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ABSTRACT: This is an annotated bibliography of documents describing strategic 
alliances and partnerships involving either the United States or the Russian 
Federation. Thematically, the collection is organized around development, 
diplomacy and defense categories as well as whether alliances/partnerships are 
bilateral or multilateral in nature.  
 
The first part of this bibliography includes programmatic documentation or official 
government press releases describing strategic alliances involving the U.S. 
government. The second part briefly examines non-academic materials about 
Russian strategic alliances. The third part contains academic journal articles and 
more theoretical material addressing strategic alliances using a more traditional 
international relations approach. 
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SUMMARY 

     The literature on strategic alliances and relationships involving either the 
United States government or Russia can be broken down in several ways. One 
way is too address development projects that leverage partners in various 
sectors including health. One example of this type of alliance is the Health 
Partnership Alliance in the Caucasus that ran from 1998-2008 in Azerbaijan and 
Georgia. USAID collaborated with American International Health Alliance, Inc. 
(AIHA) along with several other donors in a model of “advancing global health 
through volunteer-driven partnerships that mobilize communities to better 
address healthcare priorities while improving productivity and quality of care”.1  
      USAID has worked in other sectors like economic growth and democracy-
governance and has created a specific toolkit called The NPI Resource Guide 
that “establishes an integrated approach to sustainable development that uses 
strategic partnering and the active engagement of civil society, the business 
community, and institutions of democratic local governance to bolster the ability 
of local communities to play a lead role in their own development.” 2   
     A second way to classify strategic alliances/relationships is to examine 
traditional state/state or bilateral diplomatic or military tie. Using official 
government press releases or reports can give an understanding of the goals 
and objectives states might have in having ties. Something as simplistic as 
purchasing military weapons3 or vaguely declaring “shared interests” or 
“cooperation” that most state’s have with one another 4 fall under this strategic 
relationship typology. 

     Examining a sample of academic literature on Russian strategic alliances, one 
gets the impression that state-state relationships can be very complicated 
depending on time and place. Today, Moscow has declared specific economic 
and/or military objectives with no less that a dozen countries including China, 
India, the United States, the European Union (27 countries), Vietnam, Canada, 
Iran, Turkey and Tajikistan. A strategic partnership, specifically, is useful in that it 
“enhances or justifies a close relationship between two states that seek mutual 
gains but whose interests may be competitive rather than shared”.5  

     One of the most discussed of Russia’s bilateral or multilateral partnerships is 
with that of the European Union, a relationship that Hughes has characterized as 
shaped by “calculated utility and norms” and “loaded with a pragmatism that 
overrides any value-based issues as human rights” due to Europe’s heavy 
                                                           
1 “Final Performance Report: Health Partnership Program The Caucasus Region 1998-2008”. 
2009. USAID. P. 1 of PDF. 
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/documents/CaucasusCloseoutFINAL.pdf 
2 New Partnerships Initiative: A strategic approach to development partnering”. USAID. 
http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/npi/index.html 
3 “Bulgarian - US military strategic partnership and F-16 fighter jets”. June 29, 2010. Sofia Echo. 
http://sofiaecho.com/2010/06/29/925188_bulgarian-us-military-strategic-partnership-and-f-16-fighter-jets 
4 “Remarks At the Closing of the Strategic Partnership Commission”. Hillary Rodham Clinton, Kyiv, Ukraine, July 2, 2010. 
US State Department. 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2010/07/143934.htm 
5 “What Is a Strategic Partnership?” 2000. Problems of Post-Communism 47(3):15. 
PDF Full Text 
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reliance on Russian oil.6   On the other hand, Russia and China have shared a 
strategic relationship that grew after 1991 and later manifested into a larger 
regional security alliance with Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.7 

Past history, however, suggests that alliances are often in flux and can overlap, 
creating more uncertainty than certainty. During the Cold War, the United States 
acted as a third “pole” in the China-USSR-US strategic triangle relationship but 
after September 11, 2001, Moscow and Beijing began to unite to a greater 
degree against perceived American unilateralism.8 

