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Abbreviations/Acronyms 

CoC 
Chamber of Commerce

Babil-BIC
Babil Business Information Center (a small business development center)

ICF-SME 
Iraqi Corporation for Financing - Small & Medium sized Enterprises

GOI
Government of Iraq

MFI
Microfinance Institution

MOLSA
Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs

PIC
Provincial Investment Commission

PC
Provincial Council

PRT
Provincial Reconstruction Team (U.S. Dept. of State) 

SBDC
Small Business Development Center

SME
Small & Medium Sized Enterprise

Section I.
Executive Summary 

Over 200 public and private-sector officials, including three members of Iraq’s Council of Representatives, participated in the “Doing Business in Babil” market assessment event, sponsored by the Babil Chamber of Commerce, the Babil–BIC, the Babil PRT and USAID-Tijara BDS. This was the largest provincial market assessment conference to date, gathering government, business and NGO leaders with the purpose of discussing, owning and implementing action plans for addressing the constraints for doing business in Babil. Recommendations from this event will be channeled into quarterly roundtable meeting to continue the momentum of change created at this meeting.

The conference was presided over by Mr. Sadiq Al-Mamoori, Chairman of the Babil Chamber of Commerce, with speeches provided by Dr. Haithem Aljoboori, a member of Iraqi’s parliament and Mr. Hassan Mohrij Tofan, Babil Provincial Council member and Chairman of its Service Committee. Also in attendance were the Chairman of the Provincial Investment Commission (PIC), representatives from the Provincial Council and other senior Government Officials. A high contingent of private sector business leaders participated as well. Other attendees included representatives of financial institutions and academics also participated in the program.
These remarks were followed by a formal presentation of the Babil Market Assessment. The Assessment is a comprehensive survey commissioned and published by USAID-Tijara and the Babil-BIC that examines the strengths and weaknesses of Babil’s economy. The Assessment identified specific constraints and quantified their impact on the economy of Babil.
The presentation was followed by two lively panel discussions: Business and Investment Enabling Environment & Business Development Services Constraints and Access to Finance Constraints. The frank exchange of views led to lively debates and resulted in pinpointing specific issues. The stakeholders then proposed solutions for their resolution. The Conference ended with the creation of a set of detailed recommendations, which will be shared with the GOI as well as Provincial Government for review and implementation. Some of the recommendations made were as follows:

· Promote economic awareness through provincial economic plans, open communication of investment opportunities.

· Coordinate Babil’s diverse economic organizations to operate towards a shared economic plan and vision.

· Promote specific economic sectors such as agriculture, tourism, fish farming and manufacturing.

· Promote financial/banking awareness and education.

· Push lending institutions to provide a greater array of loan terms and collateral requirements and streamline the loan application process. 

To continue the momentum gained from this event, steering committees for specific sectors are being formed which will further refine the recommendations and follow up with the Government Institutions. 
Section II. 
“Doing Business in Babil” Conference Plan

2.1
Background
USAID-Tijara over the past year carried out the first comprehensive study of SME dynamics in Iraq. The aim was to produce authoritative data on the SME sector in order to help SBDCs and the broader SME development stakeholder population including the local governments in making SME development decisions. 

The study seeks to characterize SME culture in Iraq and highlight constraints which hinder SME growth, and the impact of these constraints on SME operations. It also benchmarks development indices and makes recommendations towards the provisioning of SME development services and improving the business and investment enabling environment (BIEE) in Iraq. The study was undertaken in 15 Iraqi provinces, with a comprehensive report compiled for each.
2.2 
Purpose
To disseminate the findings of the provincial market assessment reports, USAID-Tijara is planning to conduct a series of one day conferences in different provinces and regions of Iraq. The publicity of the results of the reports should result in exploration of opportunities and priorities for stimulating provincial economic growth at the grassroots level.  
These conferences will be organized by the SBDCs in collaboration with the U.S. Dept. of State Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRT) in the 15 provinces where the market assessment reports were conducted, with support from USAID-Tijara and PRT staff.  

