highlights of Mr. 
Shojamolov’s productive trip to St. Louis, MO. The article attracted the attention of the US 
Embassy and received a thank you note.   
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Murod Satiev, CC-Professors of Journalism alumnus published an article in the 
Information Press Service “Khovar” (e-newspaper) about ten young women leaders who 
were going to travel to the US on a Community Connections/USAID program in 
September 2007. He briefed the readers about the goals and objectives of the program.  
 
An article was published in a local newspaper, the “Wausau Daily Herald”, by Amy 
Olson, about the productive trip of CDP participants to Wausau, Wisconsin.  The article 
titled “Central Asian Group Studies Disease Prevention” talks about health care issues 
that exist in Tajikistan, especially in the remote mountainous region of the Pamirs.  The 
author hopes that program participants will use the knowledge they gained on the CC 
program to reduce the spread of communicable disease in the remote mountainous areas 
of Tajikistan.  
 
The CC Young Women Leaders group that traveled to Ames, Iowa had a chance to meet 
with media representatives of League of Women Voters of Jasper County.  This group of 
ten women from Tajikistan met with Ames Mayor Ann Campbell and many other women 
leaders, including Hillary Clinton.  The online edition of Asia Plus published a detailed 
article about YWL participants’ experience in the U.S.  The full article can be found here:  
http://asiaplus.tj/en/news/50/22975.html 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Recruitment and consultations for the YWL program were conducted at the Kurgan-Tube 
based NGO “Payom” and the Kulyab based NGO “Khatlon-Press”.  These two NGOs are 
lead by CC Journalism Professors alumni Satiev Murod and Saifiddin Dostiev.  Thus, we 
were able to save $100 allocated for room rental.  Additionally, interviews for this program 
were also conducted at NGO “Payom” which allowed us to save $50.  
 
The Tier 1 PDO for the CDP group was conducted at Aga Khan Lycee in Khorog, which 
allowed us to save $50 for room rental. Tier II Orientation for CDP was conducted at the 
American Councils office in Dushanbe. We were able to save $50 for room rental 
allocation.  
 
We also saved $160 allocated for interviewers’ honoraria by having a volunteer from the 
U.S. Embassy and a Muskie alumnus on the interview committee for Small and Medium 
Enterprise Development group. Also, Suhrob Tursunov, Muskie Alumnus, who evaluated 
SME applications volunteered to evaluate them for free. Thus, we were able to save $92.   
 
Muskie alumnus Azizkhon Jafarov would not accept honoraria for his service as a judge 
for the CDP program. This saved CC $160.  
 
Also, U.S. Embassy volunteers would not accept honoraria for evaluation services that 
they provide during CC selection. This allowed us to save more than $300 for each 
program.   
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American Councils/Turkmenistan 
 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events: 
 
One VERF was submitted to USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR for approval 
for the Modern Agricultural Practices program.  
 
Ms. Olga Byashimova participated in the Grassroots Initiatives in Community Activism 
Program in Chicago, Illinois.  During the program, Ms. Byashimova developed an action 
plan to open an Informational Center for the Disabled in Turkmenbasy City upon return 
to Turkmenistan.  The center was opened on February 1, 2007, and works to promote 
awareness of information and communication technologies among disabled people and 
families through educational activities.  In addition to trainings, Ms. Byashimova and her 
counterparts organize social events such as discussions and round tables to attract public 
attention to issues related to the disabled in society.  Ms. Byashimova has been working 
with the disabled since 1998 through community projects in Balkanabat and 
Turkmenbashy.   
 
As a result of his participation in the Road Traffic Safety Program in Reno, Nevada, Mr. 
Bairam Kochkarov has developed a new training on treating road traffic safety injuries 
for doctors throughout Turkmenistan.   The training is delivered on a monthly basis as 
part of recertification and continuing education classes given to medical professionals in 
Turkmenistan.  Mr. Kochkarov is a researcher and traumatologist at the Research and 
Clinical Center for Maternal and Child Health Protection.   
 
On September 26, 2007, Djemilya Sarjayeva, Gulya Muhamednazarova, Asiya Aliyeva, 
and Baymyrat Korhanov, all CC Alumni (Introducing Effective School Management 
Methods group) made a presentation about their trip to the U.S at the American Councils 
office in Ashgabat. CC Alumni described professional and cultural components of the 
visit, discussed meetings, site visits, and experiences they had while on the program. 
They also shared ideas they thought could be adapted and implemented in the field of 
education in Turkmenistan. At the end of the presentation, they showed pictures they 
took in the U.S., answered audience questions, and encouraged audience members to 
apply for Community Connections Program.   
   
On April 25, 2007, the Maternal and Child Health group left for the United States. They 
were hosted by the Center for International Understanding, Inc., Bluefield, West Virginia. 
The MCH group returned to Turkmenistan on May 16, 2007. 
 
Recruiting for the Introducing Effective School Management Methods group ended on 
May 25, 2007 with 54 applications submitted for the program. Application review took 
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place on May 26-28, 2007. American Councils conducted interviews for the Introducing 
Effective School Management Methods group on June 7-9, 2007. Tier 1 Orientation for 
the group was held on June 22, 2007. The host organization was selected based on a sole-
source basis.   
 
Recruiting for Modern Agricultural Practices group finished on June 11, 2007. A total of 
53 application forms were submitted for CC program. Application review took place on 
June 12-17, 2007. WL submitted Community Connections Recommendation 
Memorandum for Modern Agricultural Practices on June 4, 2007. The selected hosting 
organization for the group is International Training and Consulting, Inc. located in 
Tucson, Arizona.    
 
The Tier 2 orientation for the Introducing Effective School Management Methods group 
was held on July 13, 2007. On July 14, 2007, the group left for the United States. They 
were hosted by Global Education Services, Seattle, Washington. The group returned to 
Turkmenistan on August 5, 2007 
 
American Councils conducted interviews for the Modern Agricultural Practices (MAP) 
group on July 9-11, 2007. Tier 1 and Tier 2 orientations for the group were held on July 
26, 2007 and August 21, 2007, respectively. On August 22, 2007, the group left for the 
United States. They were hosted by International Training and Consulting, Inc. of 
Tucson, Arizona. The MAP group returned to Turkmenistan on September 10, 2007.  
   
On July 11, 2007, Amy McGoldrick and Natalya Akmuradova had a meeting with John 
Morgan, Program Officer, USAID/CAR. The goal of the meeting was to discuss 
Community Connections program successes, issues arising as part of program 
administration, USAID policies with respect to program objectives, and funding cycles.  
    
On September 21, 2007, Natalya Akmuradova made a presentation on Community 
Connections Program at the American Councils office in Ashgabat. The presentation 
focused on CC program goals and objectives, program components, and gave an 
overview of the programs that have been implemented over the past two years. The 
presentation was followed by a question and answer session.   
 
Meetings: 
 
On May 14, 2007, Ms. Natalya Akmuradova had a meeting with Ms. Svetlana Saparova, 
representative of the National Institute of Education of Turkmenistan. The goal of the 
meeting was to discuss the Community Connections program, spread information about 
the Introducing Effective School Management Methods program, and identify areas for 
future cooperation.  
 
On May 15, 2007, Ms. Akmuradova met with Ms. Adelya Mishenko, Country Manager, 
Winrock FTF/AgFin+ and Mr. Nobatov, Consultant. ACCELS partners with Winrock on 
the development of a number of CC programs in the field of agriculture. The goals of the 
meeting included spreading information about Modern Agricultural Practices program, 
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brainstorming better recruiting approaches in the agricultural sector, and identifying 
international projects and local organizations that could serve as CC program participant 
pools.  
 
Throughout June of 2007, American Councils conducted a series of education fairs in 
collaboration with the Public Affairs Section of the US Embassy and IREX. On June 3, 
16, and 30, 2007, Ms. Akmuradova made presentations on the Community Connections 
program at the Education Fairs in Ashgabat, Mary and Turkmenbashy, respectively. On 
June 9 and June 23, CC program presentations were made by Ms. Tatyana Minayeva and 
Ms. Anna Grehova in other cities in Turkmenistan. The education fairs are yearly events 
held in various regions of Turkmenistan with the goal of spreading information about 
programs and projects developed by international organizations for Turkmenistan, 
provision of consulting services to local population, and establishment and strengthening 
of contacts with international and local organizations interested in collaboration.   
 
Media Coverage: 
The request for a newspaper announcement for Modern Agricultural Practices group was 
submitted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan. The announcement did not 
come out. The outreach strategy aimed at collaboration with local newspapers is being 
modified through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan. Information about this 
program was distributed through USAID Contractors, Winrock International, Union of 
Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan, Ministry of Agriculture of Turkmenistan, and American 
Corner networks. Candidates for this program were recommended by USAID, USAID 
Contractors, Union of Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan, and Ministry of Agriculture of 
Turkmenistan.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Interviews and pre-departure orientations were conducted at the Public Affairs Section of 
the US Embassy which allowed money to be saved on room rental. Additionally, Visitor 
Exchange Plan (VEP) materials were translated by the American Councils staff, which 
also saved money on translation of materials.  
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I. WORLD LEARNING/DC UPDATES 
 

Washington, D.C. 
 
 
 
 
 

Group/Participant Arrivals  
April-September 2009   

 
Country US Programs US Participants In-Country 

Follow-On 
Programs 

In-Country 
Follow-On 
Participants 

Armenia 1 10   
Azerbaijan 3 22   
Belarus 5 53   
Georgia 3 29   
Kazakhstan 3 30   
Kyrgyzstan 2 20   
Moldova 2 20   
Russia 8 80   
Serbia 2 18 1 15 
Tajikistan 1 10   
Turkmenistan 3 27 1 25 
Ukraine 9 89   
Uzbekistan 4 34   
TOTAL 46 442 2 40 

 
Program Highlights 
As indicated in the chart above, World Learning successfully procured, monitored and 
evaluated 46 US programs for 442 participants during this period.  World Learning 
partner organizations conducted 2 In-Country Follow-On Activities for a total for 45 
participants. 
 
While World Learning’s Serbia field Office and the World Learning partner 
organizations (CSED, PH International, and American Councils) worked with their 
respective USAID Missions to determine specific program themes, design VERFs and 
conduct a thorough recruitment and selection of CC visitors, and arranged IC follow-
on activities. World Learning/DC continued to conduct an extensive procurement 
process to select the most appropriate Host Organizations for each program theme.   
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Recruitment and selection procedures include intensive outreach, application review, 
interviewing, testing, collection of participant data, international travel 
arrangements, visa processing, two pre-departure orientations, including SWOT and 
SMART analysis, and preliminary action planning for all groups.   



Program Procurement and Design 
 

During this period World Learning has had great success with the newly- 
implemented Stage II procurement process. This transparent procurement 
allows World Learning/DC to better select the most appropriate Host Organizations to 
match specific needs of each VERF. Stage I, which has not changed, continues to 
allow World Learning to pre-qualify organizations to be Hosts through a formal RFP 
solicitation. State II has been modified, that World Learning now solicits one 
Capability Statement from a pre-qualified Host Organization for each program.  
During this period, World Learning provided USAID Missions with recommendations 
for 46 Host Organizations best able to meet the individual goals and objectives 
identified for each program, including the placement of 442 participants in home 
stays for the duration of their program.   
 
World Learning launched its Follow-On Alumni Activities Guidelines and Small 
Grants Application Kit. The EGAT-approved guidelines provide World Learning sub-
contractor field offices with instructions for implementation.   
 
World Learning introduced a new internal Host Organization Evaluation Form 
used by program staff to evaluate Host Organization design and delivery of each 
program implemented. World Learning uses this information to provide direct 
feedback to each Host Organization. 
 
World Learning has begun conducting monitoring and evaluation calls via Skype 
Video Conferencing. This has allowed the World Learning program staff to connect 
with the participants more directly.     
 
During this period, World Learning has begun to research the use of Survey 
Monkey to replace the traditional Exit Evaluation Form to elicit anonymous and 
therefore more candid responses from CC participants.  
 
All VERFs received during this period have been posted on the electronic VERF 
Library for easy access by World Learning staff, sub-contractors and USAID. 
 
World Learning has also engaged a team of capstone graduate students from 
NYU’s Wagner School of Public Service to conduct an independent review of the 
Community Connections Program with particular focus on maximizing the success of 
the host family placements for CC participants.  
 
During this period, World Learning/DC worked closely with all pre-qualified Host 
Organizations to ensure appropriate focus; emphasis is being given to specific 
program components as agreed upon at the CC Cluster Meetings including: 
 
 
 

 4 

 



Volunteering  

Volunteering has become an integral part of every program; greater emphasis is 
placed on discussing the concept of volunteering during the Pre-Departure 
Orientations so the participants better understand and expect this as a part of their 
program.   The Host Organizations are asked to take the following measures:  

• Connect volunteer activities to the program theme.  

• When planning volunteer activities, be aware of the participants’ cultural 
sensitivities and differences. 

• Arrange for the group to meet and discuss with volunteers why they volunteer 

• When possible, ask host families to include participant(s) in family volunteer 
activities, or perhaps have host families lead the group volunteer activity. 

• Give volunteer options to the group. 

• While volunteer activities are optional, the hope is that all participants will 
want to experience this core component of U.S. culture.  

 
Cultural Activities 

• Feedback from participants across all programs indicates that during the week 
they would like to spend some time as a group outside of meetings. Host 
Organizations are now asked to incorporate a couple of weekday group 
activities into the programs during the three weeks. It is understood that the 
participants also need to respect the time with their host families. 

 

Host Families 

• As agreed upon in the Home-stay Host template, all host family homes must 
be visited by and approved by a Host Organization staff member. 

• Each Host Organization must conduct an orientation for host families; World 
Learning will provide Host Organizations with a one-pager on “cultural 
differences” for each country. This can be distributed to the host families. 

 

Action Planning  

The specificity and quality of the action plans (individual or group) is a key way to 
determine the success of any given program. Therefore, the action planning sessions 
should:  

• Generate specific ideas and actions on the part of the participants 

• Encourage individual action plans and group/sub-group plans, if appropriate 

• Include theme experts in the Action Planning sessions 

• Review how the Action Planning process is tied to the goals and objectives of 
the program 

• Provide clear guidance to action plan facilitators so that the CC action plan 
expectations can be met  

• Work with the participants in helping action plans to be specific and realistic. 
Host Organizations should work with their World Learning Program Officer in 
addressing the specific needs of each program 
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Program Implementation 

 

• Every program should begin (within the first day or two) with a session on the 
U.S. system as it relates to the program theme; the session should allow for 
follow-up discussion.  

• All Host Organizations should look critically at the information they are 
provided, including the Background Notes and Applications, and conduct 
additional research regarding the theme, if needed.  

• Arrange more practical hands-on sessions, whenever applicable. In general, 
there should be less time spent on generic overviews of institutions and more 
examination of specific activities, specific examples, case studies, etc. This is 
a more effective way to help transfer knowledge and skills and something 
requested across all programs.  

• Avoid arranging too many seminar-like presentations with a low level of 
interaction and place more of an emphasis on the discussion of theme 
specifics and how it applies to the home the country situation. 

• Allow for more in-depth conversations and discovery. The goal should be to 
schedule each session for up to two to three hours and have no more than 
two sessions per day. There are a number of exceptions, but the key 
programming days should seek to achieve this goal.   

• Ensure that the briefing documents provided to the professional hosts are 
read, and that they are sufficiently informed regarding the participants and 
the purpose of the meeting. The participants will be impressed that the 
session time is dedicated more to content rather than introductions. 

 
Deliverables 
On April 30, 2009, the October 2008-March 2009 Semi Annual Report was submitted 
to USAID/EGAT/ED.  
 
The Community Connections Checkbook was submitted to USAID/EGAT/ED and each 
Mission on the 15th of each month. 
   
Meetings, Site Visits and Conferences 
May 6-10, Tamar Mikadze traveled to Los Angeles to conduct a site visit with the 
Kazak Anti-Trafficking program hosted by International Visitors Council-LA.  
 
May 26-29, 2009 - Colin Davies and Dorothea Antonio represented World Learning at 
the Annual NAFSA Conference in Los Angeles, CA. 
 
July 13, 2009 - World Learning met with George Palamattam of CIP/Loyola to discuss 
the successes and lessons learned of Vulnerable Children program from Russia.  
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July 13, 2009 – Eric Corens visited the Azeri Economic Think Tank program hosted 
by Valbin International in DC.  



July 15, 2009 – Elena Bennett met with the Russian Youth Initiatives group for their 
final program evaluation at the World Learning office. 
 
July 22, 2009 - Lisa Posner Olocco attended the Visa Compliance and Hands-On 
TraiNet and VCS training at the Ronald Reagan Building in downtown Washington 
DC. 
 
August 13, 2009 - Eric Corens met with Deborah and Geoffrey Lindemer, to discuss 
how their firm, L2 Training & Consulting can become a pre-qualified Host 
Organization. 
 
August 17-21, 2009 - Lisa Posner Olocco and Eric Corens attended the USAID 
Worldwide Education Workshop in Crystal City, VA. 
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Savings Measures 
World Learning requires a 20% cost share for each program from all Host 
Organizations. The total cost share for 46 programs awarded totals $655,563.  
Additional and significant cost savings have been incurred by placing 169 participants 
with volunteer host families for the duration of the program (three-weeks).   
 
Hosting Organization Outreach 
World Learning launched its electronic newsletter entitled The CC Quarterly. The 
first three issues published during this period are attached to this report.   
 
Two new organizations were pre-qualified as CC Hosts during this period: 
International Health Programs in Santa Cruz, CA, and the Georgia Council for 
International Visitors. 
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         CSED/Moldova 
 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events   

* During this period, the Investigative Journalism group hosted by the Citizen 
Diplomacy Council of San Diego, California (CDCSD) started their program on 
April 22, 2009 and completed it on May 14, 2009. The Local Economic 
Development group hosted by the International House Davis, California, departed 
on June 24 and returned back to Moldova on July 16, 2009.  

 
* On April 1, 2009, CSED organized the first PDO for the Investigative Journalism 

group. The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
The meeting was held according to the PDO procedures described in the CC 
Handbook, and all the participants received the standardized package of 
information in Romanian and Russian according to the established procedures. 
The second PDO was held a day before the departure on April 22, 2009. The latest 
version of the agenda provided by the host organization was translated and 
presented to 10 members of the group.  The group departed to San Diego, 
California on April 22, 2009 and returned on May 14, 2009.  

 
* CSED conducted a debriefing meeting on July 30, 2009 for the Investigative 

Journalism group that completed their program in May. The meeting was held at 
CSED’s office; all members of the group participated in the debriefing.  The 
participants were very satisfied with the program and remained deeply impressed 
by being part of such a unique and fruitful experience.  One of the things 
mentioned as important is that each participant lived in families with wonderful 
people who gave them much attention and care, which help to dispel stereotypes 
about the American people. 

 
* On June 3rd, 2009 CSED organized the first PDO for the Local Economic 

Development group. The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 
participants. The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the 
CC Handbook; all the participants received the standardized package of 
information in Romanian and Russian according to established procedures. The 
second PDO was held a day before the departure on June 23, 2009. The last 
version of the agenda provided by the host organization was translated and 
presented to all 10 members of the group.  The group departed for Davis, 
California, on June 24, 2009 and returned on July 16, 2009.  

 
* CSED conducted a debriefing meeting on August 6, 2009 for the Local Economic 

Development group that completed their program in July. The meeting was held 
at CSED’s office; all members of the group participated in the debriefing.  

* All participants were very happy with their American experience, the people they 
got to meet, and the places they visited. CSED staff started identifying possible 
topics for the 2009-2010 CC programs, meetings with representatives of civil 
society, international projects and organizations, as well as governmental officials. 
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Meetings  

* Numerous meetings with representatives of civil society, international projects 
and governmental officials were held during this period. 

* Constantin Schendra participated in a meeting with the Ambassador of the United 
States to the Republic of Moldova for pre-election discussions.  

* Constantin Schendra participated in the Chief of Party meetings organized on a 
monthly basis by the USAID mission in Moldova with all implementers.  

 
Media Coverage 

* Interview with Valeria Vitu – CC Investigative Journalism Alumna of “An 
Experience: Investigative Journalism in the US”  

http://www.europalibera.org/content/article/1734631.html 
 
* “A Dream of California, or Why San Diego is the Perfect Destination for Work and 

Travel” – article written by Lilia Gurez - CC Investigative Journalism Alumna.  
http://www.profit.md/articles-ro/number-06-09-ro/547278/ 

 
 
 

World Learning/Serbia 
 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events 

* During this period, the Marketing Group for Agribusiness, Furniture returned from 
their program in Portland, Oregon, on April 2, 2009, and the Youth and 
Employment Services group returned from Chicago, Illinois on April 9, 2009.   

 
* The Marketing program debriefing session was held on April 15 and was attended 

by Conrad Turner, the Public Affairs Officer (PAO); Vukica Stankovic, the Cultural 
Assistant; Roslyn Waters-Jensen, the USAID Program Officer; CC Activity Manager 
Remer Lane, from the USAID Agribusiness Project; and Tanja Lukic from the 
USAID Competitiveness Project. Participants in this group had working knowledge 
of English since the USAID projects with which we collaborated felt that was 
critical.  

 
* The Selection Committee for the Local Economic Development program met on 

April 22-23 and agreed on 10 finalists and four alternates from the 29 candidates 
that they interviewed.  The finalists and alternates attended their Tier I 
orientation on May 5, 2009. USAID and PD approved Tulsa, Oklahoma as the site 
for this program.  Their Tier II orientation was held July 1, and they departed July 
8-29 for their program in Ohio.   
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* The Youth and Employment Services program debriefing session was held on April 
30 and was attended by the participants and the technical observer Aleks Mentov 
from USAID/ PPES  (Preparedness, Planning and Economic Security) Program; the 
COP of PPES, Michael Pillsbury; the Program Officer of PPES, Maury Wray-Bridges; 
Tanja Djugumovic from the USAID Competitiveness Project; Conrad Turner, PAO; 
Vukica Stankovic, Cultural Assistant; Roslyn Waters-Jensen, USAID; and Abigail 
Lackman, USAID Desk Officer from Washington.   

 
* The Agricultural Cooperatives and Associations group had their Tier II orientation 

on April 29 (Conrad Turner and Vukica Stankovic participated) in preparation for 
their departure on May 6 to Columbus, Ohio.  They successfully returned on May 
29, 2009.  The debriefing session was held on June 17, and this was attended by 
the participants and Arthur Flanagan from USAID; Pedja Cerovic, USAID 
Agribusiness Project; and Vukica Stankovic, Cultural Assistant of the Public Affairs 
Office.   

 
* World Learning held its first CC follow-on activity in Serbia: a three day In-

Country Training Workshop in Strategic Planning for the Village and Rural Tourism 
group (9 out of the 10 original participants founded the National Association for 
Village and Rural Tourism Providers).  The goal of the workshop was designed to 
assist the participants in developing a 5-10 year plan for their Association.    

 
* Additional funding from April 2009-September 2010 for six new themes was 

secured during this period from the Ambassador’s Performance Funds.  Themes 
had been approved in the previous quarter, but insufficient funding was not 
available for them all until now. They include effective implementation of Conflict 
of Interest Laws, Waste Management and Recycling, Establishing Internships, 
Corporate Social Responsibility, Women’s Health, and Patient/Hospital Support 
Groups and Hospice Care.  

 
* Five Community Connections alumni were invited to attend the US Embassy 

official July 4th celebration. Pictures of the CC programs comprised part of the 
entrance that was attended by Serbian government officials, foreign embassies in 
Serbia, and other US Embassy official guests. World Learning staff also attended. 

 
* The Municipal Local Economic Group of nine participants traveled to Tulsa, 

Oklahoma and Chicago, Illinois with the Tulsa Global Alliance from July 8-29. The 
Tier II orientation was held on July 1.  

 
* World Learning staff developed a new brochure for the six new themes 

(mentioned above).   
 
* The VERF for Waste Management and Recycling was developed and approved and 

the participants were recruited and selected.  They represent municipal authorities 
and utilities, NGOs, private businesses involved in recycling, a university professor 
active in this area and with NGOs and consulting for business on this issue, and a 
journalist. They had their Tier I orientation on September 28 which was attended 
by Susan Delja, the Cultural Affairs Officer, and Conrad Turner, the Public Affairs 
Officer. This program will be hosted by the International Visitors Program of 
Cleveland, Ohio, December 1-22.   
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* World Learning is in the process of conducting a series of meetings for the 
development of the Effective Implementation of Conflict of Interest Laws VERF. 



 
* Participants of the Youth and Employment group who traveled to Chicago in March 

and April 2009, received a $14,000 grant from the US Embassy Democracy 
Commission to fund a web portal to do career guidance and counseling for youth 
that will be implemented by the Belgrade Open School and one of our program 
participants, Jelena Matic.  

 
* USAID and the Public Affairs Department have approved the use of CC funds for a 

small grants program as part of the follow-on for CC participants.  
  
Meetings 

* Mary Fran Doyle attended a meeting of the Youth and Employment Task Force in 
Belgrade. She reported on the Youth and Employment Services program and 
networked with others related to future programs on internships. 

 
* World Learning met with representatives from the Belgrade Open School, 

including former participant Jelena Matic, to discuss their ideas related to a 
fundraising workshop for youth and sports participants. 

 
* World Learning met with Dr. Eric Martin and representatives from the Village and 

Rural Tourism group in order to data gather and more adequately understand 
their needs for a strategic planning workshop.  As a result of this meeting, an in-
country VERF was developed and implemented.   

 
* World Learning met with former participant Vladan Stojiljkovic from Youth and 

Sports to better understand the group’s interest and need for a follow-on 
fundraising workshop. 

 
* World Learning attended a meeting with the Ministry of Youth and Sports to learn 

about the implementation of their National Strategy for Youth and their 
programming priorities for the next period. 

 
* Mary Fran Doyle met with Ellen Kelly, USAID Legal Specialist and CTO, to better 

understand the theme of Effective Implementation of Conflict of Interest Laws.   
 
* Mary Fran Doyle met with Jerome Bayle, former head of the International 

Investment Group in Serbia, and consultant with the National Association for Local 
Economic Development (NALED) in Nis city, Serbia to discuss the new theme of 
Corporate Social Responsibility.  

 
* Mary Fran Doyle met with Danijel Dasic, USAID Field Staff from Nis, about a new 

initiative that resulted out of the Youth and Sports program.  Both Dasic and 
Andrijan Tasic, participant from Youth and Sports, are members of the Rotary 
Club in Nis.  While on their program in Charlotte, North Carolina, Andrijan was 
hosted by the Serbian diaspora family that belongs to the Serbian Orthodox 
Church in Charlotte. The family expressed a concern that they do not have 
Serbian children’s books to continue to help their children learn Serbian. The 
Rotary in Nis has agreed to collect and help ship children’s books to the children 
of this church in Charlotte, North Carolina and to establish another genuine 
community connection between Charlotte and Nis.    
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* Mary Fran Doyle met with the RSO of the US Embassy, Susan Delja, Vukica 
Stankovic, Roslyn Waters-Jensen, and the USAID Activity Manager to discuss the 
ramifications of informing CC participants of adverse Security Risk and Fraud 
Inquirty (SRFI) findings, and how this could possibly be minimized by changing 
some procedures.  For future programs, it was agreed that all candidates would 
submit court certificates with their applications, the number of alternates would 
be expanded, the RSO would check some additional candidates, and that people 
would not be designated as finalists or alternates until after the first Tier I 
orientation and the return of the Security Check. 

 
* Mary Fran Doyle and Ivana Zivkovic met with Susan Delja, Vukica Stankovic, and 

Roslyn Waters-Jensen about small grants and other possible follow-on programs. 
 
* Mary Fran Doyle met with Albert Cevallos, Head of the Institute for Sustainable 

Communities in Serbia, a USAID implementer that works with NGOs, to get his 
recommendations about good contacts for the Waste Management and Recycling 
recruitment and other VERF background information. 

 
* Mary Fran Doyle and Ivana Zivkovic met with Marija Vujanic, the Executive 

Director of Ecotopia, as background for preparing the Waste Management and 
Recycling VERF. They also met with the State Secretary for the Ministry of 
Environment, Miladin Avramov, and the head of the Ministry’s Waste Management 
Department, Aleksandar Vesic, for the same reason.  

 
* WL Staff met with Craig Hempfling and Ivana Stevanovic of Tree House, an NGO 

doing analyses on environmental issues in Serbia, to learn more about recycling 
efforts by business and waste management by municipal authorities and landfill 
problems.  They shared their research and contacts with us. 

 
* Mary Fran Doyle attended a meeting of the Youth and Employment Task Force in 

Belgrade with other implementers and reported on our youth related programs. 
  
* In preparing the VERF for the Effective Implementation of Conflict of Interest 

Laws program, World Learning met with Zorana Markovic, the new Director of the 
Anti-Corruption Agency, Miodrag Milosavljevic of the Belgrade Open Society office, 
Marko Blagojevic of the Belgrade-based Centre for Democratic Elections (CESID), 
and Jasna Filopovic of the Center for the Development of Non-Profit 
Organizations. 

 
* Mary Fran Doyle attended the launch of Junior Achievement in Belgrade and a 

joint presentation of the American Chamber of Commerce and the USAID 
Competitiveness Project.  

 
* Mary Fran Doyle attended a reception for the new Press Attaché of the US 

Embassy, Brian Stimmler, and met several contacts that will be useful for the 
upcoming VERFs.  

    
 

Media Coverage 
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* The Local Economic Development group in Tulsa was extensively covered by 
journalists/media. Articles about the visit appeared in newspapers in Claremore, 



Owasso, and Sapulpa, and the visitors also appeared on the online 
OklaTravelNews tourism show: www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGbIjgoKDxo.  

  
* Newspapers “Magyar Szo”, June 11, 2009 “Support and Best Practice Examples 

from the U.S. for Serbian Businesses, Associations and Agro-Cooperatives.” 
 
* TV “Alt” – June 2009, Rodoljub Zivadinovic as guest. Roduljub, a participant of the 

Agricultural Cooperatives and Associations program, also wrote an article about 
what he learned in the US on the following website of the Association of Serbian 
Beekeepers Organizations (where he is President) in both English and Serbian.  
There are several hundreds of members. 
http://www.spos.info/novost.php?id=743 

 
Cost-Saving Measures   

* WL/Serbia had $193 in VAT savings.  Savings of $1200 were also realized from 
having seven Tier I, Tier II orientations and workshop and debriefing meetings at 
the Belgrade-American Corner.  

 
* IC-follow-on program for the Village and Rural Tourism group, enjoyed pro-bono 

services from Dr. Eric Martin and Dragisa Mijacic are valued at $2000. 
 

Staffing  

* CC Program Coordinator, Ivana Zivkovic will go on maternity leave in November 
for a year and World Learning advertized for a replacement for this period.   

 
 
 

 
 
 

Project Harmony / Armenia 
 

 

Noteworthy Events 

* The debriefing session for the Special Education group took place on April 12. 
Participants shared their successes and offered suggestions for program 
improvement. The debriefing report was sent to World Learning. 
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* The Tier I and II orientations for the Social Work group were conducted on April 
16 and June 10, respectively. Kimberly Waller, USAID Health Programs Manager, 
participated in the Tier I orientation and conducted security check interviews. The 
group departed for the US on June 11 and returned to Armenia on July 2. The 
debriefing session was conducted on July 17. Participants actively shared their 
observations from the program and offered suggestions for program 
improvement. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/L_flags/Armenia_flags.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.33ff.com/flags/worldflags/Armenia_flag.html&h=160&w=240&sz=2&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=g7hHHpiwLx9wCM:&tbnh=73&tbnw=110&prev=/images%3Fq%3�
http://www.spos.info/novost.php?id=743


 
* Nine-month evaluation reports for Inclusive Education and Theater Management 

groups were sent to World Learning and USAID mission. 
 
