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ABSTRACT: This document lists academic articles, books and policy papers on 
transitional justice from the last five years. Academic journals such as the 
International Journal on Transitional Justice, Journal of Peace Research and 
Human Rights Quarterly are represented as well as several important books on 
the topic. This document is broken down into a general section and several 
geographic sections. Any articles that do not have PDF or HTML links can be 
obtained via interlibrary loan. 
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SOURCES ON TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE 

 
     The literature on transitional justice is extensive and encompasses several 
academic fields including political science, sociology, law, social work, history 
and criminal justice.  Several journals are devoted exclusively to the topic 
including the International Journal of Transitional Justice and Human Rights 
Quarterly. Other more well known journals such as Comparative Political Studies 
and Journal of Peace Research have also published occasional studies while 
many law schools often include the subject in their law reviews including Stanford 
and Michigan. 
 
     Several non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and think tanks have also 
published papers and books including the International Center for Transitional 
Justice and the United States Institute of Peace (USIP). Recent books of note 
include The Costs of Justice: Understanding How New Leaders Choose to 
Respond to Previous Rights Abuses (2010), Transitional Justice, Judicial 
Accountability and the Rule of Law (2010) and Assessing the Impact of 
Transitional Justice: Challenges for Empirical Research (2009). 
 
     The study of transitional justice also covers all geographic regions with a 
larger share of publications emerging from Eastern Europe and Eurasia, Sub-
Saharan Africa and Latin America, regions with more countries that have 
experienced significant political change over the past thirty years. Regions that 
are understudied include the Middle East and Afghanistan/Pakistan, a fact that is 
not surprising since they have only very recently undergone major political 
liberalization or have yet to do so. 
 
     The study of transitional justice also encompasses the examination of specific 
institutions and practices. The literature reflects that justice can entail more 
familiar courts, special crimes prosecutors, amnesty and lesser known devices 
such as lustration, official apologies and truth and reconciliation commissions, 
perhaps the most famous of these being in South Africa.1 According to Valjii, all 
of these institutions attempt to create accountability, truth and some aspect or 
form of justice when deterring future injustices using some sort of punishment or 
moral sanction while combating impunity. 2   
 
     In the academic literature, the approach an author usually takes in his or her 
study of transitional justice is generally comparative with a discussion of two or 
more countries in one period of time. One example is Olsen, Payne and Reiter’s 
empirical look at how the political economy affects the application of justice in 
Argentina, Cambodia, South Africa and other countries. They do so using the 

                                                           
1 See Gibson, James. 2006. The Contributions of Truth to Reconciliation: Lessons From South 
Africa. Journal of Conflict Resolution 50(3):409-432. 
2 Valji, N.  2009. Trials and truth commissions: seeking accountability in the aftermath of violence. 
Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation. P. 1. 
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Transitional Justice Data Base (TJDB) and conclude that how much a 
government can spend will affect its ultimate pursuit of the truth3, a conclusion 
that is not surprising considering the scarcity of resources in many developing 
economies. 
 
     On the other hand, Park’s piece on international human rights law4 is more of 
a descriptive discussion of what transitional justice is and where it is applicable. 
Most articles and papers tend to fall into a more descriptive or even normative 
policy approach or into a more academic, empirical approach. 
 

 

TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE LITERATURE 
 

GENERAL 
 
Horne, Cynthia. 2012. Assessing the Impact of Lustration on Trust in Public 
Institutions and National Government in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Comparative Political Studies 45 (4). 
 
Olsen, Tricia D., Leigh A. Payne and Andrew G. Reiter. 2010. Transitional 
Justice in Balance: Comparing Processes, Weighing Efficacy. Washington, 
DC: United States Institute of Peace Press. 
http://bookstore.usip.org/books/BookDetail.aspx?productID=238604 
(Link to abstract) 

Nalepa, Monica. 2010. Infiltration as Insurance: Committing to 
Democratization and Committing to Peace. In Law in Peace Negotiations, 
Forum for International Criminal and Humanitarian Law (FICHL) No. 4, ed.  
M. Bergsmo and P. Kalmanovitz. Oslo, Norway: Peace Research Institute. 