The main purpose behind this event is to generate awareness about the major issues in the each Governorate. The stakeholders will be provided a comprehensive overview of the issues identified in the market assessments. The issues will be quantified and will be addressed with inputs from all stakeholders.  
2.3
Objectives
The following objectives are expected to be achieved in the Conference:

1. Bring together local stakeholders and decision makers to explore opportunities for promoting private sector development and economic growth in the province and principal constraints that need to be overcome.  

2. Review and discuss the findings and conclusions included in the Market Assessment Reports, including the overall economic situation in the province and key constraints that are hindering economic growth.

3. Explore options for addressing specific constraints and opportunities highlighted in the MA reports, including priority issues in the following areas:

a. Business enabling environment 

b. Access to finance

c. Business development assistance

4. Agree upon steps that will be taken to undertake collective efforts to address the priority problems that have been decided upon in the course of the conference – for example, establishing working groups to address specific problems, with management responsibilities and roles assigned to different stakeholder groups, together with schedules for reporting on results (progress reports) and disseminating information to the broader set of stakeholders.

2.4
Target Audience

The potential target audience of these Conferences will include Government Officials, Private Sector Representatives, members of Academia and Business.
Specific stakeholders include SBDC Staff, Provincial Council Economic reps, Provincial Investment Commission decision makers, Chamber of Commerce & Iraqi Businessmen Union members, Municipality Officials related to economic/business matters, Business Leaders, Banks, and any other provincial decision makers. 

2.5
Expected Results
The Provincial Economic Growth/Market Assessment Conferences are expected to achieve the following results:

1. Report on the results of the recent Market Assessment surveys;

2. Improved awareness of the priority private sector development constraints that exist in the province;

3. Specific opportunities for stimulating private sector development by removing constraints and undertaking specific private sector development/business development initiatives will be identified;

4. Agreement will be reached on next steps for pursuing collective efforts to remove constraints and undertake specific private sector development initiatives.

Section III.  An Introduction to Babil Province

With over 1.6 million residents, Babil is the most populous province in central Iraq (outside of Baghdad).  More important, it is once again known for its positive qualities.  Babil is Iraq’s breadbasket.  Influenced by both the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, nearly one half its land mass is devoted to agriculture and about one-third of its population engages in it.  The area grows carp (fish), staple crops like wheat and barley, other grains, and dates.  

Babil Province devotes a considerable part of its economic activity to agribusiness, at least 35% of the labor force. Babil businesses produce livestock and wheat, barley, other grains, and dates, for whose volume of output and quality Babil is well known. Babil features a significant manufacturing industry that includes textiles and farm machinery and a chemical manufacturing complex in Al-Mussyab that accounts for much of the employment there.  Babil also has a number of potentially powerful tourist attractions due to its ancient importance as the cradle of civilization, though it does not seem to have taken advantage of those attractions to date. Being near to and just south of Baghdad, its access roads put it on a transportation route, so goods movement in and out, to the middle and south of the country, is good.

SMEs are also concentrated in agriculture and trade.
The Babil economy also depends on industry.  Its factories produce textiles, farm machinery, and chemicals.  As the province increasingly moves toward stability, the rebuilding of its ancient ruins is beginning to create a powerful attraction for tourists eager to visit the cradle of civilization.  Hilla, Babil Province’s main city, is on the best transportation artery running south of Baghdad, providing businesses with distribution advantages for their goods.  

Babil’s rural and urban productive capacity and geographical location have encouraged the growth of more medium sized small to medium enterprises (SME) than elsewhere in Iraq and made it easier for Babil businesses to sell to State Owned Enterprises (SOE).  The Babil business culture is among the most sophisticated in the country, with higher sales turnover, a larger asset base, and more sophisticated relationships with training entities and sources of business support and advice.  Babil’s business registration rates are high and its businessmen see the future in more sanguine terms than elsewhere in Iraq. 

Growth brings employment and a need for housing.  Hence, a large percentage of Babil’s labor force is involved in housing and commercial construction.  At the same time, the increased demand for electricity and water in the cities and agricultural areas has kept both in short supply.   Rapid growth also can bring corruption, and that is an issue with which Babil has been struggling.  Babil’s banking industry has not yet reached maturity and many businesses still are financed out of their own assets.