* The CC staff continued its productive partnership with the USAID-funded CAPS 

(Competitive Armenian Private Sector) Program that supported CC staff in VEP 
development, recruitment and orientation for the Tourism Educators group in 
2008. Between April and May of 2009, the CAPS Work Force Development 
specialist and their tourism expert helped CC alumni design several follow-on 
projects, providing them with guidance on how to develop proposals. In early 
October, CAPS reported that three proposals have been short-listed and could 
partially be funded by CAPS. The CAPS and PH staff are now considering options 
for joint technical assistance and funding for these projects.  

 
* CC staff has been in regular communication with CC alumni, providing them 

information on opportunities for networking, grantmaking and events. Below is a 
list of key opportunities and announcements shared with various CC groups: 

 
Young Voters Participation in Electoral Processes program: 2010 Ford Motor 
Company International Fellowship of the 92nd Street Y: Spread the Word! 
(www.92Y.org/ford) 

 
Private Medical Clinics Administration program: Hubert Humphrey Fellowship in 
the United States for the 2010-2011 academic year; "HIV/AIDS Actual Issues" 
International Conference in Yerevan, Armenia  
http://www.armaids.am/main/conferanc_type.php?lng=1&conf_id=11) 

 
Museum Management program: Getty Foundation Grants - 
http://www.getty.edu/grants/; 2010 (AFCP) Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural 
Preservation in the following categories: Cultural site preservation; conservation 
of an object or a collection; preservation of traditional forms of cultural 
expression. 

 
Theater Management program: PanTheatre Training Programme 2009-2010, 
Paris, France (http://www.pantheatre.com/gb/2-program-acts-gb.html); Tokyo 
Performing Arts Market, Tokyo Metropolitan Art Space, Japan  
(http://www.tpam.or.jp/e/) 

 
Film-Making program: Tokyo Performing Arts Market 2009 Event 
http://myhero.com/myhero/go/filmfestival/ff_inform.asp; Submissions for Online 
Films - (http://www.putiton.com/filmfest) 

 
General distribution to all program alumni: FELLOWSHIP - Junior Faculty 
Development Program/ American Councils for International Education: 
ACTR/ACCELS for Lecturers and Administrators of Institutions of Higher Education. 

 
 

 

Meetings 
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* CC Regional Director, Timur Bazikov, visited PH International Armenia office in 
late April. At the meeting, PH CC staff discussed the current implementation of 
Community Connections program in Armenia and alumni support plans. 

http://www.92y.org/ford
http://www.armaids.am/main/conferanc_type.php?lng=1&conf_id=11
http://www.getty.edu/grants/
http://www.pantheatre.com/gb/2-program-acts-gb.html
http://www.tpam.or.jp/e/
http://myhero.com/myhero/go/filmfestival/ff_inform.asp
http://www.putiton.com/filmfest


 
* The CC team and Social Work program alumni met with the YCSCA (Yerevan-

Cambridge Sister City Association) representatives in Yerevan.  They shared 
impressions from the exchange and learned about YCSCA’s activities in Armenia.  

 
* On September 24, at the initiative of the US Ambassador to Armenia Marie 

Yovanovitch, CC staff and Social Work group alumni met at the embassy to 
discuss program highlights, alumni plans and networking ideas. Jack Medzorian, 
Cambridge-Yerevan Sisters Cities Association (CYCSA) Vice President and Director 
for the CC Social Work program, also participated in the meeting. The alumni 
shared their impressions from the visit and provided a comparison of social work 
systems in US and Armenia. The Ambassador expressed a strong interest in the 
creation of Armenian Social Workers association, an initiative currently discussed 
by the group.  Later, the CC staff met with Jack Medzorian to discuss participant 
feedback and lessons learned. 

 
Media Coverage 

* An article covering the visit of the Special Education group was published at 
www.hometownlife.com and Observer & Eccentric newspaper in Detroit, Michigan. 

 
* An article written by one of the alumni from the Film-Making group was edited 

and translated by the CC Armenia staff. The translated article was sent to 
Christine Tran for inclusion in the Community Connections Quarterly, Winter 2009 
edition. The same article was posted on the CC website: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=469 

* An article covering the exchange of the Social Work group was published at 
http://www.cysca.org. 

Cost-Saving Measures 

* Tier I orientation for the Social Work group was conducted at the National 
Institute of Labor and Sociological Research, saving the CC program $68. 

 
* Debriefing for the Special Education group was conducted at the Psychological and 

Pedagogical Assessment Center, saving the CC program $68. 
 
* The nine-month evaluation of the Theater Management group was conducted at 

the Yerevan State Puppet Theater, saving the CC program $68. 
 
Staffing Updates 

None. 
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Project Harmony/Azerbaijan 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 

* CC staff conducted the TIER I orientation for the NGO-Municipality Cooperation in 
Community Development group on April 6, attended by a representative of USAID 
Azerbaijan mission. The TIER II orientation for the same group was conducted on 
May 21. The group left for La Crosse, Wisconsin on May 22, and returned to Baku 
on June 13.  

Given that the group participants were from different regions of Azerbaijan, CC  
staff conducted telephone interviews with alumni upon their arrival, instead of a  
debriefing session in Baku. 

 
* CC staff conducted the TIER I orientation for the Traffic Safety group on April 18, 

attended by a representative of USAID Azerbaijan mission. The TIER II orientation 
for the same group was conducted on June 8. The group left for Baltimore, 
Maryland on June 10 and returned to Baku on July 2. CC staff conducted the 
debriefing session for the group on July 6. 

 
* The interviews for the Creating, Supporting and Managing Economic Think Tanks 

program were conducted on April 14. CC staff ran the TIER I and II orientations 
for the group on May 1 and July 5 respectively. The group left for Washington, DC 
on July 8 and returned to Baku on July 30. The debriefing session for the group 
was held on August 12. 

 
Meetings  

None 

 
Media Coverage 

None 

 
Cost -Saving Measures 

TIER I and TIER II orientations, as well as debriefing sessions, were conducted at the 
PH International office in Baku, saving the program $1,100. 

 
Staffing Updates 

* Sariya Hasanova, CC Program Manager, took maternity leave on April 27 and 
returned to work on September 15. Due to CC program closure, Sariya Hasanova 
left PH at the end of September. 

 
* Musa Teymurov, CC Logistics Coordinator won the Edmund Muskie scholarship 

and left PH at the end of July to start an MPA program at Kansas State University 
in Manhattan, Kansas. 
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Project Harmony/Georgia 

 

 
 

 

Noteworthy Events 

* Interviews for the Disaster Management group were conducted at PH International 
Georgia office on April 18 and 19. The Tier I and II orientations were held on June 
19 and July 21 respectively. The group left for Jackson, Mississippi on July 22 and 
returned to Georgia on August 12.  

 
* On August 26, CC Georgia staff organized the debriefing session for the group at 

the Emergency Department Office, Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia. The 
session was attended by program alumni, Acting USAID Mission Director, USAID 
and US Embassy staff. Representatives from international organizations and the 
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs also participated in the meeting. Joakim 
Parker, Acting USAID Mission Director, opened and facilitated the session. During 
the introduction, he spoke of USAID’s strong interest in supporting initiatives 
focusing on disaster management. Throughout the session, program participants 
shared their impressions from the exchange and discussed their action plans in 
detail. The Director of the Emergency Department made a presentation on 
Georgia’s state emergency plan. He also stressed the importance of utilizing the 
group’s experience in helping the Ministry to plan and implement the emergency 
plan. Additional information on the event can be found on the CC website: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=489. 

 
* David Chichinadze, alumnus of the Disaster Management program, made a 

presentation on his exchange experience at the disaster risk reduction meeting 
organized by UNDP. 

 
* Interviews for the Media Advocacy group were conducted at PH International 

Georgia office on April 27 and 28. The Tier I and II orientations were held on May 
28 and June 23 respectively. The group left for Louisville, Kentucky on June 24, 
and returned to Georgia on July 15. Only nine participants traveled with the 
group, since two candidates had to cancel due to personal schedule conflicts, 
while three other candidates were denied US visas. 
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* On August 13, the USAID Georgia Mission hosted the debriefing session for the 
Media Advocacy group. The session was attended by USAID Acting Mission 
Director, USAID Democracy and Governance Office Director, and other USAID 
staff. Representatives from the US Embassy’s Public Affairs and Political Sections, 
Eurasia Foundation and Open Society Georgia Foundation also participated in the 
meeting. Joakim Parker, Acting USAID Mission Director, opened the session and 
emphasized the importance of exchange programs. The opening was followed by a 
presentation on the Community Connections program by PH International staff. 
The debriefing session was facilitated by Michele Logsdon, Director of Democracy 
and Governance office at USAID. At the end of the session, representatives from 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/time-zone/asia/georgia/flag-of-georgia.jpg&imgrefurl=http://wwp.greenwichmeantime.com/time-zone/asia/georgia/flag.htm&h=288&w=480&sz=13&hl=en&start=10&tbnid=Uht8DWhI8Um0FM:�
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=489


Public Affairs Section at the US Embassy, Eurasia Foundation and Open Society 
Georgia Foundation made presentations about their current and prospective 
programs and funding opportunities related to media development. More 
information on the session can be found at CC website: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=487. 

 
* Interviews for the Arts Festival Management program took place at PH 

International Georgia office on June 11 and 12. The Tier I and II orientations were 
held on July 20 and August 18, respectively. The group left for Cleveland, Ohio, 
on August 19 and retuned to Georgia on September 9. The debriefing session is 
scheduled for October 12. 

 
* Starting from 2009, CC Georgia staff initiated monthly updates for CC alumni 

providing information about grants and other opportunities. The new initiative is 
also helping CC staff maintain regular contact with the program alumni. 

 
Noteworthy participant updates 

* Silovan Chinchaladze, the Director of the Imereti Employers Association, signed a 
memorandum of understanding with Hocking College in Nelsonville, Ohio to 
implement student exchange programs focusing on vocational training. 
Chinchaladze first visited Hocking College while on the CC Vocational Education 
program in Ohio in 2008. Currently, the US counterparts secured funding for all 
costs associated with students’ stay in the US, while both partners continue to 
raise additional funds to cover international travel costs. 

 
* Investigative Journalism group alumna Ia Bobokhidze was awarded a grant by the 

Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation to implement an investigative journalism 
project “Journalists Pass Illegal Road.” The project’s goal is to conduct 
investigations about human trafficking in Georgia. It is noteworthy that Ia 
Bobokhidze received information about the Black Sea Trust for Regional 
Cooperation from the CC monthly alumni mailing list initiated by CC Georgia staff 
in 2009. 

 
* David Imedashvili is producing a major, $10 million joint US-Georgian movie after 

signing a contract with a major Hollywood studio, following his participation in the 
Film Production program in Los Angeles, CA in June of 2008.  The shooting will 
begin on September 30, outside of Tbilisi, Georgia. More information on the 
project can be found at: 
http://www.variety.com/article/VR1118006853.html?categoryid=13&cs=1. 
 

 

Meetings  

* CC Georgia staff met with USAID CC Activity Manager Keti Chogovadze and David 
Dzebisashvili, who took over Keti Chogovadze’s responsibilities in July of 2009. At 
the meeting, CC staff provided a detailed overview of the program and its 
procedures to the new CC Activity Manager. 

 
* Timur Bazikov, CC Regional Program Director and Berdia Natsvlishvili, CC Program 

Manager, met with Kevin Carew, World Learning Chief of Party, to discuss 
potential opportunities for supporting CC alumni.  
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* Timur Bazikov, CC Regional Program Director, and Berdia Natsvlishvili, CC 
Program Manager, met with the Public Affairs Officer at the US Embassy in 
Georgia to discuss potential opportunities for supporting CC alumni.  

 
* Tamuna Pruidze, CC Logistics and Program Coordinator, attended a meeting of 

organizations working in the education sector in Georgia, organized by the Center 
for International Education, in cooperation with OSI Academic Fellowship Program. 
At the meeting, Tamuna Pruidze presented CC program activities for 2009. 

 
* Berdia Natsvlishvili, CC Program Manager, met with the Chairman of the Tbilisi-

Atlanta Sister City Committee, and the Honorary Consular of Georgia to USA to 
discuss possible involvement of CC program alumni in the upcoming USA-Georgia 
Economic Forum organized by the Tbilisi-Atlanta Sister City Committee.  

 
Media Coverage 

* Imedi TV channel’s daily business program ran a story about CC and PH 
International Georgia office, which covered CC activity in Georgia over the past 
several years. 

 
* The Disaster Management program was covered in several US media outlets:  
 

Georgian Community Connections Disaster Management program on WLOX News, 
Mississippi-Based TV Company:  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=220;  
 
Bay St. Louis helps out small country: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=221; 
 
Georgia researchers studying Katrina: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=222 
 

Cost -Saving Measures 

* CC staff conducted interviews and TIER I and II orientations for three groups at 
the PH International Georgia office, saving the CC program $1,400. 

 
* CC staff conducted two debriefing sessions at USAID Georgia Mission Office and 

Ministry of Internal Affairs. saving the program $ 600. 
 
Staffing Updates 
None 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 20 

 

http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=220
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=221
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=222


Project Harmony / Russia  
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events 

* Recruitment for the following CC programs began in April 2009: Corruption 
Awareness, Prevention, and Prosecution in Krasnodar Region - 36 applications; 
Best Practices in NGO Accountability, Transparency, and Good Governance in 
Leningrad Region - 73 applications; Public Finance Management in State and Local 
Governments in the Republic of Adygeya - 37 applications; Partnerships in 
Addressing Environmental Safety Issues in the Republic of Buryatia - 69 
applications.  Recruitment for the Healthy Lifestyles program was conducted in the 
Moscow and Tver regions. A total of 56 applications were gathered from both 
regions.  Interviews for all the above-mentioned programs were conducted in May 
and June 2009. 

 
* TIER I orientations were held during the reporting period in the respective regions 

for the following seven groups: Youth Initiatives in Nalchik, Republic of Kabardino-
Balkaria; Rural Economic Development Policy in the US in Stavropol, Stavropol 
region; Public Finance Management in State and Local Governments in Maikop, 
Republic of Adygeya; Corruption Awareness, Prevention and Prosecution in 
Krasnodar, Krasnodar region; Best Practices in NGO Accountability, Transparency 
and Good Governance in St. Petersburg, Leningrad region; Partnerships in 
Addressing Environmental Safety Issues in Ulan-Ude, Republic of Buryatia; and 
Healthy Lifestyle in Moscow. 

 
* All of the following groups completed their programs in the US: Community-Based 

Assistance to Vulnerable Children (Khabarovsk Region); Maternal and Child Health 
(Tyumen Region); Youth Initiatives (Republic of Kabardino-Balkaria); Rural 
Economic Development Policy in the US (Stavropol Region); Public Finance 
Management in State and Local Governments (Republic of Adygeya). 

 
* Participants of three groups are currently in the US, returning to Russia in early 

October: Corruption Awareness, Prevention and Prosecution (Krasnodar Region); 
Best Practices in NGO Accountability, Transparency and Good Governance 
(Leningrad Region); and Partnerships in Addressing Environmental Safety Issues 
(Republic of Buryatia). 

 
* The CC 2007 Annual Report has been published on the CC program website. The 

annual report contains a description of each 2007 program, as well as success 
stories about Community Connections alumni and articles that have been 
published about Community Connections in local mass media.  The report is 
available in Russian at:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&new_link=21&sp_id=529  
and in English at:  
http://ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&new_link=22&sp_id=530 
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Alumni survey reports: 
Three alumni survey reports were drafted and submitted to USAID and WL during 
the reporting period for the following 2008 groups: 
 
Partnerships in Addressing Environmental Issues, Primorsky Region, 2008: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=538  
 
Community-Based Health and Social Care Models for Vulnerable Populations, 
Orenburg Region, 2008: http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=542 
 
Youth and Civic Participation, Republic of Karelia, 2008: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=539  
 
Social Assistance and Community Engagement, Altai Region, 2008: 
http://ccfrussia.ru/?mod=n_article&n_id=477 
 
Public Oversight and Citizens Control in the US, Novosibirsk Region, 2008: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=n_article&n_id=476&new_link=22 
 
Website: 
Thirty-one news stories and announcements were posted, as well as eight success 
stories from CC alumni. The Alumni Survey Results webpage was updated to include 
the results of surveys for five additional 2008 alumni groups. CC staff has continued 
to post press articles about the program, of which three English language and five 
Russian language articles were uploaded to the website. 
 
A total of 257 announcements were sent to alumni, through two e-mail lists. As of 
September 27, the Competitions, Funds and Grants newsletter (resources@ph-
int.org) attracted an additional 197 subscribers since the previous reporting period, 
bringing the total number of subscribers to 2,423. In addition, the CCF-Russia 
Program News mailing list (cc_news@ph-int.org) grew to 1,829 users, an increase of 
134 individuals since the previous reporting period.  
 
April 2009: 
7,315 Visits 
5,209 Unique Visitors 
19,607 Page-views 
 
May 2009: 
5,436 Visits 
4,325 Unique Visitors 
12,716 Page-views 
 
June 2009: 
5,163 Visits 
4,240 Unique Visitors 
13,070 Page-views 
 
July 2009:  
3,976 Visits  
3,322 Unique Visitors  
8,722 Page-views 
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August 2009 
3,445 Visits  
2,920 Unique Visitors 
8,853 Page-views 
 
September 2009:  
3,984 Visits  
3,465 Unique Visitors 
8,037 Page-views 
 
Country/Territory Visits 
Russia    7,537 
United States   5,306   
Ukraine  3,857 
Georgia  3,501  
Azerbaijan  664  
Armenia  372 
 
In August 2009 a survey among mailing lists subscribers was conducted. The survey 
showed that mailing list users are highly interested in the list and appreciate its 
information. 163 subscribers completed the survey: 18% are Community 
Connections alumni. Ninety-two percent of all respondents use the information from 
the listserv either for their own informational purposes or send it to interested 
colleagues, partners and students. Thirty-nine percent of all subscribers surveyed 
reported that they have already used the information from the mailing list to apply 
for grants or participate in contests. Twelve percent of the respondents informed CC 
staff that they received grants or won contests. 
 
Meetings 

* In April, Chad Trainer and Daria Khrapova attended training at USAID offices on 
the topic of “Alliance Outreach.” 

 
* On April 26, during travel to Stavropol for TIER I orientation, Tatiana Baklykova 

and Daria Khrapova conducted an alumni meeting with participants from the 2007 
Rural Economic Development and Finance for the North Caucasus program. 

 
* In August, CC staff was invited to the Office of Regional Development 

(ORD)/USAID Partner appreciation party. USAID gathered all partner 
organizations that have helped ORD throughout the year. 

 
* On September 18, Nadezda Fomina attended the roundtable “Ways of 

Cooperation: the US and Russia in a Globalizing World,” held by Petrozavodsk City 
Administration and Karelian State Pedagogical Academy. Deputy Principal Officer 
of the US Consulate General in St. Petersburg Stephen A. Hubler attended the 
meeting and gave a speech on the future of Russian-American relationships and 
similarities between Russian and American presidents.  

 
Media Coverage 

English-language publications: 

* “Russians Tour City for Economic Development Ideas,” Donna Kenny Kirwan, 
Pawtucket Times: http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=215 
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* “Russian Delegates Visit Oak Park through Cultural Exchange Program,” Patrick W. 
Rollens, Triblocal.com.  June 17, 2009. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=213  

 
* “Child Welfare: To Russia with Love - Russian Visitors Learn Western Ways of 

Caring for 'Vulnerable Children’,” Melissa Garzanelli, The Times. 
www.mywebtimes.com.  May 30, 2009. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=212   

 
Russian-language publications:  
* Alumna Diakova’s article “13 Thousand Miles to the Homeland or How Petrovchans 

Traveled to a Far Away Land to Study” was published in Petrovskie Vesti 
newsletter, Krasnodar Region 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=228 

 
* The article “Once upon a time in America -1: How We Looked for a Log” was 

published on the Internet journal of Krasnodar Region, “Live Kuban” 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=227  

 
* Marina Chernyshova’s article “Weekend in America” was published on the new 

information portal “Kabardin-Balkarya. World and Us,” Nalchic. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=218  

 
* Marina Solyanikova’s article “Weekend in America” was published in the “AiF 

Northern Caucasus” newsletter. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=216  

 
* Marina Chernyshova’s article “American NGOs’ Experience Can Be Applied in 

Kabardino-Balkariya” was published on the new information portal “Kabardin-
Balkarya. World and Us,” Nalchic. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=217  

 
Cost-saving Measures 

CC staff now translates application forms themselves, saving $300 per program 
group. Thus far, this cost-saving measure has saved a total of $2,700 (9 groups). 

 
Staffing 

Chad Trainer, CC Program Director, resigned in July 2009. 
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Project Harmony / Ukraine 
 

 
 

 
Noteworthy Events 

* During this period, nine groups traveled to the US: Public Monitoring of 
Government Assistance (Lviv); Preservation of the Historical and Social 
Environment of Cities (Rivne and Volyn); Citizen Dialogue for the Promotion of 
Social Responsibility (Sumy); Combating Trafficking: Prosecution of Trafficking for 
Labor Exploitation Cases (Odessa); Public Health/Sexually Transmitted Infections 
(Kharkiv); Educating Youth about Ecology/Environment (Kirovohrad); 
Volunteerism: Effective Recruitment, Training, Assignment and Rewards 
(Khmelnytsky); Adaptation and Integration of Physically and Mentally Challenged 
Children and Youth into Society (Crimea); Emergency Rescue Service/Disaster 
Relief (Crimea); and Performing Arts Management-Classical Music (Kyiv, Chernihiv 
and Zhytomyr). 

 
* CC Ukraine staff is accenting the importance of volunteerism in meetings with 

Community Connections applicants and encouraging them to become engaged in 
this important community service. In addition to the translated one-page handout 
about volunteerism in America and a brief presentation at all Tier-I orientations,  
a form was created for program applicants to use when searching for and 
reporting on their local volunteer activities. The form is returned to CC staff prior 
to departure for the US and contains information on the number of hours and the 
type of organization(s) at which a person is or will be volunteering.  Over 70 
forms have been received.  Staff will follow up with those who have yet to submit 
a form. 

 
Participants are involved as volunteers with organizations that serve the following 
demographics/concerns: children with disabilities, mentally challenged, youth 
development, youth enterprise, talented children, social rehabilitation for adults, 
vulnerable groups (HIV/AIDS), consultation/treatment/prevention of STIs among 
children, students and/or adults, civil society and volunteerism, education and 
development of local initiatives, NGO development, social and economic 
development, social responsibility, historical and cultural preservation and the 
arts, informational centers for tourists, ecology/environment, and development of 
entrepreneurial initiatives.  

 
* The USAID Mission agreed to support the inclusion of three participants from the 

Adaptation and Integration group into a study tour in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
immediately after the completion of their CC program in Roanoke, Virginia.  The 
activity is part of the civil society component of the CIDA-sponsored project 
Inclusive Education for Children with Disabilities in Ukraine.  In order to get 
permission, a Training Intervention Request Form (TIRF) was completed and 
approved.  
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* The deadline for proposing themes for the 2010 program was set as July 31.  
Nineteen proposals were received, and a committee empanelled by USAID met on 
August 14 to review the suggestions.  Seven themes were approved at the time 
and up to three additional themes will be added.  The final list is awaiting 
approval. 

 
* The alumni of the 2007 Book Publishing and Distribution (Heartland International 

- Chicago) put together a collection of their photographs from the program and 
mounted an exhibit as part of an event organized by the Public Affairs Section of 
the US Embassy in Kyiv.  The 50 photos served as a complement to the concert 
performance of a Chicago-based jazz group, the Ryan Cohan Quartet. Ten of the 
11 participants of this group were present.  In addition, about a half dozen alumni 
from other CC groups were also on hand, most of them traveling to Kyiv from 
other cities in Ukraine.  The event, which also celebrated Chicago as the home of 
President Barack Obama, took place in one of the most prestigious Ukrainian 
universities and was well attended by students, faculty, guests, embassy and 
USAID staff, and alumni from many USG programs. The embassy is looking 
forward to similar successful collaboration in the future.  

 
The alumni survey of participants from the 2007 Book Publishing and Distribution 
group is attached to this report. 

 
Meetings 

* Over 18 meetings were conducted by staff to promote the Music Management and 
two Crimea programs.  

 
* Tamara Palyvoda and Ivanna Reed met with Christian Yarnell (Economics Officer 

at the US Embassy in Kyiv) to discuss the planned alumni event on copyright laws 
and intellectual property issues. They also met with Olena Scherbakova, 
Department Head, and Alexey Shanchuk, Chief Expert, from the European 
Integration and International Cooperation Division of the State Department of 
Intellectual Property at the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine.  In 
addition, e-mail communication about the project was established with the 
Intellectual Property Law Enforcement Coordinator for Eastern Europe (USDoJ) in 
Sofia, Bulgaria and a representative of the Commercial Law Development Program 
in Kyiv.  The event was proposed by alumni of the Book Publishing and 
Distribution group (2007).    

 
* Iryna Tushnytska and Ivanna Reed made a presentation about CC for the Kyiv 

USAID Mission Director and about 12-15 program/technical officers. 
 
* CC staff member, Zhenya Grigorenko represented PH International at the 

Community Connections theme selection committee meeting. 
 
Media Coverage 

Two press conferences were held.  In addition, CC was covered by the following 
media: 

 
Crimea Press Conferences:  

1. Company “Lingvist”- Halan Iryna, Director 
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2. Crimea Health Center – Holovko Natalya Petrovna 



3. Emergency Situations Department of ES Ministry of Ukraine in Crimea – 
Serhiyenko Maksym Leonidovych 

4. Crimea Control and Rescue Service – Melnykov Volodymyr 
5. Senior Doctor of the Kuybyshevo District Hospital - Talgat Mamutov (CCP 

Alumnus, 2005) 
6. TRK Neapol (News division) – Correspondent, operator 
7. City TRK Radio (News division) – Correspondent Yulia Khodakova 
8. Radio Assol – Correspondent Ksenia Plyushkina 
9. Trans-M Radio – Correspondent 
10. Newspaper “Krymskiye Isvestiya” (All-Crimea) -  Correspondent 
11. Newspaper “Krymskoye Vremya” (All-Crimea) -  Correspondent Aleksey 

Lokhvitskiy 
12. Newspaper “Poluostrov” (All-Crimea) -  Correspondent Torsinova 
13. Internet Inform-Agency “KIA” – Correspondent 
14. Internet Inform-Agency “Crimea News” - Correspondent 
15. Internet  News Agency  - Correspondent 
16. Internet  Information Portal  - Correspondent 
17. Inform Agency “E-Crimea” 

 
Post press-conference media: 

Newspapers: 

1. “Krymskoye Vremya”, circulation: 15380 issues per week.  
2. “Krymskiye Isvestuya”, circulation: 22349 issues per week. 
3. Crimea Inform Agency http://kianews.com.ua/node/6954 

 
TV and radio: 

1. Radio GTR “Krym” TRK /  broadcast “News,” April 1, 2009 
2. Radio “Assol” / the broadcast “News,” April 1, 2009 (15:00, 18:00, 21:00, 

24:00) 
3. TV “Neapol” 

 
Two publications with a total circulation of 37,729 copies carried articles about the 
Community Connections program press-conference.  Information was broadcast four 
times as part of TV news and five times in radio news. 
Online media: 

1. http://time4news.org/content/v-simferopole-prezentovali-programmy-stazhirovki-
v-ssha  
2. http://www-ki.rada.crimea.ua/nomera/2009/065/stazhirovka.html    
3. http://www.e-
crimea.info/2009/04/01/20041/V_etom_godu_20_spetsialistov_iz_Kryima_smogut_p
royti_stazhirovku_v_SSHA.shtml  
4. http://www.e-
crimea.info/2009/04/01/20040/V_Kryimu_nachali_otbor_spetsialistov_dlya_stazhiro
vki_v_SHtatah.shtml 
5. http://www.e-
crimea.info/2009/04/01/pressrelease20055/Programmyi_stazhirovki_v_SSHA.shtml 
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* Five radio broadcasts were made on the Sumy state FM radio station “Sloboda” 
about the US program, Citizen Dialogue for the Promotion of Social Responsibility. 
Three were live call-in shows which, along with Q&A, featured presentations about 
the program by the alumni.  One was an informational broadcast about the 
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program and CCP in general.  The final broadcast was a taped program describing 
the US experience from the point of view of one of the participants.  

 
* A news article written by another alumnus from this group appeared in a Sumy 

oblast newspaper, Krolevetskyy Visnyk.  It describes the program, the host family 
experience, the cultural program and life in the US. 

 
* Alumni of the Teaching Youth about Ecology group took part in several TV 

broadcasts about the program.  A local Kirovohrad station broadcast a live show 
during which four alumni had the opportunity to talk about their U.S. program.  
Another show was coverage of a round table on ecological issues which included 
three alumni. Finally, one of the regular informational programs prepared by an 
ecology-oriented NGO, Zelena Varta, and broadcast nationally on the TV station 
TONIS,  featured a story about the participation of the head of the organization’s 
Kirovohrad Region chapter in CC.    

 
Cost-Saving Measures 

None to report. 

 
Staffing Updates: 

None 

 
 

 
 
 
 

American Councils/Kazakhstan 
    

 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events   

* A new VERF for the Eco-Tourism and Community-Based Tourism Development for 
South Kazakhstan program was submitted and approved in June.  

 
* Ten judges from the cities of Almaty and Astana and the oblasts of Karaganda and 

Akmola participated in the Judicial Reform program hosted by World Affairs 
Council of St. Louis, MO from April 22- May 13. 

 
* Participants from the cities of Almaty and Astana, and Jambyl and South 

Kazakhstan oblasts participated in the CC program study tour Anti-Trafficking; 
NGO and Government Cooperation in Los-Angeles, CA, hosted by International 
Visitors Council of Los Angeles from May 6-27. 
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* Seven Kostanai-based alumni of the SME program and one from the Youth NGOs 
program participated in a meeting with U.S. Embassy DCM Milas as part of his 
visit to the Kostanai American Corner opening ceremony on May 25th. 

 
* Community Connections staff conducted the 6-9 Month Follow-On Evaluation 

interviews with nine Agribusiness program alumni from South Kazakhstan and 
Almaty regions. 

 
* Community Connections staff submitted a new VERF for the Municipal Support for 

Small Business Development program for Aktobe city and oblast.  This VERF was 
approved by USAID in August.     

 
* Ten medical doctors from Pavlodar and Karaganda oblasts participated in the 

Infection Control and Blood Safety program hosted by International Visitor Center 
of Chicago, IL from August 5-26.   

 
* Saltanat Igenbekova, an alumna of the Business Associations program was 

elected President of the Damu Microfinance Foundation, which is tasked by the 
government to support small business development in Kazakhstan. 

  
* Seven Small and Medium Enterprise program alumni from Kostanai organized and 

participated in the regional Entrepreneurship Forum dedicated to small business 
development in their region.     

 
* Community Connections staff conducted the 6-9 Month Evaluation interviews with 

eight alumni of the Disabled Support Organizations program from Almaty.  
 
* Sergey Makhashev, leader of the Bratstvo Afghan War Invalids organization and 

alumnus of the Disabled Support Organizations program, founded a taxi company 
for the disabled called Invotaxi. 

 
Meetings  

* Community Connections staff conducted meetings with USAID/CAR, Eurasia 
Foundation of Central Asia, and Kazakhstan Tourism Association to gather 
information and develop the new Tourism Development study program for 
southern regions of Kazakhstan.  