By entering into a trilateral relationship with India, Russia and China can better 
balance against perceived American military hegemony while at the same time 
cooperating in economic, energy and technology sectors as well as sharing 
political stability objectives across Asia.9     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6 Hughes, James. 2006. “EU relations with Russia: Partnership or asymmetric interdependency?” In Casarini, Nicola and 
Muzu, Costanza, (eds.) The EU's foreign policy in an evolving international system: the road to convergence. Palgrave 
studies in European Union politics . Palgrave, London. 
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/651/1/Hughes.EU-Russia.2006.pdf 
7 Alexandr Nemets. 2006. “Russia and China The Mechanics of an Anti-American Alliance”. Journal of International 
Security Affairs 11. 
http://www.securityaffairs.org/issues/2006/11/nemets.php 
8 Mao, Huei-Ming. 2003“The U.S.-China-Russia strategic triangle relationship: Since the beginning of the Bush 
Administration”. Tamkang Journal of International Affairs pp. 77-113. 
http://www2.tku.edu.tw/~ti/Journal/8-3/834.pdf 
9 Kundu, Nivedita Das. Undated. “Russia-India-China: Prospects for Trilateral Cooperation”. See P. 25-26. 

http://www.helsinki.fi/aleksanteri/english/publications/contents/ap_3-2004.pdf 
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TYPOLOGIES OF STRATEGIC ALLIANCES/ 
PARTNERSHIPS DOCUMENTS 

 

USAID AND DEVELOPMENT SECTOR DOCUMENTS 
 

General Documents 

 
“New AusAID- USAID Partnership for International Development 
Cooperation”. 2010. 
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/hottopics/topic.cfm?ID=8116_8589_8506_3740_7956 
 
“Strategic Partnership with Africa”. African Bank Development Group. 
http://www.afdb.org/en/topics-sectors/initiatives-partnerships/strategic-
partnership-with-africa/ 
 
“Private sector development and partnership strategy”. 2007. IFAD. 
http://www.ifad.org/pub/policy/private/e.pdf 
 
 

Evaluations and Program Documents 

 
 

“Final Performance Report Health Partnerships Program, Russia: 1998-
2008”. 2009. 
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/document
s/RussiaCloseoutFINAL.pdf 
 
“American International Health Alliance Final Performance Report: Health 
Partnership Program -The Caucasus Region 1998-2008”. 2008. 
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/document
s/CaucasusCloseoutFINAL.pdf 
 
“Region-wide Health Partnership Program in the New Independent States: 
1998-2008”. 2008.  
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/document
s/RWCloseoutFINAL_000.pdf 
 
“USAID/Terra P Group, Inc. Primary Healthcare Evaluation Report”. 2007.  
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/pdf/USAI
D-PHC-EvalRep.pdf 
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“USAID/Terra P Group, Inc. Primary Healthcare Brief”. 2007. 
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/pdf/PHC-
BRIEF-FINAL-CEE.pdf 
 
“Health Partnerships Program in Central Asia: 1998-2006”. 2006.  
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/pdf/CAR
%20FINAL%20REPORT%201998-2006%20-%20FINAL%20COPY.pdf 
 
“Health Partnerships Program in Central and Eastern Europe: 1994-
2006”.2006.  
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/pdf/CEE
%20Closeout%20Report%201994-2006%20FINAL%20COPY.pdf 
 
“Health Partnerships Program in Armenia: 1998-2004”. 2005.  
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/pdf/ARM
ENIA%20CLOSEOUT%20REPORT%20FINAL%20COPY%20July%202005.pdf 
 
“Health Partnerships Program in the West NIS: 1998-2004”. 2005.  
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/pdf/WES
T%20NIS%20FINAL%20REPORT%201998-2004.pdf 
 
“Link to monthly quarterly reports from Russia, Kosovo and the Caucasus 
from 2002-2009”. 
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/MonitoringAndEvaluation/ProgramResu
lts/QuarterlyReports/index.asp 
 
 

OTHER PROJECT DOCUMENTS 

 
“The Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives strategic 
partnerships guidebook”. 2008. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADN216.pdf 
 
“Building effective local partnerships: organisational challenges and 
strategic orientations”. 2007. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADL738.pdf 
 
“Izgradnja djelotvornih lokalnih partnerstava : organizacijski izazovi i 
strateske smjernice”. 2007. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADL738.pdf 
 
(in Serbo-Croat) 
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http://dec.usaid.gov/index.cfm?p=search.getCitation&rec_no=152852
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“Program Evaluation Report: AIHA primary healthcare partnerships in the 
Newly Independent States 1998-2006”. 
http://www.aiha.com/en/ResourceLibrary/Publications/ProgramReports/pdf/USAI
D-PHC-EvalRep.pdf 
 