Business support services in Babil have featured private and public sponsorship for some years, and Hilla is the site of a small business development center.  Iskandariyah has put together a vocational center focused on manufacturing training, especially for the automobile and trucking industry.  Babil has not nearly overcome all the barriers to economic success, but it is a province on the move. 

Section IV.  Babil Market Assessment Methodologies and Major Findings

# of Babil SME owners Surveyed 

738
# of Focus Groups
 


  15

# of Babil SME Owners in Focus Groups 
129
	Babil SME Sectors
	% of Sample
	Diyala SME Sectors
	% of Sample

	Wholesale, Retail Trade
	38%
	Hotels, Restaurants, Tourism
	6%

	Agribusiness 
	16%
	Communications
	2%

	Construction
	14%
	Transport, Storage 
	2%

	Manufacturing
	14%
	Electricity, Gas, Oil
	1%

	Professional Services 
	11%
	Other
	1%


4.1
Major Findings in Babil Province
· Agribusiness employees at least 35% of the work force
· Greater % of medium-sized businesses (20% of SMEs surveyed vs.12% Iraq average)
· Older SME culture than Iraq avg., 30% are over 10 years old (48% are under 5 years old vs. 53% avg. For Iraq)
· Lower female ownership (1% of Babil SMEs, Iraq avg. 2.2%)
· Educated entrepreneurs (57% have secondary, 18% have college) 
· Traditional business activities, 70% in agriculture/construction/retail 

(With an avg. of 1.2 products or services per SME)
· Labor intensive SMEs, higher rate of unskilled labor (48% unskilled, Iraq avg. 53%)

 4.2
Babil SME Owners’ Positive Outlook (2010-2011): 

· 85% of Babil SMEs plan on offering a new product or service

· 65% will seek to expand their distribution network

· 20% of SMEs plan on acquiring or merging with another company

· 13% of respondents are intent on exporting

4.3
Major Firm-Level Constraints in Babil Province

· Severely effected by access to finance constraints 

· Cash flow (inventory turnover/slow customer repayments)

· Lack of technical-managerial capacities (99% of SME owners have never attended a management training course

· Insufficient use of Information and Communications Tech

· Highly fragmented environment requiring third party dependence 

· Severely effected by infrastructure constraints, especially electricity

· Heavy reliance on friends, family and staff for business support and advice. 
Section V. 
Babil Market Assessment Constraints and Panel Discussions

5.1 Business & Investment Enabling Environment (BIEE) and Business Development Services (BDS) Constraints – BIEE/BDS Panel Discussion
	Iraq SME Constraint/Concern
	Rank
	
	Babil SME Constraint/Concern
	Rank

	Energy Shortages
	1
	
	Cash Flow
	1

	Security 
	2
	
	Raise Finance for Growth
	2

	Raise Finance for Growth
	3
	
	Economic Environment
	3

	Economic Environment 
	4
	
	Energy Shortages
	4

	Cash Flow
	5
	

	Security
	5


5.1.1
Planning Process Inadequate 
· The entire plan for Iraq and Babil is incomplete and incorrect. A clear and concise economic general plan, defining all of the investment rules need to be finished.

· Staffs in government agencies lack customer service knowledge.  They deal with clients and customers as if they are lower than them.  Defected minds and bad attitude are clearly noticed inside government agencies.

· Government is not responsive to the planning needs of the province.

· Iraq has not yet learned from the experience of the world, like what we see in India or China. The current economic status and advancement in the Gulf States, should be studies and applied here.

· One major obstacle delaying the legislation process is that every single member of our parliament has only one specialty or skill and they lack a broader understanding.

5.1.2
Outdated and Conflicting Laws & Issues with the Legislative Process 

· Old laws and policies are still active and control economical advancement, prohibiting us to create a broader economy. 

· Current laws prevent lending and investment. New laws need to be streamlined for easier decision making.

· The General Customs Committee law is antiquated and does not meet the current status of our economy.

· Taxes and electricity tariffs are a significant problem for SME owners.

· Antiquated laws on the trading and industrial sectors do not meet the current demand of our market and they only slow our economical advancement.  

· Parts of the Investment Law, signed in 2006, with instructions provided in early 2011, were found to be in compliance with other laws.

5.1.3
Energy and Infrastructure Issues

· Inadequate electricity for industrial zones

· City council and local government need to have input in infrastructure decisions.