* Community Connections staff conducted a debriefing with Anti-Trafficking 
program alumni upon their return, with the participation of acting USAID/CAR 
mission director Janet Ballentyne and mass media representatives. 

* CC program staff also conducted debriefings with Judicial Reform program alumni 
during the Infection Control recruiting trip in Central Kazakhstan regions.  This 
was in lieu of the usual Almaty de-brief, since the group was re-routed to Astana 
on their return due to flight delays in the U.S.  

 
* Community Connections staff conducted meetings with the USAID/CAR and with 

staff of the Business Environment Improvement and Kazakhstan Small Business 
Development Projects to gather information and develop the new Municipal 
Support for Small Business Development program for Aktobe oblast.  
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* Community Connections staff, along with USAID/CAR Health Officers, conducted a 
debriefing with Infection Control and Blood Safety program alumni upon their 
return. 



* CC program staff participated in the Almaty City Civil Forum, dedicated to further 
develop NGO and government collaborations. The Forum was initiated by national 
and Almaty city parliamentarians. CC staff presented information about the CC 
program to Forum participants. 

 
* CC Program Coordinator Tynybek Baitokov had the unique opportunity to visit the 

US to provide program oversight for the Infection Control and Blood Safety Group 
in Chicago.  The program was hosted by IVC of Chicago.  He also met with WL 
and ACCELS staff to discuss CC program field implementation.   

 
Media Coverage 

* An article on the Anti-trafficking program was published by the national 
newspaper “Panorama”. 

 
* Askar Keshkimbaev, Judicial Reform program alumnus, wrote an article about the 

Judicial Reform program study tour in the national judicial newspaper “Zan.” 
 
* Aigul Aitzhanova, Judicial Reform program alumna, wrote an article about the 

Judicial Reform program study tour in the national judicial newspaper “Zan”.  Two 
articles were also published in the US about the group. 

 
Cost -Saving Measures 

* CC staff conducted interviews with Infection Control program semifinalists at 
Karaganda American corner and Astana Education Advising Center, resulting in 
cost savings for room rental.  CC program staff also conducted the Infection 
Control Tier 1 PDO at American Councils representative office in Astana, resulting 
in further savings on conference room rental. 

 
* CC staff conducted interviews with Tourism program and Blood Safety and 

Infection Control applicants at the Shymkent and Karaganda American Corners 
free of charge. 

 
* CC program staff conducted a Tier 1 orientation for the Tourism Development 

program at the American Councils office, resulting in room rental savings. 
 
* A debriefing with the Blood Safety and Infection Control program alumni was 

conducted at the Kazzhol Hotel free of charge. 
 
* Tourism Development program advertising materials were distributed via websites 

of partner organizations such as the Kazakhstan Tourist Association, Regional 
Environmental Center and Global Environmental Foundation free of charge. 
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American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 

 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events 

* In April and June, nine-month evaluations were conducted for the following 
programs: Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam for Professional Women 
(2008), and Congruence of Religious and Secular Education (2008).  

 
* A round table entitled “Religious Tolerance” in the Kyrgyz communities was 

conducted on April 28 by five CC/KG alumni of the Religion in a Secular Society 
programs (2006 and 2008).  The city of Naryn was selected as the site for the 
round table to help to resolve local religious disputes and help community 
members and government representatives to have better understanding, respect 
and tolerance about different religious groups. 

 
* On April 17, CC staff conducted the 1st Pre-Departure Orientation (PDO) for the 

finalists and alternates of the Blood Safety and Infection Control program in the 
ACCELS office in Osh.  On May 28th, CC Staff conducted the 2nd PDO for finalists 
of the Blood Safety and Infection Control program in the ACCELS office in Bishkek. 
Following the orientation, 10 finalists left for Almaty to board their flight.  Upon 
their return June 20th, the same group was met by CC staff in Almaty airport. The 
group reported that the program exceeded their expectations and was successful.   

 
* Throughout April, CC Coordinator Almaz Dushembiev held informational 

meetings/consultations with potential program participants countrywide for the 
Role of Local Councils in Community Development program.  In Naryn this took 
place during an official session of the ciity council with local TV and radio 
representatives present.  Interested local councils were required to nominate two 
candidates to participate in the program.   

 
Thirty one applications were submitted to American Councils/Kyrgyzstan office by 
the May 4 deadline and pre-screened.  Five applications were incomplete and 
were disqualified for this reason.  

Between May 16 and 21, the Application Reading Committee evaluated the 
application forms.  The application readers were: Elvira Kahn, Lawyer, Freedom 
House and Damir Bisembin, Consultant, Asian Development Bank.  The 
Committee evaluated twenty six application forms and twenty two applicants were 
chosen as semifinalists.  

 
Semifinalists were interviewed on May 2 and 3. The interview committee consisted 
of Almaz Dushembiev, CC/KG Coordinator, and Irina G. Ford, American Public 
University.  As a result of the interviews, 10 finalists and three alternate were 
identified and approved by the USAID/CAR mission. 
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On June 30th, Almaz Dushembiev and Rabya Baysubanova (new CC/KG assistant) 
conducted the 1st PDO for the above mentioned finalists and alternates in the 
ACCELS office in Bishkek. 

 
* VERFs for the University Administration and Quality Education and Energy 

Efficiency and the Role of Social Sector programs were developed and approved 
by the USAID mission and EGAT.  From June 15th to 25th, CC staff made 
countrywide recruiting and promotional trips for these two programs. 

 
* From July 1 through July 10, Almaz Dushembiev recruited country-wide and made 

application pickup trips for two programs: University Administration and Quality 
Education, and Energy Efficiency and Role of Social Sector. After pre-screening 
applications, CC staff and local experts conducted interviews and ranked 
applicants for the aforementioned groups on August 3 and August 14. 

 
* On August 11th, Tier II orientation for the Role of Local Councils in Community 

Development group was conducted. The 10 PDO participants represented 10 
municipal councils from five oblasts. 

 
* On September 2, Tier I orientation for finalists and alternates of the University 

Administration and Quality Education program was conducted. The 12 participants 
represented 9 universities from 5 oblasts. 

 
* Tier I orientation for participants from the Energy Efficiency and Role of Social 

Sector group was conducted on September 7. Thirteen participants, representing 
six oblasts, took part. 

 
* From September 3 through September 25, Almaz Dushembiev made two regional 

recruiting trips for the Jewelry-Making program, during which he held 
informational meetings and consultations with potential program participants in 
Chui and Osh oblasts. 

 
* Ten alumni worked with CC staff on a VERF and VEP for a high-level roundtable 

discussion on religious schools in Kyrgyzstan.  Both were approved by USAID and 
EGAT. The round table will be held in Bishkek on October 20. The roundtable is 
expected to result in changes in religious school education in Kyrgyzstan by 
facilitating dialogue among civil society, religious community and the government. 
Recommendations from the round table will also impact the production of teaching 
materials for Religious Studies programs, as CC alumni (2008) Muratbek 
Imankulov and Sabyr Iptarov are involved in the production of such material. 

 
Meetings 

* On May 13, Almaz Dushembiev and Everett Peachey had a meeting with 
Myrzarachman Karimov, USAID Project Management Assistant, and Nilufar 
Umaralieva, Project Management Assistant/EG, USAID/Kyrgyzstan to discuss 
VERF development. 

* On May 18, Akylbek Joldoshov and Gulnura Abytalieva had a meeting with 
Gulnara Derbisheva, Deputy of the National Parliament and CC/KG 2008 alumna 
of the Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam for Professional Women 
group to discuss a CC/KG Alumni Success Story. 
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* On June 15, Almaz Dushembiev and Myrzarachman Karimov had a meeting with 
Boris Kubaev, Deputy Minister of Education, to discuss CC/KG programs 
promotion.  

 
* On August 20, Almaz Dushembiev met with Myrza Karimov, USAID/Bishkek 

Project Management Assistant, and Erkin Konurbaev, USAID/Kyrgyzstan/Osh 
Project Management Assistant, to discuss the Jewelry-Making VERF development. 
The VERF for the Jewelry Making program was subsequently developed by CC 
staff and approved by the USAID mission and EGAT.  

 
* On August 26 and 27, CC Kyrgyzstan staff, Cale Wagner, Almaz Dushenbiev, and 

Aklybek Joldoshov, visited Almaty to participate in a cross-training with Almaty CC 
staff Tynybek Baitokov and Jessica Leonard. A number of implementation 
challenges were discussed such as current practice of arrivals/departures through 
Almaty nationwide rather than geographically targeted recruitment, and the 
composition of reading and interview committees. On August 27th, CC Kyrgyz 
Republic and Kazakhstan staff met with Rabiga Baytokova, Steve Majors and John 
Morgan of the USAID/Mission Almaty to discuss program implementation in the 
Kyrgyz Republic. The meeting resulted in some clarifications that will be 
considered for inclusion in the new USAID mission order on CC. 

 
* On September 23, Almaz Dushembiev had a meeting with Shahruh Ibragimov, 

Alumni Association Chairperson, to discuss an event proposal for a conference 
which will bring together CC alumni to share experience and exchange ideas.  

 
Media Coverage 

* On April 5th, CC/KG placed program announcement advertisements in the national 
newspaper “Slovo Kyrgyzstana” and the local newspaper “Osh Park.” 

 
* On June 15th, CC/KG placed ads in two national newspapers “Slovo Kyrgyzstana” 

and “Kut Bilim” and one in Osh local newspaper “Echo Osha.” 
 
* On September 8, CC staff placed ads in Vechenrni Bishkek and Osh Park 

newspapers to recruit professionals for the Jewelry-Making program.  
 
Cost -Saving Measures 

As noted above, cost savings were achieved by holding orientations in the CC office.  
CC/KG also shared a bus from Almaty Airport to Bishkek with another program group 
and saved about $250. 
 
Staffing Updates 

* Cale Wagner replaced Everett Peachey and Country Director on May 20. 
 
* Community Connections Program Assistant Gulnura Abytalieva temporarily left 

her position (maternity leave) on May 29, 2009.  Rabia Baisubanova joined the 
American Councils/Kyrgyz Republic team in the position of Community 
Connections Program Assistant.   
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American Councils /Tajikistan 

 

 
 
 

Noteworthy Events 

* From June 24 to the 26, Hafiz Mulojanov of Tajik Agrarian University, Susan 
Dankovich of the US Embassy Tajikistan and Malika Bahovadinova, CC 
Coordinator, conducted interviews with applicants for the Veterinarians for 
Livestock program.  Interviews took place in Dushanbe and in Khujand.  
Community Connections received more than 90 eligible applications from 
veterinarians, Ministry of Agriculture officials, and academics from the Tajik 
Agrarian University. 

 
* On June 28, Community Connections staff members conducted a Tier I orientation 

for the Veterinarians for Livestock program at the American Councils office.  
Hospital Management program alumnus Rakhimi Nurali attended the orientation 
to share his impressions about the program and his experience as a CC alumnus. 

 
* Nigora Negmatulova, CC Loan Management alumnus and CC staff met to discuss a 

draft VERF on alumni plans to provide English language and leadership 
development training for girls from poor Istravshan families.  The VERF was 
approved by the mission, and the program implementation started in July 2009. 

 
* Community Connections was widely publicized during the annual Education USA 

Fair in April, which took place in Dushanbe and several other cities.  At the final 
fair in Dushanbe, CC staff made a presentation on the CC program and presented 
as part of the American Councils panel session. 

 
* On June 18, Malika Bahovadinova delivered training on project proposal writing 

for alumni of the Women Leaders program (2007).  The training had been 
requested a number of times by alumni who became engaged in non-
governmental organizations, and was positively assessed by alumni who attended. 

* CC staff conducted a nine month evaluation of the City Planning program through 
in person and phone interviews.  For the most part, City Planning alumni had 
implemented the action plans they developed in Tajikistan and the US, thus 
contributing to improved city design and construction methods. 

 
* From July through September, one VERF was submitted to USAID for approval for 

the Small and Medium Enterprise Development in Agro Business. Also, one in-
country VERF was submitted to USAID for approval of funding to provide training 
in English and leadership development for disadvantaged girls with the help of 
volunteers in Istravshan, Soghd Oblast. USAID approved the VERF and the 
training is currently underway.   
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* Nationwide recruiting in Tajikistan took place for the Agro-Business Small and 
Medium Enterprise Development (SME) program. The program promotion and call 
for applications ended on August 24 with 100 applications submitted. Candidates 

http://www.33ff.com/flags/worldflags/Tajikistan_flag.html�


come from all regions of Tajikistan. Community Connections staff conducted 
consultations in Khujand and Dushanbe at two drop-off locations for the program.  
Out of 100 candidates, 35 were shortlisted for the interview round. The interview 
panel conducted interviews in Khujand and Dushanbe at the end of September 
and sent the list of proposed finalists and alternates to USAID for approval.  

 
* On August 10, Malika Bahovadinova conducted a consultation at the Khujand 

Advising Centre for those applying to the SME program. Ten entrepreneurs 
received consultation on how to fill out the CC program application.  

 
* On August 24, Aziza Ernazarova went to Khujand for the second round of 

consultations for candidates applying for the SME program.  
 
* In September, the Community Connections team proposed themes for the 2010 

year and directed topics to American Councils Kazakhstan office for further 
consideration.  

 
* In September, Malika Bahovadinova and Numon Abduhamedov, CC Alumni 

(2006), met in the American Councils office to draft the next in-country VERF. 
They developed a VERF on Drama Theatres, which was submitted to the USAID 
mission for further consideration and approval.  

 
* Veterinarians for Livestock program participants successfully returned to 

Tajikistan on August 20. 
  
* The Community Connections office in Tajikistan worked with alumni to prepare 

proposals for the USG alumni fund at the US Embassy.  Four USG alumni grants 
were awarded to CC alumni:  
• Shodiev Faridun, alumnus of the 2009 Loan Management program, received a 

grant to set up a CC Alumni Association.  
• Toshmatov Bahodur, alumnus of the 2006 Fruit and Vegetable Processing 

program, received a grant to conduct training on California fruit-drying 
methods for apricot producers in northern Tajikistan.  

• Numov Abduhamedov, alumnus of the 2006 Healthy Lifestyle Education 
program, received a grant to research the efficacy of practices employed by 
the Tajikistan mass media to combat HIV.  

• Viktor Lyadskii, alumnus of the Fruit and Vegetable Processing group, 
implemented a project to strengthen partnerships between the Association of 
Enterprises and Cooperatives and rural NGOs to ensure more complete use of 
resources of the Association.  

 
* Alumni of the Library Management group (2008), Avgonov Kurbon and Aslieva 

Musina, are giving dramatic performances in the Children’s Library in Dushanbe to 
encourage children to visit libraries. They learned this approach in Nebraska and 
are now actively using it.  

Meetings  
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* Malika Bahovadinova met with City Planning program alumni in Khujand to 
discuss their progress in implementing their actions plans and other results of 
their participation in the Community Connections program.  



* On June 30, Malika Bahovadinova met with Faridun Shodiev, director of 
Community Connections Alumni Association and Steve Lam, Urban Institute, to 
discuss cooperation and possible follow-on activities with other USG alumni.  

 
* On June 29, Malika Bahovadinova met with Nurali Shukurov, director of the 

Business Improvement Project in Tajikistan, to discuss the upcoming program on 
Small and Medium Enterprise Development.  On July 7, Malika Bahovadinova 
arranged a meeting with the Consultant and Deputy Project Director of the USAID 
Business Environment Improvement project (Pragma) to brainstorm ideas for the 
Small and Medium Enterprise Development program.  

 
* On July 8th, Malika Bahovadinova met with Daler Asrorov, USAID Dushanbe 

Program Management Specialist, to discuss the VERF for the SME Development 
program.  

 
* On the August 11th, Malika Bahovadinova took the opportunity to monitor 

implementation of the in-country program in Istravshan, travelling from Khujand, 
where recruitment was taking place. The Host Organization is implementing the 
in-country training on time and with efficient use of funds. Malika Bahovadinova 
provided recommendations for some adjustments to improve the training, such as 
changing the setting for English classes to make more space for girls and 
recruiting girls from poor families.   

 
* In September, Senior Program Officer Ray Nayler met with the USAID mission and 

the new US Ambassador, Ken Gross, to discuss current USAID programs and 
present the Community Connections program. 

 
Media Coverage 

* As a result of the press event on February 19 marking the return of the Hospital 
Management group to Tajikistan from Charlotte, NC, six journalists from the local 
newspapers published articles about the CC program.  Two newspapers published 
major articles about the Community Connections program and the Hospital 
Management group.   

  
* The Community Connections Alumni Association launched a new website on June 

30 (http://www.comcon.tj).  This website will provide information and a space for 
USG alumni for their professional development and networking.  

* The SME Development program was widely advertised in local newspapers and 
radio. The CC Program Specialist placed three-week announcements in the 
popular weekly newspaper “Asia-Plus,” and ads on the Radio stations “Asia Plus” 
broadcasting nationally, and Radio “Teroz” in Khujand.  

 
* A press event was organized in honor of the return of Tajik veterinarians. Seven 

journalists from local newspapers attended the press event, along with a TV team 
from a local station. TV press covered the event with program participant and 
USAID/TJ office commentary for two days on a local news channel.   

 
* The link below is an article published by a leading news agency in Tajikistan. 

http://www.khovar.tj/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=13108 The 
translated article follows.   
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* Another article about the Tajik veterinarian program was also published in a 
Central Asian newspaper. http://www.ca-news.org/news/203691   

 
* The US Embassy in Tajikistan also contributed to the distribution of information on 

the SME program by posting advertisements on the US embassy website. The 
advertisement text is also attached in this report.  

 
Cost -Saving Measures  

* American Councils office was used as a venue for the training on project proposal 
writing which resulted in savings of $120.  

 
* The press event for the Veterinarians for Livestock program was organized at the 

American Councils office. This helped the program to save $100 in rent payment.  
 
* Hafiz Mulodjanov, interview panel member, covered his ticket to Khujand for 

interviews himself, which saved CC program $135.  
 
Staffing Updates 
None 
 
 
 

American Councils/Turkmenistan 
 

 
 

Noteworthy Events 

* The VERF for the program Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents was 
approved by USAID/EGAT/AQE and forwarded to World Learning.  The program is 
scheduled for October 7 – October 28.  Promoting Effective Local Governance was 
postponed to June 2009.  

 
* CC staff conducted interviews for Promoting Effective Local Governance semi-

finalists on April 20.  Tier I Orientation for the group was held on May 2nd. Tier 2 
Orientation for the Promoting Effective Local Governance group was conducted on 
June 2.  

 
* On May 3, the CC Alumni Roundtable 2009: Introducing Modern Tourism Industry 

took place.  The purpose of CC alumni roundtable was to share experience, assess 
alumni needs, and identify opportunities for future cooperation between CC 
alumni.  CC alumni were able to generate ideas for joint projects and develop 
strategic plans for their implementation.  

 
* On June 3, the Promoting Effective Local Governance group left for Columbus, 

Ohio. 
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* CC staff conducted interviews for the Promoting Alternative Energy Technologies 
group on June 18 and June 20.  Tier I Orientation for the group was held on June 
26. 
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* Recruitment for the Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents group ended 
on June 23.  Twenty five application forms were submitted. 

 
* On July 22, the Promoting Alternative Energy Technologies group left for the 

United States. The group was hosted by the Iowa Resource for International 
Service (IRIS) located in Ames, Iowa. 

  
* CC staff conducted interviews for the City Management in the U.S. group on 

August 8. Tier II Orientation for the City Management in the U.S. group was 
conducted on September 1.  

 
* On September 2, the City Management in the U.S. group left for the United 

States. The group was hosted by the International Affairs Council (IAC) of North 
Carolina, located in Raleigh, North Carolina. 

 
* CC staff conducted interviews for the Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic 

Incidents group on July 29-30. Tier I Orientation for the group was held on 
September 4, 2009.    

 
Meetings 

* On May 6, Carter Johnson and Natalya Akmuradova took part in a celebration of 
the 15th Anniversary of USAID Partnership with Turkmenistan.  The goal of the 
event was to increase public awareness of USAID activities in Turkmenistan 
among government, local counterparts, general population, and donors in order to 
generate increased visibility of the American people’s assistance to Turkmenistan.  
CC staff presented information about the Community Connections program, its 
successes, and 2009 themes. 

 
* On June 2, Carter Johnson participated in a USAID/TKO Partners’ Meeting. 

Partners exchanged information about their projects and current activities and 
discussed common challenges their organizations face operating in Turkmenistan. 

 
* On June 7 and June 14, Natalya Akmuradova participated in Education Fairs 

conducted in Mary and Dashoguz.  Experts in Emergency Medicine Road Traffic 
Incidents were invited to attend a recruitment presentation on that program, as 
well as a more general overview of the Community Connections program goals 
and objectives, recruitment and the selection process.  

 
* From June 7 to July 6, Natalya Akmuradova had meetings with alumni of the 

Introducing Principles of Modern Surveillance of Infectious Diseases program.  The 
meetings were held as part of a nine-month evaluation process designed to collect 
information about how CC alumni applied the experience they acquired on the CC 
program.    

 
* On July 10, Natalya Akmuradova conducted a debriefing session with participants 

of the Promoting Effective Local Governance group. Participants shared their 
impressions of the visit to the U.S., discussed professional and cultural 
components of the CC program, and talked about tentative projects to implement 
in the field of local governance. 
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* From August 3 through August 21, Natalya Akmuradova had meetings with alumni 
of Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan Healthcare group. The 



meetings were held as part of the nine-month evaluation process designed to 
collect information about how CC alumni applied the experience they acquired on 
the CC program.    

 
* On August 11, Carter Johnson and Natalya Akmuradova had a meeting with 

Rabiga Baytokova, Exchanges Program Management Specialist, Program Office, 
USAID/CAR, and Steven Majors, Program/Project Development Officer, Program 
Office, USAID/CAR. The goal of the meeting was to share information about the 
status of the Community Connections program in Turkmenistan, program 
successes and challenges faced in the process of program implementation. 
Representatives of USAID/CAR shared their views on the impact and perspectives 
of the program in the region. 

 
* On September 9, Natalya Akmuradova conducted a debriefing session with 

participants of the Promoting Alternative Energy Technologies group. Participants 
shared their impressions of the visit to the U.S., discussed professional and 
cultural components of the CC program, and identified potential areas for future 
collaboration in the field of alternative energy.  

 
* From September 9 through September 11, Natalya Akmuradova took part in an 

Education Fair organized by the Ministry of Education and Chamber of Commerce 
of Turkmenistan. At the Education Fair, representatives of international 
organizations provided information about exchange programs and other 
opportunities available for citizens of Turkmenistan. Natalya presented 
Community Connections Program and distributed general program information 
among potential participants.   

 
* On September 11, Natalya Akmuradova participated in a USAID Partners’ 

Meeting. Partners exchanged information about their projects and current 
activities and discussed common challenges their organizations face operating in 
Turkmenistan. 

 
Media Coverage 

* The outreach strategy aimed at collaboration with local newspapers is being 
modified through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan.  Most programs 
scheduled for 2009 are designed for government employees only and thus require 
nominations from appropriate ministries.  Information about the programs was 
distributed through USAID Contractors, the PAS networks (listserv, Information 
Resource center, etc.), the OSCE Center in Ashgabat, UN Projects, and American 
Corner networks.  Candidates for this program were recommended by USAID 
Contractors and government organizations working in the field. 

 
* The announcement about Emergency Medicine and Road Traffic Incidents program 

was placed on the US Embassy’s website. 
 
* CC staff designed a new modular Community Connections brochure that enables 

us to replace program-specific information (for example, Emergency Medicine) 
while maintaining the general Community Connections information. This should 
help us reach prospective applicants more easily by more specifically targeting the 
required audience.  
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Cost -Saving Measures 

Savings on room rental were achieved by conducting program events at the 
American Councils office in Ashgabat.  Additionally, CC program materials were 
translated by the American Councils staff, which also saved money on translation of 
materials.  
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I. World Learning/DC Updates 

 
 

 
   Washington, D.C. 

 
Group/Visitor Arrivals: April –September2008 
 

Country Number of US Groups Number of US Visitors
Armenia 2 22 
Azerbaijan 4 39 
Belarus 5 49 
Georgia 4 40 
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Kazakhstan 2 20 
Kyrgyzstan 3 30 
Moldova 2 19 
Russia 12 118 
Tajikistan 2 20 
Turkmenistan 2 17 
Serbia 0 0 
Ukraine 10 101 
Uzbekistan 3 28 
Total 51 503 

 
Program Highlights: 
As indicated in the chart above, World Learning successfully procured, monitored and 
evaluated 51 programs for 493 visitors during this period.   
 
While World Learning’s field sub-contractors, CSED, Project Harmony, and American 
Councils, worked with their respective USAID missions to determine specific program 
themes, design VERFs and conduct a thorough recruitment and selection of CC visitors, 
World Learning conducted an extensive procurement process to select the most 
appropriate Hosting Organizations.   
 
Recruitment and selection procedures include intensive outreach, application review, 
interviewing, testing, collection of participant data, international travel arrangements, 
visa processing, and pre-departure orientation, including SWOT and SMART analysis, 
and preliminary action planning for all groups.   
 
A transparent procurement allows World Learning to select the most appropriate Hosting 
Organizations based on a competitive bidding process of soliciting two capability 
statements for each program.  In order to secure two submissions per program, World  
Learning contacted an average of two Hosting Organizations per program (Hosting 
Organizations were contacted 102 times during this period). Based on the capability 
statements submitted by the Hosting Organizations, World Learning provided USAID 
Missions with recommendations for 51 Hosting Organizations best able to meet overall 
program objectives through proposed cultural activities, site visits, home-stay 
placements, job-shadowing and effective action planning sessions.   
 
Please see the following attached World Learning procurement documents:  
 
2006-2008 Community Connections Comprehensive List of Themes  
  List of Themes by Country. 
2008 Community Connections Bidding List  
  Real-time report to track Host Organization bidding status for FY08 programs.   
2006-2008 Community Connections Bidding History   
 Summary report of Host Organization bidding history since program inception.  
2008 Community Connections Procurement Status Report  
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Status of programs by tracked by country, VERF approval, Program dates, Host 
Organization, VEP approval, final budget, and EPSR.    

End of Program Summary Reports (EPSRs)  
End of Program Summary Reports prepared by the World Learning Program 
Officers at the completion of each program.  

 
World Learning developed guidelines/best practices for field offices/missions to consider 
when recruiting disabled participants for Community Connections. 
 
World Learning worked with EGAT to review recommendations made in the Keith 
Sherper Report and determine what edits/additions should be included in the CC Chapter 
of the HICD Practicioner’s Handbook. 
 
World Learning started the Host Organization annual evaluation process. The 
performance of all Host Organizations are being evaluated. Deficiencies will be 
addressed before the FY09 program cycle.  
  
World Learning distributed more stringent guidelines and procedures for Host 
Organizations to follow when recruiting, selecting, and monitoring host families.  
 
During this period World Learning worked closely with EGAT/AQE to develop the 
invitation list, arrange logistics and design a program agenda for three cluster meetings 
scheduled to take place in Chisinau, Kyiv, and Almaty from October 14-25, 2008. The 
purpose of these meetings is to bring together Mission and EGAT staff, and World 
Learning, and its sub-contractor staff, to discuss lessons-learned and best practices for the 
next two years of the Community Connections Task Order.   
 
June 25, July 16, and September 8 & 23 Lisa Posner Olocco and Eric Corens met with 
EGAT to plan for the October Cluster Meetings held in Chisinau, Kyiv, and Almaty. 
 
 
Contract Deliverables: 
April 30, 2008 the Community Connections Semi-Annual report (October 2007-March 
2008) was submitted to USAID/EGAT. 
 
Community Connections Checkbooks and Administrative Cost Financial Reports have 
been submitted to USAID Missions and USAID/EGAT on the 15th of each month.  
 
Site Visits and Conferences: 
April 2008, Milena Alexander, WL Program Officer, traveled Seattle, WA to conduct a 
monitoring visit of the Russian Investigative Journalism group at FRAEC. 
 
June 2008, Eric Corens, Senior Program Officer conducted a monitoring visit with the 
Moldovan Public Acquisitions Group in Baltimore, Maryland at the World Trade Center 
Institute. 
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May 2008, World Learning Community Connections staff attended the NAFSA Annual 
Conference in Washington, DC.  World Learning staff talked with many NAFSA 
members about becoming pre-qualified Host Organizations.    
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Savings Measures:  
 
World Learning requires a 20% cost share from all host organizations. The total cost 
share for 51 programs awarded totals $820,260. 
 
Additional significant cost savings has been incurred by placing 493 participants with 
volunteer host families.  
 
Hosting Organization Outreach:   
 
June 2008, Lisa Posner Olocco met with Peggy Parfvanoff, Executive Director, 
International Visitors Center of Chicago. Peggy discussed several of the IVCC’s self-
funded follow-on programs and the on-going relationships between participants and their 
professional and homestay hosts.  
 
July 2008 World Learning met with Julie Stagliano, the incoming Executive Director at 
Heartland International.  
 
July 2008,  Sandra McCormick, Executive Director of World Services LaCrosse visited 
World Learning to discuss the Community Connections Program. 
 
July 2008   Robert Minnis, Executive Director of International Health Programs/Public 
Health Institute from Santa Cruz visited World Learning to learn how to become a pre-
qualified Host Organization.  
 
July 2008 Lisa Posner Olocco and Colin Davies met with Mary Fran Doyle World 
Learning’s Country Director for Community Connections in Serbia. 
 
August 2008, World Learning CC staff met with Richard Maclean, President of Global 
Education Services, a long-time FORECAST training provider and Community 
Connections Host Organization.  
 
August 2008, Jim Scott, Board of Directors of International House Davis, visited World 
Learning to learn how to become a pre-qualified Hosting Organization.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIELD OFFICE ACTIVITY REPORTS 
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II. Field Office Activity Reports 

 
          CSED/Moldova 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events:   
Two groups completed their programs in the US. The E-Governance group hosted by the 
Iowa Council for International Understanding, Des Moines, Iowa started their program 
on April 30, 2008 and completed it on May 22, 2008. The Public Acquisitions group 
hosted by the World Trade Center Institute, Baltimore, Maryland departed on June 4 and 
returned back to Moldova on June 26, 2008. 
 
On April 9, 2008 CSED organized the first PDO for the E-Governance group. The 
meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. The second PDO 
was held a day before the departure on April 29, 2008.  One of the finalists did not 
participate in the program. One week before departure Mr. Sergiu Sitnic was named 
General Director of the National Regulatory Agency in Telecommunications and 
Informatics of the Republic of Moldova.  The group departed to Des Moines, Iowa on 
April 30, 2008 and returned on May 22, 2008. 
 
On May 14, 2008 CSED organized the first PDO for the Public Acquisitions group. The 
meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. The second PDO 
was held a day before the departure on June 3rd, 2008.  
 
The PDO meetings were held according the PDO procedures described in the World 
Learning Field Operations Manual and all the participants received the information in 
Romanian and Russian. 
 

CSED conducted a debriefing meeting on June 12th for the E-Governance group that 
completed their program in May. The meeting was held at CSED’s office, 9 group 
members participated in the debriefing. All participants shared their impressions about 
the program in the US. The general impression of the group regarding the cultural and 
professional components of the program was very good. The debriefing report was 
prepared and sent to World Learning.  
 
CSED staff started identifying possible topics for the 2008-2009 CC programs.  
In this aspect CSED met representatives of Civil Society, International Projects and 
Organizations, Governmental Officials. 
 
CSED conducted a debriefing meeting on July 11th for the Public Acquisitions 
Specialists group that completed their program in June. The meeting was held at CSED’s 
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office and all members of the group participated tin debriefing. All participants shared 
their impressions about the program in the US. The general impression of the group 
regarding the cultural and professional components of the program was very good.  

