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Composition of the Research Team
· Include primary researchers from different disciplines. Allow time for researchers to develop an understanding and respect for each other's disciplines and work. Each should be familiar with the basic literature and current debates in the other field. 
· Ensure similar linkages among local researchers from the city, state or region where the project is being implemented. 

Integrated approaches during the evaluation design 
· Ensure that the evaluation framework draws on theories and approaches from all of the disciplinary teams involved in the evaluation (e.g., anthropology, medicine, law, sociology, economics, demography) and frameworks from predominantly QUAL and QUANT perspectives, with each being used to enrich and broaden the other. 
· Ensure that hypotheses and research approaches draw from all disciplines. 
· The research framework should formulate linkages between different levels of analysis (e.g., both quantitative survey and qualitative interviews of households, students, farmers; qualitative holistic analysis of the program setting). 
· Ensure that concepts and methods are not taken out of context but draw on the intellectual debates and approaches within the respective disciplines. 
· Consider using behavioral models that combine economic and other quantitative modeling with in-depth understanding of the cultural context within which the study is being conducted. 
Data collection and the use of triangulation. 
· Conduct exploratory analysis to assist in hypothesis development and definition of indicators. 
· Select quantitative and qualitative data collection methods designed to complement each other, and specify the complementarities and how they will be used in the fieldwork and analysis. 
· Select at least two independent estimating methods for key indicators and hypotheses. 
· Ensure full documentation of all sample selection, data collection and analysis methods. 

Data analysis and interpretation and possible field follow-up
· Conduct and present separate analyses of QUANT and QUAL findings to highlight different interpretations and findings from different methods and then prepare an integrated report drawing on all of the data. 
· Utilize systematic triangulation procedures to check on inconsistencies or differing interpretations. Follow up on differences, where necessary, with a return to the field. 
· Budget resources and time for follow-up visits to the field (not just for mixed methods). 
· Highlight different interpretations and findings from different methods and discuss how these enrich the interpretation of the study.  Different outcomes should be considered a major strength of the integrated approach rather than an annoyance. 
· Present cases and qualitative material to illustrate or test quantitative findings.


Presentation and dissemination of findings
· Combine conventional forms of presentation with written reports complemented by power point presentations with some of the more participatory presentation methods used in some QUAL evaluations. Recognizing lack of receptivity by many stakeholders to long, technical reports, the team may also develop more innovative and user friendly reports.
· Broaden the range of stakeholders invited to the presentation and review of findings to include some of the community and civil society groups that QUAL evaluators often work with but many of whom may not be consulted in many QUANT evaluations.

image1.jpeg
USAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE





