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SUMMARY

The literature on human rights-based development literature is replete with
policy reports, academic articles and monographs proclaiming that a new
approach is needed when donor aid is disbursed. The concept “human rights” is
derived from the several charters notably the UN Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights along with seven treaties including the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), the Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR), the Convention on Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD), the Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW), Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Convention
Against Torture (CAT) and the Convention on Migrant Workers and Their
Families (MWC).*

Every major multi-lateral and most bilateral donor agencies have implemented
some form of HRBD program or policies, including the United Nations agencies?,
the World Bank?®, CIDA*, GTZ,® and regional banks like the European Union®,
European Investment Bank’ and the Inter American Development Bank.®

HRBD policies have been implemented in several diverse arenas including
environmental protection and water rights,® energy policy,’® health care and
education,* women’s rights'? and protection of children.®®* Human rights
development approaches are even being implemented in regions where the
concept is fairly novel including Asian countries like Afghanistan, Fiji, Laos,
Mongolia, Thailand and Vietnam.'* Afghanistan, in particular, has been a focus
and one paper suggests that the international community adopt a two prong
approach “would include both the mainstreaming of human rights in the

! “Applying a human-rights-based approach to development cooperation and programming: A UNDP
capacity development resource”. 2006. UNDP. P. 2-3.
2 UNESCO, UNIFEM, UNOCHR, UNGLS and UNDP.
% palacio, Ana. 2006. “The Way Forward: Human Rights and the World Bank”.
* See “CIDA's human-rights approach to child protection” in Development Dimension Integrating Human
Rights Into Development: Donor Approaches, Experiences and Challenges . 2006. OECD. P. 132.
® “The Human Rights-Based Approach in German Development Cooperation: Short version”. 2009. GTZ.
® “Human Rights-Based Approaches and European Union Development Aid Policies”. 2008.
Action Aid/Amnesty International.
! “European Investment Bank: Promoting sustainable development, “Where appropriate”. 2007.
8 «“Social Inclusion and Economic Development in Latin America.” 2004. Edited by Mayra Buvinic’and
Jacqueline Mazza with Ruthanne Deutsch.
® “The New “Integration Process’ Will Help Companies Integrate Human Rights Into Environmental and
Social Impact Assessments”. 2007. IFIC.
19 picolotti, Romina and Jorge Daniel Taillant. 2009. “ The Human Rights Dimensions of the World Bank’s
Energy Policy”

Gauri, Varun. 2003.“Social rights and economics : claims to health care and education in developing
countries, Volume 1.
12 panchal Kapur and Nata Duvvury. 2009.“A Rights-Based Approach to Realizing the Economic and Social
Rights of Poor and Marginalized Women: A Synthesis of Lessons Learned”. ICRW.
13 «Child Rights Programming: How to Apply Rights-Based Approaches to Programming”. 2005. Save the
Children.
14 BermanBangkok, Gabrielle. 2008. “Undertaking a Human Rights-Based Approach: Lessons for Policy,
Planning and Programming — Documenting Lessons Learned for the Human Rights-Based Approach to
Programming: An Asia-Pacific Perspective — Implications for Policy, Planning and Programming”. UNESCO
Bangkok.


http://www.amazon.com/Development-Dimension-Integrating-Human-Rights/dp/9264022090/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269612340&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Development-Dimension-Integrating-Human-Rights/dp/9264022090/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1269612340&sr=1-1
http://econ.worldbank.org/external/default/main?authorMDK=123714&theSitePK=477916&piPK=64214942&pagePK=64214821&menuPK=64214916

assistance programme and a separate ‘human rights specific’ programme to
‘monitor and appraise the human rights situation and intervene in cases of
abuses in a systematic and consistent manner.” *°

Non-governmental organizations that emphasize HRBD include the Rights
Based Approach Society’® and the North-South Institute.!” There are several
academic authors that write about HRBD with Philip Alston being one of the most
prominent.'® Journals that commonly publish on the topic include Human Rights
Quarterly® and the International Journal of Human Rights.?

US GOVERNMENT AND USAID OFFICIAL STATEMENTS
ON HUMAN RIGHTS

“Strategic plan for 2007-2012- US State Department and USAID”. May 2007.
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/PDACJ333.pdf

“Strategic Goal 2: Governing Justly and Democratically” (P 12 of PDF)

“Our diplomatic, consular, and foreign assistance activities will help shape the
international security environment in ways that promote political and economic
freedom and protect the dignity and human rights of all people.”