Foremost, the CC program gave visitors a great experience to find out about America and 
its people through homestays and different cultural and community activities. The 
program offered participants a unique opportunity to enrich their conceptual spectrum 
within the professional and personal background. It influenced their way of perception 
and solving the difficulties encountered in the Public Acquisitions field, and has 
introduced new means of implementing and supervising the Public Acquisitions System.  

 
The VERF Online Library created by World Learning was of big help this year as we 
could see what programs are implemented in other countries and analyze in details the 
intended program objectives and outcomes. In many cases the problems that other CIS 
countries are facing are also applicable for other states in the region.  
 
After multiple discussions with USAID and US Embassy representatives the following 
four themes were selected:  

1. Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention  
2. Local Economic Development 
3. City Planning 
4. Hospital Management  

 
According to the obligated amount only 2 groups will be selected this year.   CSED is 
planning to start the recruitment campaign mid October and set the deadline for receiving 
application for both programs on November 28th 2008.  
During the month of September CSED assisted World Learning in organizing the cluster 
meeting that originally was scheduled in Georgia, but after the conflict, was moved to 
Moldova. It will include CC USAID and implementer staff from Moldova, Georgia, 
Armenia, and Azerbaijan. 

Meetings:  
CSED met with representatives of civil society, international projects and organizations 
in order to identify the most important areas to be considered when proposing the themes 
for the 2008-2009 CC programs.   
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CSED is using the VAT exemption for ALL the expenses related to the program. Thus 
allowing saving 20% of all expenses.  
 
PDO’s and interviews are held at CSED’ office, this allows savings on room rental. 
CSED negotiated with the Travel Agent a group discount, as well as free taxi vouchers 
for transportation to the airport for all the participants.   
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All presentations organized by CSED in the regions were held in conference rooms 
provided for free by Local Public Authorities or CC Alumni.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Daniela Flocosu, Program Coordinator resigned on September 12, 2008.  
 

 
World Learning/Serbia 

 

 
 

Noteworthy Events 
In preparation for Community Connections and in providing on the ground research to 
USAID and the Public Affairs Department for the development of the scope of work, our 
staff was asked to meet with almost all USAID contractors who had any relationship to 
the themes proposed by the US Ambassador and others to help refine some of the 
concepts.  All USAID implementers that we met with was excited about the program and 
offered their assistance for recruitment and possible follow-up.  They saw considerable 
synergy between some aspects of their current programs and what was possible through 
CC.   
 
WL/Serbia met on 5 occasions with various staff of the USAID Agrobusiness Project to 
discuss the Marketing, Farming Cooperatives and Associations, and Youth and 
Employment themes (Once with COP Gene Neill and several staff, twice with Deputy 
Bill Emerson and once with Graham Donovan, both Coop specialists, twice with Remer 
Lane, marketing specialist, and once with Michele Owens about Future Farmers and 4H 
(Youth and Employment and Ivana who works on this as well).   
 
WL/Serbia met with DAI/SCOPES (the emergency preparedness and economic security 
project on 3 different occasions related to all the themes (once with COP Michael 
Pillsbury, once with Program Team Leader Maury Bridges and her staff, and once with 
the whole staff to distribute materials and briefly answer questions).   
 
Three meetings with the Competitiveness Project focused on the themes of marketing, 
youth and employment, and village and rural tourism (once with COP Bill Seas, with Ana 
Trbovich, marketing specialist, and then with the whole staff).   
 
WL/Serbia met with the USAID contractor, the Institute for Sustainable Communities 
and Civic Initiatives about both youth related projects (Enrique Roig and Tanja Azanac). 
 
WL/Serbia met with Steve Rosenberg at the MEGA project and some of his staff about 
City Managers and Planners and got their insights and approach. 
 

 9 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cache.virtualtourist.com/1281167-Travel_Picture-Serbian_Flag.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.badeagle.com/journal/archives/2008_07.html&h=370&w=560&sz=22&hl=en&start=2&usg=__YG-Acif8HL9qKGcxSnswNuz07lE=&tbnid=TioxZPqb0ZZVQM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=133&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dserbian%2Bflag%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG�


WL met with Djorde Stanocic, the head of the Standing Conference on Towns and 
Municipalities and his staff about various themes related to local government. They 
promised to list things on their website and recruit. 
 
Hassan Ahmed and his staff at USDA at the US Embassy gave WL their perspectives on 
two themes related to agriculture: Village and Rural Tourism and Farming Cooperatives 
and Associations. They shared their email list of all agricultural extension agents and 
promised to help recruit. 
 
Dr. Suzana Djordjevic at the Ministry of Agriculture gave us her insights into Village and 
Rural Tourism and Farming Cooperatives and Associations and also promised support. 
 
Ana Perisic from the Ministry of Economy and Regional Development gave us some 
additional information about the directions related to themes of local government and 
Youth and Employment. 
 
WL/Serbia met twice with officials of the Ministry of Youth and Sports (once with the 
Youth Side- Ivana Kovacevic and Zorica Labudovac and once with Dragan Atanasov on 
the Sports side) about both Youth Programs. 
 
Dragan Atanasov referred us to the Federation for School Sports for the Youth and Sports 
Program and we traveled to a regional conference they were having and talked to the 
Director Slobodan Cicanovic and the staff present from the areas we would be recruiting 
from for Youth and Sports. They shared their ideas and interest in the program and to 
post the program on their website.  
 
Jagoda Jovicevic at the National Tourist Organization gave us all of her contacts for local 
providers when we met with her about Village and Rural Tourism. She also invited us to 
a National Tourism Fair they were sponsoring and Tanja Potezica and Ivana Zivkovic 
went and she introduced them to many providers and told them about the program and 
learned more about this sector. 
 
Tanja and Ivana from WL also attended a Job Fair in Belgrade to see about Youth and 
Employment contacts and Ivana met with the program officer of Junior Achievement, 
Irena Komazec. 
 
Ivana and Mary Fran (WL) met with the head of the Business Incubator at the Technical 
University, Gordana Danilovic Grkovic about Youth and Employment and Marketing. 
 
WL/Serbia met with staff of the American Corners in Belgrade, Nis, Novi Sad, and 
Vranje and explained the program and they promised their assistance with dissemination 
of materials, recruitment, hosting meetings, and posting things on their websites. 
 
All field staff of USAID in Nis, Vranje, and Novi Pazar, and the Director of the Field 
staff Art Flanagan were consulted and briefed on Community Connections. They also 
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promised assistance and recruitment.  All USAID CTOs and Team Leaders were also 
briefed by email and by visits and dissemination of materials. 
 
During the third quarter in preparation for the next two VERFS on Marketing and Youth 
and employment services, WL conducted several other meetings with other USAID 
contractors including 2 meetings with DAI SCOPES (Michael Pillsbury, Maury Wray-
Bridges, and Aleks Mentov) who have expanded their youth operations, with several staff 
from the Agribusiness Project (Gene Neill, Remer Lane, Ivana Petrovic) about both 
marketing in agribusiness and their youth entrepreneur program for agricultural 
vocational schools, and two meetings with Ana Trbovich from the USAID 
Competitiveness Project about marketing and their focus sectors and their work with the 
Career Development Centers and Junior Achievement. 
 
Other meetings that related to these two VERFs were with Dejana Lazic the head of the 
Career Center at the University of Belgrade and her staff since the university has just 
upgraded their status, funding, and relationship with the university, with Ana Perisic from 
the International Relations Department of the Ministry of Local and Regional Economic 
Development since they have now taken over the National Employment Services and we 
also discussed Municipal Local Economic Development Advisors program with her as 
well. She promised to assist us in getting appointments with the appropriate State 
Secretaries on the Ministry related to these two areas. 
 
WL/Serbia met with Henry Scott from SEED and Kerri Hannon, the new Desk Officer 
for PD in Washington when they visited from Washington and talked about the 
Community Connections Program with them and the Public Affairs staff from the US 
Embassy here. 
 
 Tom Kelly the COP of NDI invited us to talk to his staff about the Community 
Connections Program. They promised to help with recruitment, especially for Municipal 
Local Economic Development Advisors. 
 
Media Coverage 
Print Media:  24 Hours on June 3, Blic, Danas, and Politika, on June 4 (also picked up by 
AP). (These were from Ambassador’s press conference and are the most widely read 
newspapers with nationwide circulation in Serbia and 24 Hours from an interview Ivana 
gave before).  Revija Uno – monthly magazine on tourism, July 2008 issue based on 
interview done with Ivana of WL. 
 
TV Stations:  B-92 morning show- Dizanje on June 7 (Ivana appeared on the program) 
RTS 1 on the Belgrade Chronicle on June 5 and the Morning show on June 7 (they came 
our office and taped Mary Fran Doyle, Susan Delja, the Cultural Attaché, and Ivana). 
They indicated that the phones were ringing off the hook after these programs. This is the 
most widely seen network in Serbia. 
 
Local TV Stations in Nis TV 5, RTV Vranje, Nis RTV Belle Amie, TV Nis, and three 
local channels in Uzice. 

 11 



 
Radio Stations: Two in Belgrade, City Radio Nis, Radio Smederevo, Radio Backi 
Petrovac, Radio Leskovac, Radio Vranje, and two radio stations in Uzice. 
 
The US Embassy issued a press release about Jennifer Brush meeting with the Village 
and Rural Tourism group at the final PDO on September 22. Articles appeared in Tanjug 
and in 24 Hours and on Fonet afterwards.  
 
On September 29, USAID printed a special bulletin insert in Blic, the largest daily in 
Serbia.  Community Connections was featured in a half page insert in this bulletin. The 
bulletin will also be available on pdf. format on the USAID Serbia/Montenegro website 
shortly. 
 
Cost-Saving Measures:  
WL/Serbia saved $245 by renting a car for Community Connections rather than hiring a 
driver. WL registered with the Serbian authorities to qualify for gas coupons, which 
allows us to save 18% on gas purchases which in June amounted to $32.   There were 
also VAT savings on some CC purchases. 
  
 

 
Project Harmony / Armenia 

 

 

Noteworthy Events: 
CC staff received approval from USAID for the Tourism Educators Exchange VERF.  
A debriefing session for the Inclusive Education group took place in April. Participants 
shared successes and offered suggestions for program improvement. A recommendation 
packet will also be submitted to the Ministry of Education and Science on ways to 
integrate inclusive education practices into the Armenian education system. The 
debriefing report was sent to World Learning.  
 
Selection interviews for the Theater Management theme were held April 21-22. Tier I 
and Tier II orientations for the Theater Management group were conducted on May 13 
and June 11; the group departed on June 12. 
 
CC staff began recruitment and promotion of the Tourism Educator exchange in all 
universities and colleges in which students were eligible to apply. Thirty-six applications 
were received by the May 12 submission deadline. Following initial screening, the 
reading committee invited 29 semi-finalists for interviews on June 17-18; medical 
examinations were held on June 19.  
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Nine-month post-program interviews were held with the Museum Management group; 
the resulting report was sent to World Learning and USAID  (see reports attached.) 
 
CC staff submitted 2009 CC theme recommendations for USAID review. 
 
A debriefing session for the Theater Management group took place in July. Participants 
shared successes and offered suggestions for program improvement. The debriefing 
report was sent to World Learning.  
 
Tier I and Tier II orientations for the Tourism Educator Exchange group were conducted 
on July 10 and September 12; the group departed on September 15. Alan Saffery, Senior 
Competitiveness Expert from the Competitive Armenian Private Sector Project (CAPS) 
who was involved in the design of the theme from the beginning was present at both 
events. He highlighted the role of CAPS in helping out with any the follow-on activities 
and expressed an interested in future collaboration with the group.  
 
Nine-month post-program interviews were held with the Water User Associations 
(WUAs) and Business Unions and Associations (BUA). The resulting report for WUAs 
was ready and sent to World Learning and USAID.  

USAID approved three CC themes and an alternate one for 2009.  The VERF for one of 
those themes, Film Making, has already been developed by CC/Armenia staff and 
approved by USAID.  

Meetings: 
CC staff and USAID representatives Yeva Hyusyan and Ara Barsam met with Alan 
Saffery, Senior Competitiveness Expert from the Competitive Armenian Private Sector 
Project (CAPS). The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Tourism Regional 
Development theme. Upon his recommendation, the theme was modified and the name 
changed to the Tourism Educator exchange. Saffery shared the CAPS report on Tourism 
Skills and Knowledge Needs Assessment with USAID and CC staff, providing an 
excellent overview of the tourism industry in Armenia.  
 
Jack Medzorian, Vice-President of the Cambridge Yerevan Sister City Association 
(CYSCA) visited Armenia and met with CC staff and the Theater Management group. 
The CC team discussed the program and participant expectations with Medzorian. 
Medzorian also met with Alan Saffery of CAPS to explore how the Tourism Educator 
exchange could be modified to better meet educator needs.  
 
The CC team and Project Harmony Country Director Mariam Martirosyan met with Ethel 
Brooks, Field Technical Advisor at the Department of Agriculture and Trade (EGAT) in 
USAID’s Bureau of Economic Growth during her visit to Armenia. The group discussed 
program-related issues, focusing on the need to support participants after the end of the 
program. Meetings were organized at the museums of alumni from the Museum 
Management theme, providing an opportunity for alumni to share their successes with 
Brooks. 
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CC/Armenia staff had a meeting with Armine Khachatryan, an expert from the Ministry 
of Culture, who provided information on film studios and non-profit organizations in the 
film making field in Armenia. A number of meetings with representatives from the film 
industry were conducted to help design the program’s VERF; including meetings with the 
Director of Armenian National Film Center, the Artistic Director of the Golden Apricot 
Annual Film Festival, and the Director of the Armenian National Cinematheque 
(Filmadaran).   
 
CC/Armenia staff and Project Harmony Country Director Mariam Martirosyan met with 
USAID representative Ara Barsam, Supervisory Public Information Officer who 
temporarily replaces Yeva Hyusyan, the Cross Cutting Team Leader. The meeting was 
mainly devoted to the detailed discussion of the 2009 approved themes, their goals and 
objectives, target groups, and implementation dates. As one of the themes approved by 
the Assistance Coordination Group (ACG) was a repeated theme (Special Education), it 
was decided that the VERF will be modified by the CC team and sent to the appropriate 
US agency for additions and comments.  
 
CC/Armenia staff participated in a round table organized by the Inclusive Education 
alumni where they detailed their impressions and shared information on the US trip 
through presentations and slide shows. Participating in the round table were all special 
school directors, NGO representatives, and the staff from the Medical and Psychological-
Pedagogical Center. The presentations were followed with active discussions by all the 
participants. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Advertisements for the Tourism Educator Exchange theme were placed in the two local 
newspapers, Aravot and Azg.  

Cost-Saving Measures: 
Promotion for the Tourism Educator exchange was conducted individually in each 
university and college, where space was provided free of change. This allowed the CC 
team to forego the presentation usually conducted for larger audiences, saving $70 USD.   
 
CC staff received a 50% discount in the room rental rate for Tier I orientation for Theater 
Management group from the AUA Business Center, saving $100 USD.  
  
The Tier I orientation for Tourism Educators group was conducted in the University 
Guest House where CC/Armenia staff received discount of $20. The Tier II orientation 
for the Tourism Educators was held at the AUA Business Center, which provided a 
discount of $70 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Due to a decrease in funding, the position of CC Program Coordinator, filled by Piruza 
Manukyan, was eliminated. Manukyan’s contract ended on April 11, 2008.    
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Project Harmony/Azerbaijan 

 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
On April 15, CC staff conducted Tier I orientation for Media Defense and the 
Development of Alternative Media. IREX, who implements the Media Advancement 
Project, participated in the orientation. On May 27, CC staff conducted Tier II 
orientation. The group then traveled to Columbus, Ohio, returning to Baku on June 19.  
 
A total of 38 applications were submitted for participation in the State Budget 
Development and Management exchange. The selection committee met in early April to 
review applications, after which they interviewed 21 semi-finalists on April 11. Ten 
primary and three alternate participants were approved by USAID. On April 28, CC staff 
conducted Tier I orientation with the participation of a USAID representative and a 2007 
CC alumnus. Tier II orientation took place on June 10. The group left for Columbus, 
Ohio on June 11, and will return to Baku on July 3. 
 
A total of 65 applications were submitted for participation in the Corporate Social 
Responsibility exchange. The selection committee met in mid-April to review 
applications, after which they interviewed 21 semi-finalists on May 1. Ten primary and 
three alternate participants were approved by USAID. On May 19, CC staff conducted 
Tier I orientation with the participation of Eurasia Foundation, which implements the 
Corporate Social Investment Project, as well as a 2007 CC alumnus. The group will leave 
for Kansas City, Missouri on July 23.  
 
A total of 72 applications were submitted for participation in the Quality Improvement 
and Evidence-based Medicine exchange. The selection committee met in late April to 
review applications, after which they interviewed 21 semi-finalists on May 12. Ten 
primary and three alternate participants were approved by USAID. On June 2, CC staff 
conducted Tier I orientation with the participation of ABT Associates, which implements 
the Primary Health Care Strengthening Project, as well as a 2007 CC alumnus. The group 
will leave for Worcester, Massachusetts on August 6. 
 
The participants of State Budget Development and Management exchange left for 
Columbus, OH on June 11 and returned to Baku on July 3. 
 
On July 22 CC staff conducted the TIER II orientation for the Corporate Social 
Responsibility group. The group left for Kansas, MO on July 23 and returned to Baku on 
August 15.  
 
On August 5 CC staff conducted the TIER II orientation for the Quality Improvement and 
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Evidence-based Medicine group. The group left for Worcester, MA on August 6 and 
returned to Baku on August 29. 
 
In June and July CC staff conducted 6-9-month evaluation interviews with all CC 2007 
groups.  
 
Meetings:  
In mid-June, CC Regional Director Naomi Wachs visited the Azerbaijan office to meet 
with staff, discuss program activities and provide regional updates. 
 
On June 12, Kerry Cosby, CC Country Director, Naomi Wachs, CC Regional Director, 
and Sariya Hasanova, CC Program Manager, met with Tamika Cameron, the new 
Program Officer at USAID Azerbaijan, and Sarvat Maharramov, Program Management 
Specialist. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss CC program processes, including 
VEC, VERF and themes for 2009.  
 
On July 17 and September 19 Kerry Cosby, CC Country Director and Sariya Hasanova, 
CC Program Manager, met with USAID SO 2.1 Democracy and Governance team 
leaders to discuss new themes. 
 
Media Coverage: 
“Community Connections: Corporate Social Responsibility Exchange Program” appeared 
in the Azerbaijan Corporate Social Investment e-Bulletin of Eurasia Partnership 
Foundation in May 2008. 
 
An article entitled Corporate Social Responsibility Exchange Participants Explore Civic 
Role of Business was published in 7th issue of the Azerbaijan Corporate Social 
Investment e-Bulletin of Eurasia Partnership Foundation, August 29, 2008. 
 
Zenfira Alibayova, an Alumna of the 2008 Media Defense and the Development of 
Alternative Media exchange, published three articles entitled Flying to America in 
www.contact.com.az online newspaper, July 2008.  
http://www.contact.com.az/index.php?type=news&lang=az&news_id=6653 
http://www.contact.com.az/preview.php?type=news&lang=az&news_id=6818 
http://www.contact.com.az/preview.php?type=news&lang=az&news_id=6985 
 
An article entitled Professional Exchange in US about the CC Corporate Social 
Responsibility exchange was published on the website: www.ganca.az on September 23, 
2008. 
http://www.ganca.az/arxiv/2008/9/09_23_abshda_tecrube_mubadilesinde.html 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Rashad Mammadov, CC Logistics Coordinator left CC/Azerbaijan in September. 
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Project Harmony/Georgia 
 

 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Interviews for three groups were held in April, including Film Production (April 1-2), 
Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority Rights (April 15-16) and Vocational 
Education and Business Alliances (April 29-30). 
 
Tier I and II orientations for Film Production took place on May 14 and June 10; the 
group departed on June 11. 
 
Two regional promotions were held in May. Thirty-five people attended the Rural 
Environmental Management in Select Tourist Areas promotion in Akhaltsikhe and 
Borjomi (Samstkhe-Javakheti region). Promotional events for Community Empowerment 
and Rural School Administration in the Keda and Khevlachauri districts of the Adjara 
Autonomous Republic included 77 people.    

Two consultations were conducted in June. The Rural Environmental Management in 
Selected Tourist Areas, held in Samstkhe-Javakheti region, was attended by 18 people. 
The consultation in Adjara Autonomous Republic for the Community Empowerment and 
Rural School Administration program was attended by 26 people.  

The application deadline for Management of Regional Media Outlets was June 4, though 
only 29 applications were received because a similar program was held the previous year. 
CC staff prescreened four applications. On the recommendation of CC staff, USAID 
opted to skip the reading committee.  

The application deadline for Rural Environmental Management in Select Tourist Areas 
was June 9; 56 applications were received and 25 candidates were invited for interviews 
on June 26-27.  

The application deadline for Community Empowerment and Rural School Administration 
was June 10; 53 applications were received and 25 candidates were invited for interviews 
to be held in July.  

Tier II orientation for Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority Rights was held on 
June 23. 

The Film Production group arrived from the US on July 5. Their debriefing session was 
held on July 11.   
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The Tier II orientation for Tolerance, Community Relations, and Minority Rights 
program was held on July 22. The group left on July 23 for Iowa. Due to the conflict in 
Georgia, they had to be re-routed through Yerevan on their return trip and taken by van 
back to Tbilisi.  Their debriefing session was held on September 5. 

Interviews for Community Empowerment and Rural School Administration program 
were conducted July 7-8, 2008 in Batumi. The planned dates for the Tier I orientation had 
to be postponed due to the conflict in Georgia, but was rescheduled for September 2. The 
Tier II orientation was held on September 30. 

Interviews for Regional Media Management program conducted were conducted July 17-
18 in Tbilisi. The Tier I orientation was held on September 29.   

On July 30, the Tier I Orientation for Vocational Education group was held in Kutaisi, 
Imereti region.  The Tier II was held on September 2, and the group left on September 3 
and returned on September 26. 

The Tier I orientation was held for the Environmental Management in Selected Tourist 
Areas Program in Borjomi on September 1.  This had had to be postponed due to the 
conflict in Georgia.  Despite the short time available, participants were able to get visa 
interviews. However, only 9 of the 14 participants passed.  The group had their Tier II 
orientation on September 16 and left for the US on September 17 

Meetings:  
Berdia Natsvlishvili, CC Program Manager, and Naomi Wachs, CC Regional Director, 
met with Ethel Brooks from EGAT and Keti Chogovadze, USAID Caucasus Program 
Manager for CC. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the program, meet with 
program finalists at the Film Production Tier I orientation and visit alumni of the Wine 
Tourism and Investigative Journalism themes. 
 
The CC Program Manager attended a presentation about a new wine tour offered by two 
alumni from the Wine Tourism program.   
 
During promotion in Adjara Autonomous Republic, the CC Program Manager met with 
CHF International, the Director of Adjara State Library, the Student Advising Center of 
Batumi and the Minister of Education and Science of the Adjara Autonomous Republic. 
 
During promotion in Samstkhe-Javakheti region, the CC Program Manager met with the 
Chairman of Akhaltsikhe City Hall and several municipal representatives. 

Berdia Natsvlishvili, the CC program manager for Georgia, attended a meeting at USAID 
with Film Production alumni. The meeting was designed to find out more how USAID’s 
contractors can help film program alumni in creating a legal framework for film 
production industry in Georgia in order to attract investment. USAID Economic Growth 
and Project Support office representatives and Chemonics International, who implement 
the Business Climate Reform Project, attended the meeting.  
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Media Coverage: 
Program advertisements appeared in the weekly newspaper Batumelebi on May 28 and 
June 4, as well as on the Media Network (www.media.ge) and through the CENN mailing 
list.  Advertisements: Weekly newspaper Batumelebi, May 28 and June 4  
  Media Network www.media.ge 

CENN mailing list  
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
The Batumi branch office of CHF International donated a room for consultations. CHF 
also served as an application drop-off point for the Community Empowerment and Rural 
School Administration program.  
 
Kheda and Khevlachauri Educational Resource Centers donated offices for Community 
Empowerment and Rural School Administration program promotion.  
 
The Media Center in Borjomi donated a room for program promotion, consultations and 
interviews for Rural Environmental Management in Selected Tourist Areas. The Media 
Center also served as an application drop-off point.  
 
The Adult Education Center in Akhaltsikhe donated a room for promotion of Rural 
Environmental Management in Selected Tourist Areas.   
 
Shipping of applications for the Rural Environmental Management in Selected Tourist 
Areas was done free of charge by local partners.  
 
The interview room for the Community Empowerment and Rural School Administration 
program was donated by Batumi State Library. 
 
The Tier I orientation space for the Vocational Education and Business Alliances group 
was provided by the office of one of the program participants.  
 
The Tier I orientation space for the Community Empowerment and Rural School 
Administration program was donated by the Tourism Competence Centre in Batumi 
 
Staffing Updates:  No changes. 

 
Project Harmony / Russia  

 

 
Noteworthy Events:  
During this reporting period, the recruitment for the last four exchanges for FY 2008 
were successfully completed. 
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The Community Economic Development program attracted 63 applications, with 
interviews taking place in Vologda on May 14. Tier I orientation for 15 semi-finalists 
was conducted on June 7.   
 
In Altai region, 46 applications were submitted for the Social Assistance and Community 
Engagement program. Interviews were conducted on June 11. 
 
Fifty applications were received from Novosibirsk region for Public Oversight and 
Citizens Control. Interviews with 24 candidates took place on June 10.  
 
Recruitment for Disaster Response and Emergency Management in Leningrad region 
ended on June 20, with 25 applications received. Interviews are scheduled for July 2. 
 
Participants from Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention (Krasnoyars 
region) and Community Assistance to Vulnerable Children (Novosibirsk region) returned 
from the US on May 2 and 16, respectively. 
 
On June 13, Maternal and Child Health (Moscow) and Tolerance, Community Relations 
and Minority Rights (St. Petersburg) returned from the US. 
 
The Youth and Civic Participation group, hosted by Global Education Services, returned 
from Seattle, Washington on June 27.  
 
CC program staff conducted Tier I orientations for the following programs: 
 

• Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority Rights (St. Petersburg) 
• Maternal and Child Health (Moscow) 
• Youth and Civic Participation (Petrozavodsk) 
• Community-based Health and Social Care Models for Vulnerable Populations 

(Orenburg) 
• Partnerships in Addressing Environmental Safety Issues (Vladivostok) 
• Public-Private Partnerships: Infrastructure Finance (Perm) 
• Community Economic Development (Vologda) 

 
Website: 
From April-June 2008, eleven news stories and announcements were posted on the 
Community Connections website, as well as three success stories from program alumni 
and regular news about the program. The Russian-language Regional Facilitators page 
was updated, as was the Announcements page reflecting information about and 
applications for three new groups. An Alumni Directory page was created in the Alumni 
section of the site with 2006 and 2007 alumni directories and photo galleries.  
 
A total of 146 announcements were sent to alumni through two electronic mailing lists. 
As of June 25, the Competitions, Funds and Grants newsletter 
(resources@projectharmony.ru) attracted an additional 243 subscribers since the previous 
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reporting period, bringing the total number of subscribers to 1,203. This is an increase of 
243 persons over the previous reporting period. The CCF-Russia Program News mailing 
list (cc_news@projectharmony.ru) contains 956 users, an increase of 185 individuals 
since the previous reporting period.  
 
April 2008: 
4,173 Visits  
3,247 Unique Visitors  
11,300 Pageviews 
 
May 2008: 
4,431 Visits  
3,551 Unique Visitors  
10,629 Pageviews 
 
June 2008: 
4,508 Visits  
3,385 Unique Visitors  
11,403 Pageviews 
 
Country/Territory: Visits: 
1. Russia  3,059  
2. United States 2,099  
3. Georgia  1,713  
4. Ukraine  1,470  
5. Azerbaijan  1,006  
6. Armenia  287  
 
From July-September 2008, nineteen news stories and announcements were posted, as 
well as four success stories from program alumni. The Alumni Directory webpage with 
2008 alumni directories and photo galleries was updated. CC Web-site coordinator 
continued to post press articles about the program – seven Russian language articles and 
seven English language articles were uploaded on the website.  
 
A total of 69 announcements were sent to alumni through two electronic mailing lists. As 
of September 25, the Competitions, Funds and Grants newsletter 
(resources@projectharmony.ru) attracted an additional 168 subscribers since the previous 
reporting period, bringing the total number of subscribers to 1,371. The CCF-Russia 
Program News mailing list (cc_news@projectharmony.ru) contains 1097 users, an 
increase of 141 individuals since the previous reporting period.  
 
July 2008:  
3,615 Visits  
116.61 Visits / Day 
2,725 Absolute Unique Visitors  
9,400 Pageviews 
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August 2008 
2,990 Visits  
96.45 Visits / Day  
2,384 Absolute Unique Visitors 
7,835 Pageviews 
 
September 2008:  
3,634 Visits  
113.56 Visits / Day  
2,857 Absolute Unique Visitors 
9,091 Pageviews 
 
Country/Territory Visits 
 
1. Russia              2,394  
2. United States  2,062  
3. Ukraine  889  
4. Georgia  811  
5. Azerbaijan  804  
8. Armenia  208 
 
Participants from the Community-based Health and Social Care Models for Vulnerable 
Populations (Orenburg region) and Partnerships in Addressing Environmental Safety 
Issues (the Far East) groups returned from the US on July 18 and 19, respectively. 
 
On August 8, participants from the Public-Private Partnerships: Infrastructure Finance 
(Perm region) and Community Economic Development (Vologda region) groups returned 
from the US. 
 
In early July the interview for the candidates for Disaster Response and Emergency 
Management program was held in Saint Petersburg. Tier I and II orientations for this 
group took place on August 30 and September 24; the group departed on September 25. 
 
A Tier I orientation was conducted in Barnaul for the Social Assistance and Community 
Engagement group, which left for the US on August 7.   
 
A Tier I orientation was held in Novosibirsk for the Public Oversight and Citizen’s 
Control in the US, and a Tier II held on September 16. The group left on September 17. 
  
Meetings:  
Tatiana Baklykova met with Yelena Andryshenkova, Director of the Information 
Resource Center in the St. Petersburg offices of the US Consulate General, to discuss 
Community Connections and J-1 visa procedures for CC participants in St. Petersburg.  
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Daria Khrapova attended USAID training focused on compliance with environmental 
requirements for USAID-financed projects.  
 
In September, Svetlana Laletina, the Far East CC Program Coordinator, attended a 
meeting about alumni networking and the American Centers/Corners. The meeting was 
held at the US Consulate in Vladivostok and was attended by USAID implementing 
partners. Laletina presented the latest CC success stories, the CC annual Report, and 
discussed the CC mailing lists  
 
During the reporting period, CC program staff met with the alumni of the Maternal and 
Child Health program in Moscow and with the participants of the Youth and Civic 
Participation group in Petrozavodsk. The alumni reported that they found the professional 
and cultural components of programs effective, useful and relevant. 
 
