
PARTNERSHIP FORUM MEMBER OF THE MONTH 

Partnership Forum member Dr. Khalil Gebara is a professor of political economy and 

Middle East politics at the American University in Beirut. He served as the Head of the 

Good Governance Unit in the Office of the President of the Council of Ministers from 

2010-2011. Dr. Gebara is a founding member of the Arab Initiative to Monitor 

Elections and the Lebanese Economic Association. He holds a Ph.D. in political 

economy from the University of Exeter, UK and has published  

extensively on the issues of good governance, corruption, the public sector and political and economic reform 

in the Arab region.  
 

Dr. Gebara recently led the RPCD webinar “Fighting Corruption as Tool to Strengthen Democratic Transition 

in Post-Arab Spring”. He says of the event, "As my first time to experience webinars, this was a stimulating 

experience and the interaction was very progressive." Click here to listen to recording of the webinar 

discussions. 
 

Upcoming Events 

 
Doha Climate Change Conference  

Discussions of the Kyoto Protocol 

and international negotiations on 

climate change will resume at the 

18th session of the Conference of 

the Parties (COP 18) to the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate 

Change, from 26 November to 7 

December 2012 at the Qatar 

National Convention Centre. 

 

Regional Consultation  

The "Groundwater Governance: A 

Global Framework for Country 

Action," is holding its 3rd regional 

consultation meeting in Amman, 

Jordan from 8-10 October 2012. 

Organizers include FAO, The World 

Bank, UNESCO, IAH and GEF. 

 

Researchers’ Guidelines 

Bibliotheca Alexandria has organized 

a training on effective research, 

including study design, data 

collection, funding and dissemination, 

from 1-3 October 2012 at 

Bibliotheca in Alexandria, Egypt. To 

register email: 

Karim.Nashaat@bibalex.org. 

 

Strengthening the Institutional 

Framework for Sustainable 

Development  

This e-course will be held from 5 

November to 14 December 2012 

and is organized by the UN Institute 

for Training and Research. Core 

topics include: the institutional 

architecture for sustainable 

development, emerging policy and 

institutional issues, and political 

challenges to advance the reforms 

discussed in Rio+20. Register here!  

 

 

   Research Tips 

GDNet is an organization dedicated to 

supporting research and policy making 

in developing and transition country 

through the generation, sharing and 

application of knowledge. Check their 

website to find experts, recent studies 

and guidelines across a range of 

development issues. GDNet are also 

members in the RPCD Partnership 

Forum  

 

 

 “I found out during the workshop that my 
knowledge in qualitative research methods 
was superficial and limited. The workshop 
helped me understand the importance of 

such methods, how, and why we can 
employ them in our research." Eyas Abu-
Rabadeh, RPCD “Qualitative Research 

Methods” workshop in West Bank, 
September2012 
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What motivates Palestinian suicide bombers? The answer may not be what you think—poverty and 

depression are often cited by analysts as key factors, but new research by RPCD Research Liaison Officer 

Dr. Bader Araj, published this month in the Canadian Review of Sociology, shows that this is mistaken. 

Based on in-depth interviews with the families of 42 suicide bombers from the Second Intifada, Dr. Araj 

establishes that the top motivating factor is to respond to earlier attacks against Palestinians. Click here to 

see the abstract. 

 

Just days remain in the countdown to RPCD’s conference 
“The Power of One: Citizen-Led Innovation and Social Change 
Practices during Periods of Transition” in Nicosia, Cyprus from 9-

11 October 2012. Follow the conference proceedings online! 

Research Highlights  
 

Civil Movements: The Impact of Facebook 
and Twitter 
By analyzing data on Twitter and Facebook 

users in 22 Arab countries, in addition to Iran, 

Israel and Turkey, this Dubai School of 

Government report highlights the role of these 

networking sites in the civil movements that 

have swept the region. This is part of a larger research initiative focused 

on social engagement through ICT in Arab states. Click here for more 
publications on Democracy and Governance  

 

 Energy Subsidies in the Arab World 
Energy subsidies are one of the key controversies 

in energy policy throughout the Middle East. This 

UNDP study considers the rationales for and 

against energy subsidies and looks at their impact 

on efficiency, equity, macro-economics and the environment. The report 

suggests a medium to long term reform process that incorporates 

adequate compensation for poor populations and adequate 

communication and transparency. Click here for more publications on 
Natural Resource Management 

 The Political Empowerment for Youth 
Youth political empowerment can be enhanced with 

the wide range of exercises and programs that are 

discussed in this training manual. The Foundation for 

Future manual includes methods to enhance political 

participation, promote an understanding of civil rights 

and duties and encourage youth to be active and 

empowered members of society. The manual, written 

in Arabic, aims to improve youth political and civic 

empowerment. Click here for more publications on 
Youth 

Recent RPCD and Research News 

Dr. Bader Araj, RPCD Research Liaison Officer in Palestine, authored 

the article “The Motivations of Palestinian Suicide Bombers in the Second 

Intifada (2000 to 2005)” published last month in the Canadian Review of 

Sociology.  

Dr. Nazek Salah, RPCD Research Liaison Officer in Jordan has just 

finished her first book, entitled “Sahrawi Woman and her Role in the 

Framing of Civil Society: Study in Political Sociology”, and published by 

L'Harmattan Rasd in Amman, Jordan.  

National Workshops 
Partnership Forum members attended the RPCD training “Qualitative 

Research Methodology: Principles and Applications National Workshops” 

in Ramallah, West Bank from 23-25 September 2012 and in Irbil, Iraq 

from 28-30 September 2012.  

Leadership for Change 

The John D. Gerhart Center 

for Philanthropy and Civic 

Engagement, in cooperation 

with Nebny Foundation, the 

Arab Institute for Human 

Rights in Tunis and the Center 

for Applied Policy Research at 

the University of Munich, are 

offering a series of workshops 

in Fall 2012 titled Leadership 

for Change. The series is an 

intensive leadership course, 

targeting young professionals and social activists to develop their skills in 

areas such as negotiation, campaigning, media use, etc. Read more here. 

WEEC Director Awarded 

Dr. Ahmed al Salymeh, Director of the Water and Energy Environment Center at the University of Jordan recently 

received the Hisham Hijawi Award for Applied Sciences for his accomplishments in the field of energy in Jordan.  
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