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SOURCES ON TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE

The literature on transitional justice is extensive and encompasses several
academic fields including political science, sociology, law, social work, history
and criminal justice. Several journals are devoted exclusively to the topic
including the International Journal of Transitional Justice and Human Rights
Quarterly. Other more well known journals such as Comparative Political Studies
and Journal of Peace Research have also published occasional studies while
many law schools often include the subject in their law reviews including Stanford
and Michigan.

Several non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and think tanks have also
published papers and books including the International Center for Transitional
Justice and the United States Institute of Peace (USIP). Recent books of note
include The Costs of Justice: Understanding How New Leaders Choose to
Respond to Previous Rights Abuses (2010), Transitional Justice, Judicial
Accountability and the Rule of Law (2010) and Assessing the Impact of
Transitional Justice: Challenges for Empirical Research (2009).

The study of transitional justice also covers all geographic regions with a
larger share of publications emerging from Eastern Europe and Eurasia, Sub-
Saharan Africa and Latin America, regions with more countries that have
experienced significant political change over the past thirty years. Regions that
are understudied include the Middle East and Afghanistan/Pakistan, a fact that is
not surprising since they have only very recently undergone major political
liberalization or have yet to do so.

The study of transitional justice also encompasses the examination of specific
institutions and practices. The literature reflects that justice can entail more
familiar courts, special crimes prosecutors, amnesty and lesser known devices
such as lustration, official apologies and truth and reconciliation commissions,
perhaps the most famous of these being in South Africa.* According to Valiii, all
of these institutions attempt to create accountability, truth and some aspect or
form of justice when deterring future injustices using some sort of punishment or
moral sanction while combating impunity.

In the academic literature, the approach an author usually takes in his or her
study of transitional justice is generally comparative with a discussion of two or
more countries in one period of time. One example is Olsen, Payne and Reiter’s
empirical look at how the political economy affects the application of justice in
Argentina, Cambodia, South Africa and other countries. They do so using the

! See Gibson, James. 2006. The Contributions of Truth to Reconciliation: Lessons From South
Africa. Journal of Conflict Resolution 50(3):409-432.

2 valji, N. 2009. Trials and truth commissions: seeking accountability in the aftermath of violence.
Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation. P. 1.
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http://ejournals.ebsco.com/Journal.asp?JournalID=101625
http://ejournals.ebsco.com/Issue.asp?IssueID=515296

Transitional Justice Data Base (TJDB) and conclude that how much a
government can spend will affect its ultimate pursuit of the truth®, a conclusion
that is not surprising considering the scarcity of resources in many developing
economies.

On the other hand, Park’s piece on international human rights law* is more of
a descriptive discussion of what transitional justice is and where it is applicable.
Most articles and papers tend to fall into a more descriptive or even normative
policy approach or into a more academic, empirical approach.
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