Media Coverage:  
On April 25, 2008, Tikhookeanskaya Zvezda Newspaper published “Do Not Loose 
Faith,” an article about Natalia Yevteeva. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=159 
 
On November 1, 2007, Tatiana Vladina of AiF-Dalinform published “Looking for Forest 
Gump,” an article about Natalia Yeveeva. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=158 
 
 “Compared to Russians, We've Got it Easy,” by Hunter George, appeared in The News 
Tribune of Seattle, Washington, on April 18, 2008. The article was translated for the CCF 
website. 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=160 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=161 
 
“Two hours for city’s benefit. Can Partisansk apply American experience?” an interview 
with Lubov Samchinskaya, published in Vesti Newsletter 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=184 
 
Tatiana Yesipova, “Novosibirsk-Sacramento: Community Connections” Semya i Deti 
(Family and Children) Magazine  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=171 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=179 
 
Natalia Soinova,“We Live in Seattlovka”, Nash Krasnoyarsky krai (Our Krasnoyarsk 
Region) Newspaper  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=169 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=180 
 
Eugeniya Mikushina, “Corridors of American Power”, Gorod U Newsletter 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=168 
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Natalia Soinova, “We make an article”, Nash Krasnoyarsky krai (Our Krasnoyarsk 
Region) Newspaper 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=165 
 
Alexandr’s Silayev, “American Summary”, Vecherniy Karsnoyarsk publishing house 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=166 
 
Nellie Zonova, “On the other side of the Pacific Ocean” Sovetskoe Priangarje Newspaper 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=164 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=170 
 
English - language media coverage: 
 “Dispatches: Orenburg, Russia”, Northern Nevada International Center's Newsletter  
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=183 
 
Telegram&Gazette, Worcester, MA published Vivian Ho’s article Russians Visit for 
Justice Goals 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=162 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=163 
 
Cost-Saving Measures:  
The opening of American Airlines flights in June provides staff with an opportunity to 
secure lower airfares. 
 
Staffing Update:  
No staffing changes to report. 
 

 
Project Harmony / Ukraine 

 

 
 
 
Noteworthy Events: 
Tier II orientations were conducted for first six groups from Ukraine and participants 
began and completed their programs. Those from Hotel and Restaurant Management, 
Family Preservation and Waste Management traveled to three different host organizations 
located in Ohio.  Secondary School Educational Administration went to Kentucky, Forest 
Preservation and National Parks to Vermont and Healthy Way of Life for Youth to 
Wisconsin. During the same period Tier-I orientations were conducted for the four 
remaining groups. 
 

 24 

http://www.tofocus.info/images/flags/ukraine-flag.gif�
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=165
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=166
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=164
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=170
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=183
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=162
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=163


All participants returned, as scheduled.  So far, all reported that they found the 
professional and cultural components of programs effective and well organized and the 
host organizations responsive and flexible.  Home stays were deemed a valuable 
experience with many comments particularly noting the warmth and generosity of host 
families.   
 
The receipt of DS 2019 forms for all groups has been timely.  Eight groups have had visa 
interviews and there were no problems with the issuance of J-1 visas.  The local May 
holidays caused a lag in participant information updates in the TraiNet/VCS system. For 
this reason, it was decided to avoid in the future group departures and returns during 
holiday periods.     
 
Alumni Follow-On Activities: 
All eleven projects connected to the “Implementing Action Plans” alumni activity have 
been completed.  A summary of each project is attached.  
 
Individual and groups action plans of participants who traveled this year continue to be 
added to the www.cc-ukraine.org.ua for alumni review and update.     
 
CCP was one of 14 USAID funded projects that was represented among a total of 38 at 
the 10th Annual Informational Fair - 2008 for the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine.  This 
event, organized by the USAID Parliamentary Development Project, is intended to 
provide national deputies, aides, assistants, staff, political factions and others with 
information about resources available in the international technical assistance and 
Ukrainian NGO communities.           
 
Tier II orientations were conducted for the four remaining groups (Historical and Cultural 
Preservation, Summer Youth Camps, Counteraction to Domestic Violence, and City 
Planning and Promotion) and the U.S. programs took place during this period.  The 
groups traveled to host organizations in Boston, Massachusetts; Des Moines, Iowa; North 
Island (near Sacramento), California and West Jordan (near Salt Lake City), Utah. So far, 
participants that have been contacted from all ten groups report that they are very pleased 
with their programs.  They feel that both the professional content and exposure to 
American cultural are invaluable experiences. Many participants remark on the warmth 
with which they were welcomed and received by their host families.        
 
Five alumni of the HIV/AIDS Combating Stigma and Discrimination (2006) group took 
part in a meeting in Simferopol, Crimea with Dr. Douglas Menarchik, USAID Assistant 
Administrator for Europe and Eurasia and other USAID staff. (Report attached.)    
 
Meetings: 
Tamara Palyvoda, CC Program Activity Manager, USAID Mission met with PH staff to 
discuss possible program themes and regions for the next fiscal year and to review ideas 
for alumni activities.   
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Tamara Palyvoda, CCP Activity Manager, USAID Mission called a panel review meeting 
to select program themes and regions for the next fiscal year as well as to discuss alumni 
events.  The members reviewed the proposed themes, eliminating several from 
consideration and tabled the meeting until more information could be gathered on the 
remaining proposals.  The panel will reconvene in mid-October.  
 
Media Coverage: 
An article written by Svitlana Shkarupa (Zaporizhzhya Group/Counteraction to Domestic 
Violence) was published in the newspaper MIG  
 
A 20 minute interview with Iryna Kuratchenko, from the same group, was aired as part of 
the program “Context” by the Zaporizhzhya Oblast State Television and Radio Company.  
 
A brief interview with Tetyana Tolstova (Zaporizhzhya Group/Counteraction to 
Domestic Violence) was aired as part of the TV program “Berdyansk News” on 
September 16, 2008. 
 
A 20 minute interview with Iryna Kuratchenko (Zaporizhzhya Group/Counteraction to 
Domestic Violence) was aired as part of the program “Context” by the Zaporizhzhya 
Oblast State Television and Radio Company 
 
Staffing Updates: 
No changes to report.  
 

 
American Councils/Belarus 

 

 
 

Noteworthy Events:   
Three groups successfully departed from and returned to Belarus: in May 2008 –
Volunteers and Volunteer Movement and Mother and Child Health; in July 2008 – 
Nature Conservation and Resource Management. 
 
The Culture Preservation program also went through the whole cycle of implementation 
over the course of this reporting period: the pool of candidates (43 applications) was 
paired down to 10 finalists who then were prepared for the program, received visas and 
pre-departure training. The participants left on June 25, 2008.  
 
Recruiting for the Integrating Disabled into Society program was completed: 38 highly 
qualified business educators were recruited, out of whom 9 finalists were approved. They 
are now making preparations to depart on July 30, 2008. 
 

 26 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.usflags.com/images/products/belarus.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.usflags.com/productDetail.asp%3FItemID%3D348&h=192&w=285&sz=4&hl=en&start=13&tbnid=Vdj-Q-PcZnYtMM:&tbnh=77&tbnw=115&prev=/images%3Fq%�


Two groups successfully departed from and returned to Belarus: in July 2008 – Culture 
Preservation; in August 2008 – Integrating Disabled into Society. 
 
Recruiting for the Preventing Substance Abuse among Youth and Children program was 
completed over this quarter. 37 highly qualified specialists were recruited, out of whom 
10 finalists were approved. They are now making preparations to depart for the U.S. on 
November 1, 2008. 
 
Meetings:  
Pre-departure orientations gathered together participants for the Nature Conservation and 
Resource Management and Culture Preservation programs. The meetings addressed the 
issues of participants’ travel schedule, the goals of the program, conditions of 
sponsorship, administrative details, and American vs. Belarus culture and practices. 
 
Pre-departure orientation will be held for the Preventing Substance Abuse among Youth 
and Children program in early October. The meeting will address the issues of 
participants’ travel schedule, the goals of the program activity, conditions of sponsorship, 
administrative details, and American vs. Belarus culture and practices. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Pre-departure orientations for CC groups were all held at the American Councils office, 
thereby saving funds on rented space. 
 
Necessitated by local restrictions on program advertising, American Councils was able to 
conduct recruitment electronically and in person with no funds dedicated to print 
advertising or materials. 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Due to the current uncertainty regarding American Councils registration in Belarus, many 
of the CC duties are being handled by Embassy staff, with the assistance of American 
Councils and World Learning. 

 
American Councils/Kazakhstan 

 

 
 

Noteworthy Events:   
Two VERFs were submitted to USAID/CAR for the upcoming Support for Organizations 
Working with Disabled People and Roles of NGOs and Professional Associations in 
Health Promotion Campaigns programs.  This quarter one in-country follow on activity 
VERF was approved for a Human Rights Summer School project. 
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Ten agribusiness representatives from South Kazkahstan, Almaty and Astana cities will 
participate in the “New Agribusiness Technologies and Food Safety and Quality 
Standards’ study tour hosted by World Services of La Crosse, WI from August 13- 
September 3rd.. 

Kavira Mukasheva, Infection Control and Blood Safety program alumna has revised 
major Kazakhstan Ministry of Health directives regarding Infection Control.  New 
changes took effect on April 30, 2008 under Law 3 253. 
 
Nurmukhamed Akhmediyanov, Religion in Secular Society program alumnus, Imam 
from the Abai city mosque and recent founder of the new NGO “Zhas Urpak,” visited 
Columbus, Ohio by invitation of his host family and the Host Organization IVC. 
 
American Councils CC staff attended the 15th anniversary of USAID in Kazakhstan.  At 
the event, CC program alumni Saltanat Igenbekova, Business Association program, 
Zhaxybaeva Sholpan and Yelshibaeva Marzhan, Media NGOs program, were awarded 
prizes for their outstanding partnership projects. 
 
Bozhko Larissa, SME program alumni, became pro rector of Rudniy Industrial Institute. 
Prior to her promotion, she had been a senior teacher at the Institute.   
 
Community Connections staff received approval of the VERF for the upcoming Role of 
Professional Associations in Health Promotion Campaigns program in the beginning of 
July.   

Staff submitted and received approval for the VEP and VEP budget for the in-country  
follow-on activity Human Rights Summer School which was initiated by four alumni 
who participated in the Human Rights program (June 2007). 

Ten agribusiness representatives from South Kazakhstan Oblast, Almaty and Astana 
cities participated in the New Agribusiness Technologies, and Food Safety and Quality 
Standards program hosted by World Services of La Crosse, WI from August 13- 
September 3rd.   

Eleven Almaty-based participants traveled to Burlington, Vermont to take part in the 
program Disability Support Organizations from September 10 to October 1st.  This group 
was hosted by the Vermont Council on World Affairs. 
 
USAID/CAR and American Councils staff provided support to five program alumni of 
the Corporate Social Responsibility group from Uralsk to organize and conduct a 
regional-level press conference to disseminate what they learned during their program in 
the U.S.  This group’s program took place in March 2008 in Washington, D.C. 
 
Ms. Anara Zhakupova, an alumna of the Youth NGO Capacity Building program (April-
May 2006) conducted a two week English Summer School for young people from 
Pervomaisky village, East Kazakhstan region, in July with funding provided by the U.S. 
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Embassy grants program.  Contacts developed between Ms. Zhakupova and her U.S. host 
family resulted in the invitation and participation of Karen Loquvam and Dan Daniels 
from the Teach for Friendship Foundation, Tucson, AZ. 
 
Mr. Ardak Amangeldiev, a program alumnus of the Health Financing Options program, 
was appointed by government health leaders to serve as the President’s Advisor on the 
Republic of Kazakhstan Health Reform Program. 
 
Meetings:  
Community Connections program staff and USAID/CAR mission staff conducted a 
meeting with the Corporate Social Responsibility program participants upon the 
completion of their program. 
 
American Councils CC staff, together with USAID/CAR technical officers, conducted 
meetings with the National Healthy Lifestyle center and Public Health School leaders to 
gather information and develop the Health Promotion Campaign CC program.  Staff also 
held meetings with the International Invalids Association “Zhan” and other Almaty state 
department leaders to discuss ideas and themes for “Support for the organizations 
working with disabled people program.”   
 
Media Coverage: 
An article about the Youth NGO CC program was published in the Annual report of 
USAID/Kazakhstan as one of the success story of the mission’s activities for the period 
of 1992-2008   
   
Community Connections program staff facilitated debriefing meetings with alumni of the 
New Agribusiness Technologies, and Food Safety and Quality Standards, and Disability 
Support Organizations programs to learn about program impact and alumni plans.  
USAID/CAR staff participated in these meetings.  
 
Community Connections staff, together with USAID/CAR technical officers, conducted 
meetings with the USAID Kazakhstan Judicial Assistance Project staff to gather 
information and develop the upcoming Judicial Reform study program.  
  
Staff met with Karen Loquvam and Dan Daniels from Teach for Friendship Foundation 
(TFF), Tucson, AZ upon completion of their participation in the alumna-initiated English 
Summer School.  The meeting focused on future opportunities for cooperation between 
American Councils and TFF. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
The interviews for Agribusiness New Technology and Food Safety Standards program 
semifinalists and PDO 1 were conducted at the NDI office in Shymkent free of charge. 
 
Staff conducted semi-finalist interviews and PDO1 for two groups, Disability Support 
Organizations, and Role of NGOs/Professional Organizations in Health Promotion 
Campaigns in its office resulting in cost savings. 
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American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 
 

 
Noteworthy Events:   
On April 25th  Manas Mambetsadykov and Gulnura Abytalieva conducted the second 
pre-departure orientation for finalists of “Religion in Secular Society – Batken oblast and 
Alai, Chonalai, Nokat and Karakulja raions of Osh oblast” in the Community 
Connections office in Bishkek.  Following the orientation 10 finalists left for Almaty to 
board their flights.  
 
On May 17th Mr. Mambetsadykov met the same group of program participants in the 
Almaty airport and held a debriefing on May 18th in the Community Connections office 
where participants expressed their impressions and discussed the strong points and 
challenges of their program in the United States. Participants expressed very positive 
views of their programs and felt that the experience was very valuable.  A summary of 
the debriefing session was sent to World Learning.    
 

Recruitment of the third theme, “Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam for 
Professional Women,” closed on April 11th with 72 applications submitted to the 
ACCELS office.  Community Connections staff disqualified 19 incomplete applications. 
The Reading Committee evaluated the application forms for this theme on April 14-15th.  
The following readers evaluated the 53 complete applications:  

• Cale Wagner, FLEX Recruiter, ACCELS;  
• James G. Hart, former Peace Corps Volunteer;  
• Chinara Kumenova, Consultant, USAID Quality Learning Project, Creative 

Associates International Inc.;  
• Sabina Uzakova, Coordinator of JFDP and Open World Programs, ACCELS.  

 
The Committee nominated 27 applicants for participation in interviews, which took place 
in Osh on April 29th and in Bishkek on April 30th.  The interview committee consisted of 
Colin Lober, Flagship, American Councils and Gulnura Abytalieva, Community 
Connections Program Assistant, American Councils. After the interview, 10 finalists and 
5 alternates were nominated and a list of finalists/alternates was sent to the USAID 
Mission for further approval.  
On June 6th Manas Mambetsadykov and Gulnura Abytalieva conducted the first pre-
departure orientation in the Community Connections office in Bishkek for 13 candidates 
of the “Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam for Professional Women” theme. 
Two of the candidates nominated did not attend because they could not get their 
international passports on time.  
 
The deadline of the fourth theme, “Congruence of Religious and Secular Education” was 
May 16th and 68 applications were submitted to the American Councils office.  
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Community Connections staff disqualified 18 incomplete applications. The Reading 
Committee evaluated the application forms for this theme on May 19-20th.  The following 
readers evaluated the 50 complete applications:  

• Scott Shimp, former Peace Corps Volunteer; 
• James G. Hart, former Peace Corps Volunteer; 
• Kenesh Sainazarov, Director, Creative Associates International Inc. 
• Altynai Moldoeva , former specialist, Center for Education Assessment and 

Teaching Methods. 
 
The Committee nominated 25 applicants for participation in interviews, which took place 
in Osh on May 29th and in Bishkek on May 30th.  The interview committee consisted of 
Colin Lober, Flagship, ACCELS and Manas Mambetsadykov, Community Connections 
Program Assistant, ACCELS. After the interview, 10 finalists and 5 alternates were 
nominated and a list of finalists/alternates was sent to the USAID Mission for further 
approval.  

On July 17, program staff conducted the second pre-departure orientation for finalists of 
Overcoming Contemporary Challenges in Islam for Professional Women in the 
Community Connections office in Bishkek.  Following the orientation, 10 finalists left for 
Almaty to depart to the U.S.  On August 9, the group was met by Kyrgyzstan program 
staff in the Almaty airport.  
 

On July 19, program staff conducted the first pre-departure orientation for 15 participants 
of the Religious and Secular Education in Osh, Kyrgyzstan.  On August 28, staff 
conducted the second pre-departure-orientation for 10 finalists at the Community 
Connections office in Bishkek.  One hour prior to departure for the airport, one of the 
finalists, Mukaddas Kozhoniiazov, informed the CC office that he was ill and could not 
go to the United States.  At 18:00 that evening, nine finalists left for Almaty, Kazakhstan, 
to board their flights.  The first alternate in the list received his U.S. visa on September 
2nd and left for Almaty to board his flight to join the other program participants in the 
United States.  On September 19, the group returned and was met by Kyrgyzstan program 
staff in the Almaty airport.  
 
Recruitment for the Education in Community Development group ended July 11 with 43 
applications submitted.  Community Connections staff disqualified 12 incomplete 
applications.  The Reading Committee, including the following individuals, evaluated 
applications on July 14-15:  

• Cale Wagner, Future Leaders Exchange (FLEX) Program Recruiter;  
• Heather LaRuce, Visiting Scholar;  
• Chinara Kumenova, Consultant, USAID Quality Learning Project, Creative 

Associates International, Inc.;  
• Sabina Uzakova, Junior Faculty Development (JFDP) and Open World (OW) 

Program Coordinator.  
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The Committee nominated 24 applicants for participation in interviews, which took place 
in Bishkek on July 25, and in Osh on July 28.  The interview committee consisted of Tara 
O’Connor, Fulbright Fellow, Manas Mambetsadykov, Community Connections Program 
Manager, and Akylbek Joldoshov, Community Connections Monitoring and Evaluation 
Specialist in Central Asia.  After the interview, 10 finalists and five alternates were 
nominated, and a list of finalists/alternates was sent to the USAID Mission for approval.  
On September 6, staff conducted the first pre-departure orientation in the Community 
Connections office in Bishkek for 14 candidates of the Education in Community 
Development theme.  One of the candidates nominated did not attend because she could 
not get her international passport in time to participate.  
 
The deadline for the Role of Public Health Professionals and Muslim Leaders in 
Community Development application submission was August 6, and 51 applications 
were submitted.  Community Connections staff disqualified 14 incomplete applications.  
The Reading Committee, comprised of the following individuals, evaluated the 
application forms for this theme on August 14-15:  

• Meder Omurzakov, Manager, World Health Organization. 
• Keneshbek Sainazarov, Director, Creative Associates International, Inc. 
• Chinara Bazarbaeva, Candidate of Medicine, Department of Ophthalmology, 

Kyrgyz State Medical Institute. 
• Taalaygul Sabyrbekova, Director, Health NGO Ergene. 

 
The Committee nominated 27 applicants for participation in interviews, which took place 
in Osh on August 26 and 27.  The interview committee consisted of Heather LaRuce, 
Visiting Scholar, and Gulnura Abytalieva, Community Connections Program Assistant.  
After the interview, 10 finalists and five alternates were nominated and a list of 
finalists/alternates was sent to the USAID Mission for approval.  

On September 22, staff conducted the first pre-departure orientation in Osh for 15 
candidates of the Role of Public Health Professionals and Muslim Leaders in Community 
Development theme.  One of the candidates nominated was disqualified because she 
could not get her international passport in time.  
 
Two workshops (July 28-August 3rd) were organized in different regions of the country—
one in Osh for the southern alumni and in Issyk-Kul for northern alumni to provide 
opportunities for alumni to gather, discuss future alumni programming, and share 
experiences and challenges after returning to Kyrgyzstan..  The workshops were 
organized by the EdNet Association and coordinated by the Community Connections 
Program Coordinator. The events were also attended by USAID/CAR, 
USAID/Kyrgyzstan and American Councils representatives. 

Outcomes:  

• The workshops generated ideas for inter-sectoral projects.   
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• Participants received training on grant-writing and fundraising, including 
opportunities available to them as alumni of US government-sponsored programs. 

• Participants supported the idea of establishing an Alumni Association that would 
lead to implementation of the planned ideas of program alumni. 

 
• Participants recommended organizing more seminars and trainings on subjects 

such as project writing, fundraising, organizational leadership, strategic planning, 
marketing, and non-profit development. 

 
Next steps: Consider a CAR-wide conference with representation from each country.  

Meetings:  
On April 10th – 25th Manas Mambetsadykov made recruiting trips to Osh, Batken, 
Jalalabat and Chui oblasts where he met with religious and secular educators on the 
“Congruence of Religious and Secular Education” theme.  

On May 7th Gulnura Abytalieva met with the staff of Creative Associates International 
Inc. to talk about Community Connections’ fourth theme, “Education in Community 
Development”. They provided ideas and views for developing the VERF on education. In 
the future, Creative Associates International looks forward to working with the 
Community Connections alumni of this theme.   

On June 3rd USAID and AC staff met in the AC office to discuss ideas for the VERF on 
the sixth Community Connections theme, “Role of Public Health Professionals and 
Muslim Leaders in Community Development”. The following attended the meeting: 

• Myrza Karimov, Project Management Specialist, USAID;  
• Damira Bibosunova, Project Management Specialist / Health, USAID; 
• Everett Peachey, Country Director, AC; 
• Manas Mambetsadykov, Community Connections Program Specialist, AC; 
• Gulnura Abytalieva, Community Connections Program Assistant, AC. 

As a result of the meeting, participants agreed on the aspects of public health and 
community development to be included in the VERF for this theme.   

On June 9th – 24th Manas Mambetsadykov made recruiting trips to Osh, Batken, Jalalabat, 
Naryn, Issykkul, Talas and Batken oblasts on the “Education in Community 
Development” theme.  
 
On July 10-24, staff made recruiting trips to Osh, Batken, Jalalabat oblasts for the Role of 
Public Health Professionals and Muslim Leaders in Community Development thematic 
group.  
 
 
 
 

 33 



Media Coverage:  
Fatima Kasmahunova, Project Management Administrative Assistant, USAID Kyrgyz 
Republic distributed a press release about the Role of Public Health Professionals and 
Muslim Leaders in Community Development to 50 media representatives.   
  
Cost -Saving Measure:  
Some pre-departure orientations were held in the American Councils office, saving 
money on room rental. 
 
Staffing Updates:  
Akylbek Joldoshov, Regional Monitoring and Evaluation Officer started working with 
the Community Connections Program on July 10, 2008.  Jessica Leonard replaced 
Stanley Currier as Country Director.   
 

 
American Councils /Tajikistan 

 

 
Noteworthy Events:   
Active, thorough recruitment took place in Dushanbe and Khujand for the Loan 
Management program. 65 eligible applications were received from loan experts, bank 
managers and officials from the National Bank of Tajikistan. Applications are being 
evaluated by an independent panel.  
  
CC staff, in collaboration with the USAID country mission and other partners, developed 
a VERF for the upcoming Library Management program.  A final draft was submitted to 
USAID mission for further approval.  
 
Stanley Currier, regional director in Kazakhstan, visited the American Councils office in 
Dushanbe to conduct training for new Community Connections staff members and Ray 
Nayler, Senior Program Officer for American Councils programs in Tajikistan.  
 
On July 11, Community Connections staff conducted a Tier II orientation for the City 
Planning participants after visa interviews at the US Embassy.  Also, Carolyn Brian, 
Director of USAID in Tajikistan, came to meet with Tajik city planners to share her ideas 
about the upcoming trip to US.  After the PDO II, City Planners departed to Jackson, MS. 
 
On July 21, 22 and 23, Steve Kelley, Deputy Director USAID, Malika Ibragimova, the 
senior expert in GTZ and Malika Bahovadinova, Community Connections program 
coordinator conducted interviews with applicants for the Loan Management program. 
The interview process took place in Dushanbe and in Khujand.  The Loan Management 
program was particularly competitive among bankers willing to undertake internship in 
the US. Community Connections received more then 60 eligible applications from loan 
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experts, bank managers and officials from the National Bank of Tajikistan. Applications 
were evaluated by an independent panel.  As a result of interviews the panel selected 
finalists and alternates for the Program, who departed on Sept 15 to Bluefield, West 
Virginia.   
 
On 30 July, Community Connections staff in Tajikistan conducted a Tier I orientation 
meeting for the Loan Management program.  Alumna Badurbek Amirbekov of the Small 
and Medium Enterprise Business Development program of 2007 came for a working 
lunch to share his experience as a Community Connections program participant. He had 
valuable advice for bankers and they appreciated the meeting a lot. 
  
Malika Bahovadinova, Community Connections Program Coordinator, met with various 
representatives of the Tajik library sector for drafting the VERF for Library Management 
program.  The VERF had been approved and active, thorough recruitment took place in 
Dushanbe and Khujand for the program.  Community Connections received more then 30 
eligible applications from representatives of Tajik libraries and Ministry of Culture 
employees supervising the library sector.  Applications were reviewed by an independent 
panel and compiled a list of semifinalists.  The independent panel conducted interviews 
in Khujand and Dushanbe and short listed finalists and alternates for the program.  
  
Staff met with various representatives of the health sector in Tajikistan, working both in 
public and international organizations.  She met with Malika Makhkambaeva, program 
manager of Health and Educational programs for USAID, representatives of the USAID 
Zdrav Plus project and representatives of the Ministry of Health in Tajikistan. As a result 
of these meetings, Community Connections staff drafted a VERF for the Hospital 
Management program, which was forwarded for approval.   
 
Community Connections staff members conducted a Tier II orientation for the Loan 
Management program on Sept 10th.  Loan managers met with Carolyn Brian, Stephen 
Kelly from the USAID office in Dushanbe and Steve Bernard from the US embassy.  
Participants enjoyed conversations with representatives of USAID and the embassy and 
clarified some issues with them related to the cultural aspects of their stay in US. Shortly, 
loan managers departed to West Virginia.  
 
On Sept 22, The Community Connection Program Coordinator conducted Tier I 
orientation for the Library Management program participants.  Participants had a chance 
to meet Fariza Ergasheva, CC program alumna, to get insights about the program in US.  
 
Community Connections program staff started translation of the PDO materials into 
Tajik. This will help participants from rural areas to have a better understanding about the 
nature of the program and its goals.  
 
The first in-country activity in Tajikistan entails the invitation of the trainer from US to 
conduct training on monitoring and evaluation mechanisms for women’s organizations.  
David Montgomery from Emory University will conduct assessment and training during 
his 10 day visit to Tajikistan.  The training is scheduled to begin on Oct 20.  
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Meetings:  
Malika Bahovadinova and Nisso Rahmonova traveled to Sughd Oblast to conduct the 
Tier I PDO for City Planning participants. Kalonov Ibadulo, alumna from the Religion in 
Secular Society program, shared his experience in the US with the new participants and 
gave them useful advice on their trip to the US.  
 
Rahmonova Nisso and Malika Bahovadinova also took advantage of this trip to conduct 
recruiting for the Loan Management program. Also Malika and Nisso met with library 
directors to promote upcoming Library Management program, and collect information for 
the Library Management VERF.   
 
In Dushanbe, Malika Bahovadinova met with various people representing the library 
sector in Tajikistan to gain insights and ideas for drafting a VERF for the upcoming 
Library Management program. During the meetings she also promoted the forthcoming 
program for librarians. Ray Nayler and Malika Bahovadinova met with Rustam 
Mirzosherinov, Information Resource Centre (RC) director in the US embassy to collect 
information for the VERF and discuss possible follow on activities for the Library 
Management program participants jointly with the RC at the embassy.  
 
Ray Nayler, Aziza Ernazarova and Malika Bahovadinova made a monitoring trip to 
Khatlon Oblast where they visited Information Agency Payom founded by Murod Satiev, 
alumna of the Journalism Professors 2006 program. Also they met with Farogat 
Mumindzhanova, alumna of the Young Women Leaders group. American Councils’ 
group raised issues of closer alumni cooperation for development of in country VERFs in 
the near future.      
 
On July 16, Ray Nayler, AC Senior Program Officer and Malika Bahovadinova, CC 
Program Coordinator met with Stephen Kelley, USAID/CAR/Tajikistan Deputy Director 
to discuss pragmatic issues related to Community Connections and application review 
process.  
 
In Dushanbe, Malika Bahovadinova met with various people representing the health 
sector in Tajikistan to gain insights and ideas for drafting a VERF for the upcoming 
Hospital Management program.  
 
In Kazakhstan, Malika Bahovadinova had a meeting with Rabiga Baytokova regarding 
CC program issues.   
 
Media Coverage: 
The Loan Management program has been widely advertised in local newspapers and 
radio. The CC Program Coordinator placed three-week announcements in the popular 
weekly newspaper “Asia-Plus” and the “Oriono” newspaper for bankers, along with ads 
on the Radio stations “Asia Plus” broadcasting in whole Republic, and Radio “Teroz” in 
Khujand.  
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The Library Management program was widely advertised in local newspapers and radio, 
including two-week announcements in Asia-Plus and Jumhuriyat (popular weekly 
newspapers), and ads on the radio stations Asia Plus (national) and Radio Teroz 
(Khujand).  
 
An advertisement for the City Planning program was published at Khovar agency, which 
is well known across Central Asia.  
 
On August 8, the Community Connections program in Tajikistan organized a press 
briefing for city planners upon return from the U.S.  Representatives of the U.S. Embassy 
in Tajikistan, USAID and mass media attended the event. Press coverage for this program 
was considerable across Tajikistan and in the U.S.  The following are some of the links 
covering the City Planning program:  
http://en.ca-news.org/news/11808?from=rss  
http://dushanbe.usembassy.gov/pr_08082008.html  
http://www.hattiesburgamerican.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080805/NEWS01/80
8050302/-1/NEWS17 
http://www.toptj.com/ShowNews.aspx?news_id=87E6FA51-A407-4772-9567-81EC7B6509D5  
http://en.ca-news.org/news/11379 
http://www.asiaplus.tj/en/news/50/36118.html 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
Room rental at the American Corner for PDO 1 for the City Planning program was free 
of charge. Recruiting consultation hours at American Corner for the Loan Management 
were free of charge as well, generating savings of $100.  
 
Interviews for the Loan Management and Library Management programs took place at 
the Educational Advising Centre (EAC) in Khujand at no charge to the program. 
Recruiting consultation hours at the EAC in Khujand for the Library Management 
program was free of charge, as well, generating savings of $150.  
 
Advertisement at Khovar agency for the City Planning program was free of charge, 
generating $50 savings for the program.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Malika Bahovadinova replaced Nisso Rahmonova as CC Program Manager, starting on 
June 22. 

 
American Councils/Turkmenistan 

 

 
Noteworthy Events: 
Two VERFs were submitted to USAID for approval - Promoting Effective Local 
Governance and Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan Health Care. 
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The VERFs have been approved by USAID/EGAT/ED and forwarded to World 
Learning. The program Promoting Effective Local Governance was postponed until the 
Spring 2009.   
 
American Councils conducted interviews for the Introducing Principles of Modern 
Surveillance of Infectious Diseases group on August 4-5.  Tier 1 Orientation for the 
group was held on August 29.  Tier 2 Orientation for the group was conducted on 
September 30.   
 
Recruitment for the Introducing Family Medicine Principles in Turkmenistan Health Care 
group ended on August 25 with 46 application forms submitted for the program.  
Application review for the program took place September 11 through 16.  
 