· Infrastructure is not inadequate for attracting investors

· Transportation infrastructure is inadequate. 

5.1.4
Inadequate Industrial Zones & Land Rights Issues
· New laws are needed allow us to submit a redevelopment of industrial zones as an “investment project.” 

· We lack expertise in this field, and local agencies are unconcerned. 

· Most industrial zones are inactive and lack energy and modification.  

· The Industrial Village, 90% is privately owned and only 10% is owned by the municipality.

· Land rights are a huge problem for local government, workmen, traders, and investors.

· It is difficult to obtain land for investment.  Most land is previously owned. 

5.1.5
Bank Funding for Large Projects

· Beside infrastructure and loans issues, there is urgent need for the larger, stronger banks to provide loans to finance business growth.  

· The problem of lack of investment lending from banks or other investment agencies is present all across Iraq.

5.1.6
Employment Issues

· Reliance on foreign workers negatively effects local workers and reduces their chances for employment. 

5.1.7
BIEE Recommendations
5.1.7.1
Improve the Planning Process
· The creation of any business must be made with the knowledge of Provincial Council and it must be included within a plan previously created by it. 

· The strategic plan must fight unemployment.  The opinions and ideas of citizens need to be heard and brought into planning efforts and legislation.
· It is important to create an economics growth committee in Babil. This will play a vital role in helping improve the overall economics status of the province. 

· It is the responsibility of everyone to help and participate in the building efforts. 
· The Iraqi Dinar must be strengthened. Babil needs planning to improve the economy. 

· Public committees need to be created to consulting with representatives in the city council to better define rules and standard fit for current needs and or outstanding issue and concerns. 

· Transformation of our economy from a more generalized economy into a free one. 

· The Babel Chamber of Commerce/Babil BIC must conduct workshops, training seminars and conferences for merchants and investors to cover broad economic and business development needs.
5.1.7.2
Infrastructure Improvements
· The Municipality of Babil should continue to designate areas for eco-friendly trash removal. 

· An additional industrial village should be created for special industries and skills.

· It is time to create a modern water purification projects for the entire city. 

· It is also time to focus on waste management issues.

5.1.7.3
Improved Legislation & Legislative Process
· A large number of laws need to be changed. Laws need to be written that government agencies cannot overlook or disregard.  
· Law must be created from the bottom up, meaning that all professionals and workmen must be heard when creating policies.  
5.1.7.4
Public Works Employment Creation
· Implementing building and construction projects will greatly decrease unemployment. 

· Creation of water treatment facility would employ a large number of citizens.

5.1.7.5
Agriculture Initiatives
· Small investors can take advantage of the relationship between the local government and the agricultural bank by taking low interest loans and creating factories and fish farms. 

· Babel is a center for farming and we must advance our abilities by creating canning factories.  Dates for an example can be transformed into many different products and could therefore be a mean to create many factories and employment opportunities.  
5.2 Access to Finance Panel Constraints – panel discussion
· Over 90% of Babil SMEs holding debt, claim to hold less than $9,000, in fact 51% hold less than $900 in debt.
· More than 50% of SMEs claim to need no more than $10,000 to finance their expansion.
· The intensity of trade credit utilization by SMEs, which is working capital credit by definition (over 80% of SMEs use either supplier or customer financing at least on occasion). 

· Borrowing from family and friends (the third most popular source of finance for Babil SMEs) is most likely to be short-term, small amount lending, which implies that loans go towards working capital requirements.  

· Money lenders, who outperform banks and MFIs as a source of SME finance, are also generally short-term, small-amount lenders, highly unlikely to finance capital assets. 
	Babil SME Main Access to Finance Constraints - Reasons
	% of Respondents

	Never applied for a loan/I don't need a loan 
	30%

	High Interest/Other Interest Related issues
	18%

	No one has contacted/nominated me for a loan
	17%

	No financial institution nearby
	12%

	Value of the collateral is too high
	9%

	Banks are Corrupt
	8%


5.2.1
Interest Rate Issues
· In Babel, most SME owners can not take advantage of loans due to high interest rates
· Interest rates are higher in Iraq than in other countries due to risk factors. 