Rule of Law and Human Rights: As President Bush said in his January 2002
State of the Union Address, “America will always stand firm for the non-
negotiable demands of human dignity: the rule of law; limits on the power of the
state; respect for women; private property; free speech; equal justice; and
religious tolerance.” Our objectives in this area are to advance and protect
human and individual rights as embodied in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and international conventions to which states are signatory, and to
promote societies in which the state and its citizens are accountable to laws that
are publicly promulgated, equally enforced, and independently adjudicated, and
which are consistent with international norms and standards. To accomplish this,

15 “Capacity building by human rights organisations: challenges and strategies”. 2002. P. 38.

' http://www.rightsbasedapproach.org/rba-topics.php?topic=18

' http://www.nsi-ins.ca/english/default.asp

18 Alston, Philip. 2005. “Ships Passing in the Night: The Current State of the Human Rights and
Development Debate Seen through the Lens of the Millennium Development Goals” Human Rights
Quarterly 27: 755-829. See also Human Rights and Development: Towards Mutual Reinforcement Edited by
Philip Alston & Mary Robinson. 2005, and Non-State Actors and Human Rights. 2005. Edited by Philip
Alston. NYU.

19 Skogly, Sigrun I. 1993. “Structural Adjustment and Development: Human Rights--An Agenda for Change”.
Human Rights Quarterly 15(4):751-778, for example

0 Ssenyonjo, Manisuli. 2008. “The Applicability of International Human Rights Law to Non-State Actors:
What Relevance to Economic, Social and Cultural Rights?” International Journal of Human Rights
12(5):725-760.



http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACJ333.pdf
http://www.rightsbasedapproach.org/rba-topics.php?topic=18
http://www.nsi-ins.ca/english/default.asp
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bBPrqu0ULek63nn5Kx95uXxjL6prUmvpbBIr6aeSa%2bws0u4qrE4v8OkjPDX7Ivf2fKB7eTnfLujs0uzr7JNr6iwPurX7H%2b72%2bw%2b4ti7eeTepIzf3btZzJzfhrups0m0qbNQtJzkh%2fDj34y73POE6urjkPIA&hid=104
http://web.ebscohost.com/ehost/viewarticle?data=dGJyMPPp44rp2%2fdV0%2bnjisfk5Ie46bBPrqu0ULek63nn5Kx95uXxjL6prUmvpbBIr6aeSa%2bws0u4qrE4v8OkjPDX7Ivf2fKB7eTnfLujs0uzr7JNr6iwPurX7H%2b72%2bw%2b4ti7eeTepIzf3btZzJzfhrups0m0qbNQtJzkh%2fDj34y73POE6urjkPIA&hid=104

we will speak out forthrightly through public statements and instruments such as
the Human Rights Practices, Trafficking in Persons, and International Religious
Freedom reports. We will speak out against states that wield the law as a political
weapon or instrument of repression, and that manipulate laws and the judicial
system in order to maintain power. We will speak in defense of human rights
defenders who are silenced by their governments in order to draw international
attention to their plight. We will actively promote the recognition of freedom of
religion and conscience throughout the world as a fundamental human right, and
denounce regimes that persecute their citizens or others on the basis of religious
belief. We will promote and monitor universal recognition and implementation of
labor rights and the abolition of abusive child labor practices, and will

encourage responsible corporate social behavior. We will protect the rights of
women and other underserved populations, including trafficking victims. We will
work with members of the UN General Assembly, UN Human Rights Council and
other multilateral mechanisms to call countries to account on their performance.
We will complement our diplomatic activity by using our foreign assistance to:

Support and assist the development or amendment of constitutions, laws, and
legal frameworks that are derived through democratic processes and are
consistent with international human rights standards.

e Strengthen judicial independence and impartiality as a means to check
excessive power in any branch or level of government by improving
processes for judicial review, selection, and self-governance.

e Support and assist international and domestic courts and tribunals
investigating and prosecuting instances of war crimes, genocide, and
crimes against humanity.

e Ensure an effective and equitable justice system by: improving
professional capacities and administrative and operational systems of
actors and institutions; developing and implementing fair procedures;
expanding access to justice; and ensuring adequate oversight, advocacy,
and accountability.

e Protect and promote human rights through education and awareness,
training, and support for human rights advocates and defenders, including
legal defense for advocates under pressure by their governments, and by
strengthening mechanisms for human rights protection”. (P 18-19)

“Advancing Freedom and Democracy Reports” May 2008.
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rIs/afdr/2008/

“2009 Human Rights Report”. Michael H. Posner Assistant
Secretary, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, Washington,
DC. March 2, 2010.

http://www.state.gov/a/drl/rls/rm/2010/134309.htm



http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/afdr/2008/
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/rm/2010/134309.htm

POLICY PAPERS ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT
FROM MAJOR DONORS