On July 6, American Councils hosted the Education and Community Activism CC 
Alumni Round Table.  The purpose of CC alumni round table was to share experience, 
assess alumni needs, and identify opportunities for future cooperation between CC 
alumni.  Mr. Bill Frej, USAID/CAR Regional Mission Director, attended the round table 
and made opening remarks.  He emphasized the importance of USAID projects 
implemented in Turkmenistan.  The roundtable was also attended by the Head of the 
International Department of the Ministry of Education of Turkmenistan.  Government 
organizations shared information about government initiatives in the field of education 
and opportunities available for the Turkmen educators and representatives of community 
organizations that work with general population on various educational programs. 
International organizations presented information about the programs they implement 
together with Turkmen organizations.  They also told about the opportunities for 
education system development provided through grants and exchange programs 
 
Meetings: 
On April 2, 2008, Ms. Natalya Akmuradova had a meeting with Ms. Marie Korner, 
representative of the Europe House. The meeting focused on the agricultural programs 
implemented as part of the Community Connections Program and identified ways for 
future cooperation in the field.     
 
On April 15, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Ms. Irina Dedova, Chief of 
Party, Counterpart Turkmenistan. The goal of the meeting was to get information about 
Counterpart activities in the field of local governance, local community needs, and future 
plans in the sector. They discussed the upcoming Promoting Effective Local Governance 
program and identified areas for collaboration within Community Connections program.     
 
On April 20, 2008, the Business CC Alumni Round Table took place. It was the first 
round table in a series of CC alumni events. The purpose of CC alumni round table was 
to share experiences, assess alumni needs, and identify opportunities for future 
cooperation between CC alumni. Government organizations present at the event shared 
information about the economic reforms conducted in Turkmenistan and opportunities 
they create for Turkmen businessmen. International organizations presented information 
about the opportunities for business provided by grants and exchange programs.  
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On May 20, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova facilitated an interview conducted by Ms. Lynn 
Gardner, Public Outreach Coordinator, USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan with representatives 
of the Promoting Mass Media Development group. Lynn and CC alumni discussed their 
trip to the United States on the CC program, their impressions of the visit, and future 
professional plans.  
   
On May 25, 2008, the Agriculture CC Alumni Round Table was conducted and 
facilitated by the Management Consulting & Training agency. The round table gathered 
together local experts in the field of agriculture to discuss opportunities for growth in the 
agricultural sector of Turkmenistan.  
 
On June 3, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova made a presentation on the Community Connections 
Program at the USAID/TKO Partners’ Meeting. She discussed themes planned for the 
2008 and program successes and challenges.  She also shared information about CC 
alumni events.  
 
On June 6, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova conducted a debriefing session with participants of 
the Introducing a Modern Tourism Industry group. Participants shared their impressions 
of the visit to the U.S., discussed professional and cultural components of the CC 
program and their tentative projects to promote tourism development in Turkmenistan.    
 
On June 15, 2008, the Health CC Alumni Round Table took place. Health professionals 
who participated in Community Connections program shared experience acquired in the 
U.S., discussed obstacles they currently face, identified the skills and knowledge they 
need to apply their experience, and developed plans for future projects in their 
professional field.  
 
On June 18, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova had a meeting with Mr. Hemra Atabayev, 
Community Development Specialist, UNDP. The goal of the meeting was to discuss the 
Promoting Effective Local Governance program, share experience in the field, and 
identify areas for future collaboration. 
 
On June 22, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova participated in the Education Fair conducted in 
Dashoguz City. Ms. Akmuradova made a presentation on the Community Connections 
Program that focused on an overview of the program goals and objectives, recruiting and 
selection process, and 2008 themes.  
 
On June 27, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova facilitated a meeting between Mr. Vepa Berdiyev, 
Project Management Specialist, USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and CC alumni who 
participated in Introducing Effective School Management Methods group. They shared 
information about current status of school reforms implemented by the Ministry of 
Education. They also discussed possibilities of collaboration within USAID funded 
Quality Learning Project.    
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On June 28, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova took part in the Education Fair conducted in Mary 
City. Ms. Akmuradova made a presentation on the Community Connections Program that 
focused on an overview of the program goals and objectives, recruiting and selection 
process, and 2008 themes.          
 
On July 9, 2008, Natalya Akmuradova, Community Connections Program Coordinator, 
participated in a USAID/Turkmenistan Country Office Partners’ Meeting led by Mr. Bill 
Frej, USAID/CAR Regional Mission Director.  Partners exchanged information about 
their projects and current activities and discussed common challenges their organizations 
face operating in Turkmenistan. 
 
On July 13, 2008, staff participated in the 5th annual American Councils-organized 
Education Fair conducted in Ashgabat City.  Staff made a presentation on the Community 
Connections Program that highlighted the program goals and objectives, recruiting and 
selection process, and 2008 themes.  
 
From August 1-4, 2008, Ms. Akmuradova conducted a training session for Ms. Malika 
Bahovadinova, Community Connections Program Coordinator in Tajikistan.  The goals 
of the training included an overview of CC program main policies and procedures, 
sharing information about program operation in Central Asian countries, and discussion 
of administrative issues and alumni activities. 
 
Media Coverage: 
The outreach strategy aimed at collaboration with local newspapers is being modified 
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan. Information about the program 
was distributed through USAID Contractors, PAS networks, OSCE Center in Ashgabat, 
Ministry of Health, and American Corner networks. Candidates for this program were 
recommended by USAID Contractors, UN projects that operate in the field of health care, 
World Health Organization, and government organizations working in the field. 
 
On July 14, 2008, Amy McGoldrick, American Councils Country Director, participated 
in a television interview conducted by the local TV Channel 4. Ms. McGoldrick spoke 
about the USAID-funded Community Connections program, its goals and objectives.  
She shared information about program successes, current themes, and future plans.  This 
was the first time that the Community Connections program was discussed on Turkmen 
state television. 
 
Information about the programs was distributed through USAID Contractors, PAS 
networks, OSCE Center in Ashgabat, Ministry of Health, UN Projects, and American 
Corner networks.  Candidates for this program were recommended by USAID 
Contractors, UN projects that operate in the field of health care, World Health 
Organization, and government organizations working in the field. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Pre-Departure Orientations were conducted at the Public Affairs Section and American 
Councils office in Ashgabat which allowed money to be saved on room rental. 

 40 



 41 

Additionally, Visitor Exchange Plan (VEP) materials were translated by the American 
Councils staff, which also saved money on translation of materials.  
 
American Councils saved money on room rental by conducting pre-departure orientations 
at the Public Affairs Section and American Councils office in Ashgabat.  Additionally, 
Visitor Exchange Plan (VEP) materials were translated by the American Councils staff, 
which also saved money on translation of materials 
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I. World Learning/DC Updates 

 
 

 
   Washington, D.C. 

 
Group/Participant Arrivals: October 2006-March 2007 
 

Country Number of Groups Number of Visitors 
Armenia 3 30 
Azerbaijan 3 29 
Belarus 2 20 
Georgia 5 50 
Kazakhstan 2 20 
Kyrgyzstan 2 20 
Moldova 4 40 
Russia 5 50 
Tajikistan 4 39 
Turkmenistan 3 30 
Ukraine 0 0 
Total 33 328 

 
Program Highlights: 
As indicated in the charts above, World Learning/DC successfully procured, monitored 
and evaluated 33 programs for 328 visitors during this period.  78 hosting organizations 
were contacted and asked to submit Capability Statements.   
 
Deliverables: 
 
January 29, 2007 World Learning submitted an updated Community Connections 
Operations Manual to USAID/EGAT. 
 
Meetings:  
 
October 26th World Learning held the 2nd Annual Stage I Proposal Review Committee 
Meeting. The committee, made up of WL staff and Kim Jenkins of EGAT-ISTI, reviewed 
and ranked 48 proposals.  
 
Feb 4, 2007 World Learning held a meeting to review Stage I proposals submitted on the 
rolling admissions deadline of January 31, 2007. Four new Stage I proposals were 
prequalified for FY07. The next Stage I submission due date is set for May 31, 2007. 
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As of March 31, the current list of 2007 Pre-qualified Hosting Organizations are as 
follows: 

Appalachian State University, Office of International Education and 
Development, NC 
Broome Community College, NY 
Bryant University, RI 
California State University at Sacramento, CA 
Cambridge-Yerevan Sister City Association, Inc., MA 
Center for International Understanding Inc., WV 
Cincinnati-Ukraine Partnership, OH  
Citizen Diplomacy Council of San Diego, CA 
Cleveland Council on World Affairs, OH 
Colleagues International, MI 
Columbus International Program, OH 
Columbus International Visitors Council, OH 
CONNECT/US-RUSSIA, MN  
Council of International Programs USA, OH 
Denver International Program, CO 
Foundation for Russian American Economic Cooperation, WA 
Georgetown University, Washington, DC 
Global Education Services, WA 
Heartland International, IL 
Institute for Training and Development, MA 
International Affairs Council, NC 
International Center of Syracuse, NY 
International Center of Worcester, MA 
International Hosting, UT 
International House of Metrolina, NC 
International Training & Consulting, Inc., AZ 
International Visitors Center of Chicago, IL 
International Visitors Council at the Global Center of Greater Cincinnati, OH 
International Visitors Council of Greater Kansas City, MO 
International Visitors Council of Los Angeles, CA 
International Visitors Council of Metropolitan Detroit, MI 
International Visitors Council of Philadelphia, PA 
Iowa Council for International Understanding, IA 
Iowa Resource for International Service, IA 
Legacy International, VA 
Louisville International Cultural Center/World Affairs Council of 
Kentucky/Southern Indiana, KY 
Mississippi Consortium for International Development, MS 
Northcentral Technical College, WI 
Northern Nevada International Center, NV 
Osgood Center for International Studies, DC 
Project Harmony, VT 
Russian American Rule of Law Consortium Inc, VT 
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Tulsa Global Alliance, OK 
University of Alabama in Huntsville, Office of International Programs and 
Services, AL 
Vermont Council on World Affairs, VT 
Valbin’s Center for International Programs, DC 
West Virginia Council of International Programs, WV 
World Affairs Council of Oregon, OR 
World Affairs Council of St. Louis, MO 
WorldBoston, MA 
World Services of LaCrosse, Inc., WI 
World Trade Center Institute, MD 
WSOS Community Action Commission, Inc., OH 

  
Conferences and Presentations 
 
October 30-November 3 EGAT-ISTI conducted a monitoring visit. Kim Jenkins, Jamie 
MacDonald, and Khalilah Karim of EGAT-ISTI interviewed FORECAST/START staff 
members and audited program files.  World Learning received EGAT’s Monitoring Visit 
Report on February 4, 2007.    
   
November 9 Colin Davies, Dorothea Antonio and Eric Corens presented a session on 
how to become a Community Connections Hosting Organization at the NAFSA Region 
VIII Conference held in Washington, DC.   
 
December 3 World Learning posted the CC Stage I RFP on the World Learning website. 
Organizations wanting to participate in the CC program can now apply on a rolling basis.   
 
February 14-16 World Learning participated in the Annual NCIV Conference in 
Washington, DC.  Colin Davies, Lisa Posner Olocco and Eric Corens participated in a 
session with pre-qualified CIV Hosting Organizations to answer questions, engage in 
dialogue about best practices in hosting Community Connections Programs.  
 
Washington, D.C. Cost Saving Measures:  
 
As a result of budget negotiations and host organization cost sharing a total of $175,690 
has been saved for this time period. 
 
Washington DC Staffing Update:   
 
Kirsten Collins, CC Program Officer resigned effective November 27.   
Troy Miller was hired on January 16, 2007 to replace Kirsten as CC Program Officer. 
 
Hosting Organization Outreach:  
 
The following organizations and/or individuals visited the WL/DC office to discuss 
Community Connections: 
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American University 
Belmont University 
Berry College 
California State University, Chico 
California State University, Sacramento  
Cleveland Council on World Affairs 
Colorado State University 
Global Education Services 
Greater Cleveland Partnership 
Illinois State University 
Indiana University Southeast 
Iowa State University 
Lift the Children 
Minnesota State University 
Osgood Center 
Palomar College 
Rivier College 
Shawnee State University 
Shenandoah University 
State University of New York at New Paltz  
University of Michigan 
University of Pennsylvania 
Western Illinois University 
World Services LaCrosse 
World Trade Center Institute 
Xavier University 
 
World Learning contacted the following organizations to inform them of the Community 
Connections rolling admissions process: 
 
American Russian Center/University of Alaska 
Colorado State University 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 
California State University, Sacramento 
Duquesne University 
Georgetown University 
International Health Programs 
LaGuardia Community College 
Minnesota State University, Mankato 
Michigan State University 
Osgood Center for International Studies 
San Francisco State University 
University of Northern Colorado 
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II. Program Highlights  
 
While CSED, Project Harmony, and American Councils worked with their respective 
USAID missions to determine specific program objectives and conduct a thorough 
recruitment and selection of CC visitors, World Learning/DC conducted extensive 
procurement to select the most appropriate hosting organizations to meet the overall 
public diplomacy objectives of the CC programs as well as the specific VERF objectives 
for each program theme.   
 
Recruitment and selection procedures include intensive outreach, interviewing, testing, 
the collection of participant data, international travel arrangements, visa processing, and 
pre-departure orientation including SWOT analysis for all groups.  World Learning 
selected the most appropriate hosting organizations based on a competitive bidding 
process of soliciting 2 Capability Statements for each program.  World Learning 
recommended the hosting organizations best able to meet overall program objectives 
through proposed training sessions, site visits, internships, home-stay placements, and 
effective action planning sessions.  A sampling of programs awarded for each country 
follows: 
 
CENTER FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (CSED)  
 
Moldova 
 

 
 
Moldovan Business Internship Program  
The International Visitors Council of Chicago implemented a five-week program 
focusing on best business practices in the U.S. The visitors gained an understanding of 
management decision-making through their internships with companies working similar 
fields.  
 

 To a person, the visitors enjoyed their stay in Chicago and appreciated their Community Connections 
experience. They spoke very highly of host families’ attentiveness, cordiality and openness. In 
combination with their Experience America activities and group social outings, the visitors came to 
better understand America and Americans.  

 
Higher Education Administration 
Metrolina in North Carolina hosted ten representatives with managerial and 
administrative responsibilities from higher education institutions.  The visitors learned 
about issues such as academic accreditation, university autonomy, academic integrity, 
transferable credits, student recruitment, financial management, and building alumni 
communities. 
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 Nina Costiuc said “I am amazed by the spirit of volunteerism in the US and by the 
Americans' sincere wish to give themselves to other people.” 

 
 Alexandra Gherasim said  “everything experienced during this program changed any 

misconception I had about the American people; Americans are kind and friendly 
people, with great cultural sensitiveness.” 

 
  
PROJECT HARMONY 
 
Armenia: 

 
 
Private Medical Clinic Administration 
Directors, managers, and department heads of private medical clinics currently 
functioning in Armenia spent 5 weeks with Metrolina in North Carolina where they had 
the opportunity to job-shadow to learn private medical clinics operate in the U.S and how 
to adapt their services to meet the needs of their clients or customers.  
 

 Babken Shahumyan said, “This was a very successful program.  I learned everything I 
was interested in learning during my internship; all doors were opened for use during 
our visits. My home stay was excellent and the family organized activities in my free time 
and were very sensitive to the Armenian culture”.  

 
Azerbaijan 

 
 
Faith-based Organizations and Community Initiatives 
World Affairs Council Dallas/Ft. Worth hosted a group of journalists and Muslim 
religious leaders who observed and learned that faith-based organizations in the U.S. are 
an active part of society and that to increase charitable work and promote democratic 
values in Azerbaijani society, these organizations need to work together in partnership 
with the government and members of their communities.  
 

 The group said that they learned a lot about America and its people. What they 
experienced was totally different from what they thought before arriving. What they had 
seen on TV and in the newspapers was completely opposite from what they saw here. 
They specifically mentioned that their assumption was that Americans were hungry for 
war, but that they saw that Americans were in fact peaceful.  
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Georgia  
 

 
 
 
Tourism Development 
Nine tourism business and government representatives from Georgia were hosted by the 
Northern Nevada International Council in Reno where they learned learn about American 
life and culture, and US tourism development and management.  The program concentrated 
on both public and private sectors, placing a special emphasis on public-private partnerships 
to stimulate regional tourism in the Adjara region of Georgia.  
 

 All visitors stated that they were overwhelmed by the American kindness and cultural 
sensitivity.  One of the visitors even dedicated a poem to his kind host family. Long-
lasting friendships were established both with professional resources and home hosts.  

 
 
Russia:  

 
 
Social Assistance and Poverty Alleviation  
WSOS Community Action Commission, in Cleveland developed a program for regional and 
local social policy officials, leaders of civil society organizations, social service providers, and 
social and health workers involved in poverty alleviation. This program an overview of 
modern American practices in social service delivery and poverty alleviation. The overall 
objective of the program was to allow visitors to examine and research American practices 
and then adapt their findings to their local situation in service delivery.  
 

 During a guided tour of the to the Capitol building, while the Senate was in 
session, Senator Teresa Fedor greeted the group from the floor, and to much of 
their surprise the delegation received a standing ovation from all the Senators 
from Ohio. The group was recognized for the work they are doing in Russia to 
help people with disabilities.  

 
AMERICAN COUNCILS  
 
Belarus: 
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Farmer’s Association Development 
10 farmers and managers and leaders of farming associations in Belarus were hosted by 
California State University at Sacramento where they were exposed to the best practices 
of running a farmers association and becoming familiar with the U.S. regulatory 
environment and the infrastructure of such associations. The participants gained this 
knowledge through visiting farmers associations and cooperatives, farms and other 
relevant public and private institutions in the Sacramento, CA area.  
 

 The group said, “Experiencing America was one of the program highlights, especially our trip to 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and Las Vegas! 

  
Kazakhstan 

 
 
 
Religion In A Secular Society  
 
International Visitors Center of Columbus successfully introduced Kazak religious 
leaders and government officials to religion and the State interaction and mechanisms 
that serve to protect religious rights in the United States.  Particular emphasis was placed 
on the role that religious philanthropic organizations and other faith-based organizations 
play in the mainstream of American civil society.   
 

 The group was impressed with the kindness and generosity of the American people, 
something they had heard about but now got to see and experience.  They also noted that 
another very important outcome was that they felt they had built many new friendships 
within the group and with their new American friends. Highlights of the cultural 
component of the program included visits to U.S. Air Force Museum; the Kennedy 
Center; the White House; the U.S. Capitol; Columbus Blue Jackets Ice Hockey games; 
and the many memorials in Washington, D.C. 

 
Kyrgyzstan 
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Handicraft Small Business 
CIP-USA of Cleveland, Ohio designed a program to introduce small business marketing 
and business practices to a group of Kyrgyz women involved in the handicrafts industry. 
The group brought samples of their products with them and had the opportunity to 
showcase their wares and participate in a craft fair. 
 

 The group said they were surprised by everything in America! What they knew before, 
they knew only from television of what they read, but because of this program, they saw 
with their own eyes.  They found the technology amazing.  In addition they were also 
amazed by the treatment of the elderly in the US – how active they are. 

 
Tajikistan 

 
 
Religion In A Secular Society 
The World Affairs Council of Kentucky and Southern Indiana designed a program that 
demonstrated the role of religion in the United States.  Visitors were extremely pleased 
with their host families who treated them “like brothers and sisters.”   
 

 Visitor Farukh Umarov, commented that he couldn’t believe that his host family gave him 
his own key to the house!  The group said how very grateful they were to WAC for finding 
these families.  They were very well prepared and even made meals according to halal 
standards.  

 
Fruit and Vegetable Processing and Food Safety 
A group of farmers and processors from Sugd region and government officials in 
Dushanbe involved with food processing policy traveled to California State University in 
Sacramento where they learned how to improve safety and reduce losses due to crop 
spoilage. The visitors learned new perspectives in the field of food processing such as 
adopting new packaging and marketing methods and improving quality standards.  
  

 The Group reported that it was hard to suggest improvements to the program. They noted 
that the program was almost perfect. CSUS has done an exceptional job. 

 
Secondary School Textbook Authors 
Columbus International Program (CIP) showcased, for a group of teachers, Ministry of 
Education officials, and business people, the field of secondary school textbook design 
and production in the US with related meetings at area schools, State Departments of 
Education, and businesses involved in the textbook production process.  
 

 The group’s appreciation for CIP and their home hosts were “beyond words.”  They 
stated that their hosts have “completely forsaken their own lives and attended to their 
every need.”  As it is better to “see once than hear 200 times,” they believe that they now 
know for themselves what is true and what is not true about the United States.  They were 

 11 

http://www.33ff.com/flags/worldflags/Tajikistan_flag.html�


really grateful to have come and seen with their own eyes.  The trip was a “gift from 
God.” 

 
Turkmenistan 

 
 
Small Business Development 
This program brought 9 visitors from Ashgabat, Turkmenistan to Detroit, Michigan.  The 
visitors included a mix of business people, representing an advertising agency, small 
household appliances, computer equipment, a bakery, and a dairy products facility.   
The overall objectives of the program were to be immersed in the American way of life 
through home-stay placements and learn how to start-up, manage and develop new 
businesses.  
 

 Orazbibi Bayramova spoke in the name of the group to express gratitude for their host 
families that were such warm and friendly people.  It was a great experience living with 
American families, becoming part of their daily lives, and also socializing with them on 
many occasions.  
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IV Sub-Contractor Field Office Monthly Activity Reports 

 
 

CSED/Moldova 
Noteworthy Events:   
One VERF was submitted to USAID for approval a program entitled Human resources 
management in the Public Sector. 
  
CSED organized 11 trips to the biggest cities in Moldova and presented the programs to 
representatives of controlling authorities: representatives of building construction 
department, health inspectorates (hygienist), tax inspection and other business controlling 
authorities; representatives of private wine producing companies; and, NGO 
representatives.  
 
Promotion and call for applications ended on November 10, 2006 with the following 
number of applications per program: Human Resources Management in the Public Sector 
(21 nominations); Quality Control in the Wine Producing Sector (55 nominations); 
Combating Corruption in Controlling Authorities (56 nominations); and, NGO Capacity 
Building (107 nominations).  
 
Programs:  
 
Business Program #1 (October 4 – November 8, 2006) 
PDO2: October 3, 2006 

During the meeting the last version of the schedule from the host organization in 
Cleveland, Ohio was presented; the passports and the airline tickets were distributed. All 
the participants signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports with US visa 
and tickets. All the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for transportation to the 
airport.  
  
The group departed to Cleveland, Ohio on October 4, 2006. 
The group (all 10 participants) returned to Moldova on November 8, 2006 and as 
scheduled, the CSED staff had individual phone conversations with some of the 
participants and they shared their impressions about the program in the US.  

 

Business Program #2 (October 18 – November 22, 2006) 
PDO 1: October 5, 2006 

The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC Handbook and 
all the participants received the standardized package of the information in Romanian and 
Russian according to the established procedures. 
In the first half of the same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US Embassy’s 
Consular Section for the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure. 
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PDO2: October 17, 2006 

During the meeting the last version of the schedule from the host organization in 
Chicago, IL was presented; the passports and the airline tickets were distributed. All the 
participants signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports with US visa and 
tickets. All the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for transportation to the 
airport.  
  
The group departed to Chicago, IL on October 18, 2006. 
The group (all 10 participants) returned to Moldova on November 22, 2006 as scheduled 
and the CSED staff had individual phone conversations with some of the participants and 
they shared their impressions about the program in the US. 

 

Higher Education Administration (October 11 – October 31, 2006)  
PDO2: October 10, 2006 

During the meeting the last version of the schedule from the host organization in 
Charlotte, NC was presented; the passports and the airline tickets were distributed. All 
the participants signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports with US visa 
and tickets. All the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for transportation to the 
airport.  
  
The group departed to Charlotte, NC on October 11, 2006. 
The group (all 10 participants) returned to Moldova on October 31, 2006 
 (as scheduled) CSED staff had individual phone conversations with some of the 
participants and they shared their impressions about the program in the US. 
 
Human Resources Management in the Public Sector: 
Interviews: December 12, 2006 

Interviewing panel included: Michael Burkly, GDO USAID Mission to Moldova, 
Corneliu Rusnac, Project management Specialist, USAID Mission in Moldova; Constatin 
Schendra Country Manager, CSED   
 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office. As a result of the interviews 10 finalists and 5 
alternates were selected.  
 
Quality Control in the Wine Producing Sector:  
Interviews: December 7, 2006  

Interviewing panel included: Ernest G Abisellan US Embassy Political and officer, 
Douglas Griffit Country Manager CEED project, Corneliu Rusnac, Project management 
Specialist, USAID Mission in Moldova; Constatin Schendra Country Manager, CSED  
 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office. As a result of the interviews 10 finalists and 5 
alternates were selected. 
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Combating Corruption in Controlling Authorities:  
Interviews: December 14, 2006 

Interviewing panel included: Michael Burkly, GDO USAID Mission to Moldova, Inga 
Murariu, US Embassy – Politic and Economic Assistant, Corneliu Rusnac, Project 
management Specialist, USAID Mission in Moldova; Constatin Schendra Country 
Manager, CSED. The meeting was held at CSED’s office. As a result of the interviews 10 
finalists and 5 alternates were selected.  
 
NGO Capacity Building (June 20 - July 11, 2007)  
Interviews: January 18, 2007 

Interviewing panel included: John Balian, Public Affairs Officer US Embassy, Stelian 
Rusu, Grants Specialist, US Embassy, Corneliu Rusnac, Project management Specialist, 
USAID Mission in Moldova; Constatin Schendra CC Country Manager, CSED   
 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office. As a result of the interviews 10 finalists and 5 
alternates were selected.  
 
The group passed the Security Risks and Fraud Inquiries procedure and all the Medical 
Forms were submitted to CSED’s office.  
 
Human Resource Management in the Public Sector (March 7- March 27, 2007) 
PDO 1: February 15, 2007 

The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC Handbook and 
all the participants received the standardized package of the information in Romanian and 
Russian according to the established procedures. 
In the second half of the same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US 
Embassy’s Consular Section for the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure. 
 
PDO2: March 6, 2007 

During the meeting the last version of the Schedule provided by the host organization 
Project Harmony was presented; the passports and the airline tickets were distributed. All 
the participants signed a document confirming the receipt of the passports with US visa 
and tickets. All the participants were provided with taxi vouchers for transportation to the 
airport.  
  
The group departed to Burlington, VT on March 7, 2007. 
The group (all 10 participants) returned to Moldova on March 27, 2007 
 (as scheduled) CSED staff had individual phone conversations with some of the 
participants and they shared their impressions about the program in the US. 
 
Combating Corruption in Controlling Authorities (April 18- May 6, 2007) 

PDO 1: March 21, 2007 
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The meeting was held at CSED’s office and attended by all 10 participants. 
The meeting was held according the PDO procedures described in the CC Handbook and 
all the participants received the standardized package of the information in Romanian and 
Russian according to the established procedures. 
In the second half of the same day, all candidates had an appointment at the US 
Embassy’s Consular Section for the Scanning of Fingerprints’ Procedure. 
 
Quality Control in Wine Production Sector (June 15 - July 6, 2007) 

The group passed the Security Risks and Fraud Inquiries procedure and all the Medical 
Forms were submitted to CSED’s office. All the information about the participants was 
introduced in TraiNet, verified and approved. 
 

Providing Information to the Public (July 12 – August 3, 2006) 
Debriefing: February 1, 2007 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office, 4 group members participated in the debriefing. 
CSED staff had individual conversations with other participants and they shared their 
impressions about the program in the US. The general impression of the groups regarding 
the professional program was very good.  
 
Combating Corruption in the Judiciary (September 6 – September 26, 2006) 
Debriefing: February 2, 2007 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office, 5 group members participated in the debriefing. 
CSED staff had individual conversations with other participants and they shared their 
impressions about the program in the US. The general impression of the groups regarding 
the professional program was very good.  
 

Higher Education Administration (October 11 – October 31, 2006)  
Debriefing: February 8, 2007 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office, with the entire group. The general impression of 
the groups regarding the professional program was very good.  
 
 
Business Program #1 (October 4 – November 8, 2006) 
Debriefing: February 9, 2007 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office, 7 group members participated in the debriefing. 
The general impression of the groups regarding the professional program was good.  

Business Program #2 (October 18 – November 22, 2006) 
Debriefing: February 16, 2007 
The meeting was held at CSED’s office, 7 group members participated in the debriefing. 
The general impression of the groups regarding the professional program was good. 
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Meetings:  
CSED organized 11 meetings in the biggest cities from Moldova and presented the 
programs to representatives of controlling authorities: representatives of building 
construction department, health inspectorates (hygienist), tax inspection and other 
business controlling authorities; representatives of private wine producing companies, HR 
managers from ministries and NGO’s representatives. 
 
Constantin Schendra participated in a meeting with Ms. Colleen Graffy, Deputy Assistant 
to Secretary of State, who was on an official visit to Moldova between February 13-16. 
Ms. Graffy oversees public diplomacy and public affairs programs for the Bureau of 
European and Eurasian Affairs and coordinates efforts with Under Secretary for Public 
Diplomacy and Public Affairs Karen Hughes. The discussion was focused on exchanges, 
their role for development of Moldova, new policies on exchanges, problems encountered 
by implementing organizations. 
 
Constantin Schendra participated in the Partners’ Forum. The subject of the meeting was 
to discuss issues confronting the implementation process, as well as any other problems 
that hamper the efficient operating environment for the implementing organizations.  
The meeting was called upon a request from the USAID Regional Legal Office in Kiev, 
Ukraine.  
 
Media Coverage: 
Community connections programs were published in 24 national, regional and local 
newspapers and placed on the following sites: www.csed.globnet.md; www.edu.md; 
www.basa.md; www.contact.md 
 
The information about the Community Connections programs was sent to NGO’s all over 
Moldova by Contact NGO, also to all Alumni by Alumni Resource Center. 
 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
CSED is using the VAT exemption for all the expenses related to the program. 
PDO-s and Interviews are held at CSED’ office, this allows saving the money on the 
room rental. CSED negotiated with the travel agent a group discount, as well as free taxi 
vouchers for transportation to the airport for all the participants.   
 

 
Project Harmony / Armenia 

Noteworthy Events: 
Four VERFs were submitted to USAID for approval for the following programs: Medical 
Clinics Administration, B&B Customer Service, Poultry Processors Food Safety, and 
Museum Management. 

The CC Special Education group returned to Armenia on October 10. CC/Armenia 
conducted debriefing sessions for the Special Education and PR for Political Parties 
theme participants. The debriefing reports were sent to the World Learning. 
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Over 60 applications were received for the Young Voters’ Participation in Elections 
group. After staff initial screening, the application reading committee performed its 
review on October 13. Out of 58 applicants, 32 were invited for interviews. After the 
medical examination, the ten finalists and four alternates were entered into TraiNet. On 
November 10, CC staff conducted Tier 1 Orientation for the young voters group. On 
November 30, all the participants successfully passed visa interviews. The group will 
depart for the US on January 16, 2007. 
 
CC staff submitted a VERF with participants’ biographical information to World 
Learning for the Private Medical Clinics Administration business group. The review 
committee review stage was skipped upon instructions from USAID, as the number of 
applicants was not sufficient. All 16 applicants took CEPA test and were invited for 
interviews. As a result, after the medical examination, ten finalists and two alternates 
were selected and their names were entered into TraiNet. CC staff conducted Tier 1 
Orientation for the medical group. On December 4, all the participants except one 
successfully passed visa interviews, and will depart to the US on January 25, 2007.  
 
CC/Armenia submitted B&B Customer Service VERF to the USAID mission for 
approval. The approved VERF was sent to the World Learning for bidding. Theme 
promotion in all six regions targeted by the project was conducted in the month of 
December. Deadline for submission of applications is January 10, 2007.  
 
CC/Armenia staff conducted telephone interviews for the first Aviation Officials group in 
December 2006. 
 
The Young Voters and Medical Clinics Administration groups returned to Armenia on 
February 7 and March 2, 2007 (respectively). CC/Armenia conducted debriefing sessions 
for both the groups and sent the reports to the World Learning. 
 