· The bank representatives avoid talking about high interest rates and their profits but talk a lot about their banks and organizations. 
· The interest rates bank pay on deposits, 4%, is not enough to encourage residents to save at a bank.

5.2.21
Inadequate Cash Flow Financing
· The retail trade in Bail rises and falls with the religious seasons and the trader must be increase inventories to satisfy consumer needs. Banks should support loans to the excellent trader to support these working capital needs.

· Profit margins on these low priced inventories are also low.
5.2.3
Infrastructure, Security and Technology Issues
· Industrial area in Babil province suffers from interrupted electricity supply, causing high electricity costs which affects as investment project feasibility.

· Iraqi economy suffers not only from the security situation but also a lack of modern technologies which is very important for financial institutions.

· There are many obstacles that the trade work suffer from it in Babil province  

5.2.4
insufficient numebr of bank branches

· Currently there are 30 banks operating in Iraq, 8 of them are Islamic banks.

· Standards show that there should be one bank for every 45000 residents, and with Babil's population of 1,600,000, there should be 40 banks operating to serve the needs of Babil residents.

5.2.5
Access to Finance Recommendations
5.2.5.1
Progressive Loan Terms
· Banks need to move from reliance on guarantees to reliance on the SMEs cash flow and business assets as collateral.

5.2.5.2
Competition’s effect on Interest Rates

· If the Central Bank of Iraq allowed interest rates to float freely then competition between banks and the bank’s efficiency in delivering services will determine its the interest rates it will charge on loans.

· The loan approval process and other routines need to be reduced. This will improve customer service and reduce interest rates.

5.2.5.3
Encourage Investment in Babil - Open Securities Brokerages

· Opening securities exchange offices in all provinces of Iraq will benefit investment in Iraqi companies.
· Babil residents have large amounts of savings waiting for projects that will support job growth in Babil province.

5.2.5.4
Establish a Financial Committee
· The province should establish a financial committee to promote financial knowledge and awareness to officials and citizens.

5.2.5.5
Local Government Support of STate owned enterprises
· The PC has provided support to SOE to stimulate the economy and create jobs.

· Textile Factory Renovation of Hilla

· Re-tooling a corn products factory in Hashimiyyeh to manufacture oil well digging equipment 
· Linking Aljonoob Oil Company with this company

· Promoting and cooperating in this work with the Minister of Mining and Industry.  

5.2.5.6
Local Government Support of the Private Sector
· Working with Babel COC conducting a economic summit for merchants and investors

· Promoting the development of a new industrial village specializing in food industries.
5.2.5.7
Investment in Specific Economic Sectors
· Studies should be conducted to focus on investment in certain sectors.  

· Certain sectors have already been identified: Agricultural and Tourism

· Industrial sector in Babel province is old and large and can provide new opportunities for growth. Modern technology products such as irrigation systems and plastic containers manufacturing can link the agriculture and industrial sector.

· The university can also provide research and information on new technology.
Section VI.  Summary of Recommendations & Future Plan of Action

6.1
Summary of Recommendations

6.1.1
BIEE & BDS Recommendations
· Improve the planning process
· Infrastructure improvements
· Improved legislation & legislative process
· Public works employment creation
· Agriculture initiatives
6.1.2
Access to Finance Recommendations

· Progressive loan terms
· Competition’s effect on interest rates
· Encourage investment in Babil - open securities brokerages
· Establish a financial committee
· Local government support of state owned enterprises
· Local government support of the private sector
· Investment in specific economic sectors
6.2 Future Plan of Action

There was agreement from the public-private economic stakeholders at this conference to move forward on the following points:
· Promote economic awareness through provincial economic plans, open communication of investment opportunities.
· Coordinate Babil’s diverse economic organizations to operate towards a shared economic plan and vision.

· Promote specific economic sectors such as agriculture, tourism, fish farming and manufacturing.
· Promote financial/banking awareness and education.