WORLD BANK

“Human rights and development”. 2009. Briefing.
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSITETOOLS/Resources/IngramDevtOutre

ach.pdf

Picolotti, Romina and Jorge Daniel Taillant. 2009. “The Human Rights
Dimensions of the World Bank’s Energy Policy”.
The human rights dimensions of the World Bank's energy policy,

“Realizing Rights through Social Guarantees: An Analysis of New
Approaches to Social Policy in Latin America and South Africa”. 2008.
World Bank.
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT/Resources/244
362-1164107274725/3182370-

1164107324437/Realizing Rights through Social Guarantees-webl.pdf

“Increasing Social inclusion Through Social Guarantees: A Policy Note”.
2008. World Bank.
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALDEV/Resources/3177394-
1168615404141/3328201-1192042053459/Policy Note Final 092407.pdf

“Guide to Human Rights Impact Assessment and Management - Road-Testing
Draft, June 2007".

“Guide to Human Rights Impact Assessment and Management: Executive
Overview”. 2007. IFIC.
http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/ref SocialResponsi
bility HRIA ExecutiveOverview/$FILE/HRIAexecsummary.pdf

“The New “Integration Process’ Will Help Companies Integrate Human
Rights Into Environmental and Social Impact Assessments”. 2007. IFIC.
http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/ref _SocialResponsi
bility HRIA IntegrationProcess/$FILE/IBLF-IFC-UNGC+annoucement+-
+final+version.pdf



http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSITETOOLS/Resources/IngramDevtOutreach.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSITETOOLS/Resources/IngramDevtOutreach.pdf
http://www.bicusa.org/en/Document.101875.aspx
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT/Resources/244362-1164107274725/3182370-1164107324437/Realizing_Rights_through_Social_Guarantees-web1.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT/Resources/244362-1164107274725/3182370-1164107324437/Realizing_Rights_through_Social_Guarantees-web1.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALDEVELOPMENT/Resources/244362-1164107274725/3182370-1164107324437/Realizing_Rights_through_Social_Guarantees-web1.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALDEV/Resources/3177394-1168615404141/3328201-1192042053459/Policy_Note_Final_092407.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTSOCIALDEV/Resources/3177394-1168615404141/3328201-1192042053459/Policy_Note_Final_092407.pdf
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http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/p_SocialResponsibility_HRIARoadTesting_v2/$FILE/HRImpactAssessment.pdf
http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/ref_SocialResponsibility_HRIA_ExecutiveOverview/$FILE/HRIAexecsummary.pdf
http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/ref_SocialResponsibility_HRIA_ExecutiveOverview/$FILE/HRIAexecsummary.pdf
http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/ref_SocialResponsibility_HRIA_IntegrationProcess/$FILE/IBLF-IFC-UNGC+annoucement+-+final+version.pdf
http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/ref_SocialResponsibility_HRIA_IntegrationProcess/$FILE/IBLF-IFC-UNGC+annoucement+-+final+version.pdf
http://www.ifc.org/ifcext/sustainability.nsf/AttachmentsByTitle/ref_SocialResponsibility_HRIA_IntegrationProcess/$FILE/IBLF-IFC-UNGC+annoucement+-+final+version.pdf

Palacio, Ana. 2006. “The Way Forward: Human Rights and the World Bank”
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTLAWJUSTICE/O,,co
ntentMDK:21106614~menuPK:445674~pagePK:64020865~piPK:149114~theSit
ePK:445634,00.html

The right to development World Bank seminar, Washington DC, 2005”
THE RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT WORLD BANK SEMINAR, WASHINGTON, 12
MAY ... Powerpoint

“Human Rights, Equity and Development: Report from a Workshop from
the University of Oslo, Norway, 11-12 October 2004.” Powerpoint
Human Rights, Equity and Development

Zafar Shaheed .“ A Rights-based Approach to Poverty Reduction”.
Powerpoint.
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTLM/Resources/390041-
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UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES

Adams, Barbara and Gretchen Luchsinger. 2009. “ Climate Justice for a
Changing Planet”. UNGLS.
[“IComplete publication
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A Human Rights-Based Approach to Development
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Bureau for Education.

http://www?2.unescobkk.org/elib/publications/232 233/HRBA.pdf

BermanBangkok, Gabrielle. 2008. “Undertaking a Human Rights-Based
Approach: Lessons for Policy, Planning and Programming — Documenting
Lessons Learned for the Human Rights-Based Approach to Programming:
An Asia-Pacific Perspective — Implications for Policy, Planning and
Programming”. UNESCO Bangkok.
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0017/001791/179187e.pdf
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