31 applications were received for the B&B Customer Service theme. After CC staff did 
the initial screening, the application reading committee reviewed the applications on 
January 19. Based upon USAID/Armenia recommendations, Lusine Stepanyan (Office 
Coordinator at the Armenian Tourism Development Agency and member of the 
Selection Committee) was nominated as the eleventh participant. Her participation was 
justified as it will be necessary to have someone to facilitate future networking of the 
group and initiate follow-up activities.  Adding a participant from the Armenian Tourism 
Development Agency would also promote intra-industry cooperation, thereby having a 
positive effect on B&B business development. Lusine Stepanyan signed an MOU with 
Project Harmony specifying her role as an equal participant in the group and recognizing 
follow-on activities will coordinate upon her return. Four participants were withdrawn 
after their medical examinations, and three participants did not get visas. A total of 8 
participants left for the US on March 23, 2007; they will return to Armenia on April 13.   
 
CC/Armenia staff conducted the Tier 1 Orientation for the B&B Customer Service group 
in the regions in order to minimize participant travel in the wintertime when the roads 
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are often bad.  CC/Armenia staff used Internet Centers in the schools for the orientation; 
however, the connection was very slow making it difficult to download visa application 
forms.  In the future, Tier 1 Orientations will be held in large cities with good Internet 
connections.   
 
CC staff began recruitment for the Armenian Poultry Processors: Food Safety theme. 
Promotion was conducted in nearly all regions, and included announcements in local 
papers and email lists.  Forty-eight applications were received by the due date of March 
19.  After CC/Armenia staff did the initial screening, the application reading committee 
identified 32 applicants to be interviewed. The interviews for the Armenian Poultry 
Processors: Food Safety theme will be performed on April 17, 18, 2007.   
 
CC/Armenia staff conducted six-nine month post program interview with the 
Environment group on March 23, 2007.   
 
Meetings: 
The CC/Armenia staff met with the director of Aries Tour, Avetik Ghukasyan, and the 
manager of the Terjyan Hotel, Maria Petrosyan, regarding the CC theme Bed and 
Breakfast Customer Service. Being the leading expert in B&B development in Armenia, 
Ghuksyan runs a B&B and has conducted a number of training sessions together with the 
NGO Apricot Plus. (His website: www.bedandbreakfast.am) 
 
Another meeting on the theme B&B Customer Service was conducted with Syusanna 
Azoyan, Marketing Director of Armenian Tourism Development Agency. She provided 
useful information and contacts of B&Bs currently operating in Armenia. 
 
The CC/Armenia staff attended a meeting at the US Embassy Consular Section regarding 
the J1 visa procedures. US Consul Mary Stickles explained the procedures and timeline 
of applications, and answered questions. 
 
CC staff met with Yeva Hyusyan from USAID/Armenia regarding the 2007 themes and 
dates, alumni activities and professional versus business themes. USAID/Armenia 
encourages allocating some amounts for alumni activities through shifting one business 
program to FY 2008 and changing one business program to a professional one. 
Therefore, in FY 2007, there will be two business and four professional themes. 
 
CC employees met with representatives from the PolEcon Section at the US Embassy 
regarding the upcoming business theme Business Unions and Associations.  CC/Armenia 
staff met with Yeva Hyusyan, USAID Cross-cutting team leader, Sean Carmody from 
USDA, and Gary Kilmer from Development Alternatives Inc. (DAI) to discuss poultry in 
Armenia and identify the target groups. Their comments and recommendations were 
included in the VERF.  CC/Armenia staff had a follow on meeting with the local staff at 
DAI to get a list of small and medium scale poultry farms in Armenia; DAI local staff 
also provided assistance in program promotion. One of the DAI representatives will be on 
the Selection Committee. 
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Other people who CC/Armenia staff met and worked with on the poultry theme includes: 
Eleonora Mkhchyan, the President of Armenia’s Branch of the World Poultry Science 
Association; Elizabeth Krushinski, Senior Technical Advisor of USAID/Washington, 
head of Avian Influenza team; and Eduard Stepanyan, the Deputy Head at the Agency for 
Animal Husbandry Veterinary Services and Livestock Numbering, Stocktaking and 
Registration at the Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Armenia.   
 
CC/Armenia staff met with US Consul Mary Stickles about the visa application process.  
Stickles explained the reasons why people are denied visas, which was relevant as 3 of 
the B&B delegates were denied visas.  They agreed that CC/Armenia will prepare a letter 
for each group providing specific information about the theme’s goals and objectives. 
The letter will be emailed to the Consular Section and included in the documents that 
each applicant prepares for the interview.  
 
In order to start writing the VERF for the Museum Management theme, CC/Armenia 
staff met with Anahit Khachatryan, the Cultural Affairs Assistant at the US Embassy, 
Public Affairs Section; the Deputy Minister of Culture and Youth Affairs Gagik 
Gyurjyan; Anahit Galstyan, the Head of the Department of Libraries and Museums at the 
Ministry of Culture and Youth Affairs; Armen Makaryan, the Deputy Mayor of 
Municipality of Dilijan; and the Head of the Culture and Education Department Arkadi 
Melyan.  All provided valuable assistance and information about the current situation of 
Armenia’s museums. 
 
New Regional Program Director Naomi Wachs went to Yerevan for 3 days to meet with 
Project Harmony staff and learn about the program.  While there, she also met with Yeva 
Hyusyan from USAID. 
 
Media Coverage: 
A presentation of the B&B Customer Service theme in Ijevan (Tavush Region) was made 
by the local TV channel, Ijevan. 

Armenpress, an online publication, placed an update on the current and upcoming 
Community Connections themes on their website (www.armenpress.am). 

Announcements for Armenian Poultry Processors: Food Safety theme was placed in the 
local newspapers Hayastani Hanrapetutuyn, Aravot, and Agrolratu.  

Cost-Saving Measures: 
Two debriefing sessions were held in the CC/Armenia office, which saved about 120 
USD on room rental. 
 
Two Tier I Orientations were conducted at the Terjyan Hotel.  Since CC has conducted 
business with this hotel in the past, the administration provided a 10% discount that 
resulted in a savings of 84 USD. 
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For promotion of the theme B&B Customer Service, the Aravot NGO in Vanadzor (Lori 
Region) provided space free-of-charge, which allowed CC/Armenia to save 
approximately 40 USD. Similarly, promotions in the Syunik, Vayots Dzor and Tavush 
regions were conducted free-of-charge; the total amount of savings was approximately 
120 USD in these three regions. 
 
The Agrarian State University of Yerevan provided space for poultry promotion for free, 
saving CC/Armenia approximately 55 USD. Promotions in the Tavush, Lori, 
Gegharkunik, and Kotayk regions were also conducted for free, thereby saving an 
additional 220 USD in these four regions. 
 
Two Tier 1 Orientations were held in Internet Computer Centers in regional schools, 
which saved about 280 USD on room rental.  
 
The debriefing session for the Young Voters group was held at one of the participants’ 
NGO, which saved about 70 USD on the room rental.  
 
AUA Business Center gave CC/Armenia a discount of approximately 13 USD for the 
Tier 2 Orientation for the B&B Customer Service.  
 
The six to nine month interview session with the Environment group was held at the 
Project Harmony office, which allowed the CC/Armenia staff to save approximately 80 
USD.  
 
Staffing Updates: 
Christine Tshgnavoryan, CC Logistics/Program Coordinator, is on maternity leave from 
November 20, 2006 to May 30, 2007. Piruza Manukyan was hired on November 1 to 
replace her while she is on maternity leave. 
 
On November 20, David Simpson conducted annual evaluations for the two Community 
Connections staff members: Nune Amiryan and Christine Tshgnavoryan. 
 
March 1, 2007 Naomi Wachs took over from Jeffrey Groton as Regional Program 
Director for the Caucasus.  

 
 

Project Harmony/Azerbaijan  
Noteworthy Events: 
Three groups – Health Promotion, Faith-based organizations and Small Agribusinesses, 
completed the exchange programs and returned to Azerbaijan in the months of October 
and November. These groups were the last groups of FY2006. During the month of 
October CC Azerbaijan conducted the TIER 2 orientation for these groups and then upon 
their return conducted debriefing meetings. Debriefing notes and Alumni lists for the 
exchanges were submitted to USAID Azerbaijan.  USAID Azerbaijan sent thank you 
letters to American host families. 
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Five VERFS were submitted to USAID for approval for the following programs: Urban 
Planning, Healthcare Finance, PSA development, Rural Finance, Youth and Amateur 
Sports Associations. 

The VERF on PSA development was not approved by USAID Washington due to its 
narrow and specific objectives. The VERF was expanded and renamed to Public Service 
Marketing Campaigns. All 5 VERFs were approved by November 2. 
 
USAID Azerbaijan submitted a letter to the Political and Social Department of the Office 
of the President informing them about the approved CC exchanges for FY2007. 
 
CC Azerbaijan updated brochures, presentations, and fact sheets for recruitment for 
FY2007 that will start at the beginning of January 2007. Newspaper announcements, 
updated brochures, presentations and fact sheets were approved by USAID Azerbaijan. 
 
On December 20 at the International Press Center in Baku, Azerbaijan, USAID launched 
the Community Connections program for FY07. The launch, attended by 40 
representatives of Azerbaijan’s government, non-governmental organizations, media and 
private citizens, introduced the year’s six professional exchanges on urban planning, 
healthcare financing, public service marketing campaigns, rural financing, youth and 
amateur sports and interest-based associations, and promoting women’s participation in 
the electoral process.  In his speech, USAID Azerbaijan’s Country Coordinator, Scott 
Taylor, emphasized the professional and cultural components, which provide training and 
exposure to day-to-day functions of American business and professional environments, 
encourage public-private partnerships and promote public diplomacy through the 
exchange of cultural ideals and values. 
 
Recruiting for the Healthcare Financing group ended on February 9. CC staff conducted 
presentations and consultations in Baku, Sheki, Qax, Ismayilli and Agdash from January 
15 to January 26. A total of 50 applications were submitted for participation in this group. 
The Selection Committee, which consisted of 2 experts and 1 CC alumnus met February 
21-23 to review and evaluate the applications. The 20 applicants who received the highest 
scores were selected to be interviewed. Interviews were conducted on March 15 by 
Sabina Jafarova, Program Assistant, World Bank and Ruziyya Ramazanova, Project 
Management Specialist, USAID/Azerbaijan. Eleven primary and four alternative 
participants were selected. A list of primary and alternative participants for this group 
was sent to USAID for approval on March 16.  
 
Recruiting for the Public Service Marketing Campaigns group ended on February 9. CC 
staff conducted a presentation and consultations in Baku on January 25 and 26. Seventy 
people applied to participate in the program. The selection committee, which consisted of 
two experts and one CC alumnus met February 28- March 2 to review and evaluate the 
applications. The top 21 applicants were selected to be interviewed. Interviews were 
conducted on March 13 by Sarvat Maharramov, Program Management Specialist, 
USAID/Azerbaijan. Ten primary and four alternative participants were selected to 
participate in Public Service Marketing Campaigns exchange program. The list of 
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primary and alternative participants for this group was sent to USAID for approval on 
March 16. 
 
Ten primary and three alternative nominations were submitted by USAID and USAID 
partners for the Urban Planning exchange. Nomination forms for this group were signed 
by USAID on February 20 and 28. CC staff conducted the TIER 1 orientation on 
February 20. Participant applications and SWOTs were translated and sent to WL. 
Participants had their medical check-ups February 21-23 and CC staff arranged flight 
reservation. The medical forms and Conditions of Sponsorship (COS) were sent to 
USAID for their review and approval. The visa interviews were conducted March 28.  
 
CC staff requested nominations for the Rural Finance exchange from USAID. The 
deadline for the nominations is April 6. 
 
CC staff is preparing for the Youth and Amateur Sports and Interest-based Associations 
group. On March 28-30 CC staff placed advertisements and information about 
presentations and consultations in newspapers; on the CC website and local advertising 
internet sites; and sent announcements to USAID partners, the US Embassy, international 
and local NGOs, and youth sport and interest-based associations. Presentations and 
consultations will be conducted in April.  
 
Meetings: 
CC Regional Coordinator, Jeff Groton, and Azerbaijan Program Manager, Kerry Cosby, 
met Steve Morin, USAID Program Officer to discuss the launch, recruitment and plan for 
the up coming year’s six exchanges. 
 
Kerry Cosby, Azerbaijan CC Program Manager, Sariya Hasanova, CC Program 
Coordinator, Abbas Musayev, CC Logistics Coordinator and Ruziyya Ramazanova, 
Program Management Specialist Health USAID met with Samir Abdullayev, MD Head 
of International Relations Department, Ministry of Health to discuss the Healthcare 
Financing exchange and to obtain support from the Ministry of Health for recruitment in 
the regions. 
 
CC staff met with Ayaz Bayramov, Head of the Department of International Relations 
and Cooperation with Non-Government Institutions at the Ministry of Communication 
and Information Technologies to advertise the Public Service Marketing Campaigns 
internship program.  
 
Naomi Wachs, the new Community Connections Regional Director visited the 
Azerbaijan office to meet with staff and discuss program activities, regional updates, 
updates from EGAT and new guidelines. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Articles about the “Faith-based organizations and Community initiatives” exchange 
program in Dallas, Texas were published in the newspaper “Bizim Yol” by Vasif Sadiqli, 
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Chief Assistant, Religion and Democracy Center and Journalist, "Bizim Yol" newspaper 
who was one of the participants of the exchange. 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Space for the Faith-based organizations and Community Initiatives debriefing meeting 
was provided by the American Educated Alumni Association (AAA). 
 

 
Project Harmony/Georgia 

 Noteworthy Events: 
CC/Georgia sent seven groups to the US over the Year One program cycle.  These consist 
of three business (SME development) groups (one composed of candidates from Tbilisi, 
the other two of candidates from all over Georgia), and four professional groups: Arts & 
Crafts Management, Information Technology Development, Tourism Development and 
NGO Development.  All exchange programs have been completed, and all participants 
have returned to their home country.  66 finalists completed CC exchanges in FY06, 
exceeding the target number by three. 
 
Tourism Development: This exchange program was hosted by the Northern Nevada 
International Center in Reno.  The group departed on 27 October, and successfully 
completed their program on 17 November.    One finalist did not receive a visa, and thus 
this group was made up of nine members. 
 
SME Program (Tbilisi Group): The ten finalists of this program departed Georgia on 3 
November, and completed their program on 6 December.  The program was hosted by the 
International Center of Worcester, MA. 
 
SME Program (First Nationwide Group):  The ten finalists began their internship 
program on 8 November; the program was completed on 13 December and was hosted by 
the Northern Nevada International Center in Reno. 
 
SME Program (Second Nationwide Group):  Due to delays in visa processing at the US 
Embassy Consular Section, this business group also departed on 8 November, two days 
later than planned.  Hosted by the International Visitors Council of Metropolitan Detroit, 
this group completed the program on 11 December. 
 
As these three business groups’ experience differed substantially from that of the 
professional groups, CC/Georgia is conducting a two-part program debriefing.  Each 
participant will be given a questionnaire to complete on the program’s effectiveness, and 
this will be followed up by a face-to-face debriefing session for each group in January. 
 
NGO Development:  This exchange program was hosted by the Center for International 
Understanding in Bluefield, West Virginia.  Participants departed on 27 November, and 
completed their program on 18 December.  Unfortunately, this group was made up of 
only eight people, as two finalists’ visa applications were rejected. 
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After consultation with the USAID mission and the US Embassy, CC/Georgia submitted 
a draft list of themes for the 2007 program cycle; however, final approval is forthcoming, 
while involved parties produce comments and suggestions regarding the themes.  These 
are: Small-Scale Energy Production and Advocacy, Small- and Medium-Scale Wine 
Production and Marketing, Secondary School Education (Guria Region), Business 
Development and Advocacy, and NGO Development (Adjara Autonomous Republic).  
These are all professional groups.   
 
The 6-9-month post program evaluations were completed for two of the seven groups that 
traveled in 2006. As a result of the evaluations, recruiters have a clear picture how the 
alumni applied and shared their skills and knowledge with others after the program, how 
their action plans were completed, what kind of connections they keep with each other 
and with US hosts and counterparts, and what kind of alumni programming interests 
them. Based on the evaluations, CC staff will develop alumni follow–on activities and 
create success stories for USAID.  A copy of these evaluations are attached.  

The Deputy Head of Mission rejected CC Georgia’s FY07 VEC.  A new VEC was 
created based on USAID suggestions and submitted for approval.   

Meetings: 
CC/Georgia staff attended monthly USAID partners’ meetings at the USAID mission this 
quarter.  These meetings involve a featured speaker (such as the ambassador or the COP 
of a featured USAID project), and provides the opportunity for questions and informal 
exchange of information. 
 
CC Regional Director joined USAID mission representatives and World Learning 
Country Director Kevin Carew in a meeting with US Consul Chief Lindsay Henderson to 
discuss visa requirements and procedures for program finalists. 
 
CC staff Berdia Natsvlishvili and Jeff Groton met with USAID mission department heads 
and program staff to discuss prospective themes for the 2007 CC program year.  
CC/Georgia incorporated the suggestions and comments of mission representatives into 
the draft theme document, which was then submitted to the USAID mission for review. 
Naomi Wachs, Community Connections Regional Program Director and Berdia 
Natsvlishvili, Community Connections Senior Program Manager for Georgia met with 
David Gosney (Economic Growth Department), Dana Kenney (Energy and Environment 
Department), and Bryn Sakagawa, Tamara Sirbiladze, George Khechinashvili, and 
Medea Kakachia (Health and Social Development Department) to discuss the new VEC 
document.   The VEC was submitted to the Mission based on these meetings.   
 
Naomi Wachs and Berdia Natsvlishvili met with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
the Georgian Tourism Department.  The Department is eager for a wine tourism group 
(one of the groups suggested in the new VEC), and provided a letter stating they would 
provide support for promoting the program.  
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Berdia Natsvlishvili had phone consultations with Georgian professionals who do work 
related to the new VEC themes. These professionals agreed to provide input for the 
VERFs and promote the program.   
 
Naomi Wachs traveled to Baku and Yerevan to meet and work with staff in each country. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Tourism Management Professional Group 
USAID Community Connections Tourism Management Development Group participants 
from the Adjara Region discussed their experiences in the United States at a presentation 
held at the Batumi International Education Center for Tourism Services office on 21 
November. 
 
Program alumni shared their experiences gained in the tourism field while on internship 
in the US. The presentation was attended by government and media representatives, and 
was widely reported in print and electronic media. 
 
The Tourism Management Development group alumni actively participated in the 
presentation.  At the end of the program each participant, assisted by US professionals, 
developed six-month individual work plans for tourism industry development, and began 
efforts to develop joint plans for tourism development in the Adjara Region as a whole. 
 
Cost Savings: 
Project Harmony received its 2007 VAT-exempt letter from the Ministry of Finances of 
Georgia.  Project Harmony is working with its service providers to ensure that VAT is 
not included in prices. 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Jeff Groton, Community Connections Regional Director for the Caucasus was replaced 
by Naomi Wachs, effective February 1, 2007. Naomi has worked for several years for 
Project Harmony and its programs in the U.S. and Russia.  
 
Nino Dzotsenidze, former Community Connections alumni coordinator (2002-2005) was 
hired as the program administrative assistant.  
 

 
Project Harmony / Russia 

Noteworthy Events: 
Year two Community Connections Russia recruiting themes and regions were confirmed 
by the USAID/Russia and distributed to all relevant parties at the beginning of October. 
 
16 VERFS were submitted to USAID for approval for the following programs:  Social 
Assistance and Poverty Alleviation, Local Governance Systems, Rural Economic 
Development and Finance, Community Involvement in Health Promotion, Youth LINX, 
Investigative Journalism and Corruption, Corporate Social and Ecological Responsibility, 
Civil Society and Infectious Disease Control, Community Based Assistance to 
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Vulnerable Children, Juvenile Justice, Adolescent Reproductive Health, Public-Private 
Partnership: Infrastructure Finance, Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority 
Rights, Historical Preservation and Heritage, Combating Trafficking in Women, 
Community Assistance to Vulnerable Children II.  These represent the final VERFs for 
CC Russia Year 2. 

Recruiting for “Rights of the Disabled” successfully completed in Khabarovsk region. 35 
applications were received by October 12. Interviews followed on October 21. First 
Orientation was complete on November 18. Participants leave on January 18. 
 
Recruiting for three more groups including Social Assistance and Poverty Alleviation, 
Local Governance System in the US, Community Involvement in Health Promotion, was 
successfully started in the Volgograd and Stavropol regions. Final deadlines for 
application for all groups were reached successfully. 55 applications were received for 
Local Governance Systems, Social Assistance and Poverty Alleviation received 62 
applications, Community Involvement in Health Promotion received 82 applications. 
 
On December 17 Tier 1 Orientation for Social Assistance group took place in Volgograd. 
Elena Bennett and Tatiana Baklykova conducted the orientation.   
 
Selection committee for Community Involvement in Health Promotion took place on 
December 14.  
 
Selection committee (Local Governance Systems) took place on December 15. Tier 1 
orientation took place in Volgograd (Social Assistance and Poverty Alleviation group) - 
December 16-18.  
 
The deadline for the Rural Economic Development and Finance for North Caucasus was 
December 14. 35 applications were received. ACDI/VOCA played a large role in 
supporting the program and advertised it well to their program participants. 
 
Recruiting for Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention was successfully 
started in the Rostov region. The deadline for application submission is January 25, 2006. 
 
Armenian, Azeri, Georgian, Russian and Ukrainian offices were contacted about their 
countries’ website development. Main contact people in each office were identified. 
Access rights for field staff were set. To date, all five country web sites have been 
updated and fully posted in both local languages and English, and are actively being used 
as a recruiting tool. www.ccfrussia.ru provides links to all five country sites.  
 
Tier Two Orientation for the Rights of the Disabled group took place on January 16 in 
Vladivostok. The group left for the USA the next day and returned from Los Angeles to 
Khabarovsk on February 10. 
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Tier One Orientation for the Local Governance System Group took place on February 10. 
Visa interviews followed on March 6. Tier Two Orientation was held on March 14. The 
group left for Minneapolis, MN, the next day and returned to Russia on April 9. 

Interviews for the Community Involvement in Health Promotion group (Stavropol and 
Rostov regions) were held on January 13. Interviews for the Rural Economic 
Development and Finance for the North Caucasus group took place on January 14. Yulia 
Yevtushok and Tatiana Baklykova monitored the aforementioned interviews. On 
February 3 Tier 1 Orientation for the Community Involvement in Health Promotion 
group took place in Pyatigorsk and Rostov. On February 4 Tier 1 Orientation for the 
Rural Economic Development and Finance group took place in Stavropol. Elena Bennett 
conducted the orientations in Pyatigorsk and Stavropol. Yulia Evtushok conducted the 
orientation in Rostov. Tier 2 orientation for the aforementioned groups took place on 
March 28 in Moscow. Participants left for the US the next day. 

Recruiting for 2 Rostov region groups successfully completed in January. 50 applications 
were received by January 11 for the Youth LINX: Learning, Involvement, Networking, 
and Exchange of Ideas group. 31 applications were received by January 25 for the 
Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention group. Selection committees for the 
groups took place on January 19 and January 30. Interviews followed on February 10-11. 
Tier 1 Orientation was conducted by Elena Bennett and Tatiana Baklykova on February 
24-25. Tier 2 Orientation is scheduled for April 18. Participants are leaving on April 19. 

The deadline for the three groups from Tomsk region was February 28. 47 applications 
were received for the Juvenile Justice group. 121 applications were received for two 
Community Based Assistance to Vulnerable Children groups. Selection committees for 
the aforementioned Tomsk groups took place on March 6th. Interviews were held on 
March 23-25.  

Elena Bennett monitored the aforementioned interviews. Recruiting for 2 groups 
successfully completed in Kaliningrad and Irkutsk. 49 applications were received by 
March 12 for the Public-private Partnership: Infrastructure Finance group. 52 
applications were received by March 12 for the Adolescent Reproductive Health group. 
Selection committees for the groups took place on March 20-21. Interviews for the 
Adolescent Reproductive Health (Irkutsk region) took place on March 30th. Tatiana 
Baklykova monitored the Irkutsk interviews. The interviews for the Public-private 
Partnership: Infrastructure Finance (Kaliningrad region) took place on March 30th. 
Thomas Hill monitored the Kaliningrad interviews.  

Recruiting for the Corporate Social and Ecological Responsibility Group (Khabarovsky 
region) and the Civil Society and Infectious Disease Control Group (Primorsky and 
Khabarovsky regions) completed in February. 29 applications (Civil Society and 
Infectious Disease Control) and 18 applications (Corporate Social and Ecological 
Responsibility) were submitted. Interviews for the Civil Society and Infectious Disease 
Control group took place on March 10 (Vladivostok) and March 11 (Khabarovsk). 
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Interviews for the Corporate Social and Ecological Responsibility group took place in 
Khabarovsk on March 17.  
 
Recruiting for Investigative Journalism and Corruption Prevention was successfully 
started for the following three programs: Tolerance, Community Relations and Minority 
Rights, Historical Preservation and Heritage, Combating Trafficking in Women. 
 
Armenian, Azeri, Georgian, Russian and Ukrainian offices started developing the CC 
newsletter. Main contact people in each office were identified for submitting the 
information required.  
 
CC Russia continued working on its website. Regional facilitators’ page was created: 
http://www.ccfrussia.ru/?mod=s_page&sp_id=416 
 
News and announcements sub-forum was opened on CC Russia web forums. Two 
mailing lists are operating. As of March 31, 224 users were subscribed to the 
"Competitions. Funds. Grants" mailing list (134 new subscribers only in March 2007) 
and 198 users are subscribed to the "CC Russia Program News" mailing list (118 new 
subscribers only in March 2007).  
 
Meetings: 
Svetlana Laletina, Far East CC Coordinator presented Community Connections program 
during training for Directors of American Centers and Corners in Vladivostok. Directors 
of four American Centers in the Far East attended the event as well, as did PAO in 
Vladivostok, Daniel Hastings, ACIE Vladivostok Director Denis Boyle and Robin 
Solomon, Assistant Cultural Attaché for the Public Affairs Section, Moscow. 
 
Svetlana Laletina, Far East CC Coordinator presented Community Connections program 
during the kick-off event of the 7th International Education Week on November 13. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Far East information Agency VOVTOKMEDIA published information about recruiting 
for Local Governance Systems. 
 
The article “10 Health Workers will Travel to US” was published in the local 
Nevinnomyssk newspaper. It was written by an independent journalist (Tatyana 
Zaytseva) who covered the “Community Involvement in Health” program promotion 
events. 
http://www.vlc.ru/youth/anons/?C=S;O=D 
http://doska25.ru/post/13451 
 
Official web-site of Vladivostok City Administration and bulletin board portal 
DVRU.RU published information about recruiting for group Local Governance Systems  
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The program follow on report for 2006 was delivered to World Learning. It includes 62 
pages of short group reports, media, and all success stories to date. It is attached to this 
report as Annex #1. 
 
The article “Russian delegation visits Fremont” was published in the News-Messenger, 
daily newspaper in central Ohio.  
http://ccfrussia.ru/index.php?mod=p_article&p_id=43 
 
The same article can be found on the WSOS Community Action Commission website at 
http://www.wsos.org/home/news/news.php?news_id=329 
 
On February 9, Program Director Thomas Hill participated in a Rostov Oblast Press 
Conference covering two CC groups recruited in the region. Journalists from 
approximately 20 media organizations were in attendance. 
 
Staffing Updates: 
Nadezhda Fomina joined CC as full-time web site coordinator on October 1. She is 
coordinating work for all PH offices on web development. Yulia Yevtushok, Program 
Coordinator, resigned on February 16. 
Yulia Taranova joined CC as a part-time Program Assistant on March 29. 
Elena Bennett was promoted to Deputy Program Director on November 14. 
 
 

Project Harmony / Ukraine 
Noteworthy Events: 
Kyiv staff put together a schedule for implementing FY 06-07 CC USAID/UA approved 
themes and regions and assigned target program dates: 
 
Local Tourism Development/Chernivtsi, 4 - 25 April 07 
Education Quality Monitoring/Kharkiv, 5 - 26 April 07 
Assistance to Vulnerable Families via Independent Media/Dnipropetrovsk, 9-30 May 07 
Entrepreneurship (Business Group)/Kyiv, 24 May – 27 June 07 
Agribusiness/Poltava, 7 – 28 June 07 
Museum Management/Zakarpattia, 7 – 27 July 07 
Book Publishing/Kyiv, 22 August – 12 September 07 
Social Entrepreneurship to Support Vulnerable Families/Cherkasy, 23 August – 13 
September 07 
Industrial Management/Donetsk, 5- 26 September 07 
Visual/Performing Arts School Management/Zhytomyr, 6-27 September 07 
 
Recruitment for the first four groups took place in November and December and 
application deadlines, application panel review meetings and interview dates were 
scheduled for November, December and January. 
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It is expected that the Capacity Building for Legislators Program from FY06 will travel in 
FY 06-07 but no dates have been set.  USAID/UA has also budgeted approximately 
$100,000 from PAX funds for alumni activities. 
 
The final four FY06 groups completed their program in October.  This brings the total 
number of groups to nine and the number of participants to 90.  PH/CC staff was able to 
debrief at least several member of each group.  The feedback on programs was extremely 
positive and participants reported very few problems. 
 
The final 2007 UA program, Visual/Performing Arts Schools Management, from 
Zhytomyr is expected to be approved in early April with an application deadline of 8 
May and program dates of 13 Sept – 4 Oct.  
 
In January, staff conducted promotion for the Business, Agribusiness and Museum 
Management groups. Interviews took place for the Vulnerable Families/Media group.  T-
I orientations were held for the Local Tourism and Education Quality Monitoring groups 
and the CEPA test administered to the Business group. 
 
In February, staff conducted promotion for the Capacity Building for Legislators group.  
The Agribusiness application review panel met. Interviews for the Entrepreneurship and 
Agribusiness groups took place. T-I was held for the Vulnerable Families/Media group. 
 
In March, staff organized and placed promotional material for the Book Publishing and 
Social Entrepreneurship groups. Application review panels met for the Museum 
Management and Capacity Building for Legislators groups.  Interviews were conducted 
for these same two groups. T-1 orientations were held for the Business and Agribusiness 
groups.  J-1 visa interviews were held for the Local Tourism and Education Quality 
Monitoring groups. 
 
Originally, the Social Entrepreneurship was planned to be from Cherkasy region. This 
was changed to country-wide recruitment because of the limited number of individuals 
working in this newly developing field. By agreement with WL staff, program dates of 
several groups were changed.  The VERF of the Capacity Building for Legislators 
program was amended to reflect dates in the 2007 FY, the change from two to three 
weeks on program and level participants’ positions.  The Business VERF was adjusted to 
reflect an increased budget necessary for a five week program.  These changes were 
approved by USAID/UA. 
 
Meetings: 
Ivanna Reed attended the following meetings/events: Representative of the UNDP 
Chornobyl Recovery Development Program, Ukraine Fulbright Conference, Economic 
Education and Research Consortium (EERC) Conference, informal group lunch with 
ambassador to Ukraine, William Taylor, USAID Activity Manager and Director, Office 
of Coordination and Strategy re CC and alumni activities, Frishberg & Partners 
(Attorneys) roundtable re political climate in Ukraine, representative of International 
Office of Migration (IOM), USAID re F Reform and planned agribusiness program.  
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Staff met with alumni and other contacts in recruiting regions to arrange for promotion of 
programs directly to target audiences and through presentations and press conferences.  
The USAID CCP activity manager met with staff regarding alumni activities.  USAID 
held a meeting for contractors and grantees to discuss exhibition devoted to its 15th 
anniversary jubilee, which will take place in May. 
 