“Creating Developmental Partnerships with Local Organizations and Using 
Subawards to Promote Organizational Development”. 2006. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADI108.pdf 
 
Wise, Hillary Miller and Berry, John. 2005. “Opening markets through 
competitive partnerships : the strategic alliance between FIE and 
ProMujer”.  
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACW078.pdf 
 
“Construir relaciones estrategicas : para sostener y expandir la accion 
comunitaria en VIH/SIDA”. 2002. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACW078.pdf 
 
Spevacek, Anne Marie. 2001. “USAID's experience with multisectoral 
partnerships and strategic alliances : an analysis of best practices and 
lessons learned”. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACN271.pdf 
 
Pieterse, Edgar, Thomas, Joseph M. et al. 1999. “Results package : 
consolidating democracy through fostering strategic and sustainable 
partnerships”. 1999. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDABR870.pdf 
 
“Towards the creating of strategic partnerships : improving access to 
drugs for HIV/AIDS -- report of a consultative meeting, 30 June - 2 July 
1997”. 1998. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACJ449.pdf 
 
“NPI resource guide : a strategic approach to development partnering. 
Volume I”. 1997. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADK884.pdf 
 
“NPI resource guide : a strategic approach to development partnering. 
Volume II”. 1997. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADK885.pdf 
 
Colindres, Hector, Van Zantzen and Tisna Veldhuyzen. 1996. “Strategic 
plan for decentralizing the health system in Paraguay”. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACH237.pdf 
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“Partnerships across borders : final report --] appendix III-C : training 
materials -- strategic planning”. 1995. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACB265.pdf 
 
Terrell, Nena. Undated. “Strategic stakeholder communications for 
strengthening health systems”.  
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNACL699.pdf 
 
“New Partnerships Initiative: A strategic approach to development 
partnering”. 1997. 
http://www.usaid.gov/pubs/npi/index.html 
 
“Three years of strategic partnership between Romania and the United 
States”. 
http://www.roembus.org/english/news/newsletter%201%20decembrie%202000/p
ag2.pdf 
 
 
 
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 
DOCUMENTS 

 
“Bulgarian - US military strategic partnership and F-16 fighter jets”. June 
29, 2010. Sofia Echo. 
http://sofiaecho.com/2010/06/29/925188_bulgarian-us-military-strategic-
partnership-and-f-16-fighter-jets 
 
Kapila, Subhash. 2010. “US-Pakistan Strategic Partnership: Strategic 
Implications for China”. South Asia Analysis Group. 
http://www.southasiaanalysis.org/%5Cpapers38%5Cpaper3755.html 
 
Cordesman, Anthony, Adam Mausner, and Elena Derby. 2010.“Strategic 
Partnership with Iraq”. Center for Strategic and International Studies. 
Strategic Partnership with Iraq 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 
DOCUMENTS 

 
“Clinton and Karzai's U.S.-Afghanistan Strategic Partnership Discussion.” 
2010. Council on Foreign Relations. 
http://www.cfr.org/publication/22104/clinton_and_karzais_usafghanistan_strategi
c_partnership_discussion_may_2010.html 
 
“Remarks At the Closing of the Strategic Partnership Commission”. Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, Kyiv, Ukraine, July 2, 2010. US State Department. 
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2010/07/143934.htm 
 
“U.S., Angola Establish Strategic Partnership Dialogue”.  US State 
Department Blog. 2010. 
http://blogs.state.gov/index.php/site/entry/us_angola_strategic_partnership 
 

“U.S., Kazakhstan Joint Statement on Strategic Partnership”. April 11, 
2010. White House Press Secretary. 
 http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2010/April/20100412103638eaifas0.5645563.html#ixzz0uzZspEss 

 “U.S.-India Relationship: A Strategic Partnership”. 2008. 
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2008/September/20080926164714xjsnommis0.241482.html#ixzz0uzXEp
PJr 
 

NON ACADEMIC DOCUMENTS ON RUSSIAN RELATIONSHIPS 
 
 

Ralph Winnie.“Iran: Russia's strategic new client”. March, 24 2010. Russia 
Now. 
http://rbth.ru/articles/2010/03/24/240310_iran.html 
 
Zaur Shiriyev.   “Turkish-Russian strategic depth in South Caucasus”. May 
20, 2010. Turkish Daily News and Economic Review. 
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