Park, Gloria. 2010. Truth as Justice. Harvard International Review 31(4):24-
27. 
PDF Full Text 
 
Pham, Phuong Ngoc, Vinck, Patrick and Weinstein, Harvey M. 2010. Human 
rights, transitional justice, public health and social reconstruction. Social 
Science and Medicine 70(1):98-105. 
Linked Full Text 

                                                           
3 Olsen, Tricia,  Leigh A. Payne, and Andrew G. Reiter. 2010. At What Cost?: A Political 
Economy Approach to Transitional Justice. Taiwan Journal of Democracy 6(1):165-184. 
4 Park, Gloria. 2010. Truth as Justice. Harvard International Review 31(4):24-27. 
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Nalepa, Monica. 2010. Why do they Return? Evaluating International 
Tribunals' Contribution to Reconciliation. In NOMOS 50: Transitional 
Justice (Proceedings of the American Society for Political and Legal 
Philosophy), ed. by J. Elster and M. S. Williams. New York, NY: New York 
University Press. 

Transitional Justice in the World, 1970-2007: Insights from a New Dataset. 
Journal of Peace Research 47:6 (forthcoming Fall 2010) 

Verdeja, Ernesto. 2010. Official Apologies in the Aftermath of Political 
Violence. Metaphilosophy 41(4): 563-581. 

The Justice Balance: When Transitional Justice Improves Human Rights 
and Democracy. Human Rights Quarterly 32:4 (forthcoming Fall 2010) 

Grodsky, Brian. 2010. The Costs of Justice: Understanding How New 
Leaders Choose to Respond to Previous Rights Abuses. Notre Dame, IN: 
University of Notre Dame Press. 
 
Yusuf, Hakeem O. 2010. Transitional Justice, Judicial Accountability and 
the Rule of Law. London, UK: Routledge. 
 
Olsen, Tricia, Leigh A. Payne, and Andrew G. Reiter. 2010. At What Cost?  A 
Political Economy Approach to Transitional Justice. Taiwan Journal of 
Democracy 6(1):165-184. 
http://www.tfd.org.tw/docs/dj0601/007.pdf 
 
Transitional justice and development: Making connections. 2009, Ed. Pablo 
de Greiff and Roger Duthie, International Center for Transitional Justice. 
(Several Book Chapters) 
http://www.ssrc.org/workspace/images/crm/new_publication_3/%7B1ed88247-
585f-de11-bd80-001cc477ec70%7D.pdf 
 
Arthur, Paige. 2009. How "Transitions" Reshaped Human Rights: A 
Conceptual History of Transitional Justice.  Human Rights Quarterly 
31(2):321-367. 

González, Matilde. 2009. A Methodology for Understanding the Community 
Perspectives. In Assessing the Impact of Transitional Justice: Challenges 
for Empirical Research, ed. H. Van Der Merwe, V. Baxter and A. R. 
Chapman. Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press. 

Valji, N.  2009. Trials and truth commissions: Seeking accountability in the 
aftermath of violence. Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation. 
http://www.csvr.org.za/images/f_e_s.pdf 
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Stensrud, Ellen Emilie. New Dilemmas in Transitional Justice: Lessons 
from the Mixed Courts in Sierra Leone and Cambodia.   Journal of Peace 
Research 46(1)5-15. 
Linked Full Text 
 
Laplante, Lisa and Kelly Phenicie. 2009. Mediating post-conflict dialogue: 
The media’s role in transitional justice processes. Marquette Law Review 
93(1):251-284. 
PDF Full Text 
 
Kritz, Neil J. 2009. Policy Implications of Empirical Research on 
Transitional Justice. In Assessing the Impact of Transitional Justice: 
Challenges for Empirical Research, ed. H. Van Der Merwe, V. Baxter and A. 
R. Chapman. Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press. 
 