· Push lending institutions to provide a greater array of loan terms and collateral requirements and streamline the loan application process. 
· Continue the momentum gained from this event by forming steering committees for specific sectors, which will further refine the recommendations and follow up with the Government offices.
Section VII. 
Annexure

Annex 1. 
Event Agenda

“Doing Business in Babil” event
April 21, 2011 at the Babylon Conference Center, Babil, Iraq

	Time
	Event

	9:00 – 9:30
	Greeting and Reception

	9:30 – 9:35
	Babil BIC Exec. Director Welcome

	9:35 – 9:40
	Quran Kareem & National Anthem

	9:40 – 9:50
	Babil Governor’s Remarks

	9:50 – 10:00
	Babil Provincial Council Chairman’s Remarks 

	10:00 - 10:30
	Babil BIC Exec. Director Introduces Tijara

· Tijara Greeting; Define Purpose and Outcome of  Event

· Overview of USAID-Tijara  Market Assessment Survey

	10:30 – 11:30


	Improving the Business Investment Enabling Environment (BIEE) & and Delivery of Business Development Services (BDS)

(Review of Principal BIEE & BDS Constraints)

· Presentation of Findings
· Panel Discussion

	11:30 – 11:45
	Coffee Break

	11:45 – 12:45


	Improving Access to Finance 
(Review of Principal Financial Constraints) 

· Presentation of Findings
· Panel Discussion

	1:00 – 1:15
	Recap:  Key Priorities and Follow-up Action Committees   

	1:30 – 2:30
	Lunch
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	Official in Babil PC
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	Member of provincial council
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	Member of provincial council
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	Member of government council
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	Member of provincial council
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	Member of provincial council
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	Member of government council
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	University Faculty Member 
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	University Faculty Member 
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	University Faculty Member  
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	Chief of Hilla Justice Council
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	Iraqia Channel
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	Al–Rasheed Channel
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	Karbala Channel
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	Al–Fauhaa Newspaper
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	Al–Destoor Newspaper
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	Al–Gad Newspaper
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	Babil Radio
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	Babylon Radio
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	Al–Iraq Al-Hurr Radio
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	Acanyour Agency
	

	
	167
	
	Al–Summeria News Agency
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	Training Director
	

	
	 
	
	Advisor- BDS
	

	
	 
	
	Senior Advisor - MFI
	

	
	 
	
	PR
	

	
	 
	
	Program Coordinator- MFI - Moderator 
	

	
	 
	
	M&E Specialist 
	

	
	 
	
	Field Coordinator
	

	
	 
	
	Field Coordinator
	

	
	 
	
	Field Coordinator - Moderator BIEE & BDS
	

	
	
	
	
	


Annex 3.
Discussion Panelists and Moderators

Improving the Business Investment and Enabling Environment 

& Business Development Services Panel
Moderator: Mr. Firas Fouad, USAID-Tijara BDS Field Coordinator
Panelists:

Mr. Hassan Mharij Twafaan, Babil PC Member, Service Committee Chairman 

Mr. Abbas Warwar, Vice President, Babil PIC

Mr. Aqeel Al Seelawi, Babil PC Member, Energy Committee Chairman 

Dr. Haitham Al Joboori, Member of Iraqi Parliament 

Mr. Sadiq Hasham ALmamoori Chairman of COC     

Mr. Amer Mahamood Jabik Manufacture federation chief

Mr. Adel Sahib Agriculture investment agency chief

Improving the Access to Finance Panel


Moderator: Mr. Mohammed Hummaddi, USAID-Tijara BDS Field Coordinator
Panelists:

Mr. Qasim Hussain, Manager, Izdiharouna Bank, Hilla

Ms. Ameera Al Bakri, Babil PC Member 

Mr. Makki Mohammed Raddam, Economist, Babil Provincial Council
Mr. Haider Hussain, Manager, CHF International, Hilla
Mr Hussein Jasam, Manager, Investment & Economic Bank, Hilla
Annex 4.
Questions for Panels
i. Business and Investment Enabling Environment and Business Development Services Panel Questions

Question 1: What are the best opportunities to improve the business environment of Babylon Province in the near future, and what priorities should the local stakeholders pursue?

Question 2: Does the local government have a clear economic vision for the SME sector?
Question3: What are our best tools for improving employment in Babil?
Question 4: How does local government view the investment opportunity needs of SMEs?

Question 5: What are the ways that we can monitor our progress and improve our communication with local authorities? 
Question 6: How can we improve the business environment?
Question 7: What are the ways in which we can reduce barriers to entry for foreign investment into Iraq and Babil?