 
Media Coverage: 
Three program related press conferences were conducted (Chernivtsi, Kharkiv and 
Dnipropetrovsk) 
 
The HIV/AIDS group from Crimea (International House of Metrolina/Charlotte, NC) 
sent a poem about their program.  Parts of it were featured in the 22 November 2006 
USAID E-Spotlight Program (issue # 17). The poem can be provided upon request.  A 
small article about this group also appeared in the USAID/Ukraine December 2006 
Insight (issue # 12) dedicated to “Fighting the Battle against HIV/AIDS.” 
 
Two program related press conferences were conducted (Poltava and Zakarpattya).  As a 
result of the program promotion in Zakarpattya, four print and six electronic articles were 
published in the media. 
 

 
American Councils/Belarus 

 
Noteworthy Events:   
Five VERFs were submitted to USAID for approval for the following programs:  
Domestic Violence Prevention, Improving the Quality of Life for People Living with 
HIV/AIDS, Local Economic Development, Small and Medium Enterprise Development 
and Business Education and Training. 

Recruiting for CC 2007 began in early December for two of the four chosen themes – 
Domestic Violence Prevention and Improving the Quality of Life for People Living with 
HIV/AIDS. Recruitment for these two programs was completed by mid-January 2007. 
 
Two groups successfully departed from and returned to Belarus in November and 
December 2006 – Green Tourism Development and Farm Recruiting for programs 
Domestic Violence Prevention and Improving the Quality of Life for People Living with 
HIV/AIDS ended mid-January 2007. Since then candidates for these programs have gone 
through all stages of selection. Finalists will depart in early May.  
 

Month-long recruitment for our Local Economic Development and Small Business 
Development programs began in late February, bringing in approximately 50 highly-
qualified candidates altogether. ers’ Associations Development.   
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Meetings:  
American Council’s Community Connections Program Coordinator, Yulia Popruzhenko, 
to attend an International Fair of Social Projects, held the last week of October in Minsk. 
Three CC ’06 alumni presented newly-developed projects to a diverse audience based on 
their recent experiences on program in the U.S.: Tatyana Snitko, Andrei Makhanko 
(Preventing Child Abuse and Neglect) and Yulia Nakhvat (Legal Clinics). The event 
proved to be an excellent opportunity to connect with representatives of many Belarusian 
social organizations and agencies while disseminating information about Community 
Connections.  

 
Reentry seminars were held at the 
American Council’s office for 
participants of Belarus’ International 
Financial Reporting Standards and 
Green Tourism Development groups 
in mid-November and mid-
December, respectively. During the 
seminars – attended by American 

Councils and USAID representatives – participants were given the opportunity to voice 
their opinions on how the program was administered from recruitment up through arrival 
in Belarus, what made the program a success and what might be improved for future 
programs. A three-page survey drawn up by CC staff served an assessment tool and 
offered dimensions and criteria to rank/assess the program at its different stages. 

The CC Program Coordinator attended a feedback session in early December at the 
Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy with returnees from their International Visitor 
Leadership Program, who went to the U.S. to work in the field of domestic violence 
prevention. The participants were invited to discuss the program on the whole, to share 
their overall impressions as well as their experience in reentry. In particular, the meeting 
contributed to a better understanding of exchange program administration procedures and 
provided valuable tips on recruitment for this theme in the upcoming year. 
 
A re-entry seminar was held at the American Council’s office for participants of Belarus’ 
Farmers’ Associations Development group in January. During the seminar – attended by 
American Councils and USAID representatives – participants were given the opportunity 
to voice their opinions on how the program was administered from recruitment up 
through post-program arrival in Belarus, what made the program successful and what 
might be improved for future programs. A three-page survey drawn up by CC staff 
served as an assessment tool and offered dimensions and criteria to rank/assess the 
program at its various stages. 

Pre-departure orientations gathered together the first four groups slated to depart for the 
U.S. in 2007. The meetings addressed the issues of participants’ travel schedules, goals of 
program activity, conditions of sponsorship, administrative details, and differences in 
American and Belarusian cultures, customs and traditions. 
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USAID-Belarus representatives met with the ACER director and CC program coordinator 
to discuss CC progress to date, successes and challenges and points for improvement. 
Among practical issues discussed was an event for CC 2006 alumni. 
 
Media Coverage: 
Mr. Andrei Darniak, a participant of CC 2006 Farmers’ Associations Development 
group, was interviewed by a representative of a local newspaper. The feature covered Mr. 
Darniak’s professional and cultural experience in taking part in a Community 
Connections exchange in Sacramento, California in November 2006. Mr. Darniak in the 
course of the interview talked about how the opportunity broadened his knowledge on 
farming practices and opened up for him many nuances of American culture.  

Cost -Saving Measures:  
Reentry seminars and pre-departure orientations  for CC alumni were all held at the 
American Council’s office, thereby saving funds on rented space. 
 
Necessitated by local restrictions on program advertising, American Councils was able to 
conduct recruitment electronically and in person with no funds dedicated to print 
advertising or materials. 

 
 

American Councils/Kazakhstan 
Noteworthy Events:   
Two VERFs was submitted to USAID for approval for the Human Rights program and 
Infection Control and Blood Safety.   
 
Recruiting in the Pavlodar and East Kazakhstan oblasts was completed for the group 
focusing on "Religion in Secular Society."  The program promotion and call for 
applications ended on October 20 with 29 applications. Candidates are all from Pavlodar, 
Semei, Ust-Kamenogorsk and Ekibastuz. 
 
Recruiting for the CC program group “Business Association” was finished and 10 
business association leaders from Astana and Almaty successfully participated in 5 week 
individual business internships hosted by “World Boston”. 
 
A mixed group of religious leaders and state officials dealing with the religion from East 
Kazakhstan and Pavlodar oblasts successfully participated in a Secular Society program 
hosted by IVC, Ohio.  

Recruiting in the South Kazakhstan, Zhambyl and Almaty oblasts was completed for the 
group focusing on Human Rights.  The program promotion and call for applications 
ended on March 9 with 52 applications. Interviews with 24 semifinalists are to be 
organized for the week of April 9-13, 2007. 
 
Meetings:  
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Program staff visited ten international and three local organizations dealing with human 
rights to identify the new “Human Rights” CC program goals and objectives.  
Organizations visited included:  UNESCO, UNIFEM, Freedom House, American Bar 
Association, Counterpart Consortium, IOM, and various local NGOs. 
 
CC program coordinator had a meeting with the Head Mufti of the Religious 
Administration of Kazakhstan Muslims to discuss the RSS program goals and 
possibilities of targeted regions’ imams to participate in the program. 
 
AC country director visited Chymkent to meet future potential CC program partner 
organizations for the nearest Human rights and Laboratory Safety and Infectious Disease 
Control themes. 
 
CC program coordinator conducted an informational meeting at the central library for 
disabled people with 26 representatives from 12 organizations. This meeting was 
organized by the FLEX program staff that has developed a solid partnership with the 
library and its patrons. 
 
 Program staff had a meeting with the USAID Mission and CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention) staff to identify goals and objectives for the Infection Control 
and Blood Safety program VERF. 
 
CC program staff had a meeting with National Press Club to discuss a new project on 
press conference issues aimed to raise the level of publicity and public awareness of 
CC/USAID here in Kazakhstan.  
 
CC program staff had a meeting with Peace Corps in Kazakhstan staff and Kaz-18 
volunteers on collaboration in our efforts on community development activities here in 
Kazakhstan. 
 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
 
Two PDOs, for the BA group and as well for the RSS theme were combined into one.   
 
Four human rights promotion meetings in the Taraz and Shymkent-based NDI branch 
offices were organized free of charge.  
 

 
 

American Councils/Kyrgyzstan 
Noteworthy Events:   
Pre-departure orientations for two groups were conducted and US visas for all 
participants were received in the month of October.  
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Two groups successfully returned to Kyrgyzstan in the month of November.  These 
groups represent the last recruited participants for year one of program activities.  These 
groups are “Religion in Secular Society – Talas, Chui and Bishkek” and “Handicraft 
Small Business – Issyk-kul and Naryn”. 

The themes for 2007 were received from USAID.  These are: “Religion in Secular 
Society - Jalalabat oblast and Uzgen region” and “Handicraft Small Business – Osh, 
Jalalabad and Batken”. 

 The VERFs for the above-mentioned themes are being developed and the recruiting 
schedule proposed. Two VERFs for the themes: “Religion in Secular Society - Uzgen and 
Jalalabad” and “Handicraft Small Business – Osh, Batken and Jalalabad” were approved 
by the USAID/CAR and sent to EGAT for further approvals. 

From January 25th to February 1st, the Program Specialist Yulia Gorbunova and 
USAID/CAR Representative David Hunsicker had a recruiting trip to Uzgen region and 
Jalalabad oblasts.  They were accompanied by the Program Alumnus Aby uulu Davidbek 
who works in the State Agency for Religious Affairs and assisted with Kyrgyz 
interpretation.   
 
From February 14th to February 19th, the Program Specialist Yulia Gorbunova conducted 
consultations for Religion in Secular Society group.  The consultations took place in the 
“Soros Foundation” Resource Center.  In total, fifteen people came for the consultations.  
Additional recruiting was made during the trip and all the regional administrations and 
mosques were visited where applications were left.  
 
From February 14th to February 26th the recruiting trip for “Handicraft Small Business-
Osh, Batken and Jalalabat” theme to the South oblast was undertaken.  Program 
Specialist visited all three oblast centers, conducted presentations, distributed application 
forms and set up time and place for the following consultations.  Also, she published an 
advertisement about the program in Osh newspaper “Rek-Park” and gave an 
advertisement on Batken radio “Salam”.  
 
February 28th was the deadline for the theme “Religion in Secular Society – Uzgen and 
Jalalabat” and seventy five applications were submitted to the ACCELS office.  Three of 
them were submitted after the deadline and were not accepted to the selection.  73 
applications were pre-screened and as a result 22 applications were disqualified due to 
absence of obligatory application documents.   
 
On March 3rd and 4th, the Application Reading Committee evaluated the application 
forms for the group “Religion in Secular Society –Uzgen and Jalalabad”.  The readers 
were: Nicholas Gray, Development Manager, Counterpart; James Connors, Peace Corp 
Volunteer; Sabina Uzakova, Open World Program Specialist, ACCELS; and Elzad 
Mamutalieva, Regional Development Specialist, The Eurasia Foundation.  The 
Committee evaluated 51 application forms and thirty three applicants were chosen for 
participation in the interview.  However, during the reference background check two 
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references were false and two candidates were disqualified.  Thus, 31 candidates were 
invited for the interview that took place on March 16th and 17th in Jalalabad.  The 
interview committee consisted of Myrza Karimov, Project Management Specialist, 
USAID/CAR/KCO and Rymtai Turdumbetova, PIE Alumna, Nooken.  After the 
interview twelve finalists and three alternates were suggested and the list of 
finalists/alternates was sent to the Mission for further approval. 
    
Meetings:  
 
All participants of the group “Religion in Secular Society” had de-briefing with the 
USAID representative David Hunsicker.  They discussed their plans for the future and 
grant possibilities as program alumni. 
 
The Country Director and the Program Specialist had the meeting with the USAID 
representatives Davis Hunsicker and Myrza Karimov to discuss the themes for the year of 
2007 and lessons learned from the first year.  
On January 25th the Program Specialist had a meeting with the alumni of the Religious 
Diversity - Osh group, where alumni received the information about US Embassy Grants 
Program and Alumni Reunion dates.  The group alumnus Aitiev Illias shared his idea 
about grant proposal and after the discussion within the group, he finalized the project 
and sent it to the US Embassy. 
 
On March 3rd, Alumni Reunion organized by the US Embassy took place in Bishkek.  
CCP Alumna Temirbekova Gulmira presented the program and shared her success.  Five 
Community Connections Program Alumni were awarded by the Certificates of 
Appreciation.  More then twenty CCP Alumni presented at the Reunion 
 
 
Media Coverage: 
 
Chinar Osmonolaieva, CCP Alumna form Talas wrote an article “Religious Values in the 
USA” in the Talas information bulletin that is spread amongst NGOs and international 
organizations. 
 
Seren Sheishenov, CCP Alumnus from Talas wrote an article in Kyrgyz on “Religion in 
Secular Society” in the Kyrgyz newspaper “Talas Turmushu”. 
 
An article about the Talas, Chui and Bishkek group (Religion in Secular Society) was 
printed in Bishkek newspaper "MSN". CCP Alumnus Janybek Botoev was interviewed in 
the article. 
 
An information article about the Handicraft theme including program requirements, dates 
and description was posted at the news site: www.24.kg.  
 
Four TV programs under the name “A trip to the USA” about the Religion in Secular 
Society group were shown on Osh TV.  The editor of the program was CCP Alumna 
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Guljan Azhimatova and co-editors were CCP Alumni Iliias Aitiev and Daniar Almamat 
uulu.  The programs were shown in Kyrgyz during the month of October; each program 
lasted 15 minutes and had a great resonance from the public.  
 
Azhimatova Guljan, CCP Alumna from Osh was interviewed for the Osh Kyrgyz 
newspaper “Osh News” where she described the program goals, results and interesting 
facts about her trip in the USA. 
 
Aitiev Illias, CCP Alumnus, student instructor at Osh University was interviewed for the 
student newspaper “Student Times” that covers Osh Technological University.  The 
article was named “Aitiev Illias’s trip to the USA” and was posted in November outlet.  
On January 22nd, the Press conference about new Community Connections Program 
themes had place in Osh Agency “Aki-press-Fergana”. About 10 mass media companies 
were represented there, such as Osh Television, Mezon TV, Keremet TV, ElTR, 
newspapers: Echo Osha, Osh Janyrgy, Itogi and others.  As follow-up activities, 
advertisement about the Handicraft theme was posted in Osh newspaper “Rek-Park” and 
Batken Radio “Salam”. 
 
Two articles about successfully returned Community Connections groups were posted in 
the USAID newsletters.  
 
An article about Religion in Secular Society group was posted in “Slovo Kyrgyzstana” 
newspaper on February 2nd, 2007. CCP alumna Biigeldieva Nazgul described program 
goals in her interview.  
 
An article about Handicraft group was posted in Karakol “New Newspaper” on February 
16, 2007. CCP alumna Orozalieva Zarema initiated the article and gave an interview. 
 
On January 22nd, 25th and February 12th press release about Handicraft theme was posted at 
www.parohod.kg and www.fergana.akipress.kg. 
 
On January 22nd press-release about Religion in Secular Society theme was posted at 
www.24.kg 
 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
 
While conducting the first and second pre-departure orientations for the Religion in 
Secular Society group at the hotel “Alpinist”, we received a permanent discount for the 
room rental.  Instead of 120 US dollars, the administration of the hotel agreed to charge 
80 dollars due to the long-term cooperation with American Councils.  
 
As a result of reasonable planning, consultations trip for Religion group and recruiting 
trip for Handicraft group were conducted simultaneously and about 350 USD (car rent 
and accommodation) were saved 
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American Councils /Tajikistan 
 

Noteworthy Events:   

Three different groups from Tajikistan successfully completed CC programs in different 
states:  Religion in a Secular Society, Fruit and Vegetable Processing/Food Safety, and 
Secondary School Textbook Authors.  
 
Religion group successfully returned from Louisville, Kentucky. CC staff organized a 
press briefing with representatives from the media and US Embassy/USAID. All ten 
participants attended despite their early morning flight arrival that same day. They shared 
their impressions of American government, people and culture. The main experience that 
surprised all participants was that there were no policies or laws about religion in the U.S. 
They explained that as long as the religious organization is registered with IRS it is 
eligible to function. One of the religious scholars stated that he saw real Islam in the U.S. 
The participants shared some parts of their Action Plan that they finalized with an 
American expert.  
  
Fruit and Vegetable group has successfully returned from Sacramento, California. The 
program was implemented by California State University at Sacramento, where 
participants enjoyed their stay and program. Upon their return to Tajikistan, a press 
briefing was set up by CC staff at “Vastan” restaurant. Many media representatives took 
interest in the program and asked related questions. The following week a series of 
articles, radio and TV programs were broadcast, where our alumni were interviewed. The 
same month, Secondary School Textbook Authors returned from their CC program in 
Columbus, Ohio.  
 
Interviews for Professors of Journalism group was conducted and selection process was 
finalized. Tier I and Tier II PDOs were conducted for this group. However, due to late 
arrival of DS-1920 forms from DC the program was postponed till January 19, 2007.  
 
American Councils had an opening ceremony for a new office building. Representatives 
of U.S. Embassy, USAID, Ministry of Education of Tajikistan, local and international 
NGOs, alumni, CC evaluators and interviewers were invited. Madam Ambassador of the 
U.S. to Tajikistan, Tracy Jacobson, took an interested in CC program and assured the 
Ministry of Education representative that the support and funds for education exchanges 
would increase from the U.S. government.  
 
Two themes were approved for the year 2007: on program for Young Women Leaders for 
Khatlon Oblast, and one program for Small and Medium Enterprises with focus on hotel, 
restaurants, and other customer service fields. However, CC staff is still waiting for 
finalized themes for year 2007.  
 
Three VERFs were submitted to USAID for approval. Themes include; Young Women 
Leaders (YWL) for Khatlon Oblast; Communicable Diseases Prevention (CDP) for 
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Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast; and Small and Medium Enterprise Development 
(SME Development) for nationwide recruitment.  
 
On January 7, 2007 Journalism Professors returned home from a successful three-week 
program organized by the World Affairs Council of St. Louis, MO. On January 12, CC 
staff in Tajikistan organized a press briefing with participants, giving them a chance to 
share their experiences and impressions of American media and journalism education. 
Guests included Tracey Jacobson, U.S. Ambassador to Tajikistan, Carolyn Bryan, 
USAID/CAR/Tajikistan Country Representative and Stephen Kelley, 
USAID/CAR/Tajikistan Deputy Country Director.  
 
Meetings:  
Nisso Rahmonova met with interview panel for Professors of Journalism group 
consisting of a U.S. Embassy representative and an American expert on journalism. They 
were trained on the interview process.  
 
Nisso Rahmonova met with Oxfam representative to discuss the possibility of a Young 
Women Leaders program for Khatlon Oblast. Some insights and ideas for VERF were 
derived from the meeting. The VERF will be submitted late in January, 2007.  
 
On December 20, 2007 David Hunsicker, USAID/CAR Specialist on Religious Issues, 
met with alumni of the Religion program from Dushanbe and Khujand in AC office. Mr. 
Hunsicker was accompanied by USAID/Dushanbe Project Specialist, Abdurahim 
Muhidov. It was a very fruitful meeting where CC alumni shared about their program in 
the U.S. and actions taken upon return. Most of them have already completed their six 
month plans. CC alumni expressed the need for more similar programs in the future, 
which was welcomed by Mr. Hunsicker.    
 
Nisso Rahmonova and Dan Stanley met with CC colleagues in Almaty, Kazakhstan. CC 
staff in Almaty shared their experiences and Tier I PDO brochures that they use for 
orientations. Meeting Kazakh colleagues was very useful. We think that there are more 
ideas, suggestions and recommendations that could probably be shared between CC field 
offices.   
 Dan Stanley, AC Program Officer, Matluba Mamajanova, AC Country Director and 
Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager met with Carolyn Bryan, USAID Country 
Representative and Jon Larsen, Public Affairs Officer to discuss general issues related to 
Community Connections.  
 
Nisso Rahmonova met with various organizations representing women in Tajikistan to 
gain insights and ideas for drafting a VERF for the upcoming Young Women Leaders 
program.  These included the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), 
the Women’s Committee of Tajikistan, and the Women’s Committee of Khatlon Oblast. 
 
Dan Stanley and Nisso Rahmonova met with Zaman Velji, representative of the Aga 
Khan Foundation (AKF) in Tajikistan, to learn about AKF projects in the Gorno-
Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast related to the upcoming Communicable Disease 
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Prevention program also slated for this region.  Mr. Velji provided insights and advice on 
the health needs of this remote region of Tajikistan.  This meeting provided guidance for 
drafting the VERF for this program. 
 
On March 27 Dan Stanley attended a meeting convened by USAID Regional Mission 
Director Chris Crowley for USAID contractors working in Tajikistan. Contractors were 
asked to present the current status of their operations and discuss any problems they are 
facing achieving their missions in the local environment.  In the course of the meeting it 
became clear that Community Connections operations in Tajikistan have had relatively 
less trouble than other organizations.  Most of the issues discussed were related to 
bureaucratic and meddlesome interactions with the government of Tajikistan.  
 
Media Coverage: 
An article was published in a local newspaper about Care International funded project on 
“Management of Bio Diversity of Hissar Mountains”, which mentioned Community 
Connections Nature-Based Tourism Program .  It was entitled “Navruzi Vatan” and 
written by Nino Nadiradze, Care International Project Consultant. The newspaper focuses 
on environmental issues.  
 
An article “Training on Eco-tourism in the U.S.” was published in a local newspaper 
“Navruzi Vatan” by Nurali Rakhimov. Mr. Rakhimov, one of the participants of the 
Tourism program, shared the group’s experience in the U.S. and new approaches and 
ideas that they had seen and learned there.  
 
After a press-briefing that CC staff organizes for each CC group that returns successfully 
from the U.S. a number of articles about successful return of the Religion in a Secular 
Society group from the states were published in different online newspapers:   
“Avesto” http://sngnews.ru/articles/5/68555.html 
“Varorud” 
http://www.varorud.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=4782&Itemid=0  
The following local newspapers published articles about successful return of the Religion 
in a Secular Society group: “Narodnaya Gazeta”, “Business and Politika”, 
“Jumhuriyat”.  
“Charkhi Gardun” published a detailed article about participants’ experience in the 
U.S.  
Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager was interviewed by a local journalist from 
Radio Freedom about goals and objectives of this particular program and what impact 
this group will make on a Tajik society.  
 
Upon completion of the program for F&V Processing group in Sacramento, California, 
CC staff organized a well-received press briefing with program participants. The 
following local print and electronic media published articles about successful return of 
the group: 
Article “How to save Vitamins” was published in “Narodnaya Gazeta”, “Food 
Processors from Sugd Region returned from the States” was published in “Jumhuriyat”. 
Asia Plus published an article under the headline “Sugd entrepreneurs claim they are 
ready for Tajikistan’s joining WTO”: http://asiaplus.tj/en/news/24/12728.html  
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Also, Bahodrijon Toshmatov, a Project Trainer for IFC in Khujand, was interviewed by 
Radio Freedom about group’s experience and impressions about food processing 
industry in the U.S. and what techniques and experience could be borrowed from their 
American counterparts for Tajik food processing industry.  
 
In November two very negative articles were published with unfounded allegations and 
personal attacks on Nisso Rahmonova, CC Program Manager in “Business and Politika” 
and “Narodnaya Gazeta” titled ‘“Garage” or how to go to America’ and ‘Donors are 
always right’. These articles were orchestrated and perhaps even written by a disgruntled 
applicant for the Journalism program who was not selected by a three-person interview 
panel.  The articles drew the attention of the U.S. Embassy and USAID in Tajikistan, 
who expressed their support of the CC program in a letter to chief editors of local 
newspapers.  
 
 
The PAO of the U.S. Embassy in Tajikistan responded to the previously mentioned 
allegations and attacks by two local newspapers in Tajikistan. On December 21, 2007 this 
response appeared in “Business and Politika” and “Narodnaya Gazeta” with detailed 
explanations about U.S. government funded programs, selection processes and U.S 
Embassy involvement in the recruitment and selection processes.  
 
In November, upon Textbook Authors program completion, CC staff organized a press-
briefing with a local media. The following print and electronic media published articles 
about the group’s successful return from the states: 
“Business and Politika”, “Khovar”: http://www.khovar.tj/mejotn.php?id=3969&page=1 
and “Ariana”: http://arianastorm.com/?S=5.0612050301;  
 
In December a number of articles were published about CC programs and participants 
“Omuzgor” (newspaper for teachers of Tajikistan) published an article titled “The weight 
of the book is 6 kg”; “Narodnaya Gazeta” published an article titled “Tajik textbooks will 
be published according to American standards”. 
 
Ortik Kodirov, Religion program participant, published a one-page article in “Tojikiston” 
newspaper about his experience in the U.S. titled “A country of Intelligence and Faith”. 
The continuation of the article will be published in next week’s edition of “Tojikiston”.  
 
An article was published in the local newspaper “Business and Politika” by Nurali 
Salikhov, Journalism Professors program participant about his productive trip to St. 
Louis, MO. The article titled “Training Journalists in US universities” talks about how 
US universities recruit for Journalism Departments, and describes what U.S. media 
companies require of journalists they hire.  The following week an article entitled “Life 
in an American family” was published in the same newspaper by Mr. Salikhov, where he 
shares his impressions living with an American host family.  
 
The media outlet “Khovar” published an article about a roundtable on the state of 
journalism education in Tajikistan that was organized by alumni of the Journalism 
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Professors program.  (Please see Success Stories section for more details). The full article 
can be found at: http://www.khovar.tj/ilmdonish.php?id=4768&page=1 
 
 Project Hope Regional Newsletter (Volume 3, Issue 1, March 2007) contains an article 
about how a professional theater in Tajikistan is promoting TB prevention.  See Success 
Stories section for details.  
 
 
Cost -Saving Measures:  
PDOs and interviews for six programs in Tajikistan were held in AC office, which saved 
$600.  Interviews and PDOs in regions were held in American Corners and partner 
organizations. This allowed savings on room rental as well. Also, some interviews for 
participants from rural areas and other regions were conducted on the phone.   
 
 
One of the interview panelists for Journalism program declined an honoraria of $80 for 
his service.  
 

 
 
American Councils/Turkmenistan 

Noteworthy Events: 
 
Four VERFs were submitted to USAID/CAR/Turkmenistan and USAID/CAR for 
approval for the following programs: Innovations in Food Processing, Introducing 
Agricultural Credit, Maternal and Child Health and Introducing Effective School 
Management Methods.  
 
Recruiting for the Innovations in Food Processing group ended on 27 November with 36 
applications submitted for the program. Application review took place on December 2-6, 
2006. The application deadline for Introducing Agricultural Credit group was on 
December 21, 2006. The number of applications collected for the program was 25. The 
applications were reviewed on December 22-26, 2006. WL submitted Community 
Connections Recommendation Memorandums for Innovations in Food Processing and 
Introducing Agricultural Credit groups. The selected hosting organizations for the groups 
are Global Education Services located in Seattle, WA (Innovations in Food Processing) 
and Northcentral Technical College (NTC) located in Wausau, WI (Introducing 
Agricultural Credit).   
 
On October 18, 2006, the Small Business Development group left for the United States. 
They were hosted by the International Visitors Center of Metro Detroit.  
This quarter two groups successfully returned to Turkmenistan: Road Traffic Safety 
group (19 October) and Small Business Development group (10 November). 
 
American Councils for International Education conducted interviews for the Innovations 
in Food Processing group on January 8-9, 2007. Tier 1 Orientation for the group was held 
on January 26, 2007. On February 20, 2007, a Tier 2 Orientation was conducted for 
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Innovations in Food Processing group. Interviews for Introducing Agricultural Credit 
group were conducted on January 16-17, 2007. Tier 1 and Tier 2 Orientations for 
Introducing Agricultural Credit group were held on February 16, 2007 and March 13, 
2007 respectively. Recruiting for the Maternal and Child Health group ended on February 
15, 2007 with 54 applications submitted for the program. Application review took place 
on February 20-23, 2007. WL submitted Community Connections Recommendation 
Memorandum for Maternal and Child Health group. The selected hosting organization for 
the group is Center for International Understanding, Inc. located in Bluefield, WV.    
 
On February 21, 2007, the Innovations in Food Processing group left for the United 
States. They were hosted by the Global Education Services, Seattle, WA. Introducing 
Agricultural Credit group left for the U.S. on March 14, 2007. They are hosted by the 
Northcentral Technical College located in Wausau, WI.   The Innovations in Food 
Processing group returned to Turkmenistan on March 16, 2007. 
   
 Meetings: 
 
In October Ms. Amy McGoldrick and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova, representatives of 
American Councils for International Education in Turkmenistan, met with Mr. Tony 
Myron, Head of the Resident Office of the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, Mr. Evan Tracz, Project Coordinator, OSCE Center in Ashgabat, and Mr. 
Michael Wilson, Advisor, the European Union’s Tacis Programme. The goals of the 
meetings were to discuss the Introducing Agricultural Credit group, its objectives, 
potential participants, and identify areas for future cooperation.  
  
Natalya Akmuradova attended a meeting with representatives of international 
organizations that work on health projects in Turkmenistan with the purpose to make 
contacts with potential partners and gather materials for Maternal and Child Health 
VERF development.  
 
Media Coverage: 
 
Media coverage was not provided for the groups “Innovations in Food Processing” and 
“Introducing Agricultural Credit” due to political considerations. Information about this 
program was distributed through USAID Contractors, the U.S. Embassy in Turkmenistan, 
the Union of Entrepreneurs of Turkmenistan, the Chamber of Commerce of 
Turkmenistan, the Food Association of Turkmenistan, Central Bank of Turkmenistan, 
and American Corner networks. Candidates for this program were recommended by 
USAID, USAID Contractors, and government organizations that work in the above 
fields. 
 
On February 8, 2007, Ms. Amy McGoldrick and Ms. Natalya Akmuradova made a 
presentation on the Community Connections program at the USAID/TKO Partners’ 
Meeting. The presentation focused on the new 2007 Community Connections programs, 
program successes, CC Alumni activities, and future projects. After the presentation, 
USAID partners had a chance to ask questions and share ideas for future cooperation.  
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On March 1, 2007, American Councils staff members Tatiana Minayeva and Aygozel 
Sariyeva attended a Peace Corps Resource Fair. The Resource Fair was dedicated to 
Peace Corps Day. All international organizations operating in Turkmenistan had a chance 
to display information about various programs and projects administered by them. The 
fair was attended by Peace Corps Volunteers, their local counterparts, and representatives 
of international and local organizations. American Councils shared information about the 
Community Connections program, its goals, and the themes for 2007.   
 
Media Coverage: 
Media coverage was not provided for the “Maternal and Child Health” group due to 
political considerations. Information about this program was distributed through USAID 
Contractors, the U.S. Embassy in Turkmenistan, UNFPA, the National Red Crescent 
Society of Turkmenistan, Doctors without Borders, the Ministry of Health of 
Turkmenistan, Peace Corps Volunteers, and American Corner networks. Candidates for 
this program were recommended by USAID, USAID Contractors, international 
organizations, and government organizations that work in the above fields. 
 
 
 
Cost -Saving Measures: 
Interviews and Pre-Departure Orientations were conducted at the Public Affairs Section 
which allowed saving money on room rental. Additionally, VEP materials were 
translated by the American Councils staff, which also saved money on translation of 
materials.  
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	Gevorg Yeghiazaryan, Chief of Staff at Ashtarak Municipality, published an article in a local newspaper “Tsnats teghs - Ashtarak” (Ashtarak - my Birthplace). Mr. Yeghiazaryan will participate in the CC program as a visitor under the Local Government Administration program and will travel to the U.S. in August.  The article entitled “In the scope of Community Connections” was published in the twelfth issue on July 27, 2006 and provides an overview of the program.  Upon returning from the U.S., Mr. Yeghiazaryan will publish another article about his experience as a Community Connections visitor.
	Young Voters Participation in Elections 
	The presentation of Young Voters Participation in Elections theme in Shirak was highlighted by their local TV channel “Shant.”
	An article about the Community Connections program was published in September in the weekly newspaper “Kumayri.”  The newspaper is distributed throughout the region of Shirak.
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