Hayner, P. 2009. Negotiating justice: Guidance for mediators. The 
International Center for Transitional Justice. 
http://www.ictj.org/static/Africa/DRC/HDCenter_NegotiatingJustice_pa2009.pdf 
 
Fletcher, Laurel E., Weinstein, Harvey M. and Rowen, Jamie. 2009. Context, 
Timing and the Dynamics of Transitional Justice: A Historical Perspective. 
Human Rights Quarterly 31(1):163-220. 
 
Scarlett, Michael H. 2009. Imagining a World beyond Genocide: Teaching 
about Transitional Justice. Social Studies 100(4):169-176. 
PDF Full Text 
 
Murphy, Colleen. 2009. Political Reconciliation and International Criminal 
Trials. In Philosophy and International Criminal Law, ed. L. May. 
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Cuevas, Victor Espinoza, and María Luisa Oritz Rojas. 2009. Practical 
Considerations in Comparative Research. In Assessing the Impact of 
Transitional Justice: Challenges for Empirical Research, ed. H. Van Der 
Merwe, V. Baxter and A. R. Chapman. Washington, D.C.: United States 
Institute of Peace Press. 
 
Smith, Adam. 2009. After Genocide: Bringing the Devil to Justice. Amherst, 
NY: Prometheus Books. 
 
Fletcher, Laurel E., Harvey M. Weinstein, and Jamie Rowen. 2009. Context, 
Timing and the Dynamics of Transitional Justice: A Historical Perspective. 
Human Rights Quarterly 31:163-220. 
 
Freeman, Mark. 2009. Necessary Evils: Amnesties and the Search for 
Justice. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. 
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Backer, David. 2009. Cross-National Comparative Analysis. In Assessing 
the Impact of Transitional Justice: Challenges for Empirical Research, ed. 
H. Van Der Merwe, V. Baxter and A. R. Chapman. Washington, D.C.: United 
States Institute of Peace Press. 
 
Grodsky, Brian. 2009. Re-Ordering Justice: Towards A New Methodological 
Approach to Studying Transitional Justice. Journal of Peace Research 46 
(6). 
Linked Full Text 

Van Der Merwe, Hugo. 2009. Delivering Justice During Transition. In 
Assessing the Impact of Transitional Justice: Challenges for Empirical 
Research, ed. H. Van Der Merwe, V. Baxter and A. R. Chapman. 
Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press. 

Van der Merwe, Hugo W., Victoria Baxter, and Audrey R. Chapman, ed. 
2009. Assessing the Impact of Transitional Justice: Challenges for 
Empirical Research. Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace 
Press. 

Simpson, Graeme. 2008. One among Many: The ICC as a Tool of Justice 
during Transition. In Courting Conflict? Justice, Peace and the ICC in 
Africa, ed. N. Waddell and P. Clark. London, UK: Royal African Society. 
 
Grodsky, Brian. 2008. Weighing the Costs of Accountability: The Role of 
Institutional Incentives in Pursuing Transitional Justice.  Journal of Human 
Rights 7(4):353-375. 
PDF Full Text 
 
Bull, C. 2008. Building the rule of law in post-conflict Cambodia, East Timor 
and Kosovo. 
http://www.eldis.org/id21ext/s10bcb1g1.html 
 
Leebaw, Bronwyn Anne. 2008. The Irreconcilable Goals of Transitional 
Justice.  Human Rights Quarterly 30(1):95-118. 
 
Nagy, Rosemary. 2008. Transitional Justice as Global Project: Critical 
reflections. Third World Quarterly 29(2):275-289. 
PDF Full Text 
 
Arriaza, Laura, and Naomi Roht-Arriaza. 2008. Social Reconstruction as a 
Local Process. International Journal of Transitional Justice 2 (2):152-172. 
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Grodsky, Brian. 2008. Weighing the Costs of Accountability: The Role of 
Institutional Incentives in Pursuing Transitional Justice. Journal of Human 
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