Question 8: Have you personally contributed to positive change in the matters that effect the business environment in Babil?  
ii. Access to Finance Panel Questions

The potential to increase bank penetration rates for SMEs in Diyala is very high. According to the "Diyala Market Assessment”:

Question 1:  What are the key factors for SMEs to be able to access finance and increase their working capital?

Question 4: What can be done to streamline the complicated loan application procedures required by financial institutions?  
Question 3: What can be done to reduce loan interest rates and high collateral requirements for entrepreneurs?

Question 5: What are the current services and new services that private banks offer to the market?

Annex 5.
Media Advisory

MEDIA ADVISORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 11, 2011
USAID Public Affairs: Hal Lipper, +964 (0) 790-111-2702

Email: hlipper@usaid.gov; http://www.usaid.gov/iraq/

Tijara Press Officer: David DeVoss, +964 (0) 790-111-2804

Email: ddevoss@Tijara-iraq.com; http://www.Tijara-iraq.com

POLITICAL AND BUSINESS LEADERS TO MEET AT DOING BUSINESS IN BABIL CONFERENCE 

Babil – Babil’s business and political leaders will meet to discuss strategies to increase investment and business in Babil at the Doing Business in Babil Conference on April 21. The conference, supported by the U.S. Government, will highlight the release of the Babil Market Assessment, a paper examining the strengths and weaknesses of Babil’s economy published by USAID-Tijara and the Babil Business Information Center (Babil-BIC).

Babil-BIC Executive Director Kanaan Khalaf Abad Ali will chair the meeting and introduce speakers, including Babil Governor and officials from the Provincial Council and the Provincial Reconstruction Team.  

Representatives from Babil’s Chamber of Commerce, commercial banks, microfinance institutions, the Provincial Investment Commission and the Iraqi Businessmen’s Union will also attend.

WHO: Babil Governor, Babil-BIC Executive Director Kanaan Khalaf Abad Ali, and representatives from USAID-Tijara and the Babil-BIC

WHAT: Presentation of the Babil Market Assessment, written by USAID-Tijara‘s Provincial Economic Growth Program in cooperation with the Babil-BIC. A panel discussion with Babil’s business leaders about ways to develop the province’s economy.

WHERE: Babylon Conference Center, Babil Province
WHEN: 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. April 21, 2011

CONTACT: David DeVoss, Communications Director, USAID Provincial Economic Growth Program (USAID-Tijara), +964 (0) 790 111-2804, ddevoss@Tijara-iraq.com
###

Annex 6.
Media Coverage

	Television/Cable
	Newspaper/Radio

	Iraqia Channel
	Al–Madda Newspaper

	Al Hurrai Channel
	Al–Fauhaa Newspaper

	Al Ahad Channel
	Al–Destoor Newspaper

	Al–Faiha Channel
	Al–Gad Newspaper

	Al–Massar Channel
	Babil Radio

	Al–Rasheed Channel
	Babylon Radio

	Al–Gadeer Channel
	Al–Iraq Al-Hurr Radio

	Karbala Channel
	Acanyour Agency

	 
	Al–Summeria News Agency


Annex 7.
Resource Sites

· Provincial Market Assessment Reports: 

http://sbdc-iraq.com/Cms/index.php?special=changearea&newArea=118
· SBDC Network Website:


http://sbdc-iraq.com
April 21, 2011
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DISCLAIMER 


The authors views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views of the United States Agency for International Development or the United States Government.























Table � STYLEREF 1 \s �‎0��� SEQ Table \* ARABIC \s 1 �1�: Babil Demographics


Capital: �
Hilla�
�
Area:�
5,119sq km (1.2% of Iraq)�
�
Population:     �
1,651,565 (6% of Iraq)�
�
Gender Distribution:    �
Male: 50%�
�
�
Female: 50%�
�
Geographical Distribution:  �
Rural: 53%�
�
�
Urban: 47%�
�
Population by District:�
�
�
Al-Hilla     �
682,783�
�
Al-Mahawil   �
256,811�
�
Al-Hashimiya   �
375,947�
�
Al-Mussyab   �
336,024�
�
















